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THE

LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

John Dod, A.M.—This celebrated divine was born at

Shotwich in Cheshire, about the year 1549, was the youngest

of seventeen children, and educated in Jesus college,

Cambridge; where he continued nearly sixteen years, and
was chosen fellow of the house. During his abode in the

university, he became thoroughly convinced of his sins,

betook himself to deep humiliation, and earnestly sought the

blessings of pardon and peace through Jesus Christ; which,

to his unspeakable comfort, he at last obtained. While at

Cambridge he was particularly intimate with Drs. Fulke,

Chadderton, Whitaker, and others, who held their weekly
meetings for prayer and expounding the scriptures. In the

year 1615, a divine of the same name, and no doubt the

same person, was elected proctor of the university.* Having
received an invitation to become pastor at Hanwell in

Oxfordshire, he left the university, and entered upon the

stated exercises of the christian ministry. In this situation

he preached frequently, catechized the youth, and united

with others in a weekly lecture at Banbury. His labours at

Hanwell were numerous, and most extensively useful. It is

observed, that hundreds of souls were at this place converted

under his ministry .+ He was about thirty years old when he
lirst settled at Hanwell, and remained there about twenty

years, where he had twelve children by his iirst wife, the

daughter of Dr. Nicholas Bound. After her death he took

a second wife, and w as married by his old friend Dr. William

Gouge.
Mr. Dod's great popularity and usefulness in the above

situation, roused the envy of several neighbouring ministers,

who, though they seldom preached themselves, would not

» Fullers Hist, of Catub. p. 139.

t Clark's Lives annexed to bis Martyrologie, p, 168. 169.

VOL. HI. B



2 LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

allow their people to go and hear him ; and for the singular

crime of multitudes tlocking to his ministry, he was several

times (juestioned in the bishops' courts.* In addition to

this, being exercised with some other trials, he was induced

to consult Mr. Greenham, his excellent father-in-law. This
reverend divine, after hearing his complaints, said, " Son,

son, when affliction lieth heavy, sin lieth light;" and gave
Mr. Dod such suitable advice, that he had abundant cause

to bless God for it, and found it of excellent use all the

rest of his ilays. However, he was at length suspended
from his ministry at Hanwell by Dr. Bridges, bishop of

Oxford. Being driven from his affectionate and beloved

people, he preached a short time at Fenny Compton in

Warwickshire, then accepted an invitation to Canons Ashby
in Northamptonshire. In the latter situation he was treated

with peculiar kindness by Sir Erasmus Dryden, a gentleman
of great learning and piety ; but he did not continue long

without molestation. For, upon the complaint of Bishop
Neile,f he was silenced by the archbishop.

:{:

Though this excellent divine was cast aside, he did not

remain idle. When his efforts of public usefulness were set

aside, he went about from house to house, giving private

instructions ; and by his pious discourse and holy deport-

ment, he was nearly as useful as when he enjoyed his public

ministry.^ He was })articularly desirous of a more pure
reformation of the church, and therefore united with his

brethren in subscribing the " Book of Discipline."|| He
continued under the above suspension several years. But
on the accession of King James, Sir Richard Knightly
procured him his liberty; and he renewed his ministerial

labours at Fausley in Northamptonshire, where he continued,

in great reputation and usefulness, all the rest of his days.

* Clark's Lives annexed to Martyrologic, p. 170.
t Bishop Neile of Durham and JBishop Andrews of Winchester, attend-

Jns; upon King James, had the following conversation with hira : His
majesty, always intent upon his prerogative, asked the bishops, " My
lords, cannot I take my subjects' money when I want it, without all this

formality in parliament?" The Bishop of Durham readily answered,
" God forbid, sir, but you should ; you are the breath of our nostrils."

Upon this the king turned, and said to the Bishop of Winchester, " Well,
my lord, what say you?" " Sir," replied the bishop, " I have no skill to

judge of parliamentary cases." The king answered, " No pat ofi's, my
lord; answer me presently." " Then, sir,'' said he, " I think it lawful
for you to take my brother Neile's money, for he offers it." This
pleasantry afforded great entertainment to tlie company.

—

Biog. Britan.
vol. i. p. 185. Edit. 1778.

X Clark's Lives annexed to Martyrologie, p. 170.

§ Fuller's Worthies, part i. p. 181.
f|
Neal's Puritans, vol, i. p. 423.
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Here, also, he felt tlie iron rod of the prelates ; and, as in

the three former situations, he was for a time suspended from
his public ministry.*

Mr. Dod was a pattern of patience. He bore his

numerous trials with great meekness of spirit and holy
resignation to the will of God. He used to say, " Sanctified

afflictions are spiritual promotions." In the sixtv-third year
of his age, he laboured under extreme bodily affliction, and
was brought to the very brink of the grave : but when the

physician, who gave a check to his complaint, told him he
had then some hope of his recovery, the good old man
replied, " You think to comfort me by what you say ; but
you make me sad. It is the same as if you had told one
\vho had been sorely Meather-beaten at sea, and was expect-
ing to enter the desired haven, that he must return to sea,

to be tossed by fresh winds and waves." Having a comfort-
able assurance of heaven, he was desirous to leave the
world, and to " be with Christ." And as he enjoyed much
divine consolation in his own mind ; so, in numerous remark-
able instances, he administered the same to others.

This venerable divine used to say, " I have no reason to

complain of any crosses, because they are the bitter fruit of
my sin. Nothing shall hurt us but sin ; and that shall not
hurt us, if we can repent of it. And nothing can do us
good but the love and favour of God in Christ; and that

we shall have if we seek it in good earnest. Afflictions are

God's potions, which we may sweeten by faith and prayer

;

but we often make them bitter, by putting into God's cup
the ill ingredients of impatience and imbeiief. There is no
affliction so small but we shall sink under it, if God uphold
us not : and there is no sin so great but we shall commit it,

if God restrain us not. A man who hath the spirit of
prayer hath more than if he hath all the world. And no
man is in a bad condition, but he who hath a hard heart and
cannot pray."

During the civil wars,+ when some of the king's party

came to his house, and threatened to take away his life, this

heavenly divine, with holy confidence replied, " If you do,

you will send me to heaven, where I long to be ; but you

* Fuller's Worthies, part i. p. 181.
+ The first ill blood between King Charles and his subjects, which

afterwards led to all the horrors of civil war, was occasioned by the
scTcre proceedings in the high commission court, and the cruel censures ia

the star-chamber; in both of which the court clergy were allowed too
much fower,—Biog, Britatu vol. i. p. 372.
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can do nothing except God give you leave." When they

broke open his chests and cupboards, and carried away what

they pleased, his only complaint was, TJie Lord gave, and

the Lord hath taken azcay ; blessed be the name of the Lord.

When they came a second time, he was confined to his bed

by sickness ; but though they cut away the curtains from his

bed, and took the pillow-cases from under his head, he uttered

not a niurmuriug word.* Coming a third time, and having

taken most of the linen and household stuff, and brought

them into the room in which the good old man sat warming

himself by the fire ; he, during their absence to search for

more, took a pair of sheets, and put them under the cushion

on which he sat, greatly pleasing himself, after they were

gone, that he had plundered the plunderers, and, by a lawful

robbery, saved so much of his own property.

t

Mr. Dod was exceedingly beloved, though not without his

enemies. These, out of malice, stigmatized him Faith, and

Repentance ; because he was constantly recommending these

two things. He was a person of great moderation ; and

when he was questioned about subscription and the cere-

monies, he was always equally ready to give his opinion, and

cautious in giving his advice. He urged all who desired his

opinion upon these points, to take heed against being influenced

by the example or arguments of others, but to look to God
and his holy word for direction. He used to ask them

whether they could suffer in that cause alone, if all others

Avere dead. Though he was a strict nonconformist, and bore

his share of sufferings in the cause, he was of a most

liberal spirit, and loved all who loved Christ.

As old age and afflictions came upon him, he usually

compared himself to Sampson when his hair was cut ; saying,

*' I rise in the morning as Sampson did, and think I M'ill go

forth as at other times ; but, alas ! I soon find an alteration :

I must stoop to old age, which hath dipt my hair, and taken

away my strength. But I am not afraid to look death in the

face. I can say, death, where is thy sting ? Death cannot

hurt me. To a wicked man death is unwelcome ; but to a

child of God, who hath laboured and suffered much, death

is welcome, that he may rest from his labours." During his

last sickness he was exercised with most grievous pains, but

was eminently supported and comforted in the exercise of

faith and patience. He wrestled hard with Satan, and at last

overcame. He longed to be with Christ, and his desire was

* Clark's Lives, p. 174, 175. + Fuller's CJiurch Hist, b, xi. p. 220.
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granted. His last words were, / desire to be dissolved and
to be with Christ. He finished his course, and received the

crown of righteousness, in the year 1645, aged ninety-six

years, ^\'hen his remains were interred in Fausley church.

Dr. Lloyd gives the following account of this venerable

divine :
—" Mr. Dod," says he, " had no delight in con-

tradiction, nor could he find in his heart to disturb the peace
of the church. He was so far from it, that, as I have
frequently heard from his grandchild and others, when some
thought their dissents ground enough for a war, he declared

himself against it, and confirmed others in their allegiance

:

he professed to the last a just haired of that horrid rebellion."*

The celebrated Archbishop Usher had the highest opinion of

him, and said, " Whatever some afiirm of Mr. Dod's
strictness, and scrupling some ceremonies, I desire that when
I die my soul may rest with his." Wood styles him " a

learned and godly divine."+ Fuller denominates him
" patient, humble, meek, and charitable ; an excellent

scholar, especially in Latin and Hebrew, and exceedingly

profitable in conversation. He was a good chymist, to

extract gold out of other men's lead; and however loose

were the premises of other men's discourse, piety was always
his unforced conclusion."t He is classed among the learned

writers of Jesus college, Cambridge. § Echard calls him " a

learned decalogist, an exquisite Hebrician, and a most pious

and hospitable divine
;

" and says, " he was highly valued by
all good men."|| Granger observes, " that in learning he was
excelled by few, and in unaffected piety by none. Nothing
was ever objected to this qieek and humble man but his

being a puritan." His sayings have been often printed, and
are still to be seen pasted on the walls of cottages. An old

woman in his neighbourhood, he adds, told him, " that she

Mould have gone distracted for the loss of her husband, if she

had been without Mr. Dod's sayings in her house."5

It is recorded of Mr. Dod, that one evening, being late in

his study, his mind was strongly impressed, though he could

assign no reason for it, to visit a gentleman of his acquaint-

ance, at a very unseasonable hour. Not knowing the design

of Providence, he obeyed and went. When he came to the

house, after knocking a few times at the door, the gentleman
himself came, and inquired whether he wanted him upon any

Biog. Britan. vol. y\\. p. 4269. + Wood's Athenas, vol. i. p. 758.

X Fuller's Worthies, part i. p. 181.—Church Hist, b- xi. p. 220.

S Fuller's Hist, of Cam. p. 86. || Echard's Hist, of En^. vol. ii, p. 545.

1 Granger's Biog. Hist. vol. i. p. 370.
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particular business. Mr. Dod having answered in the

negative, and signified that he could not rest till he had seen

him, the gentleman replied, " O, sir, you are sent of God at

this very hour; for I was just now going to destroy myself,"

and immediately pulled the halter out of his pocket, by which
he had intended to commit the horrid deed. Thus the

mischief was prevented.*

It is observed of Mr. Dod, that a person being once
enraged at his close and awakening doctrine, picked a

quarrel with him, smote him in the face, and dashed out two
of his teeth. This meek and lowly servant of Christ,

M'ithout taking the least offence, spit out the teeth and blood
into his hand, and said, *' See here, you have knocked out
two of my teeth, without any just provocation ; but oa
condition I might do your soul good, I would give you leave

to dash out all the rest."+ Thus Mr. Dod was not overcome
of evil, but overcome evil with good.

Mr. Timothy Dod, ejected in l662, was his son, and
imitated the amiable virtues of his excellent father-t Old
Mr. Dod was commonly called the Decalogist, because he
and Mr. Robert Cleaver, another puritan minister, published
" An Exposition of the Ten Commandments," 1635. They
also published " The Patrimony of Christian Children

;"

and were authors of " Ten Sermons to fit Men for the

Worthy Receiving of the Lord's Supper." Mr. Dod, it is

said, was the author of that singular and well-known little

Sermon on the word Malt. Bishop Wilkins passes a high

encomium upon his sermons, with those of other learned

divines.^

Thomas Lvdiat, A.M.—This celebrated scholar was
born at Alkrington, or Okerton, near Banbury, in Oxford-
shire, early in the year 1572, and educated first at Winchester
school, then at New College, Oxford, where he was chosen
fellow. A disposition to learning distinguished him from
childhood, in consequence of which his parents, who lived in

wealthy circumstances, designed him for a scholar, and
placed him at the university under the tuition of Dr. (after-

wards Sir Henry) Marten. He signahzed himself by intense

application to his studies, and became almost a prodigy in

good literature, especially in logic, mathematics, astronomy,

• Flavel's Works, vol. iv. p. 399. Edit. 1791. + Ibidl. vo). t. p. 470.

X Palmer's Noncon. Mem. vol.iii. p. 30.

S Discourse on Preaching, p. 82, 83.
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the learned languages, and divinity. His desire to enter

upon the ministerial function was opposed by a defective

memory and an imperfection of utterance ; and, as the

statutes of the college required him, after a certain time, to

enter upon those studies more immediately connected with

the clerical profession, or resign his fellowship, he chose the

latter, and retired to a small patrimonial property at his

native place. He there, dining seven years, employed
himself in completing literary designs which he had formed
while resident at the university ; and he first made himself

known to the learned world by publishing, in 1605, a work
entitled, " Tractatus de variis Annorum Fonnis." Of this

he published a defence, in l607, against the arrogant

censures of Joseph Scaliger ; and he ventured directly to

attack that proud dictator of literature in his " Emendatio
Temporum ab Initio Mundi hue usque Compendio facta,

contra Scaligerum et alios," 1609- This learned work was
dedicated to Henry, Prince of Wales, who appointed him
his chronologer and cosmographer, and would no doubt
have been a liberal patron to him, as he was to men of

science in general, had not his auspicious commencements
been cut short by an untimely death.

At the above period, Dr. Usher, afterw ards the celebrated

archbishop, being on a visit to England, became acquainted

with iSIr. Lydiat, whom he persuaded to accompany him to

Ireland, where he procured him apartments in Dublin
college. A community of studies was doubtless the prin-

cipal inducement for Usher to desire his company; aiKiit is

highly probable that he derived assistance from him in his

own chronological labours.* Mr. Lydiat is said to have
continued about two years in Ireland, though the time

cannot be exactly ascertained. It appears, however, from
letters in Parr's Collection, that he Was in Ireland in 16 10,

and that he was returned to England in August, l6ll. From
the same authority we also learn, that there had been a design

of settling him in the public school at x\rmagh. He had
many friends, among whom were the lord deputy, and the

chancellor of Ireland, who jointly promised to do great things

for him ; but were prevented by his coming to England,
and returning no more to that country, f

There is a circumstance connected with Mr. I^ydiat's visit

to Ireland which is involved in considerable obscurity. It is

asserted in the notes to the life of Usher,t that soon after

* Aikin's Lives of Selden and Usher, p. 402.
+ Wood'sAthenasOxon. vol. ii. p. 46. + Biog. Britan. vol. vi. p. 406T,
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his return he entered into the conjugal connexion, and married

Usher's sister ; for which fact the only authority given is, the

alleged subscription of " your loving brother-iu-law" to some
of Usher's letters. In reality, however, these letters are only

signed " your loving friend and brother,'^ which last appella-

tion Usher bestows upon others of his correspondents : nor

is there found, either in the letters between them, or in the

several lives of the primate, the least hint of such connexion.

Indeed, it is not apparent from any recorded incidents of Mr.
Lydiat's life that he was married at all. Yet, on the other

hand, Mr. Henry Briggs, in a letter to Usher, dated in I6IO,

says, " I pray you salute from me your brother, Mr. Lydiat/

which expression can scarcely iniply any thing else than a

real relationsliip, for he was not then a clergyman. In that

case, however, he must have been married before his return

to England.*

Whatever schemes might have been formed for his settle-

ment in Ireland, they were rendered abortive by his acceptance,

though not without much hesitation, of the rectory of

Okerton, of which his father was patron. Though he entered

upon the pastoral office with considerable reluctance, he

sedulously performed its duties, and continued in this situation,

with some interruptions, to the end of his days. During the

first twelve years, he wrote and preached more than six

hundred sermons on the harmony of the Gospels. In the

mean time he was also employed in several works of profound

erudition, but which were probably limited to a few readers
;

for, instead of producing any pecuniary compensation to

their author, they sunk all his patrimony in the expense of

printing. Being, moreover, involved in the debts of a near

relation for whom he had unadvisedly become a surety, he

was arrested and thrown into prison at Oxford, whence he

was removed to the King's-bench. The confinement of

such a man was undoubtedly felt as a disgrace to letters ; and

by the contributions of Sir William Boswell, an eminent

patron of learned men, of Usher, Laud, and some others, he

at length obtained his liberation. The famous Selden, who
frequently extended his bounty to literary merit in distress,

absolutely refused to lend his aid on this occasion, in resent-

ment of a slight offered him by Lydiat, who, in some annota-

tions which he published on the Arundel Marbles, had

mentioned him with no other epithet than that ot " an

industrious author." Whatever offence there might be in

* Aikin's Lives of Selden and Usher, p. 403, 401.
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this want of civility, Selden would certainly have shewn a

greater and more pious mind in forgiving it.*

Mr. Lydiat, soon after he was restored to liberty, pre-

sented a petition to King Charles, requesting his protection

and patronage in an intended voyage to the East, for the

purpose of collecting valuable manuscripts. The project

displayed his zeal for the service of learning, but the ensuing

political troubles prevented any attention being paid to his

application. Though he was a man of low stature, and
rather insignificant in appearance, he was a person of a

great mind and of uncommon learning. He puzzled the

learned Christopher Clavius, the whole college of mathema-
ticians, and even that Goliah of literature, Joseph Scaliger

liimself; who, when he found himself outstripped, scorn-

fully stigmatized Mr. Lydiat with being a heggarly, beardless

pried. He was, nevertheless, highly esteemed by the most
learned men at home and abroad. Sir Thomas Chaloner

and other celebrated scholars, with those mentioned above,

were among his familiar acquaintance. The virtuosi beyond

sea were pleased to rank him with the celebrated Lord

* ]Mr, John Selden was sometimes styled " the great dictator of learning
«f the English nation," whom Grotius, his antagonist, calls " the glory
of his country ;" and Sir Matthew Hale, " a resolved and serious christian."

Hie was a man of as extensive and profound erudition as any of his time;
and was thoroughly skilled in every thing relating to his own profession of
tiie law; but the principal bent of his studies was to sacred and profane
antiquity. The greater part of his woriis are on uncommon subjects.

Like a man of genius, he was not content with walking in the beaten track

of learning, but was concerned to strike out new paths, and enlarge the

territories of science. Towards the close of life, he owned, that, out of the

numberless volumes he had read and digested, nothing stuck so close to his

heart, or gave him such solid satisfaction, as the single passage of Paul in

his epistle to Titus, ii. 11— 14. He died in the year 1654; when the

celebrated Archbishop Usher preached his funeral sermon, and, without

scruple, declared " that he himself was scarcely worthy to carry his books
after him." Mr. Selden was author of many learned publications, among
which was " The History of Tithes;"' for which, in 1618, he was convened
before (lie high commission, and required to subscribe a degrading recanta-

tion. Afterwards, at an audience of King James, at the time when
^Montague was preparing a confulation of this work, the worthless and
arbitrary monarch sternly forbade him to make any reply, saying, " If

you or any of your friends shall write against this confutation, I will

throw you into prison." He was a valuable member of the long parlia-

ment, and one of the lay members who sate with the assembly of divines.

In their debates he spoke admirably, and confuted divers of them in their

own learning. Sometimes, when they cited a text of scripture to prove
their assertion, he would tell them, " Perhaj)s in your little pocket Bibles

with gilt leaves," which they would often pull out and read, " the

translation may be thus, but the Greek or,Hebrew signifies thus and thus;"
and so would silence them,

—

Granger's Biog. Hist. vol. ii. p. 228.

—

jtikiris Lives of Selden and Usher, p. 26,287.

—

Eclectic Reviewy vol, viii.

p. '20A.— Wlntlocke''s Mem. p, 7 1 . Ed it. 1732.
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Bacon and Mr. Joseph Mede ; and when they found that
he had no higher preferment, they said that Englishmen did
not deserve such great scholars, since they made so little of
them. " Though they have wronged his memory," says
Fuller, " who have represented him as an anabaptist

; yet
he was disaffected to the discipVme and ceremonies of the
church ;"* on which account he is, with justice, classed among
the puritans,

Mr. Lydiat, though opposed to the ecclesiastical dis-

cipline and ceremonies, was a man of loyal principles, and
discovered his zeal in the royal cause ; for which, upon the
commencement of the civil war, he was a considerable
sufferer from the parliament's army. His own statement
to Sir William Compton, governor of Banbury castle, affirms

that his rectory was four times pillaged, and himself reduced
to so great a want of common necessaries, that he could not
change his linen for a quarter of a year, without borrowing a
shirt. He was also twice carried away to prison, and was
cruelly used by the soldiers for refusing their demands of
money, for defending his books and papers, and for his bold
speeches in favour of the royal cause. From this and other
circumstances, it appears that his manners were not con-
ciliating, and that, to a scholar's ignorance of the world, he
joined the bluntness of an independent character. Of his

confident and sanguine disposition, a judgment may be
formed fi om a passage in one of his letters to Usher. After
expressing a hope that his learned friend would in the end
assent to the truth of what he had delivered concerning the

beginning and conclusion of Daniel's seventy weeks, and all

the dependencies thereon, he says, " For certainly, how weak
soever I, the restorer and publisher thereof, am, yet it is

strong and will prevail ; and, notwithstanding mine obscure
estate, in due time the clouds and mists of errors being dis-

persed and vanished, it will shine forth as bright as the clear

sun at noon-tide."f

This learned man finished his painful life, and died in

indigence and obscurity at Okerton, April 3, l64G, aged
seventy-four years.^ Though he obtained considerable repu-
tation among learned men at home and abroad ; vet his

fame is so far obliterated, even in his own coimtrv, that

It IS probable few English readers have known to whom
Dr. Johnson refers in his ** Vanity of Human AVishes,"

, * Fuller's Worthies, part ii. p. 338.
+ Aikir's IJve!» of Sclden and Usher, p. 40T.

,i AVood's Athenae Oxoii. vol. ii. p. 46—48.
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where, as a warning against the enthusiastical expectations

of the young scholar, he says,*

If dreams yet flatter, once again attend;

Hear Lydiat's life, and Galilio's end.

Wood says, " he was a man possessed of some excellen-

cies
;
yet he set too high a value on his own performances,

and for many years spent an idle and obscure life."+ Echard

denominates him " a man of a great soul and incomparable

learning, particularly in mathematics, antiquities, languages

and divinity ;" and adds, " that he was admired by the

greatest scholars of the age."t Kennet styles him " that

master of astronomy and mathematics, who, besides his

admired works in print, left twenty-two volumes of manu-

scripts, as rarities, in the hands of Dr. John Lamphire."^

Mr. Lydiat's remains were interred by the side of his

father and mother in the chancel of Okerton church, where

a monumental inscription was afterwards erected, of wliich

the following is a translation :|1

Sacred to the Memory
of Thomas Lydiat, rector of Okerton,

an accomplished divine and mathematician,
whose toml) was erected

at the expense of New College, Oxford,

in memory of so great a scholar.

He was born in 1572,

and died in 1(546.

His Works.— 1. Tractatus de variis annorum formis, 1605.

—

2. Prelcctio Astronomica de natura coeli & conditionibns elcmento-
rum, 1605.—3. Djsquisitio physiologica de origine fonlium, 1605.

—

4. Defentio tractatus de variis annorum formis contra Josephi

Scaligeri objectionem, 1607.—5. Exanien Canonum Chronologiae

Isagogicorum, 1607.— 16. Explicatio femporum ad initio mundi hue
usque, «!ompcndio' facta, contra Scaligernm & alios, 1609.—7. Ex-
plicatio Sc additamcntum argumentonun in libello cmendationis tem-
porum compendio factae, de nativilate Christi & ministerio in terris,

1613.—8. Solis & Lunse periodus, sen annus niagnus, 1620.—9. De
anni Solaris mensma Epistola Astronomica, ad Hen. Savilium,
1620.— 10. Numenis aureus melioribns lapillis insignitus factnsq

;

Gemmeus, &c., 1621.— 11. Canones Chronologici, nee non series

sumniorum magislratuum & triumphorum Romanorum, 1675.

—

12. Letters to Archbishop Ushor, printed in his Lite, 1686.

•» Aikin's Lives, p. 408,
+ Wood's Hist, et Antiq. 1. ii. p. 149.

t Echard's Hist, of Eng, vol. ii. p. 565.

^ Kennet's Chronicle, p. 764.

I) Wood's Hist, et Antiq. 1. ii. p. 149.
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William Twisse, D. D.—This illustrious divine was

born at Spenham-Land, near Newbury, in Berkshire, about

the year 1375, and educated first at Winchester school, then

in New College, Oxford, where he was chosen fellow. He
spent sixteen years at the university ; and, by a most intense

application, obtained an extraordinary knowledge of logic,

philosophy, and divinity. His profound erudition appeared

in his public lectires and learned disputations, but especially

in correcting the Viorks of the celebrated Brad\\ ardine, then

published by Sir Henry Savile. He took his various degrees

with universal applause. He was an admired and popular

preacher, and greatly followed both by the collegians and

townsmen.
He continued in his beloved pursuits at the university, till

his brilliant talents and profound literature excited very

public attention. His uncommon fame reached the court of

King James, who chose him to be chaplain to Lady Elizabeth,

then about to leave her native country and go to the Palatine.

He cheerfully complied with the appointment, and accom-

panied the pious young princess to the foreign court; and,

to moderate her grief, and administer comfort to her troubled

mind, upon her painful separation from her friends, he

expounded some portion of scripture to l^er every day.

He dwelt much upon the great uncertainty of life, and the

importance of a suitable preparation for death; and, troni

his appropriate instructions and admonitions, she derived

that signal advantage by which she was enabled to endure

the greatest adversity with undaunted courage. This amiable

princess was exercised with many trials very soon after her

arrival. For, presently after she was crowned Queen of

Bohemia, she was forced to flee from the country and to

live an exile all the rest of her days. She bore these tribu-

lations with christian magnanimity. This is represented as

the eflfect of the doctor's excellent instructions, who taught

her, " That Divine providence ordereth all the estates and

conditions of all men, according to his own good pleasure,

and for the eternal advantage of his people:" as, Rom.
viii. 28. " We know that all things work together for good,

to them that love God, to them who are the called according

to his purpose."* He did not, however, continue very long at

the court of the Palatine, but was called back to England.

His return was the occasion of deep regret both to the

prince and princess, which was particularly expressed at the

» Clark's Lives, last vol. part i. ". 13. 14.
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ihiie of his departure. Upon his arrival in his native country,

he took his final leave of the court, and devoted himself to

those profound studies by Avhich he published to the world

those learned works which will be the admiration of learned

and pious men to the latest posterity.

Dr. Twisse, about the same time, became curate of

Newbury, near the place of his birth ; where, by his ex-

emplary life and useful preaching, he gained a most dis-

tinguished reputation. In this retired situation, which was
exactly suited to his wishes, he lived in great peace and
comfort ; and being secluded from the world, his time was
wholly devoted to his studies and the spiritual advantage of

his flock. He never sought after worldly riches, or aspired

after ecclesiastical preferment, but modestly refused them
when they were offered. He, indeed, often congratulated him-
self that he was in so low a condition, and so little exposed to

the alluring temptations. He often professed how greatly he
was indebted to divine goodness, for having placed him in

so mean and obscure a place, where he was preserved from
aspiring after worldly preferment. No man ever sought

more industriously to obtain ecclesiastical promotion than

he sought to avoid it. Hence, when he was. offered the

provostship of Winchester college, and warmly entreated to

accept it, he as warmly contended against it, though it was
a post of considerable pecuniary interest. He preferred his

studies, and the ministry of the word, to any idle or honour-

able post ; and worldly interest had but little influence on
his mind. Also, when the Bishop of Winchester laid a

prebend at his feet, he politely thanked his lordship, but

modestly declined accepting it. The Earl of Warwick
promised to confer upon him a more valuable living than

that of Newbury, which at first he agreed to accept, pro-

vided the people of his charge could be furnished with a

suitable pastor. He accordingly waited upon the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, requesting his favourable approbation,

and was kindly received. His lordship granted all that he

requested, and observed, that he would make mention of

him to the king as a pious and learned divine, and no puritan.

Dr. Twisse was, however, sagacious enough to see the

snares that were laid for him ; and therefore, without making
any further application, he returned to Newbury, resolving

not to exchange his curacy for any other situation. Also the

states of Friesland invited him to the professor's chair in the

university of Franeker ; and he was pressed to accept a pro-

fessor's place at Oxford; but he,refused them both. He
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was more concerned for his beloved studies, and minis-

terial usefulness, than for all the splendour and emolument
of a university.

Upon the publication of the Book of Sports, our learned

divine refused to read it, and ventured to declare his opinion

decidedly against it : he, nevertheless, escaped better than

many of his brethren, who, for so doing, were suspended

from their ministry, driven out of the kingdom, or cast into

prison. He was a person of great moderation, yet as

decidedly against the use of the superstitious ceremonies as

the encouragement of profane sports.* His refusal to read

the book did not pass unnoticed at court; but when King
James heard of it, he commanded the bishops not to molest

him. His majesty, indeed, very well knew, that, though
Dr. Twisse lived in low circumstances, and in an obscure

situation, his fame was so great in all the reformed churches,

that theii- lordships could do nothing against him which
would not be a public reproach to themselves. It was, after

all, no small disparagement to them, and to the church to

which they belonged, that so eminently pious and learned a

divine should live without preferment. The celebrated

Dr. Prideaux said, " The bishops do very little consult their

own credit, in not preferring Dr. Twisse, though against his

wishes, to some splendid ecclesiastical dignity; by which,

though they despair of drawing him to their party, they

might take off, or mollify, the popular envy, and not hear

themselves exposed to scorn by the curate of Newbury."
During the civil wars. Prince Rupert, coming to Newbury,
entertained our divine very courteously, and made him many
honourable promises, if he would turn against the parlia-

ment, write in defence of the royal cause, and live among the

king's party : but Dr. Twisse very wisely and politely de-

clined the royal invitation.+

He obtained uncommon celebrity from the books which
he published, especially upon points of controversy. Here
his talents and erudition were employed upon his favourite

subjects without restraint, and with extraordinary success.

Among his antagonists were Dr.Thomas Jackson, Mr. Henry
Mason, and Dr. Thomas Godwin, who was a person of

great learning, especially in antiquities ; but is said to have

been more fit to instruct grammarians than to contend with

a logician like Dr. Twisse. He next encountered Mr. JohnO
• • • 1

Goodwin, the celebrated advocate for Arminianism, whom

* Mede's Works, p. 845, 846.
f Clark's Lives, last yoI. part i. p. 14—17,
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he is said to have refuted with great learning and judgment.

His next contest was with Mr. John Cotton, a divine whom
he highly esteemed, and whom he treated with great gen-

tleness. He learnedly refuted Dr. Potter's " Survey of the

New Platform of Predestination."* He treated Dr. Heyliu

according to his deserts, in defence of the morality of the

sabbath. He also successfully contended with the famous

Arminius and others, in defence of the doctrines of grace.

His answers to Dr. Jackson and Arminius, and his " Riches

of God's Love," when tirst published, were all suppressed

by the arbitrary appointment of Bishop Laud.f

In the year 1640, Dr. Twisse was chosen one of the

sul>conmiittee, to assist the committee of accommodation
appointed by the house of lords to consider the innovations

introduced into the church, and to promote a more pure re-

formiition.J In the year 1(343, he was nominated, by au
order of the parliament, prolocutor to the assembly of

divines. On account of his great modesty, he repeatedly

declined the appointment, but was at length prevailed upon
to accept the office. The learned assembly was opened
July 1, 1643, when Dr. Twisse preached to both houses of

parliament, in Henry the seventh's chapel. " In his sermon,"

savs Fuller, " he exhorted his learned auditorv to a faithful

discharge of their duty, and to promote the glory of God
and the honour of his church ; but he was sorry that they

wanted the royal assent. He hoped, however, that in due
time it might be obtained, and that a happy union would be
procured between the king and parliament."§

Dr. Twisse, on account of his age and manifold in-

firmities, was not able to attend upon the concerns of the

assembly ; but, in a few months, was taken ill, falling down
in the pulpit to rise no more. He had been long grieved

to behold the disagreement between the king and tlic par-

liament, which, he said, would prove fatal to both ; and

he often wished that the lire of contention might be

* Toplady's Historic Proof, vol. i. p. 68.

+ About the same time, Dr. George Downliari, bishop of Derry in

Ireland, published a book against the Arminians; upon which, Bishop
Laud procured the suppression of all the copies sent to England; and, not

satisfied with this, he caused a letter to be sent to Archbishop Usher, com-
manding the same proceeding against the book in Ireland. The pious and
learned primate tamely yielded to the superior power of this arbitrary

prelate; issued his warrant for the seizure of all the remaining copies of

Downham's work ; and signitied that be should '• take order tiiat notJiing

should be hereafter published contrary to his majesty s sacred direction."

—

Frynne's Cant. Doome, p. 171, 172.

X Kingdom's MS. Collec. p. 200.

S Fuller's Church Hist, b. x\. p. 199.
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extinguished, though it were at the price of his own blood.^

When he fell down in the pulpit, he was carried to his

lodgings and laid upon his bed, where he languished about

a twelvemonth. During his long illness, multitudes of persons

resorted to him, who witnessed his exemplary faith and
patience. In the civil wars, he had been driven from his

curacy and the people of his charge, at Newbury, and

deprived of all his property by the royal forces ; so that, in

the time of his sickness, when certain persons were deputed

from the assembly to visit him, they reported, " that he was
very sick, and in great straits." The parliament, having

taken his case into consideration, passed an order, Decem-
ber 4, 1645, for one hundred pounds to be given him out

of the public treasury. t Nearly the last words that Dr.Twisse
uttered, were, " I shall at length have leisure enough to

follow my studies to all eternity;" and died July 20, 164G,

aged seventy-one years. The whole house of commons, and
the assembly of divines, paid their last respects to his me-
mory by following, in one sorrowful procession, his mortal

remains to the grave ; when Dr. Robert Harris preached

his funeral sermon from Joshua, i. 2., Moses my servant is

dead. He was buried in Westminster abbey, M'here his

body quietly rested till the restoration, when the humane,
the liberal, and the enlightened Charles ordered his bones

to be dug up, together with the bodies of many other

persons, eminent in church and state, and thrown into a pit

digged on purpose in St. Margaret's church-yard.:}: The

* Clark's Lives, p. 17. t Whitlocke's Mem. p. 1S9.

:{: One of those illustrious persons, whose bodj' suffered this shameful
indignity^ was the valiant Admiral Blake, whose name was a terror to the

enemies of Britain ; who raised the naval reputation of his country to a
higher pitch than any of his predecessors, and whose services to the English
nation will be a monument of his renown as durable as time. The following
is a li^t of some of the persons to whose bodies this malevolence was oflfered,

on the 12th and 14th of September, 1661. Others would probably have
shared the same fate; but the thing was so indecent, and drew so general

an odium on the government, that a stop was put to any further pro-

ceedings :

Elizabeth Cromwell, mother of William Stroud, esq. M. P.
Oliver, lord protector, Humphrey Mackworth, colonel,

Elizabeth Claypole, her daughter, Dennis Bond, esq.

ilobert Blake, admiral, Thomas May, esq. the historian,

John Pym, esq. M. P. John Mildrum, colonel,

Dr. Isaac Dorislaus, Colonel Boscawen,
Sir William Constable, colonel, Doctor William Twisse, prolocutor,
Edward Popham, admiral, Stephen Marshall, presby. divine,

Richard Dean, admiral, William Strong, indepen. divine.

Grangers Biog. Hist. vol. iii. p, 80.— fFood'* Mhenee Oxon. vol, i.

p. 826.
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refined barbarity and contemptible meanness of these pro-
ceedings, might have been expected amongst untutored

savages, rather than from a monarch bred up in all the

refinements of the English court.

Though Dr. Twisse died in necessitous circumstances, the

parliament, after his death, voted a thousand pounds to be
given to his children, out of the public treasury ;» but, on
account of the national confusions, it is doubtful whether
it was ever paid. Mr. Clark says, " he was much admired
for his great learning, subtle wit, exact judgment, great

integrity, pleasing behaviour, and his exemplary modesty,
piety, humility and self-denial."t Fuller denominates him,
" a divine of great abilities, learning, piety, and moderation.^

Wood says, " his plain preaching was esteemed good ; his

solid disputations were accounted better; but his pious life

was reckoned best of all." The most learned of his adver-

saries confessed that there was nothing extant more accurate

and full upon the Arminian controversy, than what is con-
tained in his works. All writers against Arminianism have
made honourable mention of his works, and have acknow-
ledged him to have been the mightiest man in those contro-

versies that the age produced.^ He was succeeded at New-
bury by Mr. Benjamin Woodbridge, who was afterwards

ejected in l662.||

His Works.— 1. A Discovery of Dr. Jackson's Vanities, 1631.

—

2. Viiidicise Gratiae, Potestatis et Provideutife Dei, 1632.—3. Dis-
sertatio Scientia Media tribus libris absoluta, 1639.—4. Dissertiones,
1639.—5. Of the Morality of the Fourth Commandment, 1641.—
6, A Treatise of Reprobation, in Answer to Mr. John Cotton, 1646.

—

7. Animadvertiones ad Jacobi Arminii Collat. cum Frank. Junio et
Joh. Arnold Corvin, 1649.—8. De Predestinatione et Gratia, 1649.

—

9. The Doubting Conscience Resolved, 1652.— 10. The Riches of
God's Love unto the Vessels of Mercy, consistent with his absolute
Jiatred or reprobation of the Vessels of Wrath, 1653.— 11. Two
Tracts in Answer to Dr. H. (Hammond) 1653.—12. The Synod of
Dort and Ares reduced to Practice, with an Answer.— 13. Tiie
Scriptures Sufficiency to determine aU matters of Faith.—14. The
Christian Sabbath defended against the crying Evil of these Times
of the Antisabbatarians of our Age.— 15. Fifteen Letters, published
in Mede's Works.—He also left numerous manuscripts behind him.

* Wliitlocke's Mem. p. 321. + Clark's Lives, p. 13, 14, 18.

X Fuller's Worthies, part i. p. 96.

4 Wood's AthenEE Oxon. vol. ii. p. 40, 41.

y Palmer's Noncon. Mem. vol. i. p. 290.

VOL, III
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Jeremiah Burroughs, A.M.— This very amiable

divine was born in the year 1599) and educated at Cambridge,
but was obliged to quit the university, and afterwards the

kingdom, on account of nonconformity. After he had
finished his studies at the university, he entered upon the

ministerial work, and was chosen colleague to Mr. Edmund
Calamy at Bury St. Edmunds.* In the year 1631, he
became rector of Titshall, in the county of Norfolk

;

but upon the publication of Bishop Wren's articles and
injunctions, in 1636, he was suspended and deprived of his

living.f He sheltered himself for some time under the

hospitable roof of the Earl of Warwick ;X but, on account

of the intolerant and oppressive proceedings of the ecclesias-

tical rulers, the noble earl at length found it was impossible

to protect him any longer ; and shortly after, to escape the

lire of persecution, he lied to Holland, and settled at

Rotterdam, where he was chosen teacher to the congrega-

tional church, of which Mr. William Bridge was pastor.^

After his suspension, he is charged with attempting to bribe

the bishop's chancellor, by an offer of forty poimds; and
going beyond seas, and returning disguised in a soldier's habit,

with many libellous pamphlets, when, it is said, the sentence

of deprivation was pronounced against him for nonresidence.tj

Of this circumstance, however, Mr. Edwards gives a very

different account. He says, " that Mr Burroughs, for some
speeches spoken against the Scotch war, in company not to be
trusted, for fear fled in all haste to Rotterdam ;" at which he
very much stumbled.!! Mr. Burroughs, in his animadversion

upon this misrepresentation, observes as follows :
" Had

Mr. Edwards been willing to have conferred with me about
this, as I desired, before he printed, I should have so fully

satisfied him about njy going out of the kingdom, that he could

never have stumbled, nor have caused others to stumble.

How does he know there were speeches delivered, for fear of

which I fled ? It may be there was only an accusation. In
his bold assertion there is held forth to the world, at least

some indiscretion in me, that I should speak words of a higt

^ Calatny's Account, vol. ii. p. 5.

f Blomefield's Hist, of Norfolk, vol. i. p. 138.

X This noble person was a great friend and patron of the persecuted
puritans, and one of their constant hearers. He was not content with only
hearing long sermons in the congregation, but would have them repeated ia

his own house.

—

Granger'' s Biog. Hist. vol. ii, p. 116.

§ Edwards's Antapologia, p. 18, 19.

Ij
Wren's Parentalia, p. 95.

% Edwards's Antapologia, p. 16.
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nature, iu company not to be trusted. I am so fully clear in

that business, that I wiped off before my lord of Warwick
whatsoever might have seemed indiscretion, not by mine own
assertion only, but by the testimony of two gentlemen, being-

all the company, besides the accuser, who were present while

we discoursed of that matter. The truth is, there were no
such speeches ; there was only some accusation of speeches.

What man can free him«elf from accusation r" This
ungeneious accuser afterwards recanted, and expressed his

great sorrow for having aspersed the character of our pious

and worthy divine.*

Mr. Burroughs replies to the charge that he fled in all

haste to Rotterdam, by saying, " It was four or five months
after this accusation before I went to Rotterdam. Had not
the prelatical faction been incensed against me, for standing

out against their supersiitions, I should have ventured to have
stood to what I had spoken, for all I said was by way of
query, affirming nothing. I knew how dangerous die times

then were. I knew what the power of the prelatical party

at that time was, who were extremely incensed against me.
A man's innocency, then, could not be his safety. A mere
accusation was enough then, to cause me to provide for my
security. I was, by Bishop Wren, deprived of my living in

Norfolk, in which, 1 believe, I endured as great a brunt as

almost any of those who stayed in England; though Mr.
Edwards is pleased to say, we fled that we might be safe

upon the shore, while our brethren were at sea in the storm.

I believe neither he, nor scarcely any of our presbyterian

brethren, endured a harder storm at sea, than I did before I

went out of England. Yet, I bless God, he stiried up noble
friends to countenance and encourage me in my suflerings ;

for which I will not cease to pray that the blessing of God
may be upon them and their families. For some mouths I

lived with my lord of Warwick, with whom 1 found much
undeserved love and respect, and was in the midst of as great

encouragements to stay in England, as a man deprived, and
under the bishop's rage, could expect ; when I set myself in

as a serious a manner as ever I did in my life, to examine my
heart about my staying in England ; whether some carnal

respects, that countenance I had from divers noble friends,

the offers of livings, did not begin to prevail too far with me.
My spirit was much troubled with these thougl s. Why do I

still linger in England, where I cannot with peace enjoy

• Eurroughs's Vindication, p. 18, 21. Edit. 1646.
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what my soul longs after ? Did I not formerly think, that if

ever God took me clearly from my people, I would hasten

to be where I might be free from such mixtures in God's
worship, without wringing my conscience any more ? Why
do I, therefore, now stay ? Am I not under temptation ? God
knows these were the sad and serious workings of my spirit,

and these workings were as strong as ever I felt them in

my life.

" While I was thus musing," says Mr. Burroughs, " thus

troubled in my spirit, and lifting up my heart to God to

help me, and set me at liberty, leaning upon my chamber
window, 1 spied a man, in a citizen's habit, coming in the

court-yard towards my chamber ; and upon his coming near,

I knew him to be formerly a citizen of Norwich, but, at that

time, one of the church at Rotterdam. When this man
came near to me, he told me that he came lately from
Rotterdam ; and that he was sent there by the church to give

me a call to join with Mr. Bridge in the work of the Lord, in

that church. When 1 heard him say this, I stood awhile

amazed at the providence of God; that, at such a time, a

messenger should be sent to me upon such an errand. My
heart, God knows, exceedingly rejoiced in this call. I

presently told the man I saw God much in it, and dared not
in the least to gainsay it. My heart did much close with it

;

yet I desired to see the hand of God a little further. I

required him to return my answer to the church, with a

desire, that, as most of them knew me, they should give me
their call under their own hands ; then there would be
nothing wanting, but I should be theirs ; and thus w e

parted."*

Mr. Burroughs, having vindicated his own character against

the aspersions of his adversaries, further observes, that,

" after this I hoped all would blow over, when my lord of
Warwick, falling sick in London, sent for me, and I came
up to him and continued with him about three weeks, going
freely up and down the city. My lord knew all the busi-

ness, and made no question but all was over. Being now,
as I hoped, set free from my accuser, the messenger from
Rotterdam came to me again, with an answer to what I had
desired, shewing nie how the church there had assembled,
and had sent a call to me in writing, under the hands of the

elders, wi'h many other hands, in the name of the church;

OB which we agreed upon the day when, and the place

Barrougbs's Vtadication, p. 18>-SI.
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where, we should meet in Norfolk, to make a full conclu-

sion and prepare for our voyage."*

Our divine has thus favoured us with a circumstantial

account of his invitation to Rotterdam. Upon his arrival,

he was cordially received by the church ; and he continued

a zealous and faithful labourer several years, gaining a very

high reputation among the people. After the commence-
ment of the civil war, when the power of the bishops was
set aside, he returned to England, says Granger, *' not to

preach sedition, but peace ; for which he earnestly prayed

and laboured."t

Mr. Burroughs was a person highly honoured and es-

teemed, and he soon became a most popular and admired

preacher. After his return, his popular talents and great

worth presently excited public attention, and he was chosen

preacher to the congregations of Stepney and Cripplegate,

London, then accounted two of the largest congregations in

England. Mr. Burroughs preached at Stepney at seven

o'clock in the morning, and Mr. William Greenhill at three

in the afternoon. These two persons, stigmatized by Wood as

notorious schismatics and independents, were called in Step-

ney pulpit, by Mr. Hugh Peters, one the morning star, the

other the evening star of Stepnei/.t Mr. Burroughs was chosen

one of the assembly of divines, and was one of the dissenting

brethren, but a divine of great wisdom and moderation. He
united with his brethren, Messrs. Thomas Goodwin, Philip

Nye, W^illiam Bridge, and Sydrach Sympson, in publishing

their " Apologetical Narration," in defence of their own dis-

tinguishing sentiments. The authors of this work, who had
been exiles for religion, to speak in their own language,
" consulted the scriptures without any prejudice. They con-
" sidered the word of God as impartially as men of flesh and
" blood are likely to do, in any juncture of time ; the place
" they went to, the condition they were in, and the company
" they were with, afibrding no temptation to any bias."

They assert, that every church or congregation has sufficient

power within itself for the regulation of religious govern-

ment, and is subject to no external authority whatever. The
principles upon which they founded their church govern-

ment, were, to coniine themselves in eveiy thing to what
the scriptures prescribed, without paying any regard to the

opinions or practice of men ; nor to tie themselves down so

* Burrouj^hs's Vindication, p. 22.

+ Granger's Bio^. Hist. vol. ii. p. 193, 194.

+ Wood's AthensE, vol. ii. p. 113.
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strictly to their present resolutions, as to leave no room for

alterations upon a further acquaintance with divine truth.

They steered a middle course between Presbyterianism and
Brownism : the former they accounted too arbitrary, the

latter too rigid ; deviating fiom the spirit and simplicity of

the gospel.* These are the general principles of the inde-

pendents of the present day.

Mr. Burroughs, in conformity with the above principles,

tmited with his brethren in writing and publishing their

" Reasons against certain Propositions concerning Presby-
teiial Government."+ In the year 1645, he was chosen one
of the committee of accommodation, and was of great

service in all their important deliberations.} He was a
divine of great piety, candour, and moderation ; and during

then- debates, he generously declared, in the name of the

independents, " That if their congregations might not be
exempted from the coercive power of the classis ; and if

they might not have liberty to govern themselves in their

own way, so long as they behaved themselves peaceably

towards the civil magistrate, they were resolved to suffer, or

go to some other part of the world, where they might enjoy

their liberty. But," said he, " while men think there is no
way of peace but by forcing all to be of the same mind

;

while they think the civil sword is an ordinance of God to

determine all controversies in divinity; and that it must
needs be attended with hnes and imprisonment to the dis-

obedient; while they apprehend there is no medium between
a strict uniformity and a general confusion of all things

:

while these sentiments prevail, there must be a base sub-

jection of men's consciences to slavery, a suppression of

much truth, and great disturbances in the christian world."§
After his return from exile, he never gathered a separate

congregation, nor accepted of any parochial benefice, but
continued to exhaust his strength by constant preaching,

and other important services, for the advantage of the church
of God. He was a divine of a most amiable and peaceable

spirit; yet he had some bitter enemies, who, to their own
disgrace, poured upon him their slander and falsehood.

Mr. Edwards, whose pen was mostly dipped in gall, pours

upon him many reproachful and imfounded reflections. He
charges Mr. Burroughs, and some others, with having held z

» Biog. Britan. vol. ii. p. 620.
+ Reasons of Dissenting Brethren, p. 40, 133, 192.

J Papers of Acrom. p. 13.

^ Burronghs's Vindication, p. 30.—Neal's Puritans, vol. iii. p. 286L
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meeting with one Nichols, a man of vile and dangerous

sentiments : whereas Mr. Burroughs thus declared, " 1 know
iio such man as this Nichols. I never heard there was such

a man in the world, till I read it in Mr. Edwaitls's book. I,

to this day, know of no meeting about him, or any of his

opinions, either intended, desired, or resolved upon; much
less that there was any such meeting."* VVliat he thus

declared under his ow n hand, he afterwards proved from the

most correct and substantial evidence, casting all the re-

proach upon the false statement of his bitter adversary.!

This peevish and bigotted w riter, indeed, warmly censures

Mr. Burroughs for endeavouring to propagate his own senti-

ments upon church discipline; and even for pleading the

cause of a general toleration. But om- pious divine, with

his usual christian meekness, repelled the foolish charges,

proved his own innocence, and exposed the rancour of his

enemy .t Being charged with conformity in the time of the

bishops, he says, " Though I did conform to some of the old

ceremonies, in which I acknowledge my sin; I do not cast

those things off as inconvenient or discountenanced by the

state only, but as sinful against Christ
;
yet I think there can

hardly be found a man in that diocese where I was, that was

so eyed, who conformed less than I did, if he conformed at

all. As for the new' conformity, God kept me from it ; and

my sin in the old makes me be of a more forbearing spirit

towards those who now differ from me. I see now what I

did not ; and I bless God 1 saw it before the times changed

:

and others, even some who scorn at new light, must acknow-

ledge they see now what a while since they saw not. Why
then should they or I Hy upon our brethren, because they see

not what we think we see ? O, how unbecoming is it for

such who conformed to old and new ceremonies, now to be

harsh and bitter in the least degree against their brethren,

who differ from them, when they differ so much from what

they were not long since themselves ! Some of them know
I loved them as brethren, when they conformed to what I

could not, but was suspended for refusing it. Let me have

the same love from them as brethren, though I cannot now
conform to all they now do."$

Mr. Edwards and old Mr. John Vicars were his most
bitter and furious enemies. The latter he addressed in the

* Edwards's Gangraena, part i. p. 25. Third Edit.—part ii. p. 71.

+ Burroughss Vindication, p. 5—8.

X Edwards's Antapologia, p. 216.—Gangraena, part i. p. 78. ii. 86,

—

Burroughs'a Vindication, p. 5—12. § Ibid. p. 17, 18.
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language of meekness and conciliation, as follows :
" I

reverence, and teach others to reverence old age ; but," says

he, " it must know there are many infirmities attending it

;

and is fitter for devotion, than for matters of contention. If

Mr. Vicars had told me some experience of the work of

God upon his soul, or of the good providence of God
towards his people and himself, I should have diligently

observed it, and, I hope, I might have got good by it. But,

oh, how unbecoming old age is that spirit of contention which
appears in his books ! If he think those places he has cited

will serve his turn, surely his skill in presbytery is not great.

My pen was running into a hard expression, but I will not

provoke the old man : yet I nuist be plain with him. How
uncomely is it for an old professor of piety and religion, to

be found jeering and scorning at piety and religion <! W/ ha
would have thought that ever Mr. Vicars should have lived

to that day ? The chief scope of his book is to cast dirt upon
the apologists. Certainly the spirit of the man is much
altered from what he once seemed to be. Is it becoming
the gravity and wisdom of old age to charge his brethren

publicly, of unworthy double dealing, and of unfaithfulness ?

The Lord, I hope, will cause Mr. Vicars to see cause to be

humbled for this."*

When Mr. Burroughs and his brethren were stigmatized as

schismatics, he discovered his great mildness and forbearance.

" I profess, as in the presence of God," says he, " that upon
the most serious examination of my heart, I find in it, that

were my judgment presbyterial, yet I should preach and

plead as much for the forbearance of brethren differing from

me, not only in their judgment, but in their practice, as I

have ever done. Therefore, if I should turn presbyterian, I

fear I should trouble Mr. Edwards and some others more
than I do now : perhaps my preaching and pleading for

forbearance of dissenting brethren would be of more force

than it is uow."t

Dr. Grey, who has called our divine " an ignorant, factious,

and schismatical minister," has certainly imitated too much,~

in rancour and misrepresentation, the example of his pre-

decessors.t Mr. Baxter, who knew his great worth, said,

" If all the episcopalians had been like Archbishop Usher

;

all the presbyterians like Mr. Stephen Marshall ; and all the

independents like Mr. Jeremiah Burroughs, the breaches of

the church would soon have been healed." The last subject

* BuiToughs's Vindication, p. 24, 25. + Ibid. p. 14.

X Greg's Examination, vol. ii. p. 91.
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Mr. Burroughs preached upon, which he also published, was

his " Irenicum," or au attempt to heal the divisions among
christians. His incessant labours, and his grief for the

distractions of the times, are said to have hastened his end.

He died of a consumption, November 14, 1646, in the forty-

seventh year of his age. Granger says, " he was a man of

learning, candour, and modesty, and of an exemplary and

irreproachable life."* Fuller has classed him among the

learned writers of Emanuel college, Cambridge.! Dr.

AVilliams says, that his " Exposition of Hosea" is a pleasing

specimen, to shew how the popular preachers of his time

applied the scriptures, in their expository discourses, to the

various cases of their hearers.t He published several of his

Mritings while he lived, and his friends sent forth many
others after his death, most of which were highly esteemed

by all pious christians.

His Works.—1. Moses's Choice, 1641.—2. Sion's Joy, a Sermon
preached to the Honourable House of Commons, at their public

Thanksgiving, Sept. 7, 1641— 1641.—3, An Exposition of the

Prophesy of Hosea, 1643.—4. The Lord's Heart opened, 1643.

—

6. A Vindication of Mr. Burroughs, against Mr. Edwards his foul

aspersions, in his spreading Gangrieua, and liis angry Aiitapologia:

concluding with a brief Declaration what tlie Independents would
have, 1646.—6. Irenicum, to the Lovers of Truth and Peace, 1646.

—

7, Two Treatises: The firiit, of Earthlymindedness; the second, of

Conversing in Heaven and Walking with God, 1649.—8. An Exposi-

tion upon 4, 5, 6, and 7th Chapters of Hosea, 1650.—9. An Exposi-

tion upon 8 and 9th Chapters of Hosea, 1650.— 10. The rare Jewel
of Christian Contentment, 16.50.—11. Gospel Worship, 1650.—
12. Gospel Conversation, 1650.— 13. The Evil of Evils: or, the

exceeding Sinfulness of Sin, 1654.—14. The Saints Treasury, 1654.

—

15. Three Treatises, of Hope, of Faith, and of the Saints A^'alk by
Taith, 165.5.— 16. Reconciliation, or Christ's Trumpet of Peace, 165..

17. The Saints Happiness, 1660.— 18. A Treatise of Holy Courage
in Evil Times, 1661.— 19. True Blessedness consists ia Pardon of

Sin, 1668.—20. Four useful Discourses, 1675.

Francis Cornwell, A.M.—This person was educated

at Emanuel college, Cambridge, and afterwards beneficed

at Orpington in Kent. During the intolerance of Archbishop

Laud, having refused to wear the surplice, to kneel at the

sacrament, and use the sign of the cross in baptism, he was

cast into prison. His companion in Maidstone gaol was

Mr. Wilson of Otham, near that place. About this time, he

* Granger's Biog. Hist. vol. ii. p. 193.

+ Fuller's Hist, of Camb. p. 147.

t Williams's Christian Preacher, p. 433.
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espoused the sentiments of the baptists, and became a

zealous advocate in the cause. In 1643, he publicly avowed

his principles, and wrote in defence of them. In 1644, in

a visitation sermon preached at Cranbrook in Kent, from

Mark vii. 7, before the ministers of those parts, he took the

liberty of freely and fully declaring his sentiments upon the

subject of baptism. This very much startled some of the

clergy present, and offended othei s. The matter was, there-

fore, debated among them, and the arguments in favour of

antipeedobaptism were strongly urged by Mr. William

Jeffery of Seven-oaks, who had baptized Mr. Cornwell, and

to whom he referred them. The debate was carried on till

Mr. Christopher Blackwood, one of the ministers, desired

them to desist at that time ; for he had taken down the

sermon in short-hand, and would return an answer in print,

which he hoped would be to the satisfaction of them all.

His advice being adopted, it was agreed to postpone, for

the present, the discussion of the question, to re-examine the

point in dispute, and to bring their collections together at

the next meeting, which was to be within a fortnight. In

the mean time, Mr. Blackwood, as our author observes,

studied the question with great diligence and close attention.

The impression made on his mind was very different from

what was expected. As he studied the subject, he began to

suspect his own opinions; piesently changed his sentmients

;

and, M'hen they met, he produced his arguments against

infant baptism. His papers being left with the ministers for

their examination, and waiting some time, and receiving no

answer to his arguments, he published them with corrections

and enlargements.*

Mr. Cornwell, soon after this, withdrew from the estab-

lished church. He disapproved of national and parochial

churches; and taught, that a church ought to consist of

such only as professed repentance from dead works, and

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and were baptized by immer-

sion, and upon their believing, wliich he thought was the

pattern of the lirst churches in Judea. He soon gathered a

church in Kent, which was formed upon this plan, and to

which he was pastor to the day of his death. He was suc-

ceeded in the same place and office by his son. It reflects

great honour on Mr. Coinwell's memory, that he was a

zealous opposer of persecution and an imposed uniformity.

He wrote agahist the ordinance of parliament that was made

Crosby's Baptists, Tol. i. p. 344—347.—Neal's Puritans, vol. ir.

p. 632—634.
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to silence all preachers who had not received episcopal or

presbyterian ordination, or who should preach any thing

contrary to the articles of faith, and the directory of public

worship, set forth by the assembly. He maintained, that

all who prohibited any minister from preaching the gospel
freely, acted like the Jews of old, who cast the blind man
out of the temple, for confessing that Jesus was the

Christ.*

His Works.—1. A Vindication of the Koyal Commission of King
Jesus, 164;?.—2. A Description of the Spiritual Temple ; or, the
Difference between the Christian and Antichristian Church, 1646.

—

S. A Conference between Mr. John Cotton and t!ie Elders of Now
JGngiaiid, 1646.—4. Two Queries worthy of Consideration.

Thomas Collier was a minister of the baptist persua-

sion, a person of great diligence, moderation and usefulness,

and a sufferer in the evil times in which he lived. Edwards
denominates him a great sectary, and a man of great power
among 'them ; who had emissaries under him, whom he sent

abroad into various parts of the country. He preached
some time in the island of Guernsey, where he had many
converts ; but his cruel persecutors would not allow him to

enjoy peace. They banished him and many of his followers

from the place, and cast them into prison at Portsmouth

;

but how long they remained under confinement, we are not
informed.+ On account of his incessant labours and exten-

sive usefulness, he is represented by his adversaries as having

done much hurt at Lymington, Hampton, Waltham, and all

along the west country. " This Collier," says my author,
" is a great sectary in the west of England, a mechanical
fellow, and a great emissary, a dipper, who goes about
Surrey, Hampshire, and those counties, preaching and
dipping. About a fortnight ago, on the Lord's day, he
preached at Guildford in the meeting-place, and to the

company of one old Mr. Close, an independent minister,

who hath set up at Guildford, and done a great deal of

mischief, having drawn away many of the well-meaning
people from the ministry of other godly ministers. There
this Collier exercised ; and it was given out in the countiy,

that he was a rare man ; and the people came from the

towns about to hear him. This fellow, in his circuit, at an
exercise where he was preaching to many women for rebap-

* Crosby's Baptists, vol. i. p, 348, 349.
+ Edwards's Cangrxna, part iii. p. 41.
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tization and dipping, made use of that scripture to that

purpose : And in that dai/ seven women shall take hold of
one man" &c.*

In the year 1645, Mr. Collier came forwards in vindica-

tion of his sentiments, and pubhshed a work, entitled,

" Certain Queries, or Points now in Controversy, Examined ;"

in which, after vindicating his own views of christian bap-

tism, he maintains, that magistrates have no power whatever

to establish church government, or to compel any persons

by any human power, to observe the government of Christ. In

discussing the power of the civil magistrate in ecclesiastical

matters, he gives his advice to the parliament to use their

utmost endeavours to promote a further reformation of the

church ; for the attainment of which, he recommends them
" to dismiss that assembly of learned men, who are now
called together to consult about matters of religion ; because

he cannot conclude that God hath any thing for them to do;

and lie knows no rule in the book of God for such an

assembly. He also recommends them to go forwards in

subdumg their antichristian enemies, so far as by civil law they

had power. He then concludes by recommending the par-

liament to give the kingdom to the saints; by which is

meant," says he, " not only an external kingdom, but the

spiritual kingdom and government of the church of Christ."f

The year foUowmg, two of Mr. Collier's letters, addressed

to his religious friends, were intercepted, and published to

the world. As they discover his piety and usefulness, and

contain a sufficient answer to all the impious clamour of

Mr. Edwards's scurrilous pen, it will be proper to msert

them. The hrst, dated from Guildford, April 20, 1646, is

addressed "To the Saints hi the order and fellowship of

the gospel at Taunton;" the pieamble to which is, " Your
dear brother, Thomas Collier, desireth the increase of grace

and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus

Christ;" and is as follows 4
" Dear brethren and sisters,

" 1 have not had an opportunity of writing unto

you until now, although my spirit h.vA\\ been up to the Lord

for you continually. 'I'he Lord hath manifested his presence

wiih me exceedingly in my journey. 1 desire the Lord to

raise up your beans in ihanivfulness. He hath gathered

saints in Pool by me. Fourteen took up the ordinance at

once; there is like to be a great work; and I confirmed

* Kdwards's Gangrapna, part ii. p. 122.

f Ibid, part iii. p. 27—29. % Ibid. p. 51.
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the churches in other places. I am not yet got so far as

London ; but I shall, I expect, to-morrow. Dearly beloved,

my desire and prayer to our Father, on your behalf, is, that

your souls may be satisfied with his fulness, that you may
live above, and then you shall not want comfort. My ex-

hortation to you is, to wait upon the Lord, in his own way,

and not to look forth into the world. There is bread enough

in your Father's house, where he hath promised his presence.

Though you -seem to want gifts, yet you shall not want the

presence of your Father, your Jesus, if you wait upon him.

There are two brethren I suppose will visit you from

Hampton ; brother Sims and brother Row, whom I desire

you to receive as from the Lord. The unlimited power of

the presbyterians is denied them, of which you shall hear

more shortly. I desire to be remembered to all my kind

friends with you, and at present rest

"Your dear brother in the faith and fellowship of the gospel,
^' Thomas Collier."

In a note to the above letter, Mr. Collier says, " I shall

see you as speedily as possible." His second letter breathes

the same pious feelings, and is also addressed " To the

Saints in the order and fellowship of the gospel." It is

dated from London, May 2, 1646, and is as follows:*

" My dear ones in the Lord Jesus,
" I salute you, desiring Him who is our head

and husband, our life and liberty, our all and in all, to

gather up our souls more abundantly into the glorious

unity and fellowship of the Son of God; that you may
not live upon these lower things, which are but instiu-

ments to convey light and love mito us : I mean, even ordi-

nances, or the like ; which indeed are but as a shell without

the kernel, further than we enjoy Christ in them. My dear

ones, you are in my heart continually, and my desire is to

be with you as soon as possibly I can, to impart some
spiritual gifts unto you, and to enjoy fellowship in Jesus

Christ with you. But what is this f you are upon the heart

of Christ ; nay, engraven upon his hand, and shall be had
in everlasting remembrance before him. I am much in

haste at present, the post coming forth of town, only I have

sent you these few hues, and two books here enclosed, as a

remembrance of my love. I desire to be remembered to all

my dear friends with you, and at present rest and remain
*' Your dear brother in the faith and fellowship of the gospel,

" Thomas Collier."

* Edwardi's Gan^raena, part i:i. p. 52.
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Mr. Collier was author of several other pieces, in addition

to the one we have mentioned, which were probably on the

controversies of the day. But at what place or places he

afterwards preached, or when he died, we are not informed.

Philip Tandy was a minister in the established church,

but afterwards joined the brethren of the separation, and

espoused the sentiments of the baptists, observing the seventh

day as the christian sabbath. He was remarkably zealous to

promote his own views of divine truth, and appears to have

been a person of great abilities and piety. Edwards deno-

minates him " a great sectary," who had been at York and in

the northern parts, propagating his sentiments. While he

was in the north, he held a disputation concerning his

opinions, with a pious and learned minister of York. Tlie

debate was carried on by letters, in one of which Mr. Tandy
remarks as follows :

" Let us lay aside tradition, custom,

the reputation of learning, and all seltish respects ; and let us

speak and write so as knowing that we must shortly give an

account to Jesus Christ for all that we build, whether it be
hay or stubble, gold or wood. For my part, I am confident,

that, within a few years, I shall see him whom my soul loveth,

and much will it go to my heart, if I either oppose a truth,

or maintain an error. Sir, let us look about us : the vail is

not yet taken off. In something most good men have been

blinded. It may be in this for one. It is good to be tenderly

jealous. Pardon me, that I thus exhort you. I see so many
temptations that strongly invite even godly men to contend

for paedobaptism, and so far do I see, also, into the mystery

of antichrist's sitting in the temple of God as God, that I

cannot but give a caution to the godliest man upon earth,

who undertakes the defence of this practice." Mr. Tandy
undertook, in his next letter, to vindicate his own views of

baptism and the fourth commandment concerning the sabbath

;

to which the minister mentioned above wrote a large and full

reply, in which, it is said, he confuted him in all the

particulars contained in his letter.* It does not appear at

what place Mr. Tandy preached, or when he died, but he

was living in the year 1646.

* Edwards's GangrjRna, part iii, p. 64—59.
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Thomas Moore was a zealous and active preacher

among the separatists during the civil wars. Edwards calls

him " a great sectary and manifestarian," who, in his opinion,

did much hurt in Lincolnshire, in some parts of Norfolk and

Cambridgeshire. He obtained great fame at Boston, Lynne
and Holland, at which places he had many followers, who
accompanied him from place to place, attending upon his

ministry. He did not confine his labours to buildings that

were consecrated; but, without distinction of places, he

preached in houses, and in all places wherever the people

were disposed to assemble. It is observed, that he and his

followers refused to keep days of public fasting and thanks-

giving, in the time of civil wars ;
" because," says my author,

" they will not give thanks to God for one man killing

another." On account of his opinions and practice, he was

shamefully persecuted by the presbyterian ministers and others

of a bigotted, party spirit. At Boston he was questioned bj

Colonel King, governor of the town, when he was cast into

prison for keeping a conventicle in the night season. It does

not, however, appear how long he remained under the malice

and power of his persecutors, nor what afterwards became of

him, only he was living in the year 1646.*

John Durance was a zealous and popular preacher of the

independent denomination. Edwards says, " he was formerly

an apprentice to a washball-maker in Lombard-street, London,
and afterwards became a preacher without being ordained ;

yea, after preaching some years, he presumed, without ordina-

tion, to baptize and administer the Lord's supper." This

was certainly a dreadful crime in the opinion of this bigotted

writer. He often preached at Sandwich in Kent, but lived at

Canterbui-y, where he gathered a separate church, and dis-

pensed the word and ordinances of the gospel. The author

mentioned above, with a view to reproach his memory, gives

the following curious account of him :
" There is one

Master Durance, a preacher at Sandwich in Kent, a bold con-

ceited man, and an independent, who, since the beginning of

this parliament, was a washing-ball maker, or seller of wash-

ing-balls, here in London, but now turned preacher; and
being never ordained minister, hath consecrated himself to be

one of the priests of the high places. Among many high

affected strains of new light, and strange expressions; which

* Sdwards's Gangrseaa, part ii. p. 86. lii. SO.
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the man uses in his sermons and prayers, to get himself the

name of such a rare man, these are some : he prayed to the

Trinity to take care of these three kingdoms 5 God the

Father to take care of one, God the Son of the second, and
God the Holy Ghost of the third kingdom." This author

charges Mr. Durance with having prayed pubhcly in the

church at Sandwich, " that the king might be brought up in

chains to the parhament." He also observes, that, after hi»

preaching at Canterbui-y, he hath the use of a great room near

the cathedral, where many resort to him, and " he takes

occasion to build them up in independency." Although he
preached regularly every week at Canterbury and Sandwich,
he would have done the same also at Dover; but he was
opposed by the godli/ ministers of the town, who wrote up to

London against him, and, by this means, prevented him from
going thither. This shews his great zeal and diligence, and
their extreme bigotry and intolerance. Mr. Edwards, one of

tlie most bitter enemies to toleration, further charges him with

saying, after the surrender of Oxford to the parliament,
*' that, notwithstanding this, there would be no peace till

there was a general liberty of conscience in England." A
dreadful crime was this in the eyes of this bigotted writer!

Mr. Durance lived in one of the prebendaries houses in

Canterbury ; and, after preaching on the Lord's day in one of

the churches, he preached and administered the ordinances

of the gospel to his own church, in his own house, in the

evening. How long he continued in this situation, or when
he died, we are not able to learn ; but he was living in the

year 1646.*

John Batchelor was a divine of the independent deno-

mination, who lived some time at Rotterdam in Holland,

where he was probably driven by the Laudian persecution.

Several of his letters, dated from this place in September,

1641, expressive of the liberal sentiments of the independents,

were afterwards printed.t He soon after returned to his

native country, and became a chaplain in the army ; on which

account, and on account of his views of church government,

Edwards has classed him among " the notorious sectaries,

and those who smell of the arniy."t He was an avowed

advocate for liberty of conscience, and a universal toleration,

for which he has incurred the hot displeasure and indignation

* Edwards's Gangraena, partii. p. 124, 144. iii.96, 97.

+ Edfvards's Antapologia, p. 39. X Ganjrana, part iii. p. 266.
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of this censorious writer. About the jear 1643, he was
appointed, with several other learned divines, one of the

licensers of the press, for books in divinity. In this office he

discovered his generous sentiments, by giving his public sanc-

tion to all publications which were founded on the broad and
liberal principles of christian freedom and a toleration of all

arties. This was sure to incur the indignant censure of

r. Edwards, who gives the following amusing account of

him:
" Master Batchelor," says he, " is the licenser-general of

books, not only of independent doctrines, but of books for a

toleration of all sects, and against paedobaptism."* What a

shocking crime was this in the opinion of this bigotted and
intolerant writer ! In another place he says, " There is one
Master John Batchelor, licenser-general of the sectaries'

books, and of all sorts of wicked opinions, who hath been a

man-midwife to bring forth more monsters begotten by the

devil, and born of the sectaries, within this three last years,

than ever were brought into the light in England by all the

former licensers, the bishops and their chaplains, for fourscore

years. He hath licensed books pleading for all sorts of

sectaries : as, seekers, antinomians, anabaptists, antiscrip-

turists, arians, antitrinitarians, questionists, and all blas-

phemers. This is apparent by his licensing that late wicked
pamphlet, called, ' Some modest and humble Queries con-
cernmg a printed Paper, entitled, ' An Ordinance presented to

the Honourable House of Commons.'
" This Master Batchelor hath licensed several pamphlets

for a toleration; yea, not only for a limited toleration of some
sects and opinions, as anabaptists and independents ; but for

a universal toleration of all consciences and opinions, as may
be seen in Walwin's book licensed by him : yea, he hath
licensed unlicensed books printed before he was born, as a
pamphlet, entitled, ' Religious Peace,' made by one Leonard
Busher, and printed in 16 14; wherein there is a pleading
for a toleration of papists, jews, and all persons differing in

religion ; and that it may be lawful for them to write, dispute,

conter, print and publish, any matter touching religion. I'hat

the wickedness of Master Batchelor may the moie appear, I

desire the reader to observe these following particulars :—He
gives not a bare imprimatur to this book of Busher's, but
gives his imprimatur with a special recommendation in these
words :

< This useful treatise, entitled, lleligious Peace, long

* Ganj^rasDa, part i. p. 3S.
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since presented by a citizen of London to King James and
the high court of parliament then sitting, I allow to be
reprinted; and so to some of Saltmarsh's books, Smo-ik in

the Temple; Groans for Liberty; Reasons for Unity; Love
and Peace. In the reprinting Busher's book for general

toleration, he made some material alterations, and wrote in

the margins of such places in the book where some special

passages were for toleration, that they should be printed in

a larger letter, no doubt that the reader might better observe

them."

This intolerant author also adds :
" John Batchelor treads

in the steps of some licensers who went before him. The
man hath justified and acquitted the former licensers.

Dr. Baker, Dr. Bray, Dr. Hayward, Dr. Weeks, and the

rest of that race, who, in the point of licensing, were saints

to him. He hath licensed such books and things, that I

am confident none of them durst have done, for fear the

people would have risen up and torn them in pieces ; and
certainly the people would never have borne with such

books in the l^ishops' days. If any man, before the silting

of this parliament, had written or licensed such books, he
would without doubt have been questioned and proceeded
against by this parliament. This Batchelor is such a des-

perate licenser, that nothing now in that kind can stick with

him, having swallowed down those wicked ' Queries' upon
the ordinance against heresies and blasphemies ; and," says

my authoi-, " 1 am afraid that if the devil himself should

make a book, and give it the title, * A Plea for Liberty of

Conscience, with certain Reasons against Persecution for

Religion,' and bring it to Mr. Batchelor, he would license

it, not only with a bare imprimatur, but set before it the

commendations of a useful treatise, a szceet and excellent

book, making for love and peace among brethren."*

Such are the reproaches cast upon our divine, who was
greatly celebrated for christian moderation, liberty of con-

science, and free inquiry. He was living in l64G; but

where he preached, or when he died, we have not been able

to ascertain.

John Greene had a principal hand in raising a baptist

congregation in Crutched-friars, London, in the year 1639»

and was chosen to the office of minister.f He was by trade

* Edwards's Gaiigrsena, part iii. p. 102—105.
f Crosby's Baptists, vol. iii. p. 26, 4<J.
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a felt-maker or hat-maker, but he became a zealous and

popular preacher. lu the year 1641, there was published

a quarto pamphlet, entitled, " The Brownists' Synagogue

;

or, a late Discovery of their Conventicles, Assemblies, and

places of meeting ; where they preach, and the manner of

their praying and preaching; with a relation of the names,

places, and doctrines of those which do commonly preach.

The chief of which are these : Greene, the felt-maker

;

Marler, the button-maker ;• Spencer, the coachman; Rogers,

the glover : which sect is much increased of late within this

city. A kingdom divided cannot stand." In this work,

Greene and Spencer are called the two arch-separatists,

and are said to be " accounted as demi-gods, who were here

and every where." It shews the manner of tiieir worship,

which we extract, because it gives some idea of the spirit of

the times, and proves that the voice of slander could not

attribute any improper conduct to them in their public

assemblies. " In the house where they meet," it is said,

" there is one appointed to keep the door, for the intent to

give notice, if there should be any insurrection, warning may
be given them. They do not flock together, but come two
or three in a company ; and all being gathered together, the

man appointed to teach stands in the midst of the room, and
his audience gather about him. The man prayeth about the

space >of half an hour; and part of his prayer is, that those

which come thither to scoff and laugh, God would be

pleased to turn their hearts ; by which means they think to

escape undiscovered. His sermon is about the space of an

hour, and then doth another stand up, to make the text more
plain ; and at the latter end he entreats them all to go home
severally, lest the next meeting they should be interrupted

by those which are of the opmion of the wicked. They
seem very steadfast in their opinions, and say, rather than

turn, they will burn,"*

During the above year came forth another pamphlet,

entitled, " New Preachers, New ;" in the epistle to which,

the writer, addressing Mr. Greene, says, " Do not these

things come from proud spirits, that he, (Mr. Spencer,) a

horse-keeper, and you, a hat-maker, will take upon you to

be ambassadors of God, to teach your teachers, and take

upon you to be ministers of the gospel in these days of

light. Consider, I pray you, that our Lord would not have

had the ass, (Matt. xxi. 3,) if he had not stood in need of

* Brownists' Synagogue, p. 5, 6. '
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him. Now the truth is, the church hath no need of such as

you, an unlearned, self-conceited hat-maker. It is true, that,

in the beginning of Queen Elizabeth's reign, the popish
priests and friars being dismissed, there was a scarcity for

the present of learned men; and so some tradesmen were
permitted to leave their trades, and betake themselves to the

ministry ; but it was necessity that did then constrain them
so to do. But thanks be to God, we have now no such
necessity; and therefore this practice of you and your
comrades casts an ill aspersion upon our good God, that

doth furnish our church plentifully with learned men; and
it doth also scandalize our church, as if we stood in need of
such as you to preach the gospel. This you call preaching,

or prophesying ; and thus, as one of them told the lords of
the parliament, that they were all preachers ; for so they

practise and exercise themselves as young players do in

private, till they be by their brethren judged lit for th^

pulpit, and then up they go, and, like mountebanks, play

their part.—Mr. Greene, Mr, Greene, leave oft these ways

;

bring home such as you have caused to stray. It is such as

you that vent their venom against our godly preachers, and
the divine forms of prayers

;
yea, against all set forms of

prayers : all is from antichrist ; but that which you preach is

most divine ; that comes fresh from the Spirit : the other is

an old dead sacrifice, composed (I should have said killed)

so long ago, that now it stinks. It is so old, that in the

year 1549 it was compiled by Doctor Cranmer, Doctor
Goodricke, Doctor Scip, Doctor Thirlby, Doctor Day,
Doctor Holbecke, Doctor Ridley, Doctor Cox, Doctor
Tailor, Doctor Haines, Doctor Redman, and Mr. Robinson,

archdeacon of Leicester ; but what are all these .'' They are

not to be compared to John Greene, a hat-maker; for he
thinketh what he blustereth forth upon the sudden, is far

better than that which these did maturely and deliberately

compose." It is not at all wonderful, that, when the church

had lost its power to persecute nonconformists, those who
still retained the spirit of persecution should indulge in this

kind of defamation and ridicule.

Howevei", during this year, IVIr. Greene, together with

several of his brethren, was complained of to the house of

commons, for lay-preaching. He was convened before the

house, when he was reprimanded, threatened to be severely

punished, if he did not renounce the practice, and then

dismissed i* but whether he obeyed their orders, or still

» >'aJsoH's Collectione, vol, ii, p. 265, 270.

I
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continued to exercise his talents in preaching, we are not

able to learn.

Mr. Edwards, in reproaching all who dissented from his

presbyterian bigotry, observes of Mr. Greene, that he was
one of the first mechanics, who, presently after the meet-

ing of the long parliament, preached publicly in the

churches in London; and that afterwards, in the year 1644,

he accompanied Colonel Hemstead to Trinidad. After his

return, he statedly preached in Coleman-street, once on the

Lord's day, and once on a week day; where, in the year

1646, to use the words of our author, " there is so great a

resort and flocking to him, that yards, rooms, and house are

all so full, that he causes his neighbours' conventicles, and
others, to be oftentimes very thin, and independents to

preach to bare walls and empty seats, in comparison of this

great rabbi."* Crosby mentions one Mr. John Green, who
survived the restoration, and who endured cruel persecution

with the rest of his brethren ; but it does not appear whether
this was the same person.

t

John Price was a zealous preacher among the inde-

pendents, during the civil wars. Edwards styles him " an

exchange-man, a beloved disciple of Mr. John Goodwin, and
one of his prophets ; who used to preach for him when he
had any book to answer, or some libertine tractate to set forth."

He then gives the following account of him :
" This

Master Price contents not himself to preach only in London,
but I hear that he was lately at Bury St. Edmunds ; that he
there preached in a house, and maintained certain dangerous
and heretical opinions ; as, that men might be saved who
were not elected, and that if men improve nature well, God
will surely give them grace. So that it seems this exchange-
man sells other wares besides independency and separation,

and does with feigned words make merchandize of men's
souls." This scurrilous writer adds :

" Master Price was
also at a meetmg here in London, where some of several

sects, seekers, antinomians, anabaptists, brownists, inde-

pendents, met with some presbyterians, to consider how all

these might live together, notwithstanding their several

opinions ; and he was, as all the sectaries were, for a general
toleration ; and they agreed together like buckle and thongs,

•nly the presbyterians were not satisfied."

* Edwards's Gangrsena, part iii. p. 248, 249.
t Crosby's £aptiii(s, vol. iii. p. 82.
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In the year 1646, Mr. Price published several pamphlets

on the controversies of the day. One was written ia defence

of independency ; two others were replies, one to the City

Remonstrance, the other to a Vindication of the Remon-
strance. In politics he seems to have been of republican

principles, ascribing the supreme power of the kingdom to the

liouse of commons ; and this is all that we know of him.*

Mr. Symonds was beneficed at Sandwich in Kent, during

the civil wars ; styled by Edwards, " a great independent,

and a great sectary." If we are to give credit to this writer,

he was t)f a high and imperious spirit, and, in his views of

church discipline, remarkably rigid and severe.f He relates

of him what he calls '' a merry storv," which is as follows :

Wliile he was at Sandwich, a person came to him to be

catechized; but, instead of performing tlie duty of his

office, he sent him to a mechanic of the town to do it tor

him; and when he was expostulated with, and asked why
he had done so, he replied, " that one goose might best

teach another to eat." The author applies and improves

this story by adding, " so merry are our most demure inde-

pendents."t
The following account of Mr. Symonds we give in the

words of this writer. " There is one ISlr. Symonds, a great

sectary," says he, " who came to London since the wars,

and preached at little Alliallows, Thames-street, and at the

Tower, where I have been informed, that he hath preached

several strange things : as, for toleration, and liberty for all

men to worship God accordi)ig to their consciences, and in

favour of antipccclobapfism. Also preaching once at AndrcAv's,

Undershaft, for Mr. Goodwin, he preached high strains of

antinomianism : as, that Christ was a legal preacher, and

lived in a dark time, and so preached the law, but afterwards

the gospel came to be preached. Afterwards, preaching at

Lawrence Poultney, on the day of thanksgiving for takuig

Sherborn castle, he spake of the great victories the saints,

meaning the independents, had obtained ; and yet the ])arlia-

ment was now maklno- laws ae:ainst these saints. As at

London he hath preached dius ; so since he left London, this

last summer, he preached at Bath before the General strange

stuff, viz. against presbytery, saying it was a limb of anti-

christ, pleading for liberty of conscience, and for those who

* Edwards's Gaiisra>,na, part iii. p. 160, 161.

t Ibid. p. 1C8, 103. i Ibid. p. 76. .
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would not have their children baptized till they came to years

of understanding, and for weavers and ignorant mechanics
preaching; when he spake of these men's gifts, and their

having tiie Spirit, before learned men and men bred at univer-

sities, with a great deal of this stuff. It is a sad thhig, that

Sir Thomas Fairfax, that valiant and well-affected gentleman,
should have such kind of chaplains and preachers upon all

occasions to preach before him. I have spoken the more of
this Mr. Symonds, because I hear he is nominated one of
the itinerary preachers of Wales ; that so the country and
ministers may be aware of him ; and that the assembly,
when he comes to be approved of, may do their duties, and
not let him pass so easily as they did Mr. Cradock,"*
From this curious narrative it appears that Mr. Symonds

was of the baptist persuasion ; and it is further observed, that

he was approved and appointed by the house of commons
to preach in Wales. He was living in the year 1646; but
was a different person from Mr. Joseph Symonds, pastor of
the church at Rotterdam in Holland, a brief memoir of
whom is given in the next article.t

Joseph Symonds was some time the worthy assistant of
Mr. Thomas Gataker, at Rotherhithe, near London ; but
afterwards he became rector of St. Martin's, Ironmongers'-
lane, in the city. Having espoused the sentiments of the

independents, he forsook the church of England, left his

benefice, and went to Holland. After his departure, Arch-
bishop Laud, in the year 1639, pronounced against him the

sentence of deprivation, by which the good man lost his

living, after he had given it up.t Mr. Symonds having
sacrificed his benefice, to escape the storm of persecution,

settled at Rotterdam, where he was chosen pastor to the

English church, in the place of Mr. Sydrach Sympson. In
this situation, his deportment and his doctrine were par-

ticularly conciliatory, and his labours eminently useful. fj Mr.
Edwards, to reproach his sentiments and to cloud his memory,
says, " that his independent church at Rotterdam was over-
grown with anabaptism ; and that he wrote to his friends in

England, saying, he was so pestered with anabaptists, that he
knew not what to do."|| Mr. Robert Park, afterwards one of

* Edwards's Gangrjena, part iii. p. 241, 242. + Ibid, p. 131, 24S.

X Wharton's Troubles of Laud, vol. i. p. 359.

^ Bailie's Dissuasive, p. 84, 173.

II
Edwards's Gangraena, part ii. p. 16.
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the ejected nonconformists, was his assistant in the pastoral

office.* It appears that he was living in the year 1646, and
still pastor of the church at Rotterdam. Though he was an
independent, Edwards styles him " one of the most moderate
and modest of that way."t Several pieces, written by a
person of the same name, occur in the Sion and Bodleian
catalogues.* Though pastor of a church in a foreign land,

he was sometimes called to preach before the parliament, as

appears from one of his sermons afterwards published with
this title, " A Sermon lately preached at Westminster, before

sundry of the Honourable House of Connnons, 1641 : By
Joseph Symonds, late minister in Ironmongers'-lane, London,
now pastor of the Church at Rotterdam."

Henry Burton, B.D.—This painful sufferer for non-
conformity was born at Birdsall in Yorkshire, in the year

1579) and educated in St. John's college, Cambridge, where
he took his degrees, and was afterwards incorporated at

Oxford. His first public employment was that of a tutor to

the sons of Lord Carey at Leppington, who, in 1625, was
created Earl of Monmouth, and ^^'hose lady was governess

to Prince Charles in his infancy. It was probably owing to

the interest of this honourable person, that he was made
clerk of the closet to Prince Henry, and, after his death, to

Prince Charles. In the year 1623, he was appointed to

attend the young prince to Spain ; but, for reasons unknown,

he was set aside, even after part of his goods were shipped.

f

On that prince's accession to the crown, he expected no less

than to be continued in the clerk's office ; but his majesty

giving that place to Neile, Bishop of Durham, Mr. Burton

is said to have been so highly disgusted, that he warmly

expressed his resentment on all occasions, particularly by

railing against the bishops. " The vapours of ambition fuming

in his head," says Clarendon, " he would not think of less

than still being clerk of the closet. Being thus disappointed,

and, as he called it, despoiled of his right, he would not in

the greatness of his heart, sit down with the affront, but com-

mitted two or three such weak and saucy indiscretions, as

caused an mhibition to be sent him, that he should not

presume to come any more to court." The principle of

* Palmer's Noncon. Mem. vol. ii. p. 355.

+ Edwards's Gangraena, part iii. p. 243.

:f
Granger's Biog. Hist. vol. iii. p 6.

^ Faller's Church Hist. b. xi, p. 152.
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these weak and saucy indiscretions, as they are called, was,

that in April, 1 623, he presented a letter to King Charles,

remonstrating against Dr. Neile and Dr. i^^ud, his majesty's

constant attendants, as being much inclined to popery

;

which was certainly too true. " PVom that time," adds

the noble historian, " he resolved to revenge himself

upon the whole order of bishops ; and so turned lecturer,

and preached against them, being endowed with malice and
boldness, instead of learning and any tolerable parts."*

The above slanderous accusation is founded in ignorance,

or prejudice, or both, as will appear to all who will only read

his works with impartiality. Indeed, Mr. Burton afterwards

affirmed his right to the above office, and that Bishop Neile
cast him out through envy ; and added :

" but this was
ordered by the special providence of my God, who would
not suffer me to rise high at court, lest I should have been
corrupted with its preferments."+ From M'hat he has published

to the world, he appears to have been furnished with con-
siderable parts, and to have been no mean scholar. He was
courageous in the cause of truth, and a man of a wanu spirit

;

which led him, on certain occasions, to discover some degree
of heat and indiscretion. The oppressions and cruelties of
the prelates were sufficient to make a wise man mad. But
that he resolved to revenge himself upon them, and turned

lecturer for that purpose, is easily asserted, but not easily

proved. Indeed, the charge of his turning lecturer at all, is

certainly incorrect ; for in the above year he was presented to

the rectory of St. Matthew's, Friday-street, London.
Mr. Burton was a person of a most heroical spirit, and

never feared the appearance of an enemy, as appears from
the account he gave of himself. Speaking of his various

citations before Laud, his courage was such, that he says,
" I was not at any time before him, but methought I stood

over him, as a schoolmaster over his scholars : so great was
the goodness of God towards me. Being convened before

the high commission for my book, entitled, ' Babel no Bethel,'

Harsnet Archbishop of York, having run himself out of
breath with railing against me and my book ; and saying,

that I had dedicated my book to the parliament, to incense

them against the higher powers, (meaning the king,) 1

answered, * No, my lord, 1 am none of those who divide

the king and parliament, but I pray God unite them
togetlier

! '

"

* Clarendon's Hist. vol. i. p. 158.—Wood's Athenae Oxon. toI. i. p. 814.
-^ Burton's Narration of hit Life,p. 2. Edit. 1643.
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He afterwards describes the prelatical innovations and
usurpations, and how he set himself to oppose them, saying,

" 1 more and more disliked the prelates' usurpations, and
tyrannical government, Viith their attempts to set up popery.

Therefore I purposely preached upon the second chapter to

the Colossians, crying down all a'i ill-worship and human
inventions in God's service. I began in my practice, as in

my judgment, to fall off from the ceremonies. Only I

watched for an occasion to try it out with them, either by
dint of arguments, or force of law, or by the king and his

council, resoiving either to foil my adversaries, though 1 had

no great hope of success; or, at least discover the mystery

of iniquity and hypocrisy, which, like a white vail, they had
cast over cAl their foul practices. This discovery 1 took to be
of no small importance. I saw how every day they got

ground in the hearts of the simple and credulous, as if ali

they did was to maintain the protestant religion ; when
under that specious colour, the withered whore of Babylon
came in naked at the first, till at length she began to shew
her painted face in her superstitions, altar-service, and other

garbs. And as they laboured to undermine and overthrow

the true protestant religion, and set up popery ; so they did

not seek less to overthrow the civil state, with its good laws,

and just liberties of the subject, and to introduce arbitrary

and tyrannical government."* What degree of truth is con-

tained in these strictures on the character and proceedings of

the riding prelates, tliose who are conversant with the history

of the times will easily determine; and this will in part

appear in the course of the present narrative.

Mr. Burton was a srreat sufferer in the cause of noncon-

formity. Ke felt the shocking intolerance and cruelties of

the ruling prelates, especially those of Bishop Laud. In the

year 1626, he was convened before the high commission,

when he would have received the censure of the ruling-

ecclesiastics, had not the judges interposed and granted a

prohibition, which they might do according to law, by Avhich

he was at that time rescued from his cruel oppressor.t Mr.
Burton having published a book entitled, ^' The Baiting of

the Pope's Bull ; or, an Unmasking of the Mystery of

Inifjuity, folded up in a most pernicious Breave or Bull, sent

from the Pope lately into P]ngland, to cause a Rent therein,

for his Re-entery," 1027 ; though the liook was wholly against

the pope and his dangerous bull, and was licensed by

* Burton's Narration, p. 8, 9. + Heylin's Life of Laud, p. 15S.
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Dr. Goad, he was called before the council by the instiga-

tion of Laud, who spoke vehemently against the book,

calling it a libel. Afterwards, he puljlished another work
against popery, entitled, " The Pouring out of the Seven
Vials," 16'28; for vvhich he was prosecuted in the high

commission by this prelate, and the book suppressed. And
when he published his book, entitled, " Babel no Bethel,"

wholly against the church of Rome, this prelate employed
his pursuivant to apprehend him ; committed him to the

Fleet, refusing bail when offered, contrary to the petition

of right ; suspended him from his benefice ; and suppressed

the book.* About the same time, his " Trial of Private

Devotions," 1628, against Dr. Cosins ; and his " Plea to

an Appeal, in refutation of divers Arminian and Popisri

Errors broached by Moinitague in his Appdlo CcetiareM,'^

were both called in and suppressed, by the severity of this

intolerant ecclesiastict

How long Mr. Burton remained under the above sus-

pension, and a prisoner in the Fleet, we have not been able

to learn. He was afterwards released. This, however, was
to him only the beginning of sorrov.'s. November .5, 1636,
he preached two sermons at his own church in Fridav-street,

from Prov. xxiv. 21, 22, Mi/ son,fear tliou the Lord and the

J:ii/<^, and meddle not zcith them that are 2;iveH to change, 8cc.

m which he laid open the late innovations in doctrine,

"worship, and ceremonies, and warned his hearers against

them. Dr. Laud, now archbishop of Canterbury, hearing

of this, caused articles to be exhibited against him in the

high commission, and summoned him to answer them, out

of term, before Dr. Duck. On his appearance, he was
charged with having " spoken against turning coinmunion
tables into altars, against bowing to them, against setting up
crucifixes, against saying the second service at the altar, and
against putting down afternoon sermons on the Lord's day."

Enormous crimes, indeed, were these ! He was, moreover,
charged with having said, " that ministers might not safely

preach upon the doctrines of grace without being troubled

for it ; and that the ministers in Norfolk and Sufl^^lk were
suspended for nonconformity to the rites and ceremonies,

imposed upon them contrary to the laws of the land."

* It is curious to observe, that while Mr. Barton was treated thus for
writing against popery, one Chow ney, a fierce papitt, published a book in

deftnce of popery, for which he was neither punished nor even questioned ;

but was permitted to dedicate his work to Laud, wha favoured it with his
loyal and episcopal patronage! l

— Wfiitlocke's Memorials, p. 21.
+ Prynnes Cant. Dooaic, p. 185.
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These charges amounting, it is said, to sedition, he wai

required to answer upon his oath, and so to become his own
accuser : but he refused the oath ; and, instead of answering,

appealed to the king. Notwithstandmg his appeal, within

fifteen days he was summoned, by the direction of the

archbishop, to appear before a special high commission at

Doctois' Commons; when, in his absence, he was sus-

pended from his ofhce and benefice, and attachments were

given out to apprehend Inm.*

Un>1er these oppressive proceedings, Mr. Burton kept

himself close shut up m his own house ; ?nd, to give an

inipartial public a fair opportunity of decK'ing upon hi»

case, he published his sermons, entitled, " For God and the

King ; the Sumnie of two Struions preached on the hfth of

Js'ovember last, in St. Matdiewes, Friday-street, 1636;" with
*' An Apologie for an Appeale," addressed to the king, the

lords of the council, and the learned judges.+ The pursui-

vants of the high commission not daring to break open

Mr. Burton's doors, the archbishop and the bishop of

London, with several others, drew up a warrant to one

Dendy, a sergeant at arms, to apprehend him.t By virtue

of this warrant, Dendy, accompanied by the sheriff of

London, and various other aimed officers, went the same

evening to Mr. Burton's house in Friday-street, and between

ten and eleven o'clock at night, violently broke open his

doors, took him into custody, and seized his books and

papers, as many as they pleased. The next day, instead of

being brought before tlie lords, as the warrant expressed,

•» Burton's Apologie for an Appeale, p. 4, 15.— Prynne's Discovery of

the Prelates' Tyranny, p. 14. Edit. 1641.

+ Mrs. Burton his wife, venturing to present copies of these sermons ta

several of the lords in parliament, was committed to prison for her pains.

—

Ibid.

:{: The following is a copy of the warrant:—"To Edward Dendy,
" esquire, one of his majesty's sergeants at arms. These shall be to will

•' and require you to make your immediate repair to any place where you
*» shall understand of the present being of Henry Burton, clerk, and
" having found him, to take him into your custody, and to bring him forth-
*' with and in your company (all delays and excuses set apart) before us,

" to answer to i-nch matters as shall be objected against him. And you are
*' further, by virtue hereof, to require and charge all mayors, sheriffs,

"justices, bailifls, constables, headboroughs, and all others, bis majesty's
" officers and loving subjects, to be aiding and assisting unto you in the
" full and due execution of this service, whereof neither they nor you
" may fail at your perils. And this shall be unto you and them a
•' sufficient warrant. Dated at the star-chamber, the first of Feb. 1637.

*' \V. Cant. Henry Vaine, Arundall and Surry,
•' Guil. LondoD. The. Coventry, J. Coke."

IHd. p. 14, li.
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he was, by another warrant, and without any cause assigned,

committed close prisoner to the Fleet.*

During Mr. Burton's close confinement, two anonymous

publications came forth, the one entitled, " A Divine Tra-

gedy, containing a Catalogue of God's late Judgments upon

Sabbath-breakers;" the other, " News from Ipswich,"discover-

ing the innovations and severities of the prelates, especially

Bishop Wren of Norwich. These were supposed to have

been written by Mr. William Prynne, the lawyer. Dr. John
Bastvvick, a physician, having published a book, entitled,

Apologeticus ad prasules Anglkanos, and a pamphlet, called,

" The New Litany ;"t these three, Mr. Burton, Mr. Prynne,

and Dr. Bastwick, now confined in prison, were prosecuted

in the star-chamber, for " writing and publishing seditious,

schismatical, and libellous books against the hierarchy, and

to the scandal of the government." This was the substance

of the indictment. They had warmly reflected upon the

bishops, taxed them with inclinations to popery, and ex-

claimed against the severity and injustice of the proceedings

of the high commission. The persons then in power were

of too impatient and revengeful a temper to let such reflec-

tions and invectives go unpunished.^

W hen the three defendants had prepared their answers to

the indictment, they could not obtain counsel to sign them,

through fear of the prelates ; upon which they petitioned

the court to receive them from themselves, which was
rejected. However, Mr. Prjnne and Dr. Bastwick, having

no other remedy, left their answers at the office, signed

by their own hands, but were, nevertheless, proceeded

against pro confesso. Mr. Burton prevailed upon Mr. Holt,

* The following is a copy of this second warrani:—" To the warden
•' of the Fleet or his deputy. These are to will and require you to receive
" into your custody, the person of Henry Burton, clerk, sent herewith
" unto you, and to keep him a close prisoner in the Fleet, not suffering
•' any one to speak with him until further order, whereof you may not fail

*• at your perils, and this shall be your warrant. Dated from Whitehall,
*' the second of Feb. 1637.
*' W. Cant. Arundall and Surry, T. Jerrayn and Jo. Coke,
" Guil. London, Pembroke and Mountgomery, Fra. Windebanke."

Prynne s Discovery of the Prelates' Tyranny, p. 16. Edit. 1641.

+ In the indictment against t!ie three prisoners, it is said, that Dr.

Bastwick had signified in his " Litany," in the name of his wife, who was
great with child, that he was desirous of father William's holiness (meaning
Laud) and William London, the principal governor of the treasury, being

rodfathers to his child, not doubting; that he should procure the whore of

Babylon, with whom thev had so long committed fornication, to be god-
znothe:-.—flafcsr's MS. Codec, vol. xxxiii. p. 229, 220.

t Biog. Briun. rol. i. p. 680. £dit. 177S.
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a learned and an aged bencher of Gray's-inn, to sign his

answer ; but tlie court, instead of receiving it, even when
signed, ordered the two chief justices to expunge what they

deemed unfit to be brought into the court. Accordinsflv,

they struck out the whole answer, consisting of forty sheets

of paper, except a few lines at the beginning, and a fevj

more at the end : and because Mr. Burton would not

acknowledge it thus purged, he was, in like manner, pro-

ceeded against j9ro co)/fesso.'*

The three prisoners were brought to the bar June 14, 1637,
when they offered to defend their several answers at the

peril of their lives ; but the court, finding them not filed on
record, would not receive them. The prisoners at the bar

cried aloud for justice, and that their answers might be
read ; but, however reasonable their request, it was peremp-
torily denied. During the trial, Prynne and Bastwick having

been examined, the learned judges came next to the case of

Mr. Burton, which was as follows

:

Lord Keeper. Mr. Burton, what say you ?

Burton. My good lords, your honours, it should seem, do
deteniiine to censure us, and take our cause 2)70 confessOj

although we have laboured to give your honours satisfaction

in all things. My lords, what have you to say against my
book? I confess, I did write it; yet did I not say any

thing out of intent of commotion or sedition. I delivered

nothing but what my text led me to, being chosen to suit

with the day, namely, the fifdi of November.
L. Keeper. Mr. Burton, I pray stand not naming texts of

scripture now : we do not send for you to preach, but to

answer to those things which are objected against you.

Burton. My lord, I have drawn up my answer, to my
great pains and charges ; which answer was signed with my
counsel's hand, and received into the court according to tiie

rule and order thereof. And 1 did not think to have been

called this day to a censure, but to have had a legal proceed-

ing by way of bill and answer.

L. Keeper. Your answer was impertinent.

Burton. !My answer, after it was entered in the court,

was referred to the judges, but by -what means I do not

know ; and what cause your lordships had to cast it out, I

know not. But after it was approved of and received, it

was cast out as an intpertinent answer.

Lord Finch. The judges did you a good turn, to make it

* Prynne's Piflates' Tyranny, p. 14—IS, 40—43.
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impertinent ; for it was as libellous as your book : so that

your answer deserved a censure alone.

L. Keeper. What say you, Mr. Burton, are you guilty

or not ?

Burton. My lord, I desire you to peruse my book, not

only here and there, but every passage of it.

L. Keeper. Mr. Burton, time is short. Are you guilty,

or not guilty ? What say you to that v.hich was read ? Doth

it become a minister to deliver himself iu such a railing and

scandalous way ?

Burton. In my judgment, and as I can prove it, it was

nehher railing nor scandalous. I conceive, that a minister

hath a larger liberty than always to go in a mild strain. I

being a pastor of my people, whom I had in charge, and

was to instruct, I supposed it was my duty to inform them

of those innovations diat are crept into the church, as like-

wise of the danger and ill consequences of them. As for

my answer, ye blotted out what ye would, and then the rest,

which made best for your own ends, you would have to

stand ; and now for me to tender only what will serve for

your own turns, and renounce the rest, were to desert my
cause ; which, before I will do, or desert my conscience, I

will rather desert my body, and deliver it up to your lord-

ships to do with it what you will.

L. Keeper. This is a place where you should crave

mercy and favour, Mr. Burton, and not stand on such terms

as you do.

Burton. Wherein I have offended through human frailty,

I crave pardon of God and man. And I pray God, that, in

your sentence, you may so censure us that you may not sin

against the Lord.*

Thus, while Mr. Burton and his fellow-prisoners desired

to say more for themselves, they were interrupted, and com-
manded silence ; when the following dreadful sentence was

passed upon them :
" That Burton shall be deprived of his

ecclesiastical benefice, degraded from his ministerial func-

tion and degrees in the university, as Prynne and Bastwick

have been from their professions of law and physic ;t they

* Harleian Miscellany, vol. iv. p. 17. Edif, 1*43.

+ Mr, Prynne having published his " Histrio-Mastix," a boo!i against

plays, masquerades, &c. it o;ave great offence to Archbishop L?.ud, who, in

the year 1633, procured a sentence against him in the star-chainbcr. "That
he should be disabled from the practice of the law, be degraded from hTs

degree in the university, be set in the pillory, have both his ears cut off,

his book, burnt by the common hanginati, to pay a fine o^ Jive thousand

pounds, and to be imprisoned during life;" which sentence was rigorously



48 LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

shall be fined eachJive thousand pounds ; they shall stand in

the pillory at Westminster, and have their ears cut off; and
because Prynne hath already lost his ears, by sentence of
the court in 1633, the remainder of the stumps shall be cut
off, and he shall be stigmatized on both his cheeks with the

letters S. L. for a seditious libeller; and they shall suffer

perpetual imprisonment, in three of the remotest prisons of
the kingdom, namely, in Carnarvon, Cornwall, and Lancaster
castles." Previous to the execution of this terrible sentence,

Mr. Burton's parishioners sent a petition to the king, signed
by a great number of hands, humbly entreating his pardon
and liberty. It was presented by two of them, who were
immediately committed to prison for their pains.* And,
June 30th, the sentence was executed upon the three pri-

soners, the hangman sawing off the remainder of Prynne's
ears, rather than cutting them.t

These three men were of the three most credible pro-
fessions, and not of the meanest character in their several

faculties. Nevertheless, they are called by many bigotted

historians, theseye//o?e's, these pillory-men, these stigmatized

scoundrels : when, in fact, the truly stigmatized, as our
author observes, were their persecutors, who really deserved
the punishment which these injured gentlemen suffered.

Their crime, if any they w^ere guilty of, was not against any
law of the land, but the tyrannical oppressions of the

prelates.

t

On passing the above sentence, Archbishop Laud made a
long and laboured speech, to clear himself from the charge
of inyiovations, with which he was branded by the puritans.

Though Laud was the chief prosecutor of these unfortunate
sufferers, and his hand was first put to their numerous
warrants, he made, in this speech, the following declarations :

" I can say it clearly and truly, as in the presence of God,
" I have done nothing, as a prelate, to the uttermost of what
" I am conscious, but with a single heart, and with a sincere
" intention for the good government and honour of the

executed. At the same time, Dr. Bastwick having published his Elenckus
Papismi et Flagellum Episcoporum Latialium, against the papists,

declaring he intended nothing against our bishops, but only those of Rome,
he was, nevertheless, sentenced in Ihe high commission, " to fine a thousand
pounds, to be excommunicated, debarred the practice of physic, his book to

be burnt, and to be imprisoned till he made his recantation."

—

Whitlocke's
Memorials, p. 18, 21.

* Strafforde's Letters, vol. 11, p. 57. Edit. 1739-
f Rushworth'sCollec. vol. ii. p. S82.—Prynne's Prelates' Tyranny, p, 61.

X Clarendon and Whitlocke Compared, p. 53.
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" church,* and the maintenance of the orthodox truth and
" religion of Christ, professed, estabhshed, and maintained
" in this church of England." Was the conscience then of
this reverend prelate become so callous, that, by continued

acts of crnelty and oppression, he had lost all feeling for his

fellow-creatures? In the conclusion of the above speech,

still addressing the lords M'ho constituted the court, he even
adds :

—" I humbly give you all hearty thanks for yourjust
" and honourable censure upon these men, and your unanimous
"dislike of them!"+ No one M'ill for a moment dispute

their unanimous dislike of them ; but whether this, as well as

the jiist and honourable censure put upon them, was deserving

the hearty thanks of a learned and pious archbishop, will

certainly be questioned. An impartial writer very justly

observes, that as the punishment of these men was ex-

orbitant, and disproportionate to the offence, it was then,

and hath been ever since, looked upon by all merciful and
unprejudiced persons with horror and detestation.

|

The morning when the prisoners were to suffer theu'

heavy sentence, Mr. Burton being brought to the Palace-

yard, Westminster, and beholding the pillory, he said,

" Never was my wedding-day so welcome and joyful to me
as this day is ; and so much the more, seeing I have so noble

a captain, who hath gone before me with so undaunted a

spirit, tliat he saith of himself, ' I gave my back to the

smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair.'

The Lord God will help me; therefore, I shall not be
confounded. Shall I be ashamed of a pillory for Christ,

who was not ashamed of a cross for me r" Then being put
in the pillory, he addressed the immense crowd of spectators,

saying, " Good people, I am brought hither to be a spectacle

to the world, to angels, and to men. And though I stand

here to undergo the punishment of a rogue ; yet, unless it be
the property of a rogue to be a faithful servant of Christ,

and a loyal subject to the king, I am clear from any such

charge. But if to be Christ's faithful servant, and the king's

loyal subject, deserve such kind of punishment as this, I

glory in it, and bless God my conscience is clear. I bless

God, who hath accounted me worthy of these sufferings.

* The character given of his grace by Lord Clarendon, very much
accords with the good opinion he had of himself. " Xo man," observes

the noble historian, " was ever more plentifully replenished with a good
conscience, and most sincere and worthy intentions, and a man of immense
virtue."

—

Clarendotts Hist. vol. i, p. 61.

+ Laud's Speech annexed to Troubles, vol, ii. p, 67—84.
% Biog. Britan. vol. i. p. 68?.

VOL. in. £
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I bless God, I am full of comfort." With a grave and
cheerful countenance he added :

"• I was never in such a

pulpit before. Little do you know what fruit God is able*

to produce from this dry tree. Through these holes (meaning
the pillory) God can bring light to his church. My con-

science, in the discharge of my ministerial duty, in admonish-
ing my people to beware of the creeping in oj'popery, and in

exhorting them unto a dutiful obedience to God and theO
king, was that which first occasioned my sufferings. The
truth which I have preached, I am ready to seal with my
own blood, and this is my crown both here and hereafter.

'

When he was delivered out of the pillory, and again brought
upon the scaffold, the executioner cut off liis ears in a most
barbarous manner ;* during which, and while the blood was
streaming in every direction, he manifested the greatest

constancy and composure of mind, saying, " Be content;

blessed be God, it is well ;" and much more to the same
purpose. f Mr. Prynne and Dr. Bastwick had this part of

their sentence executed at the same time and place.

The day preceding the execution of the above sentence, it

was decreed in the star-chamber, " That Henry Burton shall

be sent to Lancaster castle, WUliam Prynne to Carnarvon
castle, and John Bastwick to Launceston castle, and there

suffer perpetual imprisonment, and not be allowed any use

of pen, ink, or paper, or any other book than the Bible, the

Book of Commo* Prayer, and certain books of devotion

;

and no person to have access to them." Accordingly, July

26th, Dr. Bastwick was taken from the Gatehouse ; the day

following, Mr. Prynne was taken from the Tower; and, July

28th, Mr. Burton was taken from the Fleet ; and, their sores

not being cured, were conveyed to their respective places of

confinement. As they passed out of the city, vast multitudes

of people came forth to witness their departure, taking their

final and sorrowful farewell. As Mr. Burton passed from
Smithfield to Brown's-well, a little beyond Highgate, it is

said that no less than one hundred thousand persons were
collected to witness his departure, and that his wife, going

along in a coach, had great sums of money thrown to her as

she passed along. j But the liberty given to Mr. Burton and
his fellow-sufferers to speak in the pillory ; and the affection

* His ears were pared so close, that the temporal artery being cut, the

blood gushed out in torrents upon the scaffold. The sight of this awakened
the compassion and cries of an iniinensc concourse of people.

—

FuUer^i
Church Hist. b. xi, p. 155 —Strnfforde's Letters, vol. ii. p. 85.

+ Prynne's Prelates' Tyranny p. 46—60.

J Strafforde's Letters, vol. ii. p. 114.
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and compassion of the populace, were highly offensive to

X-aud's proud spirit ; as appears from his letter to Wentworth,
dated August 2S, 1637 :* " What say you to il," observes
the intolerant prelate, " that Prynne and his fellows should be
" suffered to talk what they pleased while they stood m the
" pillory, and win acclamalions from the people, and have
" notes taken of what tliey spake, and tliose spread m written
" copies about the city ; and that when they went out of
" town to their several miprisouments, there were thousands
" suffered to be upon the way to take their leave, and God
" knows what else ?—And I hear Prynne was very much
" welcomed, both m Coventry and West-Chester, as he
" passed towards Carnarvon."+ A writer of some eminence
observes, that nature seemed to have designed Laud for the

office of an inquisitor, lie was tierce and unrelenting in his

* StraflForde's Letters, vol. ii. p. 99.

+ Mr, Prynne, on liis way from London to Carnarvon, spent the Lord's
day at Coventry ; where he twice attended divine service at church, and
several persons, his friends, visited him at the inn, his coudnclors having
received no orders to the contrary. Arch! • 'lop Laud hearing of tliis,

immediately sent a messenger to Coventry, to bring the mayor and six
others up to London, and convened them before the council-table. Though
most of them never spoke to Mr. Prynne, they were obliged to a continued
attendance for some time, and put to two or three hundred pounds
expense, when they were reprimanded and dismissed. On Mr. Prynne's
arrival at Chester, Mr. Calvin Brewen and some others visited him at the
inn, assisted him in the purcl)ase of some necessary furniture for his

chamber at Carnarvon, and manifesied certain other acts of kindness
towards him. But by the direction of Laud, pursuivants were sent with
warrants to apprehend them, and bring them before the high commission at
York; when some were fined three, and some five hundred pounds, and
forced to enter into bonds of three hundred pounds each, not only to abide
by the further appointment of that court, but to make such public
acknowledgment in the cathedral of Chester, and before the mayor,
aldermen, and citizens, in the town-hall, as the commissioners should
prescribe. Also, these pious high commissioners hearing that there were
five paintings of Rlr. Prynne, in the possession of his friends in Chester,
they not only prosecuted the poor painter, but sent torth two warrants,
first to deface the paintings, then to burn them. Accordingly, the inoffen-

sive paintings were apprehended and defaced, and then publicly burnt at
the high-cross in Chester, in the presence of the mayor, aldermen, and
citizens. It is curious further to observe, that the Bishop of Chester, who
took an active part in these barbarous proceedings, out of enmity to Mr.
Prynne, called his crop-eared horse by the name of Prynne. Thus
the angry and revengeful prelates, not glutted by the severe sentence
obtained against Mr. Prynne, pursued and grievously oppressed those who,
as he was conveyed to prison, shewed him any acts of civility. Mr.
,Prynne's servant was also severely prosecuted in the high commission,
and sent from prison to prison, only for refusing to accuse his master.
The archbishop, who was leader in all these barbarous proceedings, and
whom Granger considers eminent for sincere and ardent piety, seemed
destitute of the feelings of humanity. — Prynne's Prelates' Tyranny,
p. 92—108.

—

Neal's Puritans, vol. ii. p. 280.—Granger's Biog. Hist.
vol. ii. p. 153.
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disposition, void of mercy and compassion, and grudged those

whom his rage and despotic power had reduced to very great

extremities, even the pity and relief of friends. ^Vhat

worse character can exist ? Who can be more justly odious

to every man, than a vain mortal armed with power, and

using it to wreak his vengeance on his foes ? Ought not the

memory of such wretches to be treated with a proper indigna-

tion ?* These are certainly strong expressions ; but how much
truth they contain is left with the candid reader to judge.

While the three prisoners were on their way to their distant

places of confinement, the tyrannical archbishop, not content

with the order sent along with them, procured a fresh one,

dated July 30, 1637, which was sent after them, and by

which he obtained a more severe imprisonment. In this

order there appeared, however, one clause in favour of the

prisoners, that, during their close imprisonment, his majesty

would give them allowance of their food. The m hole order

was as follows :
" Whereas Henry Burton is, by the late

*' sentence of the high court of star-chamber, to be committed
" to the goal, in the castle of Lancaster, and there to be kept
" close prisoner. Their lordship's conceiving that the said

" Burton cannot be in a common goal kept so close a
*' prisoner as by the said sentence is intended ; upon con-
" sideration thereof, do hereby will and require the constable
*' or other chief oflicers of the said castle of Lancaster, and his
*' deputy or either of them, to suffer the sheriif of the county
*' of Lancaster, or the keeper of the said goal, still to use
*' such room or chamber without the said goal, and within the
*' said castle, as shall be most fit and convenient to keep the

" said Burton a close prisoner there : and that none of the

" other prisoners, or any other person or persons, be permitted
" to come into the said castle to confer or in any way to
*' converse with the said Burton, such only excepted as are
*' to take care of his safety, or to attend the said Burton to

" give him daily sustenance and relief. And the said Burton
*' is not to be permitted to have the use of any pen, ink, or
*' paper, or any book or books save only the Bible, the Book
" of Common Prayer, and such other canonical books, as he
" shall desire for his conif-ort and devotion, and which are
*' consonant to the religion professed in the church of
" England. In regard of which close imprisonment, his

*' majesty will give allowance for his diet, for all which this

" order shall be a sufficient warrant unto the said constable,

* Harris's Life of Charles I. p. 231, 232.



H. BURTON. 5S

*' or other chief officer of the said castle of Lancaster, and to
" his deputy, and the goaler aforesaid."* Though this order
might seem to make some atonement for the numerous
severities intiicted upon them, and be intended to blind the
eyes of the people ; instead of receiving his majesty's favour,
not one of them, through the influence of the reverend
prelates, received one penny of the royal bounty ; and if

their friends and keepers had not been more charitable than
their lordships, they would soon have perished in their
prisons.

Great numbers of persons, who pitied these unhappy
sufferers, having resorted to the places where they were con-
fined, the relentless archbishop, to add afflictions to the
afflicted, and to deprive them olf all possibility of receiving
comfort or relief from their Avives, relations, or friends, pro-
cured an order for their perpetual banishment and close im-
prisonment, in the islands of Guernsey, Jersey, and Scilly.

This order, now before me, is much the same as that which
followed them to their other places of confinement, only it

contains this additional severity :
'' That no letters or writings

" be permitted to be brought to the said prisoners, nor from
" them, to any person or place whatsoever. And that the
" wives of the said Burton and Bastvvick (Prynne not being
" married) shall not be permitted to land on any of the said
" islands ; and if they or either of them shall be found so
" offending, such offender or offenders shall forthwith be
" connnitted to prison. And that in conveying the said
" prisoners to the said islands, no person whatsoever, besides
" those who have the care and charge of them, shall be per-
*' mitted to speak with them." What greater cruelty ever
appeared in the Spanish Inquisition, or among the barbarities
of the Algiereans ? According to the above order, Mr. Burton,
contrary to his sentence in the star-chamber, and without
any cause shewn, was removed from the castle of Lancaster
to Castle-cornet in the island of Guernsey ; where he arrived

December 15, 1637, and was shut up in a low, narrow, dark
room, almost suffocated for want of air, and no one allowed
to see or speak to him. Dr. Bast^ick was also removed
from the castle of Launceston to the castle on the island of
Scilly; and Mr. Prynne from Carnarvon to the castle of
Montorguiel in Jersey, where they were shut up close pri-

soners.!

These oppressive and illegal proceedings, however gratify-

* Prynne's Prelates' Tyranny, p. 84. i Ibid. p. 61—98.

i(
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ing they might be to the spirit of Archbishop Laud, will

rouse the pity and indignation of ever_, generous and pious

mind. 'Ihe learned Mosheim, in allusion to these shocking

severities, observes, " That a violent spirit of animosity and
persecution discovered itself through the v\ hole of Laud's

ecclesiastical administration. This haughty prelate executed

the plans of his royal master, and fulfil icd the views of his

own am])ition, without using those mild and moderate

methods, that prudence employs to make unpopular schemes
go down. He carried things with a high hand.. When he
found the laws opj)osing his views, he treated them with con-

tempt, and violated them m ithout hesitation. He loaded the

puritans with injuries and vexations, and aimed at nothing less

than their total extinction."*

The three prisoners remained in the above remote islands,

under most severe usage, till the year 1G40. During this

period, Mrs. Burton and Mrs. Bastwick, as widows forcibly

divorced from their husbands, often petitioned his majesty,

and the lords of the council, for liberty to visit them, or that

they might reside on those islands where they were imprisoned,

or that they might be shut up in close prison with them.

But, by the sovereign power and influence of Laud, their

petitions were all rejected. Though the archbishop could

never be prevailed on to forgive the three sufferers, he said,

" He humbly beseeched God toforgive them." One of the

prisoners, however, obtained some mitigation of his afflic-

tions. For, upon the petition of Sir Thomas Jermin,

governor of Jersey, being presented to the king, in behalf of

Mr. Prynne, he was allowed to attend divine service, and
receive the sacrament in the castle, and to walk with his

keeper in the gardens. But as soon as the unmerciful arch-

bishop heard of the royal indulgence, he fell into a violent

rage, and sent a messenger for one Mr. Hungerford, who had
been employed in procuring it, and convened him before the

council.

+

In the above year, the prisoners were called home by
order of the parliament. For, November 7th, Mrs. Burton
and Mrs. Bastwick having presented petitions to the house
of commons, in behalf of their husbands, complaining of

their heavy sentence in the star-chamber, the liouse im-

mediately ordered, " I'hat their said husbands shall be forth-

with sent for, in safe custody, by a warrant of the house,

directed to the governors of the islands where they are pri-

* Moshcim's Eccl.Hisf. vol. v. p. 393.
f Frynne's Prelates' Tyranny, p. 1 10.

''

I
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soiiers, and to the captains of the castles there ; that the cause

of iheii being detained may be here certilied."* This warrant

is dated November 7, 1640. A petition was also presented

in behalf of Mr. Pr) nne, when the house gave a similar order

for his return.

Mr. Burton and Mr, Prynne coming in the same vessel,

arrived at Dartmouth on the 22nd of November, where
they were received and entertained with extraordinary de-

monstrations of ati'ection and joy. In the whole of their

journey to the metropolis, they were attended with a marvel-

lous conflux of people, and not only their charges borne \\ ith

great magniiicence, but liberal presents given them. This

kind of treatment they met with ail the way, great numbers of

people meetmg them at their entrance into all the towns

through which they passed, and waiting upon them some
distance out, with wonderful acclamadous of joy. As they

approached the metropolis, the road betwixt I3rentford and

London was so full of coaches, horsemen, and persons on
foot, come to meet them, and congratulate them on their safe

arrival, that it was with difficulty they could ride one mile an

hour. As they entered London, there was so immense a con-

course of people, that they were nearly three hours in passing

from Charing-cross to their lodgings in the city. The
numerous crowds who escorted them into the city, in token

of their great joy, carried lighted torches before them, strewed

the road with herbs and flowers, put rosemary and bays in

their hats, and, as they went along, with loud acclamations

for their deliverance, shouted, We/come home, zcelcome home !

God bless you, God bless you : God be thanked Jo?- your

returns

On November 30th, being two days after his arrival in

London, Mr. Burton appeared before the house of com-
mons, and, December 5th, presented his petition to the house,

entitled, " The humble Petition of Henry Burton, late Exile,

and close Prisoner in Castle-cornet, in the Isle of Guernsey."

In this petition he gives a sketch of his numerous and pamful

sufferings, and concludes by recommending his case to their

impartial consideration ; but the whole is too long for our

insertion.^ On the presentation of the petition, with many
others of a similar kind, the house appointed a committee for

their examination; and on the 12th of March following,

* Prynne's Prelates' Tyranny, p. 112.—Rush worth's Collec. vol. v. p. 20.

—Nalson's Collec. vol. i. p. 499.

+ Prynne's Prelates' Tyranny, p. 113, 114.

X Ibid. p. 127—130.—Rushworth's Coll»c. vol. v. p. 78, 79.
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Mr. Rigby delivered their report to the house, when the

house passed the foUoAving resolutions :

1. " That the four commissioners, Dr. Duck, Dr. Worral,

Dr. Sams, and Dr. Wood, proceeded unjustly and illegally in

suspending Mr. Burton from his office and benelice, for not

appearing upon the summons of the first process.

2. " That the breaking up Mr. Burton's house, and arrest-

ing his person without any cause shewed, and before any suit

depended against him in the star-chamber, and his close im-

prisonment thereupon, are against the law and the liberty of

the subject.

3. " That John Wragg hath offended in searching and

seizing the books and papers of Mr. Burton, by colour of

a general warrant dormant from the high commissioners ; and
that the said warrant is against law and the liberty of the

subject ; and that sergeant Dendy and alderman Abel have

offended in breaking open the house of Mr. Burton, and ought

respectively to make him reparation for the same.

4. " That Mr. Burton ought to have reparation and

recompence for the damages sustained by the aforesaid pro-

ceedings of Dr. Duck and others, who suspended him from

his office and benefice.

5. " That the warrant from the council-board, dated

at Whitehall, February 2, 1637, for committing Mr. Burton
close prisoner, and the commitment thereupon, is illegal, and
contrary to the liberty of the subject.

6. " That the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishop of

London, the Earl of Arundal and Surrey, the Earl of Pem-
broke and Montgomery, Sir H. Vane, Sir J. Coke, and Sir

Francis Windebank, do make reparations to Mr. Burton for

his damages sustained by this imprisonment."

The 24th of the same month, Mr. Burton's case being

again brought before the house, it was further resolved :

1

.

" That the sentence in the star-chamber against Mr.
Burton is illegal, and without any just ground, and ouglit to

be reversed, and he ought to be freed from the fine of .^5000,

and the imprisoimient imposed upon him by the said sentence,

and to be restored to his degrees in the university, orders in

the ministry, and to his ecclesiastical benefice in Friday-street,

London.
2. *^ That the order of the council-board for transferring

Mr. Burton from the castle of Lancaster to the isle of

Guernsey, and his imprisonment there, are against law and

the liberty of the subject.

3. " That the said Mr. Burton ought to have reparation
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and recompence for the damages sustained by the said

imprisonment, loss of his ears, and other evils sustained by

the said unjust and illegal proceedings."*

On the 20th of April, the house of commons voted

Mr. Burton to receive six thousand pounds for his damages

sustained, but the confusions of the times prevented the

payment of the money. And by an order of the house,

dated June 8, 1641, he Mas restored to his former ministry

and benefice in Friday-street.t Mr. Prynne and Dr. Bastwick

also presented their petitions to the house, when their cases

Avere taken into consideration, and the house passed similar

resolutions in their favour.^:

On Mr. Burton's restoration, he formed a church after the

model of the independents ; and he appears to have greatly

prospered in his public ministry. Wood represents him as

severe in the exercise of church discipline ; that he would

admit none to the Lord's supper besides members of his OMn
church, or any to baptism besides the children of such ; that

he challenged a power of examination into the lives and

conversation of members, casting out whom he pleased, and

not admitting them till they gave satisfaction to the church

;

and that he would not administer the Lord's supper at Easter.

j

But this author further observes, that towards the close of

his life, he became more moderate ; and he lived till after the

beheading of his old master. King Charles I. Herein,

Prynne's Prelates' Tyranny, p. 139—141.—Rusbworth's Collect, vol. v.

p. 207, 213.—Nalson's Collec. vol. i. p. 78T, 794.

+ Prynne's Prelates' Tyranny, p. 143.

J Mr. Prynne was afterwards chosen member of the long parliament.

He was a man of a courageous spirit, and boldly stepped forwards to

correct every enormity in church and state. He was, perhaps, one of the

hardest students that ever existed. He was called one of the greatest

paper-worms that ever crept into a library. Wood supposes that he wrote

a sheet for every day of his life, computing from the time of his arrival to

man's estate to the day of his death. He says, " his custom was, when
" he studied, to put on a long quilted cap, which came an inch over his

" eyes, serving as an umbrella to defend them from too much light ; and
" seldom eating a dinner, would every three hours, or more, be mounching
" a roll of bread, and now and then refresh his exhausted spirits with ale."

This voluminous writer was author of about two hundred books, which he

gave, in forty volumes folio and quarto, to the public library of Lincoln's-

inn. On the restoration of Charles II., some one asked the king what
must be done with Prynne, to make him quiet. " Why," said his

majesty, " let him amuse himself with writing against the catholics, and in

" poring over the records of the Tower." To enable him to do the

latter, Charles made him keeper of the records of the Tower, with a salary

of five hundred pounds a year. He died October 24, 1669.— tVood's

Athena: Oxon. vol. ii, p. 311—327.

S Ibid. p. 460.
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however, he is mistaken ; for Mr. Burton was buried January

7, 16"47, aged sixty-eight years.*

'1 he memory of this zealous and faithful servant of Christ

has suiftred die reproach and contempt of most of our

bigotted historians ; but, from the foregoing narrative, his

manifold and painful sufferings stand as a monument of

-disgrace to the government under which he lived, and
especially as a lasiing itptouch to Archbishop J i'aud.t borne,

indeed, have not been ashamed to assert, tiiat his heavy

sentence, with that of his fellow-sutitrers, was just and

ncceaaarij.X liut, says Granger, " Tlie piiuishment of these

men, who Vvere of the diree great professions, was ignominious

and severe. 1 he indignity and severity of their punishment

gave general orfence ; and they were no longer regarded as

criamials, but confessors."$

His Works, in acUhtion to those aiicady mentioned. — I. A
Ceiisiire of Simony, 1624.—2. Isiud's Fast, or Meditations on the
seventh Chap, of Joshua, 1028.—3. Truth's 'riimisiih over Trent, or

the great Cnlph l)ct\veen Sion and Bai'jlon; t!)at is, (he irreconcile-

able Opposition between the Apostoiic Chnrch of Clirist and the

Apostate Synagogue of Antichrist, in the main and fundamental
Doctrine of Justifieation, 1029.—4. The Law and the Gospel recon-
ciled against the Antinomians, 1631.—5. The Christian's Bulwark, or

the Eoctrine of Justification, 16.32.—6. Exceptions jigainst Dr.
Jackson's Treatise of the Divine Essence and Avuibutes, 163..

—

7. Jesu Worship Confuted: or, certain Arguments against Bowing
at the Name of Jesus, proving it to be Idolatrous and Superstitions,

and so utterly unlawful: With Objections to the contrary fidly

Answered, 1641.—8. 'J he Soumiing of the two last Trumpets:
or. Meditations on the ninth, tenth, and eleventh Chapters of
Revelation, 1641. — 9. The Protestation Protested; or, a short

Kemonstrance shewing what is principally required of all those v\ho

take the last Parliamentary Protestation, 1641.— 10. England's
Bondage and Hopes of Deliverance, a Sermon preached before the

I'arliament, 1641.— 11. A Narration of his own Life, 1643.—12. A
Vindication of Independent Churches, in Answer to Mr. Pryiine,

1644.— 13. Parliamciit's Power for Laus in Religion, 1645.— 14. Truth
Vindicated against Calumny, in a brief Answer to Dr. Bastwick's two
books, entitled, ' Independency not God's Ordinance,' 1645.

—

15. 'I'ruth shut out of Doors ; or, a brief Narrative of the Occasion
and Manner of Proceeding of Alderraanbury parish in shntting their

Clmrch-door against him, 1645.— 16. Truili still Truth, though shut

out of Doors, 1616.— 17. Conformity's Deformity, in a Dialogue

between Conformity and Conscience, 1646.— 18. Relation of Air.

Chillingworth.

* Peck's Desiderata Curio.^a, vol. ii. b. xiv. p. 22.

+ The portraits of Arclibishoii Laud and Mr. Burton, both whole
lengths, were published in one print. The prelate is represented as vomit-

ing up his own works, and Mr. Burton holding his head. The print is

exiroinch scarce and cniious.

—

Granger'n Biog. Hist. vol. ii. p. 152.

X Vernon's Life of Ileylin, p. 91. Edit. I6S2.

^ Granger's Biog. Hist. vol. ii. p. 192, 193.
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Henry Wilkinson, B, D.— This Morthy divine was
born in the vicarage of Hahfax, Yorkshire, October 9, 1566,

and educated in Merton college, Oxford. He was a near

relation to Sir Henry Savile, by whose favour he w as elected

probationer fellow of the college; and in the year 1601, he
became pastor of ^^'adfitsdon in Buckinghamshire, where
he contmued in the laborious and faidiful exercise of his

ministry forty- six years. He married the only daughter of

Mr. Arthur \\ ake, anodier zealous puritan divine, by whom
he had six sons and three daughters. She was a person

of most amiable character, and they lived together in

mutual affection upwards of tifty years. He was a man of

considerable learning and piety, and behig an old puritan, says

Wood,* was elected one of the assembly of divines. But it

is said that he spent most of his time among Ids parishioners,

by whom he was exceedingly beloved and revered.

Mr. Wilkinson m as author of " A Catechisme for the use

of the Congregation of Waddesdon," oftentimes printed.

Also " The Debt-book ; or, a Treatise upon Rom. xiii. 8.

wherein is handled the civil debt of money or goods," 1625 ;

and several other articles. The celebrated Dr. Henry
Wilkinson, Margaret professor at Oxford, and ejected at the

restoration, was his son.t Mr. Neal very much confounds

the one with the other. t Mr. Wilkinson died at Waddesdon,
March 19, 1647, aged eighty-one years. His mortal remains

were laid in the chancel of his own church, where, against

the south wall, was a monumental inscription erected, of

w hich the following is a translation :§

Henry Wilkinson,
forty-six years the faithful pastor of this church,

was born the ninth day of October, 1566,

and died the niueteeuth day of March, 1647.

He married Sarah
the only daughter of Arthur AVake

of Sawey Forest in the county of Northampton,
with whom he lived in holy concord fifty-three years,

and by w horn he had nine children,

six sons and three daughters.
The remains of the aforesaid Sarah AVilkinson,

who lived to the age of seventy years,

were laid by the side of her husband,
leaving us an example

of a most upright and holy life,

* Wood's Athenae Oxon. vol. ii. p. 59.

+ Palmer's Noncon. Mem. vol. i. p. 241.

X Neal'g Puritans, vol. iii. p. 54.

S "Ward's Gresham Professors, p. 213, 214.
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and a reputation scarcely to be exceeded.
John Wilkinson, son of the above,

who died December 18, 1664,
aged sixty-one years,

was also interred

near them.

Thomas Coleman, A. M.— This learned and pious
divine was born in the city of Oxford, in the year 1598, and
educated in Magdalen college, in that university. Having
entered upon the ministerial work, he became vicar of Bliton
in Lincolnshire 5 but he was persecuted, and afterwards
driven from the place for nonconformity. On the com-
mencement of the civil wars, he fled for refuge to London,
was made rector of St. Peter's, Cornhill, and chosen one of
the assembly of divines. He frequently preached before

the parliament; and, October 15, 1643, when both houses
took the covenant, he preached before tlie lords, giving some
explanation of it. He observed on this occasion, " that by
prelacy, as used in the covenant, was not meant all episco-

pacy, but only the form therein described."* In 1644, he
was appointed one of the committee of examination and
approbation of public preachers. The year following, in

the grand debate of the assembly, concerning the divine right

of the presbyterian mode of church government, he gave his

opinion against it ; and openly declared, both in the assembly
and from the pulpit, that if the divine right of presbyterianism

should ever be established by public authority, he was ap-
prehensive it would prove equally arbitrary and tyrannical as

the prelacy had been. He therefore proposed that, under
present circumstances, the civil magistrate should have the

power of the keys till the nation should be brought into a

more settled state.t

Mr. Coleman was of erastian principles respecting church

government ; but he fell sick during the above debate ; and
some of the members waiting upon him, he desired they

would not come to any conclusion till they had heard what
he had further to offer upon the question. But liis complaint

increasing, he died in a few days, and the whole assembly

paid the last tribute of respect to his memory by attending

his funeral solemnities, March 30, 1647- Wood says, " he

was so accomplished an Hebrean, that he was commonly
denominated RaLbi Coleman;'" and adds, " that he behaved

* Sylvester's Life of Baxter, part i. p. 49.

t Neal's Puritans, vol. iii. p. 261,
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both modestly and learnedly in the assembly."* Fuller styles

him " a modest and learned divine, equally averse to presby-

tery and prelacy."t

From the eminent talents, learning, and moderation of this

excellent divine, w-e might suppose that even bigotry itself

would lie dormant ; but this unhappy temper, ever mfluenced
by party principles, and to promote a party interest, will break

through all difficulties, to blacken the memory of real worth.

Mr. Coleman, in common with many of his brethren, is the

subject of public calumny. The zealous historian, speak-
ing of those divines who preached before the parliament, says,
*' Another of these brawlers, who seldom thought of a

bishop, or the king's party, but with indignation, was Mr.
Thomas Coleman. In one of his sermons, he thus rants

against the church of England, and violently persuades the

parliament to execute severe justice upon her children. ^ Oiu-

cathedrals in a great part are of late become the nests of idle

drones, and the roosting places of superstitious formalists.

Our fonnalists and government, in the whole hierarchy, are

become a fretting gangrene, a spreading leprosy, an insup-

portable tyranny. Up with it, up with it to the bottom, root

and branch, hip and thigh : destroy these Amalekites, and let

their place be no more found. Throw away the rubs ; out
with the Lord's enemies, and the land's. Vex the Midianites

;

abolish tlte Amalekites, or else they \\'ill vex you with their

wiles, as they have done heretofore. Let popery find no
favour, because it is treasonable ; prelacy as little, because it

is tyrannical.'

" This," our author adds, " was rare stuff for the blades at

Westminster, and pleased them admirably well. Therefore
they straitly order Sir Edward Aiscough and Sir John ^^ ray,

to give the zealot hearty thanks for his good directions, and to

desire him by all means to print it ; which accordingly he did,

and, in requital of thanks, dedicates his fury to their worships
;

where he falls to his old trade again, very prettily by his art of
rhetorick, calling the king's army partakers with atheists,

infidels, and papists ; saying, ' it hath popish masses, super-

stitious worships, cold forms in the service of God : it is

stored with popish priests : it persecutes God's ministers,

painful preachers : it doth harbour all drunken, debauched
clergy, or idle, non-preaching, dumb ministry, our anibitious

tyrannical prelacy, and the sink and dregs of the times ; the

receptacle of the filth of the present and former ages, our

Athene Oxon. vol. ii. p. 5?.

f Tuller's Church Hist, b: xi. p. gl3.
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spiritual court's-men.' This man's railing," he adds, " pleased

the commons so well, that they could think of no man fitter

to prate when their wicked league and covenant was taken

than he ; which accordingly he did to the purpose, tickling

their filthy ears with the same strains of malice ; impudently
affirming, * That none but an atheist, papist, oppressor,

rebel, or the guilty, desperate cavaliers, and light and empty
men, can refuse the covenant :' and so concludes with retiecr

tion upon the king's party, as idolaters. And for this stuff",

Colonel Long must be ordered to give him thanks from the

house."*

Admitting the correctness of our author's extracts, there

was certainly too much truth in many of Mr. Coleman's
remarks, though some of them perhaps require a degree of

limitation. It is, iiowever, a certain fact, which many of our

zealous historians seem willing to forget, that '' their worships,

the blades at Westminster," whose " filthy ears were tickled

with the preacher's strains of malice," and who thanked him
for his sermons, desiring him to print them, even the commons
in parliament, as well as the lords, were, according to

Clarendon, all members of the established church.t Yet,

such is the foul language of the above bigotted and peevish

Avriter, that his prejudices and party feelings appear without

restraint, while he pours forth his abundant slander and con-

tempt upon men of the worthiest character.

His Works.—l.The Christian's Course and Coinijlaint, both in the

pursuit of i:iapi)iiicss desired, and for Advaataiifcs slij»])pd in <iiat

pursuit; a Scnnon preached to the Honourahie Ifouse of Commons
on tlio monthly Fast, Aug. 30, 1C43 ; at St. Margaret's Westminster,
164.0.—2. The Heart's Engagement, a Sermon preaciied at St. Mar-
garet's Westminster, at the public entering into the Covenant, 1643.

—

3. God's unusual Answer to a Solemn Fast, a Scrmoii preached to

both Houses of Parliament, at their public Fast, Sep. 12, 1644

—

1644.—4. A Brotherly Examination Examined: or, a clear Justifica-

tion of those Passages in a Sermon, against which Mr. Gillespie did

preach and write, 16iG.—5. A short Discovery of some Tenets
Avhich intrench upon the Honour and Power of Parliaments.—6. A
Modell, &c.

Ephraim Paget was born in Northamptonshire, in the

year .1575, and educated in Christ's college, Oxford. He
was the son of Mr. Eusebi,us Paget, a celebrated puritan

divine, and a great sufferer for nonconformity. He was so

great a proficient in the knowledge of the languages, that

* Foulis's IJist. of Plots, p. 183, 181.

+ Clarendon's Hist. vol. i, p. 184.
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upon his admittance Into the university, the Greek professor

sought his acquaintance, and derived mucli assistance from

him. At the age of twenty-six years, he understood and
Vixote fifteen or sixteen languages.* Having completed his

studies at the university, he became minister jit St. Edmund's
church, Lombard-street, London, v\here he continued many
years. While in this situation, he entered into the conjugal

state, and married Lady Bord, widow of Sir Stephen Bord,

of a worthy family in Sussex. Upon the commencement of

the civil wars, he was a great sufterer ; and he was so much
troubled and molested, says Wood, that, merely for the sake

of quietness, he left his benefice in his old age, being then

commonly called old father Ephraim. He retired to

Deptford in Kent, where he spent the remainder of his days

in retirement and devotion. He entered upon the joy of his

Lord in the month of April, 1647, aged seventy-two years.

His remains, according to his last will and testament, were
laid in Deptford church-yard. <•

Thousih his name is enrolled amonoj the sufferers in the

royal cause, he is with justice classed among the puritans.

Many excellent divines, who were dissatisfied with the

ecclesiastical discipline and ceremonies, and even with

episcopacy itself, were nevertheless, during the national

confusions, great sufferers on account of their loyal attach-

ment to his majesty and the civil constitution. Their zeal for

the king and his cause exposed them to the severity of the

opposite party. This appears to have been the case with

Mr. Paget. He was decided in his attachment to his

majesty's interest and the civil constitution, for which he was a

sutferer in those evil times
;

yet he was opposed to the

ecclesiastical establishment, as w^ell as the cruel oppressions

of the prelates. Therefore, in the year lG45, being only two
years before his death, he united with his brethren, the

London ministers, in presenting a petition to tlie lords and
commons in parliament, for the establishment of the presby-

terian discipline. :{ He wrote with great bitterness against

the independents, baptists, and other sectaries, by which he
exposed himself to the lesentmcnt of his enemies. " Eiror
and heresy," it is said, " began to take deep root, and to

spread far and wide over the face of the earth: he, therefore,

set himself to discover them, and root them up, when he
published his ' Heresiography.' Hence sprung his trouble;"

» Facet's Heresiography, Pref. Edit. 1662.
+ Wood's Atlienae Oxoo. vol. ii. p. 52.

^ Grey's Exaraination, vol. ii. Appen. p. 8T

—

H9.



64 LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

and it is added, " the enemies of goodness making that the

ground of their mahce, which he wrote to undeceive and
bring them into the way of truth. Upon this he was
persecuted, reviled, slandered, and, through false suggestions,

suffered even imprisonment itself. He bore up manfully, and
suft'ered patiently whatever their malice could inflict, till at

last the Lord in mercy put an end to his misery, and received

liim to himself."* He was an excellent preacher, and his

sermons were as pleasant as they were profitable, drawing

the hearts of his auditors, as by a bait of pleasure, to that

which is good.+

His Works.— 1. Cluistianograpliie : or, a Dcscriplion of the

multitudes and sundry sorts of Ciiristians in tlie world not subject to

the Pope, 1635.—2. A Treatise of the Ancient Christians in Britany,
1640.—3. Heresiographie : or, a Description of the Heresies of later

Times, 1645.—4. The Mystical Wolf, a Sermon on Matt. vii. 15.,

1645.

Thomas Hookee.—This excellent divine was born at

Marfield in Leicestershire, in the year 158G, and educated

in Emanuel college, Cambridge, of which he became fellow.

He acquitted himself in this office with such ability and

faithfulness as commanded universal admiration and applause.

During his abode at Cambridge, he was brought under such

deep convictions of sin, that his mind was overwhelmed with

extreme horror. The anguish of his soul, imder a sense of

his sin and desert, was inconceivable. He was ready to

exclaim, " While I suffer thy terrors, O Lord, I am dis-

tracted." Afterwards, speaking of these mental exercises, he

said, " In the time of my distress, I could reason to the rule

of duty, and see there was no other way of relief but by
Submission to God, and by lying at the feet of Jesus Christ,

humbly waiting for his favour; but when I applied the rule

to myself, and endeavoured to put it in practice, my reason-

ing failed me, and I was able to do nothing." Having
laboured under the spirit of bondage for a considerable time,

he received light and comfort, and his mhid became power-

fully and pleasantly attached to holy and heavenly contempla-

tions. It now became a custom with him, when retiring to

rest at night, to select some particular promise of scripture,

upon which he meditated during his wakeful hours. In this

he found so much improvement and comfort, that he recom-

mended others to adopt the same practice.

* Pagct's Heresiog. Pref. f Lloyd's Meinoires, p. 510.
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Mr. Hooker having tasted that the Lord was gracious,

resolved to employ his time and his talents in the work of the

ministry, when he commenced preaching in London and its

vicinity. He soon became celebrated for his ministerial

endowments, particularly in comforting persons under
spiritual distress. In the year lf)2(j, having been disappointed
of a desired settlement at Colchester, he was chosen lecturer

at Chelmsford, one Mr. Mitchel being the incumbent. His
lectures were soon numerously attended, and a remarkable
unction and blessing attended his preaching. A pleasing

reformation also followed, not only in the town, but likewise

in the adjacent country. By a multitude of public houses in

the town, and by keeping the shops open on the Lord's day,

the people of Chelmsford had become notorious for intem-

perance and the profanation of the sabbath. But by the

blessing of God, so plentifully poured out upon Mr. Hooker's
ministry, these vices were banished from the place, and the

sabbath was visibly sanctified to the Lord. His zealous and
useful labours, however, Avere not continued verv long. For
in about four years his difficulties were so great, on account
of his nonconformity, that he gave up his pulpit and com-
menced teachinor school. He could not defile his conscience

by the observance of the superstitious ceremonies: he had
rather give up his pulpit and his public ministry, which
he dearly loved, than sacrifice the " testimony of a good
conscience.'"'

Though the best and most delightful employment of this

worthy servant of Christ was gone, his iiijiuence was not
lost. This w as wholly employed to promote the Redeemer's
cause. He engaged the various ministers in the vicinity of
Chelmsford, to establish a monthly meeting for fasting,

prayer, and religious conference. By his influence, several

pious young ministers were settled in the neighbourhood, and
others became more established in the fundameuLal doctrines

of the gospel. Indeed, so great was his popularity, and so

high his reputation, when silenced, that no less than forty-
seven conformist ministers of his acquaintance, presented a
petition to the Bishop of London ; in v. hich they testified,

" That they knew and esteemed Mr. Hooker to be orthodox
in his doctrine, honest in his life and conversation, peaceable
in his disposition, and in no wise turbulent or factious."

But these powerful mediators could not prevail. Mr.
Hooker being stigmatized as a puritan, must be buried in

silence. He was bound, about the year 1G.'3(), iii a bond of
fifty pounds, to appear before the high commission ; but this

VOL. III.
"
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bond, by the advice of his friends, he forfeited, preferring

it as a lesser evil to pay so great a sum, than fall into

the hands of the ruling prelates, whose tender mercy was
cruelty.*

Mr. Hooker, to avoid the storm of persecution, fled to

Holland. He had no sooner taken shipping, and the vessel

got uiider sail, than the enraged pursuivants arrived on the

shore, but happily too late to reach him. During the passage,

the ship was in the utmost danger of being lost ; but this holy

man, in this perilous situation, exercised an vmshakeu
confidence in God, who sent a remarkable deliverance. In

Holland, he preached about two years at Delft, as assistant

to Mr. Forbes, an aged and excellent Scotch minister. He
was next called to Rotterdam, where he was employed for

some time as colleague to the celebrated Dr. William Ames.
The greatest friendship and affection subsisted betwixt these

two learned divines. The latter declared, that, notwithstand-

ing his acquaintance with many scholars of different nations,

he had never met with a man equal to Mr. Hooker, either as

a preacher or a learned disputant. He assisted Dr. Ames
in composing his celebrated work, entitled, " A Fresh Suit

against Human Ceremonies in God's Worship." But Mr.
Hooker not finding Holland agreeable to his wishes, and a

number of his friends in England invitino; him at this time to

accompany them to America, he returned to his native

country to prepare for the voyage. He was no sooner come
to England, than the bishop's pursuivants were again

employed to appiehend him. At one time they were upon
the very point of taking him, and even knocked at the door

of the chamber in which he and Mr. Samuel Stone were
employed in friendly conversation. Mr. Stone went to the

door ; when the officers demanded whether Mr. Hooker was
there. "What Hooker?" replied Mr. Stone. "Do you
mean Hooker who once lived at Chelmsford ?" The officers

answered, " Yes, that is he." " If it be he w hom you look

for," observed Mr. Stone, " I saw him about an hour ago at

such a house in the town : you had best hasten there after

him." The officers taking this evasion for a sufficient

account, went their way, while Mr. Hooker concealed

himself more securely, till he went on board in the Downs.
He sailed for ^jcw England in the year 1633, when Mr.
Stone and Mr. Cotton, both celebrated puritans, accompanied
him in the same ship. Mr. Hooker arriving at Newtown,

* Madier's Hist, of New Eiig. b. iii. p. 58—61.
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afterwards called Cambridge ; and being most affectionately

received by his old friends, who had gone over the preceding-

year, he said, " Now I live, if ye stand fast in tlie Lord."
Great numbers soon after following these adventurers from

England, TS ewtown became too narrow for them : accord-
ingly, in 1636, Mr. IIooLer, with many of his friends,

removed to a fertile spot on the delightful banks of the river

Connecticut, which they called Hartford. There he lived all

the rest of his days, and was deservedly esteemed " as the

father, the pillar, and the oracle of the new colony." As a
preacher, he was remarkably animated and impressive ; not
only his voice, but every feature in his countenance, spoke
the ardour of his soul. All was life and reality in his

descriptions. His preaching was not that theatrical affecta-

tion which is exhibited by men who paint for admiration, but
that zeal which is kindled by a coal from God's altar. His
moving addresses flowed from his own exquisite relish of
divine things, and an impassioned desiie of promoting them
in the hearts of others. His success, like his services, was
very eminent. A profane man, for the purpose of diversion,

once said to his companions, " Come, let us go and hear what
bawling Hooker will say to us." For the sake of sport, they

all went to Chelmsford lecture. Conviction presently seized

the mind of this person. The word of God became quick

and powerful, and he retired with an awakened conscience.

Also, by the subsequent instructions of Mr. Hooker, he
became an humble follower of Christ ; and afterwards

followed this worthy minister to New England, that he might
enjoy the benefit of his preaching as long as he lived. At
another time, one of his enemies hired a fiddler to play in the

church-yard and the church-porch, with a view to disturb

him in his sermon ; but the design had not the least effect

upon Mr. Hooker's mind : he went on witR his sermon in his

unabated zeal and vivacity. When the man went to the

door to hear what he said, his attention was instantly caught;

conviction immediately seized his conscience ; and at the

conclusion of the service, he made his humble confession to

Mr. Hooker, and ever after lived a religious life. By the

application of his doctrine, he had a surprising talent for

reaching and awakening the consciences of his hearers.

This learned divine was remarkable for humility and a

holy dependence upon God. This will appear from the

following circumstance. Some time after his settlement at

Hartford, having to preach among his old friends at Newtown,
on a TiOrd's day in the afternoon, his great fame had collected
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together a vast concourse of people. When he came to

preach, he found himself so entirely at a loss what to say,

that, after a few shattered attempts to proceed, he w as obliged

to stop, and say, that what he had prepared was altogether

taken from him. He therefore requested the congregation to

sing a psalm while he retired. Upon his return, as our

author observes, he preached a most admirable sermon,

holding the people two hours, in a most extraordinaiy strain

both for pertinence and vivacity. After the public service was

closed, some of his friends speaking to him of the Lord's

withholding his assistance, he meekly replied, " We daily

confess that we have nothing, and can do nothing, without

Christ; and what if Christ will make this manifest before our

congregations ? Must we not be humbly contented ?"*

Mr. Hooker wished to be abased, and the Lord alone to

be exalted. He dreaded outward ease and prosperity, as

that which was most likely to bring the Lord's people into

spiritual adversity. When at the land's end, taking his final

leave of England, he said, " Farewell, England ; 1 expect nov/

no more to see that religious zeal, and power of godliness,

which I have seen among professors in that land. Adversity

has slain its thousands, but prosperity its ten thousands. I

fear that those who have been zealous christians in the tire of

persecution, will become cold in the lap of peace."

He was highly celebrated as a man of prayer. He
used to saj', " Prayer is the principal work of a minister;

and it is by this he must carry on the rest." Accordingly,

he devoted one day in every month to private prayer and

fasting, besides the observance of many such days publicly

with his people. It was his settled opinion, that if professors

neglect these duties, " iniquity will abound, and the love of

many wax cold." His prayers in public were fervent, but

not long, and singularly adapted to the occasion. As he
proceeded his ardour usually increased ; and, as the last

step in Jacob's ladder was nearest heaven, the close of his

prayer was mostly a rapture of devotion; and " his people,"

it is said, " were often surprised with the remarkable answers

to his prayers."

Though Mr. Hooker's natural disposition was irascible,

he acquired a wonderful command of his temper. He was
always ready to sacrifice his own apprehensions to the better

reasons of others. The meanest of his brethren, and even

children, were treated by him with endearing condescension.

* Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b. iii. p. 62, 63.
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One instance it may not be improper to mention. A
neighbour of liis having sustained some damage : when
Mr. Hooker meetnig a boy notorious for such miscliief,

warmly accused and censured him. The boy denied the

charge, but he continued his angry lecture. " Sir," said the
boy, " I see you are in a passion ; I'll say no more to you

;"

and then ran off. Mr. Hooker finding, upon inquiry, that the

boy could not be proved guilty, sent for him, and humbly
confessed his fault, which, with the good council he gave him,
made a deep and lasting impression on the mind of the boy.

Notwithstanding Mr. Hooker's great condescension, he
did not in the least degrade or depreciate his holy function.

When he mounted the pulpit, he appeared with so much
majesty and independence, that it was pleasantly said of him,
He zcould put a king in his pocket. Judges, princes, and
peasants equally shared in his pointed reproofs and solcm»
admonitions. He possessed an excellent talent for solving

cases of conscience, and set apart one day in the week for

any of his people to come to him and propose their scruples
and difficulties. Though his own preaching was generally
very practical and experimental, he recommended young
ministers, when first settled, as well for their own benefit as

that of their people, to preach the whole system of divine

truth. He had a happy method in the government of the

church. He would propound nothing to tlie church assembly
till it had been previously considered by several of the prin-

cipal brethren; and if at any time he saw an altercation

beginning to rise in the church, he would put off the vote till

another opportunity
;
previous to which, he would visit, and

generally gain over, those who objected to what appeared
the most proper to be adopted. He used to say, " The elders

must have a church within a church, if they would preserve
the peace of the church."

This holy and heavenly divine desired not to outlive his

work. His last sickness was short, and he said little. When
his opinion was asked concerning certain important points,

he replied, " I have not that work now to perform. I have
declared the council of God." One of his brethren observ-

ing to him, that he was going to receive his rezcard,
" Brother," said he, " I am going to receive mercyT After-

wards, he closed his eyes with his own hands, and, with a
smile on his countenance, he expired, July 7, 1647, aged
sixty-one years.* He was justly styled " the grave, the godly,

* Morse and Parish's Hist, of New EDg. p. 76—78.



70 - LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

the judicious, the faithful, and the laborious Hooker." That
peace which he enjoyed in liis own mind, through believing^

in Christ, for the space of thirty years, continued lirm and
unshaken to the last.* Mr. Henry Whitlield gives the follow-

ing testimony of his worth :
" I did not think," says he,

" there had been such a man on the earth, in whom there

shone so many incomparable excellencies ; and in whom
learning and wisdom were so admirably tempered ^vith zeal,

holiness, and watchfulness." And for his great abilities and

glorious services in both Englands, says Mr. Ashe, he
deserves a place in the first rank .of those worthies whose
lives are preserved.t Fuller has honoured him v,'ith a place

among the learned writers and fellows of Emanuel college,

Cambridge.*

His Works.— 1. The Sonl's Implantation into Christ, 1637.

—

2.The Unbeliever's Preparing for Clirist, 1638.—3. The Soul's eflectual

Calling to Christ, 1638.—4. The Soul's Humiliation, 1640.—5. A
Survey of the Summe of Church-Discipline, 1648.—6. The Doubting
Christian drawn to Christ, 1652.—7. The Application of Redemption
by the Word, 1656.—8. The Spiritual Rule of the Lord's Kingdom.

—

9. Farewell Sermon on Jer. xiv. 9. published in Mr. Feuner's Works.
—And probably some others.

John Saltmarsh, A. M.—This person was descended
from a respectable and ancient family of the same name at

Saltmarsh in Yorkshire, and educated in Magdalen college,

Cambridge, where he enjoyed the patronage and support of
Sir John Metham, his kinsman. He was a person of a fine,

active fancy, no contemptible poet, and a good preacher ; but
no friend to bishops and ceremonies.^ About the year 1641,
he became minister at Northampton, afterwards at Braisted

in Kent, and, at length, was chosen to the office of chaplain

in Sir Thomas Fairfax's aniiy ; where, to his great honour, he
is said to have always preached up peace and unity. He
meddled not with matters of discipline, but wholly laboured
to draw souls from sin to Christ.

||
He afterwards openly

declared his sentiments concerning the war, saying, " That
all means should be used to keep the king and people from a
sudden union ; that the v. ar being against popery, should be
cherished, as the surest means to engage the people; and
that if the king would not, in the end, grant their demands,

* Morton's Memorial, p. 125.

+ Mather's Hist, of N^w. Eng. b. iii. p. 64—68.
:}: Fuller's Hist, of Camb. p. 147.

^ Fuller's Worthies, part iii. p. 212.

H Wood's Athenas Oxon. vol. ii. p. 192.
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then to root liim out, together with the royal liue, and appoint

the crown to some other person." These sentiments were

laid before the house of conuuons, and they underwent a

particular examination ; but it does not appear wliether he

was sentenced to receive any kind of punishment. During

this examination, however, one of the members said, " He
saw no reason to condemn Mr. Saltmarsh ; for it was better

that one family should be destroyed than many."*

Mr. Saltmarsh employed his pen in controversy with

several learned divines, among whom was Dr. Thomas
Fuller, the historian. This person having preached a sermon
on '' reformation," which he afterwards published, Mr.
Saltmarsh published his animadversions upon it, in which he

charged him with several points of popery. Fuller, however,

defended his former arguments, in a piece under the title of
" Truth Maintained," in wliich he challenged Saltmarsh to

reply ; but he declined the contest, giving this reason for

it, that he would not shoot his arrows against a dead mark,

being informed that Fuller was dead. He also engaged in

controversy with the celebrated Mr. Thomas Gataker, Mr.
John Ley, Dr. John Bastwick, Mr. Thomas Edwards, and
others. It is said that the very titles of some of his pieces

seemed to have some tincture of enthusiasm, if not of frenzy

in them.f

Mr. Edwards, who employs his presbyterian bigotry in re-

proaching his memory-, gives the following account of him :

—

" There is one Mr. Saltmarsh, a man who hath of late writ

many trashy pamphlets, fully stuffed with all kinds of errors,

ignorance, and impudence, and hath been well answered and

baffled by three learned divines. I am still in his debt for

some passages in his " Groans for Liberty," and " Reasons

for Unity, Love and Peace," against my first and second part

of " Gangrzena," and shall say in this third, I purpose to

reckon with him once for all, in another tractate. This

Master Saltmarsh, the last half year, hath much followed the

army : a fit place for him. When Oxford was taken, he was
one of those famous preachers who preached at St. Mary's :

as fit a man to credit the parliament and the reformation \^ ith

the university, as his brother Peters. Master Saltmarsh being

to preach in the army on a fast-day this summer, made a

preface by way of apology, that he preached not for the fast

:

he would not be understood as preaching upon that occasion,

or that his sermon was a fast sermon."

* Whitlocke's Memorial, p. 68.

+ Biog. Britan. vol. iii. p. 2063, 2054. Edit. 1747.
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This writer also adds :
" He hatli been at Bath this ycai^

and there, in one of the lesser churches, preached, that, as

John Baptist wore a leathern girdle, so his doctrine was
leathern doctrine. Ife would have preached at the great

church, hut the minister would not give way ; whereupon he

came to the minister's house, to contest with him about

denying him his pulpit; to \\hom the minister replied, that

he had heard of hinr by JSIr. John Ley and Mr. Thomas
Edwards, and was fully satisfied concerning him. Besides,

he said ' I have heard of one Master Saltmarsh, who, in the

time of the former differences between the king and the

Scots, viz. before this parliament, made verses to incense the

king to \var aguinst the Scots, when he went into the north;

and that when the late oath, made by tlie bishops, came forth,

went many miles to an archbishop to take that oath upon his

knees:' to which Master Saltmarsh replied, he was then in

his darkness ; and the minister of Bath rejoined, he thought

him to be still in the smoak."*

We make no comment upon the above account, but allow

Mr. Saltmarsh to speak for himself. In answer to Mr.
Edwards, he says, " When I called to you the other day in

the street, and challenged you for your unanswerable crime

against me in the third part of the last " Gangraana," in setting-

my name against all the heresies you reckon, which your ovv'n

soul and the world can witness to be none of mine, and your

own confession to me when I challenged you—how were you

troubled in spirit and language ? Your sin was, as I thought,

upon you, scourging you, checking you as I spoke. 1 told

you at parting, 1 hoped we should overcome you by prayer.

I believe we shafl pray you either- into repentance, or shame,

or judgment, ere we have done with you ; but, oh ! might it

be repentance rather! till Master Edwards smite upon his

thigh, and .say. What have I done ?

" For your anagram upon my name, you do but fulfil the

prophecy. They shall cast out your names as evil, for the Son
of man's sake. And your book of jeers and stories of your

brethren
;
poor man ! it will not long be music in your ears,

at this rate of sinning. For the nameless author and his

after-reckoning, let all such men be doing; let them rail,

revile, blaspheme, call heretics. It is enough to me, that

they write such vanity as they dare not own. And now let

me tell you both, and all such pensioners to the great accuser

of the brethren ; till up the measure of your iniquity, if you

* Edwards's GangrseDa, part iii. p. 113, 114.
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"will needs perish v»hether we will or no. I hope I rest in

the bosom of Christ, with others of my brethren : rail,

persecute, do vour worst; I challenge all the powers of hell

that set you on work, while Clirist is made unto me wisdom,

righteousness, sanclitication, and redemption. And I must
tell you further, that since any of the light and glory of

Christ dawned upon me ; since first I saw the moining star

of righteousness, any of the brightness of the glory m my
heart, that heart of mine whicii once lived in the coasts of

Zebuhm and Napthali, in the region and shadow of death, I

can freely challenge you, and thousands more such as you, to

say, write, do, work, print, or any thmg ; and 1 hope I shall

in the strength of Christ, in whom I am able to do all

things, give you blessings for cursing, and prayers for persecu-

tions."*

Mr. Edwards, in answer to this, observes, " That Mr.
Gataker had proved his opponent to be a shadow without

substance ; had taken off' the shadows he had cast on
3nany truths of the gospel ; had shewed this 7iew light,

with his dawnings of' light, to be only a shadow of dark-

ness and death ; and had caused this great light to go out in

a smoke and snutrV He proceeds in his usual style of

raillery, concluding that the former accusations were still

imanswered.t

The death of Mr. Saltmarsh was very extraordinary, and

is thus related. December 4, 1647, he was at his own house

at Ilford in Essex, when he told his wife that he had received

a special message from God, ^^hich he must deliver to the

army. He went to London the same evening, and early on
jSIonday morning, December 6th, to Windsor. When he
came to the council of officers, he addressed them as follows

:

" I am come hither to reveal to you," said he, " what I have

received from God. Though the Lord hath done much for

you, and by you, yet he hath of late left you, and is not in your

counsels ; because you have forsaken him. God will not

j)rosper your consultations, but destroy you by divisions

among yourselves. I have formerly come to you like a lajiib,

but God hath now raised in me the spirit of a lion; because

you have sought to destroy the people of God, who have

always stood by you in the greatest difficulties. I advise

all the faithful to depart from you, lest they be destroyed with

you." He then went to Sir Thomas Fairfax, the general

;

and, without moving his hat, said, " 1 have received a com-

* Sallmarsh's Answer to Edwards, p. 9— 11. Edit. 1812.

1 Edwards'^ Gaiigrjena, part iii. p. 293.
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maiid from God not to honour you at all. I have honoured
you so much, that I have offended God ; who hath revealed

unto me that he is highly displeased with your committing
his saints to prison; and that he will not prosper you, nor

can I honour you." He next vient to Cromwell, to whom
he delivered the same message, declaring that the Lord was
angry with him, for causing those persons to be imprisoned

whom he knew to be faithful in the cause of God. And after

recommending him to take some effectual measures for their

enlargement, he took his leave of them all, saying, " 1 have
done my errand, and must leave you, never to see the army
any more." He went the same night to London; and next

day took his leave of his friends in the city, saying, his work
was done, and his message delivered, and desired them to

take care of his wife. Thursday, December 9th, he left

London well and cheerful ; and tite sanie evening arrived at

Ilford. The day following, he told his wife that he had now
finished his work, and nuist go to his Father. In the afternoon,

he complainedof the head-ache, desirmg to lie down upon his

bed, when he rested well through the night. Saturday

morning, December 11th, he was takev. speechless, and died

about four o'clock in the afternoon.* It appears from
Mr. Saltmarsh's writings, that he was strongly tinged with the

principles of antinomianism.

His Works.— 1. Practice of Policy in a Christian Life, 1639.

—

2. Holy Discoveries and Flames, 1640.

—

3. Free Grace; or, tlic

.Flowings of Christ's Blood freely to Sinners, 1645.—4. New Queric,
1645.—5. Shadows Hying away, 1646.—6. Dawnings of Light, 1646.—7. Maxims of Reformation, 1646.— 8. Reasons for Unity, Peace
and Love, 1646.—9. Groans for Liberty, 1^46.— 10. Beams of Light,
discovering the Way of Peace, 1646.— 11. Some Queries for

the better nndcrstanding of Mr. Edwards's last book, called

GanyrcBiia, 1646.— 12. Parallel between Prelacy and Presbytery,
1646.— 13. The Divine Right of Prcsbjtery asserted by the present
Assembly, and petitioned for accordingly to the H. of Com. in

Parliament, with Reasons discnssing this pretended Divine Right,
1646.— 14. Sparkles of Glory; or. Some Beams of the Morning
Star, 1647—15. Wonderfnl Predictions, 1648.— 16. The Assembly's
Petition against his Exception.— 17. The Opening of 3Ir. Prynne's
Vindication. — 18. I'lagellnm I'lngelli, against Dr. Eastwick.

—

19. Animadversions on Mr. T. Fuller's Sermon.— 20. Several

Sermons.

* Wood's Athenas Oxon, vol. ii. p. 192, 193.
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Herbert Palmer, B. D.—This most pious divine was
the son of Sir Tliomas Palmer, born at Wingham near

Canterbury, in tlie year lO'Ol, and educated in St. John's

college, Cambridge ; but was afterwards chosen fellow of

Queen's college, in the same university. He was a man
celebrated for genuine piety, and thought to have been

sanctilied from the womb. In the year 1626, he entered

upon ills tirst ministerial exercises in the city of Canterbury,

ha\ ing previously obtained a license from Archbishop Abbot,*

authorizing him to deliver a lecture at St. Alphagc cliurch,

every Lord's day afternoon. In this situation, by his sound

doctrine and unblemished deportment, his gieat usefulness

was presently manifest to all. By his zealous and judicious

efforts, the corruptions so prevalent among the ecclesiastics

of the cathedral, who preferred pompous ceremonies above

the power of godliness, were greatly interrupted. This,

indeed, soon roused the malice and enmity of the bigotted

«>cclesiastics. They could not endure the soundness of his

doctrine and the holiness of his life, so much opposed to

their dead formality, and their unrighteous doings. Though
his iiigh birth and numerous friends screened him for a time,

articles were at length exhibited against him ; but his replies

to those articles, it is said, were such, that he was honourably

acquitted.

+

in the year 1629, upon the complaint of the dean and arch-

deacon, Mr. Palmer was silenced and his lecture put down,
to the great grief of his numerous audience. The charges

brought against him were,—" That he read prayers and
catechized against the minister's will, and not according to

the ecclesiastical canons :—that in the catechizing, he took

upon him to declare the king's mind in his instructions :

—

that he preached a factious sermon in the cathedral, and

detracted from its divine service :—and that factious persons

* When Archbishop Abbot's mother was pregnant of him, she is said to

have had a dream, which proved at once an omen and an instrument of his

future promotion. She fancied she was told in her sleep, that if she could
eat a jack, or pike, the child she went with would prove a son, and rise to

great preferment. Not long after this, in taking a pail of water out of the
river Wey, which ran by their house, she accidently caught a jack, and
had thus an odd opportunity of fulfilling her dream. This story excited
much conversation, and coming to the knowledge of certain persons of
distinction, they offered to become sponsors to the child, which wat
kindly accepted, and had the goodness to afford many testimonies of their

affection to their godson while at school, and after he went to the
nniversity. Such were the good effects of his mother's dream.

—

Biog.
Britan, vol. i. p. 3.

f Clark's Lives annexed to Marfyrologie, p. 183—187.
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from all the parishes in the city, were his auditors.'* How-
ever, by the petition of many of the citizens and gentry, and
the honourable testimony of several ministers, concerning

his orthodox doctrine and unblemished character, together

with the testimony of ten knights and others, presented to

the archbishop, he was again restored, and the archdeacon

inhibited from his jurisdiction.f It is likewise observed, that

all who took an active pait in this affair, exposed themselves

to the scorn and contempt of the people.

+

Mr. Palmer afterwards removed to the A-icarage of Ashwell
m Hertfordshire, to which, on account of his amiable cha-

racter, though a puritan, he was presented by Bishop Laud,
receiving his institution February 7, 1632. Laud mentioned

this circumstance as an instance of his impartiality, in his

own defence, at his trial. ^ There Mr. Palmer, as in his

former situation, discovered his zealous care and unwearied

diligence, in promoting the welfare of his flock. Though he

was a man of great learning, he never wished to make it

ftppear. He sought not the applause of men, or any worldly

emolument, but the approbation of God, the testimony of a

good conscience, and the salvation of souls.

During the above year, he was chosen one of the preachers

to the university of Cambridge, and afterwards one of the

clerks in convocation. In 1643, he was appointed one of
the assembly of divines, and afterwards one of the assessors.

During the assembly, he was highly distinguished by his ex-

cellent talents, his unwearied industry, his great usefulness,

and was seldom absent. Lpon his removal from Ashwell,

he was succeeded by Mr. Crow, afterwards silenced in l662,(j

and he accepted an invitation to Duke's-place, London.
But afterwards, having received a pressing invitation, he

became pastor at New Church, Westminster, being succeeded

at Duke's-place by Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Thomas Young,
another worthy puritan. In each of these situations he was
highly admired, and his preaching, expounding, catechizing,

and other niinisterial labours, were abundant. He was always

abounding in the work of the Lord, hi 1644, he was con-

stituted master of Queen's college, Cambridge, by the Earl of

Manchester. He succeeded Dr. Martin, one of Laud's chap-

lains, and a man of high principles. L iider the peculiar care

» Prynne's Cant. Doome, p. 37*2, 313.— Riibhworth's Collec. vol. ii. p. 34.
-y Clark's Lives, p. 187.—Prjiine's Cant. Doomc, p. 373.

t Heylin's Life of Land, p. 201.

^ Clark's Lives, p. 187.

I Palmer's Noocon. Mem. vol. ii. p. 302.
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and encouragement of the new master, the college flourished,

even to the great admuation of all.* In 1645, he was appointed,

by order of parliament, one of the committee of accom-
modation.

+

Mr. Palmer was always firm to his principles. Though he
would deny himself when only his own interest was concerned,
he was constantly zealous and unmoved in whatever con-
cerned the honour of God and the glory of his kingdom.
Therefore, when he was called to preach at the Bishop of
Lincoln's visitation, he spoke with great freedom against the

existing corruptions of the church, not fearing the conse-

quences, though sensible of his great danger. When the

Book of Sports, bowing to the altar, reading part of the

service in the chancel, and other innovations, were enjoined,

he resolved to lose all, rather than offend God by the en-

couragement of superstition and profaneness. He con-
stantly and vigorously opposed the superstitious and unrigh-

teous oath of canonical obedience.t He was always a most
consistent and conscientious nonconformist.

This worthy divine, being highly reputed for learning and
piety, was often called to preach before the parliament, for

which he has incurred the severe displeasure of certain

historians. One of these bitter writers, M'ith an evident

design to reproach his memory, has transcrilied the following

passage from one of Mr. Palmer's dedications addressed to

the Earl of Essex, then general to the parliament's army

:

" God hath put you in his own place : God hath graced
you with his own name. Lord of Hosts, general of armies.

God hath committed to your care what is most precious to

himself, precious gospel, precious ordinances, a precious

parliament, a precious people. God hath called forth your
excellency as a choice worthy to be a general, and the cham-
pion of Jesus Christ, to fight the great and last battle with
antichrist in this your native kingdom.''^ Another of these

writers observes, that, June 28, 1643, " Mr. Palmer made
a long-winded tittle-tattle, stuft Vvith rebellion and sedition,

before the house of commons ; at the end of which he found
out a pretty device, to have all the cavaliers' throats cut;
and all this to be justified by inspiration of Almighty God.
* / humbly entreat j/ou,' said he, ' to ask God's consentJirst,

zchether he will spare such or such, or pardon them ; and if
he will not, you must not.'' Probably this politician," adds

« Clark's Lives, p. 187—197.
+ Papers of Accommodation, p. 13. X Clark's LireSj p. 190.
4 L'Eblrange's Disbeoterg' Sayings, part ii, p. 56.
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our author, " was very well acquainted with the subtle robber

of old, who made the country parson pray for riches, and then

took all his gold from him. The greatest wickedness m the

world," says he, " may be perpetrated by this rule of

Palmer's, and so religion prove only a piece of policy
;
yet, was

it very fitting for the parliament's actions, which, I suppose,

was the cause that they ordered Sir Oliver Luke to give him
thanks for his seditious preachment, and to desire him to print

it, the better to infect the people."* Such scurrility and
falsehood, evidently designed to blacken the memory of one
of the best of men, only requires to be stated in the author's

own words ; it can need no other refutation.

During Mr. Palmer's last sickness, he was much engaged

in prayer, for himself, for the nation, for the church of God,
and for all with whom he stood connected. When his friends

recommended him to cast the burden of his pains and

sickness upon the Lord, he said, " I should act unworthily, if

after I have urged others to cast their burdens upon the

Lord, I should not do so myself." As he lived a life of

holy devotedness to God, so he died a holy and happy death,

in the year 1647, aged forty-six years. His remains were
interred in the New Church, Westminster ; where he was
Succeeded by Mr. Rood, afterwards ejected by the act of

uniformity .t Mr. Clark says, " he was remarkable for

humility, meekness, faith and patience ; he possessed a quick

apprehension, a sound judgment, a strong memory, and a

happy elocution ; and he Mas almost unbounded in acts of

liberality, and a most strict observer of tlie sabbath, not

suffering any one of his family lo be detained from public

worship, by cooking victuals on the Lord's day."t Granger

styles him " a man of uncommon learning, generosity, and

politeness ;" and observes, " that he possessed a most

excellent character ; that he wished for peace during the civil

War ; and that he spoke the French language with as much
facility as his mother tongue."§

His Works.— 1. Tlic Principles of the Christian Religion made
plain and easy.—2. Of making Religion one's Bnsincss.—This last

and several other pieces were afterwards published together, entitled.
" Memorials of Godliness and Cliristianity ;" the thirteenth edition of

which was printed in 1708.— 3. Sermons preached before the Parlia-

ment, one of which is entitled, " The Necessity and Encourajemenl

Foulis's Wicked Plots, p. 183.

+ Palmer's Noncon. Mem. vol. i, p. 195.

J Clark's Lives, p. 190—200.

\ Granger's Biog. Hist. vol. ii. p. 182, 183.
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•f Utmost Venturing for the Churches Help, together with the Sin,
Folly and Mischictof Self-idolizing, a Sermon before the Honourable
House of Commons on the Day of the monthly Solemn Fast,
28 June, 164:3." Another is entitled, " The Glasse of God's Pro-
Tidence towards his Faitliful Ones, held forth in a Sermon to tiie two
Honourable Houses of Parliament, at Margaret's Westminster, Aug.
13, 1644, being an extraordinary Day of Humiliation," 1644.

—

4. Vindiciae Sabbathe, assisted by Mr. Daniel Cawdrey.—5. Scripture
and Reason pleaded for defensive Armes, assisted by several others.

Robert Balsom.—This pious and courageous divine

was born at Shipton Montague in Somersetshire, and
educated at New-uin-hall, Oxford. Having finished his

studies at the university, he became assistant to Mr. Richard
Bernard of Batcombe, in his native county ; and upon the
death of this venerable divine, he removed to Stoke, a village

in the same neighljourhood. In this situation, his ministerial

labours were attended with wonderful success; and, it is

observed, that he scarcely ever preached a sermon that was
not instrumental in the conversion of some poor wandering
sinner to God. After labouring at Stoke about two years,

the confusion of the civil war obliged him to flee for safety

;

when he took refuge in Warder-castle, which was soon after

besieged by the royal forces. Previous to this, he had
intended to have gone to London ; but through the solicita-

tion of Colonel Ludlow, governor of the castle, he remained
in the place during the siege. Upon the treaty of surrender,
Mr. Balsom, walking on the roof of the castle, heard three
soldiers say, " We have sworn upon the Bible to take away
the life of one in the casile." He asked them who they
meant, and whether it was the minister. " Yes," said they,
** for he is a witch ; because the castle has been several limes
strangely relieved with provisions."

The treaty being ended, and the enemy having entered the
castle, Mr. Balsom was immediately seized and confined in

close prison, a soldier being confined in the same room, who
was hanged the next morning. At midnight the key of the
prison was given to the three soldiers, when they presently
entered the room ; and having opened the door, they pulled
off their hats, and stood at some distance, but said nothing.
Mr. Balsom expecting they were the men who meant to take
away his life, thus addressed them :

" Friends, what is your
business .? Are not you the men who have sworn to take away
my life :" With fear and trembling they answered, " We
have taken a wicked oath : God forgive us. We will do you



80 LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

no harm." When he desired them to come forwards, they
urged him to make his escape, kindly ofrering him all the

assistance in their power ; but this he refused, suspecting

they might have some ill design upon him. Though they

assured him of their good intentions, and gave him the most
evident proofs of it, he still refused to accept their oifers,

saying, " I will rather endure the utmost that God will suffer

them to inflict upon me, than risk the lives of those who
have shewed themselves friendly." As an evident token of

their esteem, they brought him out to the fresh air, cleaned

his room, and so left him.

The next morning a council was called, particularly with a
view to determine what should be done with Mr. Balsom ;.

and as they were debating about putting him to death, a
captain, being one of the council, stood up, and said, " I

will have no hand in the blood of this man ;" and went out of
the room, and so nothing was done. The prisoner was then

carried to Salisbury ; and on the very night of his arrival,

another council was called, and picked for the purpose,

by which he was condemned to be hanged. Having
received the sentence of death, the high sheriff waited upon
him in prison ; who, after much ill language, told him that he
must prepare to suffer at six o'clock next morning ; assuring

him, at the same time, that if he would ask the king pardon,

and serve his majesty in future, his life would be spared,

and he might have almost any preferment he pleased. Mr..

Balsom, being remarkably courageous, and not in the least

afraid of death, boldly replied, " To ask ])ardou when 1 am
not conscious of any offence, were but the part of a fool

;

and to betray my conscience in hope of preferment, were but

the part of a knave : and if I had neither hope of heaven,

nor fear of hell, I would rather die an honest man, than live a

fool or a knave." He accordingly rose next morning in full

expectation of his doom ; and about six o'clock, the officers

came to the prison with a view to carry him forth to execution.

As he was preparing to go, he heard a post ride in, immedi-
ately asking. Is the prisoner yet alive? He brougiit a reprieve

from Sir Ralph Hopton, when, instead of death, Mr. Balsom
was immediately carried to him at Winchester. As he

entered the city, Sir \Villiam Ogle, governor of the place,

said, " I will feed you with bread and water two or three

days, and then hang you." He fell, however, into better

hands. For upon his appearance before Sir Ralph Hopton,
after some familiar couveisation relative to his espousing the
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parliament's cause, and the principles on which he acted, he
was connnitted with this charge, " Keep this man safe, but
use him well."

Mr. Balsom, after remainhig in a state of confinement for

some time, was at length, by an express order, next carried to

Oxford, and committed prisoner to the castle. Here he set

up a public lecture, preached twice every day, and was nu-
merously attended, not only by the prisoners and soldiers, but
by courtiers and townsmen. After having been once or twice
prohibited, he said, " If you be weary of me, I do not wish
to trouble you any longer

;
you may turn me out of doors

when you please. But while I have a tongue to speak, and
people to hear, I will not hold my peace." At length, by
an exchange of prisoners, he was released. And having

obtained his liberty, he was sent for by the Eiul of Essex

;

when he became chaplain in his army, and continued with
him during his command.

Mr, Balsom afterwards i^ettled at Berwick, where he was
statedly employed in his beloved work of preaching. In
this situation he had the strong affections of the people, the

smiles of God upon his labours, and the satisfaction of

seeing the work of the Lord prosper in his hands. His
labours were made extensively useful ; but having occasion,

after some time, to visit his own neighbourhood, he never

returned. For, to the great anguish of his affectionate

people, he was taken ill and died, in the year lG47.*

This zealous and faithful servant of God, a short time

before his death, wrote a letter to a friend in London, giving

him some account of the transactions in the north ; and
because the sight of it will be gratifying to every inquisitive

reader, it will be proper to be inserted. It is dated May 21,

1646, and is as follows :t

" My dear friend,

" Yours was not a little welcome to me, nor am I put
to it to send you a requital. The news here is so good, that

I can hardly hold my pen for joy. The king's coming to

the Scotch army in all probability will prove one of our

greatest mercies since the wars began. And never did I

hear of any christians carrying themselves so boldly and
faithfully in reproving their prince, so humbly before their

God, so innocently towards their brethren, so desirously of

a settled and well-grounded peace, as the Scots now do.

They labour with, much earnestness for the king's conversion

;

Clark's Lives annexed to his Martyrologie, p. 179—1S2.

+ Edwards's Gangra;na, part iii, p. 73, 74.
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tell him plainly of his blood-guiltiness ; have sent for out of

Scotland the ablest ministers to converse with him ; have

banished all malignants six miles from his person by procla-

mation ; refused to entertain him with any token ofjoy ; and

told him he was a great sinner before God, and that he must

give satisfaction to both kingdoms. The malignants droop,

who were gathering towards him out of both kingdoms. The
French agent, who was active in making a breach, is much
discountenanced. The nobles and ministers profess their

earnest longing alter a happy union, the settling the govern-

ment of Christ in his church ; which being done, they will

presently return to peace. The independents themselves

stand amazed at their wisdom, resolution, and fidelity: zeal,

witli humility, doth accompany all their actions. The
malignant party, which was much feared, is borne down.

The mouths that were so wide, both of independents and

malignants, are sewn up : they have not a word to say. And
see how the Lord blesses them. All their enemies in

Scotland are routed and brought to notliing. The king

refuses to proclaim Montrose and his adherents rebels ; but

the King of kings hath taken the quarrel into his own hand,

and utterly dispersed them. I have not time to write the

particulars, only to let you know I am
Your assured friend,

R. Balsom."

Thomas Edwapds, A.M.—This very singular person

was born in the year 1599, ai^d educated in Trinity college,

Cambridge, where he took his degrees in arts, and was
incorporated at Oxford. One of his name, and apparently

the same person, is said to have been of Queen's college,

Cambridge, and one of the preachers to the university. For
a sermon wliicli he delivered in St. Andrew's church, he was
committed to prison, February 1 1, 1627, where he remained
till he entered into bonds for his appearance before his

ecclesiastical judges. Upon his appearance at the time and
place appointed, he was charged with having uttered in his

sermon the following words :
—" When there arise aiiy doubts

about the way, tliut tiiou knowest not well which way to take,

if thou art a servant, thou must not go to thy carnal master,

to enquire of him : if thou ait a wife, thou must not go to

thy carnal husband, to ask hi»i : if thou art a son, thou must
not go to thy carnal father : if thou art a pupil, tliou must not

go to thy carnal tutor to ask him ; but thou must find out a
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man in whom the Spirit of God dwelleth : one who is

renewed hi/ grace, and he shall direct thee." A little after,

he said, " If all this be not true, then this book, clapping his

hand upon the Bible, is full of falsehoods, and God himself

•is a liar, and Christ himself a deceiver." He also added, " If

the day of judgment were now at hand ; if the seals were

opened ; if the tire were now about my ears, which should

burn those that follow not this doctrine, I would testify and

teach this, and no other doctrine."

Mr. Edwards, for delivering these sentiments, was
repeatedly convened before his superiors; and, March 31,

1628, he was required to make a public revocation of his

opinions in St. Andrew's church, where he had delivered his

sermon ; and the following instrument was afterwards drawn

up, testifying his compliance :
—" These are to certify, that

whereas Mr. Edwards, A. M. late of Queen's college in

Cambiidge, was required to explain himself, concerning

words spoken by him in a sermon preached in the parish of

St. Andrew's in Cambridge, as if he had dehorted from

consulting carnal tutors, husbands and masters. To this

purpose he did explain himself, in the said church of St.

Andrew's, April 6, 1628, being the day appointed, to wit,

* He desired not to be mistaken, as if he had preached against

obedience to superiors, or hearkening to their advice and

counsel, though carnal and wicked ; for such might advise

well : as the pharisees sitting in Moses's chair, were to be

obeyed in their sayings ; and that they ought rather to be

dutiful to such than others, that they may win them and stop

their mouths, 1 Peter, iii. 1 . Only if they advise any thing

contrary to the word, as to lie, swear, &c. to remember the

speech of the apostle, * It is better to obey God, rather than

men.' In witness whereof, I, Thomas Goodwin, then curate

of the said church, bemg present, have subscribed my name,

as also we whose names are underwritten, being also there

present. Thomas Goodwin, Tho. Ball, Th. Marshall."*

Though Mr. Edwards is said to have been alwavs a

puritan in his heart, he received orders according to the form

of the established church ; and, on his leaving the university,

he was licensed, in the year 1629, to preach at St. Botolph's

church, Aldgate, Lonclon.+ About the same time, he was
brought into trouble for nonconformity, and questioned or

suspended by Bishop Laud, for refusing to observe his

superstitious injunctions.^ In the year 1640. having delivered

• Baker's MS. Collcc. vol. vi. p. 192. xvi. 298.

+ Newcourt's Repert. Eccl. vol. i. p. 916.

% Prjrme's Cant. Ooome, p, 313.
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a sermon in Mercer's chapel, which gave great offence to the

ruling prelates, letters missive were issued against him, and
he was apprehended by the bishop's pursuivants, and pro-

secuted in tiie high commission. It m ill be proper to give

an account of his puritanism and persecution in his own
words :

—" 1 never had a canonical coat," says he, " never
" gave a penny to the building of Paul's, took not the
" canonical oath, declined subscription for many years before
" the parliament, (though I practised the old conformity,)
" would not give ne oboltna quidem to the contributions
" against the Scots, but dissuaded other ministers ; much less

" did I yield to bow to the altar, and at the name of Jesus,
*' or administer the Lord's supper at a table turned altarwise,

" or bring the people up to rails, or read the Book of Sports,
" or highly flatter the archbishop in an epistle dedicatory to
" him, or put articles into the high- commission court against
" any, but was myself put into the high connnission court,
" and pursuivants, with letters missive and an attachment.
" sent out to apprehend me for preaching a sermon at

" Mercer's chapel, on a fast-day, in July, 1640, against the

" bishops and their faction ; such a free sermon as, I believe,

" never a sectary in England durst have preached in such a

" place, and at such a time."* This Mr. Edwards has to

say of himself; though it is generally supposed that he
never had any stated charge, but officiated as lecturer at

various places, particularly at Hertford, and at Christ's-church,

London, one of his name in 1643, but whether the same
person we cannot ascertain, was vicar of Heinton in Hert-

fordbhire.t

When the parliament declared against King Charles L, he

became a zealous advocate for the ciianges in the civil and

ecclesiastical constitution, and supported with all his influence

the ruling party. He was a most rigid presbyterian, and, with

uncommon zeal, defended and supported that discipline and

government. This he declares in the dedication of one of

his books, to the lords and connnons assembled in parliament,

as follows :
" All my actions," says he, " from the beginning

" of your sitting, my sermons, prayers, praises, discourses,

" actings for you, speak this. I am one who out of choice
" and judgment have embarked myself, with wife, children,

" estate, and all that's near to me, in the same ship with you,
'' to sink and perish, or to come safe to land with you, and
" tliat in the most doubtful and difficult times, not only early

" in the fnst beginning of the war and troubles, in a malig-

t Edwards's Gangraena, part i. p. 75,70. Second Edit.

f Wood's AtbeniB Oson. vol. ii. p. 7'3S.

I
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" nant place among courtiers and those who were servants
" and had relations to the king, queen, and their chiidren,
" pleading your cause, justifying, satisfying many that
" scrupled ; but when your afiairs were at the lowest, and the
" chance of war against you, and some of the grandees and
" favourites of these times were packing up and ready to be
" gone, I was then highest and most zealous for you, preach-
" ing, praying, stirring up the people to stand for you, by
" going out in person, lending of money, in the latter going
" before them by example ; and as 1 have been your honour's
" most devoted servant, so I am still yours, and you cannot
" easily lose me."*

When the independents began to gain some ascendency,
Mr. Edwards became equally furious against them as he had
been against the prelacy. He wrote and preached against

them with great severity, and opposed the sectaries with great

virulence. 1 his appears from several of his publications

;

but we shall give the accoimt in his own words :—" Many
" years ago," says he, " when I was persecuted by some
" prelates and their creatures, in no possibility nor capacity by
" my principles and practices of preferment, I preached
" against, and upon all occasions declared myself against, the
" Brownists, separatists, antinomians, and all errors in that
" way, as well as against popish innovations and Arminian
" tenets. I have preached at London and at Hertford against
" those errors. About ten years ago, when independency
" and the church way began to be fallen to by men of some
" note, and some people took after it, 1 preached against it

" early, and by all ways laboured to preserve the people."
He adds, " I never yet sought any great things for myself,
" great livings, or coming into public places of honotn* and
" respect, to be of the assembly, or to preach in any public
" places before the magistrates, either at Westminster or
" London, but have contented myself with small means, and
" to preach in private places in comparison, having refused
" many great livings and places, preaching here in London for
" a little, and that but badly paid, (as many well know,) mind-
" ing the work and service, little the maintenance."f

Most of Mr. Edwards's productions are controversial ; the

language and sentiments of which are bitter and violent in

the highest degree. He distinguished himself by all the zeal

and bigotry of a fiery zealot. His bitterness and enmity

* Gangraena, part i, p. 2. + Ibid, part iii, p. 14,15.
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against toleration rose almost to madiicss ; and had he been

possessed of power, he would undoubtedly have proved as

furious a persecutor of all nonconformists to presbytenanism,

as the prelates had been of those who venturf d to dissent

from the established episcopal church. Many of bis severe

and unworthy reflections upon some of the most wonhy
persons, as collected from his " GangraE.na" and " Aatapo-
logia," are noticed in the various parts of ihis woik. ihe
pacific Mr. Jeremiah Burrougiis says, " 1 doubt whether

there ever was a man, who was looked u})on as a man pro-

fessing godliness, that ever manifested so much boldness and
malice against others, whom he acknowledged to be reli-

gious persons. That fiery rage, that implacable, irrational

violence of his, against godiy persons, makes me stand and
wonder."*

His indignant temper and language against toleration is

without a parallel. It will be proper to g»ve a specimen in

his own words, for the gratihcation of the inquisitive reader.

" If ministers," says he, " will witness for truth, and against

errors, they must set tliemselves against toleration, as the

principal inlet to all error and heresy ; for if toleration be

granted, all preaching will not keep them out. If a toleration

be granted, the devil will be too hard for us, though we preach

ever so much against them. A toleration will undo all. It

will bring in scepticism in doctrine, and looseness of life,

and afterwards all atheism. O ! let ministers, therefore,

oppose toleration, as that by which the devil would at once

lay a foundation for his kingdom to all generations ; witness

against it in all places
;
possess the magistrate M'ith the evil of

it
;
yea, and the people too, shewing them how, if a toleration

were granted, they would never have peace any more in their

families, or ever have any command of wives, children,

servants ; but they and their posterity are likely to live in dis-

content and unquietness of m.ind all their days. Toleration

is destructive to the glory of God and the salvation of souls

;

therefore, whoever should be for a toleration, ministers ought

to be against it. If the parliament, city, yea, and all the

people, were for a toleration of all sects, as aHabaptists,

antijiomians, seekers, Brownists, and independents; yet

ministers ought to present their reasons against it, preach and

ery out of the evil of it, never consent to it; but protest

against it, and withstand it by all lawful ways and means

Burroughs's Vindication, p. 2. Edit, 1646.
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within llieir power, venturing the loss of liberties, estates,

lives, and all in that cause, and inflame us with zeal against

a toleration, the great Diana of the sectaries.*

" A toleration," adds this bigotted and furious zealot, " is

the grand design of the devil ; his master-piece and chief

engine he works by to uphold his tottering kingdom. It is

the most compendious, ready, and sure way to destroy all

religion, lay all waste, and bring in all evil. It is a most

transcendent, cadiolic, and fundamental evil, of any that can

be imagmed. As original sin is the fundamental sm, ha\ing

in it the seed and spawn of all sin : so a toleration hath in it

all errors and all evils. It is against the whole stream and

current of scripture both in the Old and New Testament,

both in matters of faith and manners, both general and par-

ticular connnands. It overthrows all relations, political,

ecclesiastical, and economical. Other evils, whether errors

of judgment or practice, are only against some few places of

scripture or relation ; but this is against all. This is the

Abaddon, ApoUion, the destroyer of all religion, the abomina-

tion of desolation and astonishment, the liberty of perdition

;

therefore the devil follows it night and day, and all the devils

in hell, and their instruments, are at work to promote a

toleration."t

These extracts, expressed in the author's own language, are

justly descriptive of his arbitrary and outrageous temper.

But the presbyterian interest beginning soon after to decline,

and Oliver Cromwell having overturned the power of the par-

liament, Mr. Edwards, to escape the expected resentment of

the independents, fled to Holland, where he died of a quartan

ague, in l647, aged forty-eight, years. By his wife, who was

heiress of a considerable fortune, he left one daughter and

four sons, the second of whom was Dr. John Edwards,

author of Veritas Redux, and many other learned works

upon theological subjects.

J

His Works.—1. Reasons against tlie Independent Government of

particular Congregations, 1641.—2. A Treatise of the Civil Power of

Ecclesiasticals, and of Suspension from the I..ord's Supper, 1642.

—

3. Antupologia; or, a full Answer to the ' Apologelieal Narration' ot

Mr. (Thomas) Goodwin, Mr. Nye, Mr. Sytnpson, Mr. Burroughs, and
Mr. Bridge, Members of the Assembly of Divines, 1644.—4. Gan-
graeua ; or, a Catalogue and Distov(?ry of many of the Errors, Here-

sies, Blasphemies, and pernicious Practices of the Sectaries of this

* Edwards's Cangrapna, part i. p. 85, 86. Third edit.

+ Ibid. p. 58, 59.

X Biog. Britan. vol. v. p. 543. Edit. 1778.
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Time, vented and acted in England in these four last years, iii Parts,

1646.—5. The particnlar Viiuliility of the Church, 1647.-6. The
Casting down of the !!»st and strongest Hold of Satan ; or, a Treatise

against Toleration, Part finst, 1047.

John White, A. M.—This excellent divine was born at

Stanion St. John in Oxfordshire, in the year 1576, and

educated first at Winchester, then in New College, Oxford,

where he was chosen fellow. In the year 160(3, he left the

university, and became rector of Trinity church, Dorchester,

where he continued, with little interruption, above forty

years. He was a judicious expositor of scripture ; and,

during his public ministry at Dorchester, he expounded the

whole Bible, and went through one half a second time.*

About the year 1624, Mr. White, with some of his friends,

projected the new colony of Massachusetts in New England,

as an asylum for the persecuted nonconfonnists ; but, for

several years, the object met with numerous discouragements.

Indeed, the difficulties became so formidable, that the under-

taking was about to be relinquished, and those who had

settled in the new plantation were on the point of,rcturning

home. At this juncture the worthy settlers, who had already

outbraved many a storm, and surmounted the greatest diffi-

culties, received letters from Mr. White, assuring them, that

if they could endure their painful conflict a little longer, he
would procure for them a patent, and all the necessary

supplies for the new settlement. They concluded to wait

the event ; and in all these particulars he made his promise
good. Thus, by the blessing of God upon his active and

vigorous endeavours, the colonists were enabled to mahitain

their ground ; and they afterwards greatly prospered.+ This
was the first peopling of Massachusett's Bay in New
England.

About ihe year 1630, Mr. White was brought into trouble

by Bishop Laud, and prosecuted m the high commission
court, for preaching against Arminianism and the popish cere-

monies4 Wood is therefore mistaken Avhen he says " that

he confoimed as well after as before the advancement of

Laud." i'hough it does not appear how long his troubles

continued, or what sentence was inflicted upon him; yet

these proceedings against a divine of such distinguished

* Wood's Afhenffi Oxon. vol. ii. p. 60.

+ Mather'iiNew Eng. b. i. p. 19.—Prince's Cbron. Iligt. vol. i. p. 144— 149.

t Pryane's CaiU. Doome, p. 362.

J
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excellence, and one so universally beloved, were sure to

bring the gVeatest odium upon his persecutors. Mr. White
was afterwards a great sufferer from the public confusions of

the nation. His excellencies could not screen him from the

destructive ravages of the civil wars. Prince Rupert and his

forces being in those parts, a party of horse was sent into the

town, when the soldiers plundered his house, and carried

away his library. But, upon the approach of these calami-

ties, the good man iled from the slorm ; and, retiring to

London, was made minister of the Savoy.*

In the year 1640, Mr. White was appointed one of the

learned divines to assist the committee of religion, consisting

of ten earls, ten bishops, and ten barons.t In 1643, he was
chosen one of the assembly of divines, and constantly

attended. He was deservedly admired on account of his

great zeal, activity, learning, modeiation, and usefulness,

during the whole session. Upon the meeting of both houses
of parliament, the assembly of divines, and the Scots com-
sioners, in Margaret's church, Westminster, to take the cove-
nant, he engaged in the public prayer ; and, to prepare their

minds for so sacred an engagement, as our author observes, he
prayed di full hour.% In 1645, upon the revival of the com-
mittee of accommodation, he was chosen one of its members.^
And about the same time he was appointed to succeed Dr.
Featley in the sequestered rectory of Lambeth ; and, accord-
ing to our historian, he was appointed to have the care and
use of the doctor's library, until the doctor should be able to

procure his, which had been carried away by Prince Rupert's
soldiers.ll In 1647, Mr. White was offered the wardenship
of New College, Oxford, but refused the office.

\\ hen the public broils of the nation were concluded, he
returned to his flock and his ministry at Dorchester ; where
he continued in peace the remainder of his days. He died
suddenly, July 21, 1648, aged seventy-two years. His
remains were interred in the porch of St. Peter's church,
Dorchester, but without any monumental inscription.! He
was a most faithful pastor; and a divine of sound doctrine,

* Wood's Athenae Oxon. vol. ii. p. 61.

+ This committee was appointed by the house of lords, and designed (o
examine all innovations, as well in doctrine as discipline, illegally intrc
duced into the church tince the reformation. It was extremely offensive
to the intolerant spirit of Archbishop Laud.— JFAnr^ow's Troubles of
Laud, vol. i. p. 174, 175.

J Whitlocke's Mem. p. 70.

^ Papers of Accommodation, p. 13.

II
Wood's Athenae Oxon. vol. ii. p. 61.

f Wood's Hist, & Antiq. 1. ii. p. 149.
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an admirable judgment, and a most poweiful genius, being

no less eminent for piety, faith, and diligence. Also, he was
a person of uncommon gravity, aiKl so universally beloved

and respected, that he was usually called the patriarch of
Dorchester. The puritans at a distance, as well as those

about him, according to Wood, " had more respect for hira

than even for their diocesan ; yet he was a most moderate

puritan."* " He was a constant preacher," says Fuller,

" and, by his wisdom and ministerial labours, Dorchester

was much enriched with knowledge, piety, and industry."t

Mr. John White, the ejected nonconformist, was his sori.t

His Works.—1. The Way to the Tree of Life, 1647.—2. A Com-
mentary upon the Three first Chapters of Genesis, 1656.—3. Direc-

tions for Reading the Scriptures.—4. Of the Sabbath.—.5. Several

Serinons.—Most probably he was author of some other articles.

Peter Smart, A. M.—This great sufferer in the cause

of nonconformity was born in Warwickshire, in the year

1569, and educated first at Westminster school, then at

Broadgate's-hall, Oxford, and afterwards elected student of

Christ's Church, in the same university. After taking his

degrees he entered into the ministry, when Dr. William

James, dean, and afterwards bishop, of Durham, presented

him first to the grammar-school at Durham, then made him

one of his chaplains ; and, in I6O9, presented him to the sixth

prebend in th» cadiedral of Durham, and the rectory of

Boldovers.<S In the year 16 14 he was removed from the

sixth to the fourth prebend ; but his patron, the bishop, dying
"

in about three years, he received no further advancement.

The first business of a public nature in which Mr. Smart

appears to have been engaged, was his appointment to the

high commission for the province of York. He was nojni-

nated one of the commissioners in the vear 1625; and though

at their second assembly he qualified according to law, he

seldom honoured the court with his attendance, and sub-

scribed only to one sentence. Upon the renewal of the

commission in 1627, he again qualified, but seldom attended.|j

* Wood's Aftienne Oxoa. vol. ii. p. 60,61.

+ Fullers Worthies, part ii. p. 340.

\ Palmer's Nonron. Mem. vol. ii. p. 145.

^ Granger says he was minister at Bowden, by which is probably

inteudei! the same place.

—

Biog. Hist. vol. ii. p. 169.

(I
Wood's Aiheoas Oxon. vol. ii. p. 11.—Illustration of Neal in the

article of Peter Smart, p. 2, 3.



SMART. 91

This was about ten months previous to the coirunencement

of his troubles, occasioned by a serinon which he preached

in the cathedral at Durham. In this sermon, delivered July

27, 1628, he spoke with considerable freedom against the

superstitions and popi??h innovations, which Dr. Cosins and

others had introduced into that church.* His text was, /
hate all those that love superstitious vanities, hut thy law do

I love. For the satisfaction of the reader, we shall insert

some of the most exceptionable and oft'ensive parts of this

sermon. He said, " The whore of Babylon's bastardly brood,

doating upon their mother's beauty, that painted harlot, the

church of Rome, has laboured to restore her all her robes

and jewels again, especially her looking-glass, the mass, in

which she may behold all her bravery. For they, despising

all the plain simplicity of that grave matron, Christ's holy

spouse, have turned her offices all out of doors, with all her

household-stuff, her tables, her books, her cups, her com-
munions, the very names of her ministers : instead whereof,

the words priest and altar are taken up by them ; because

without a priest no sacrifice can be offered ; without priest

and sacrifice there is no use of an altar; and without all these

there can be no mass. But the mass coining in, brings in

w'ith it an inundation of ceremonies, crosses, crucifixes,

chalices, images, copes, candlesticks, tapers, basons, and a

thousand such trinkets which attend upon the mass.
" Before we had ministers, as the scripture calls them, we

had communion tables, we had sacraments ; but now we have

priests, we have sacrifices and altars, with much altar-furni-

ture, and many massing implements. Nay, what want we?
Have we not all religion again ? For if religion consists in

altar-ducking, cope-wearing, organ-playing, piping, and sing-

ing, crossing of cushions, kissing of clouts, oft starting up

* An account of these innovations is still on record. Dr. Cosins removed
the communion table in the church of Durham, and erected it altar-wise,

expending two hundred pounds in beautifyino it.—lie used there to otficiate,

turning his back to the people.—He used extraordinary bowing to it.—He
compelled others to do the same, using violence on those who refused.—He
abolished the singing of Psalms in the church.—He caused three hundred
wax candles to be set up and lighted in the church, on Candlemas-day at

night, in honour of our Lady.—He caused divers images, most glorioui-ly

painted, to be erected in the church.—He used these words in his sermon :

" The reformers of this church, when they abolished the mass, took away
all good order, and, instead of a reformation, made it a deformation."

—

He caused iwo /Ao»sanrf pounds to be expended in setting up images and
other superstitious innovations. He caused the holy knife for cutting the
sacramental bread to be consecrated ; and he set up a splendid picture of
our Saviour, with a golden beard, and a blue cap on his head.

—

Rush-
worth's Collec vol. v. p. 208—210.—Illusiration of Neal, p. 81.
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and squatting down, nodding of heads, and whirling about till

then- noses stand eastward ; in candlesticks, crucifixes, burn-

ing of wax-candles, and (what is worst of all) gilduig of

angels, garnishing of images, and setting them up : if, 1 say,

religion consists in these, and such like superstitious vanities,

ceremonial fooleries, apish toys, and popish trinkets, we had
never more religion than now. They are whores and whore-
mongers, they commit spiritual fornication, who bow their

bodies before the idol."* These were the most exceptionable

passages in Mr. Smart's sermon, even his enemies being

j"fjges.

The very day on which he preached this invective and

seditious sermon, as it is called, against the decent and allowed

ceremonies of the church of England, a letter missive was
issued to apprehend him, and bring him before the dean and
other commissioners. Upon his appearance he delivered up
his sermon to be copied, declarh)g that he would justify every

particular therein contained. After he had entered into a

bond of one hundred pounds for his future appearance he was
dismissed. From the time of his lirst appearance to January

'29^h following, he appeared no less than eight different times

before his ecclesiastical judges. In the mean time, articles

were exhibited against him, to which he gave his written

answ ers. At length, however, he was sent to the high com-
mission at Lambeth. Fuller says, that for preaching the

above sermon, " Mr. Smart was kept a prisoner four months
by the high commision of York, before any articles were

exhibited against him, and five months before any proctor was
allowed him. From the high commission of Yoik he was

carried to the high commission at Lambeth, and, after long

trouble, remanded back to York, fined Jive hundred pounds,

ordered to recant, and, for neglecting which, he was fined a

second time, excommunicated, degraded, deprived, and com-
niitied to prison, his damage amounting to many thousand

pounds."t It is inquired by what law Mr. Smart was treated

thus, for preaching against setting up images, altars, placing

them at the east end of the church, and bowing to them,

directly contrary to the Book of Common Prayer, and the

homily against idolatry, confirmed by act of parliament.^t He
remaiiicd in prison eleven or twelve years, till he was released

by the long parliament. The puritans had so much esteem

« Grey's Examination of Neal, vol. i. p. \\8, 119.—Illustration of Neal,

p. 13i.

t Fuller's Chiirrh Hist. b. xi. p. 173.—IHustratioD gf Neal, p. 5, 72.

X lluuiley's Prelates' Usurpations, p. 160.
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•and compassion for him, that during his imprisonment, they

raised him ^400 a year.* Bishop Laud, it should be observed,

was the leading person in all the cruelties inflicted upon

Mr. Smart.f

November 12, 1640, the humble petition of Mr. Peter

Smart, prisoner in the King's-bcnch, complaining of the hard

usage he had met with, was read in the house of commons,
when it was referred to the committee appointed to consider

tlie petition of Dr. Leighton and others. The house further

ordered, " That Mr. Sinart, in all his particulars, shall have

the same liberty as that granted to Ur. Leighton, and shall

have copies of the records in the king's-bench and the high

commission gratis^

On January l'2tli following, an order passed the house,
" That Dr. Easdale, Roger Blauchard, and Phineas Hodson,

D. D. shall shew cause to this house why they do not pay the

monies adjudged to be paid to Mr. Peter Smart, upon a

judgment in the king's-bench, against the said Easdale,

* Granger's Biog. Hist. vol. ii. p. 110.

+ Prynue's Cant. Doome, p. 78,9.3, 493.—During Mr. Smart's confine-

ment in prison, he received a letter from Mrs. Smart, dated Witten-Gilliart,

April 6, 1632. This letter, which is said to be " larded with cant, and to be

a specimen of female casuistical puritauism," was as follows:

—

" Most loving and dearly beloved husband,
" The grace and blessing of God be with you, even as unto mine

" owne soule and body, so do 1 dayly in my harty prayer wish unto you
"and my children; for I doe dayly twise, at the least, in this sort
'* remember you. And I dp not double, deere husband, but that both you
'• and I, as we be written in the booke of life, so we shall together enjoy
*' the saime everlastingly, throught the saveing grace and mercy of God,
" our deare Father, in his Soonne oar Christ : and for this present life, let

" us wholly appointe ourselves to the will of our God, to glorifie him,
"whether by life or by death ; and even that merciful! Lord make us
" worthy to honor him either way, as pleaseth him, Amen, Ye what great
" cause of rejoysing have we in our most gratious God, we can not but
" brust fourth into the prasing of such a bountiful) God, which maide you
" worthy to suffer for his name and worde saike: for it is given to you of
** God, not only that ye should believe in him; but also, that ye should
*' suffer for his saik, I Peter, 4, 5. Yf ye suffer rebuke in the name of
" Christ, that is, in Christ's cause, for his truths sake, then ar ye happy
*' and blessed ; for the glory of the spirit of God resteth upon you, and
*' therefore rejoice in the Lord, and againe I say rejoice; for the distressed
" church doth yet suffer dayly thinges for her mortification, and for this

" cause, is contemned and despised. But alas! if thy servant David, if

" thine onelv Soonne our Saviour Christ livede In shame and contempt, and
** weere a moking stocke for the people ; whle should not we then
*' patiently suttVr all things, that we might eii'er into glory, through many
" troubles, vexations, sh-ime, and ignominy, &c.—The blessing of God be
" with all, Amen, pray, pray.—Your loving and faithfull wife untill
" death,

" SVSANNA SJIABT."
lUnstration of Ntnl, p. 61—7f>.
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Blanchard, and Hodson, at the suit of the said Peter Smart
about ten years since."

On January 22nd, Mr. Rouse presented the report of the

committee concerning Mr. Smart to the house of commons,
upon which the house resolved :

1

.

" That the several proceedings of the high commission
court of York and Canterbury, against Mr. Smart, and the

several fines by them imposed upon him, are illegal and
unjust, and ought not to bind.

2. " That the degradation of Mr. Smart, and his depriva-

tion from his prebend, and other ecclesiastical livings, are

wnjust and illegal ; and that he ought to be restored to all of

them, together with the mean profits^

3. " I'hat Dr. Cosins and others, the prosecutors of Mr.
Smart, ought to make him satisfaction for his damages
sustained.

4. " That Dr. Cosins (a chief actor in Mr. Smart's prose-

cution) is guilty of bringing superstitious innovations into the

church, tending to idolatry ; and of speaking scandalous and
malicious wortls against his majesty's supremacy and the

religion established.

5. " That Dr. Cosins is, in the opinion of this house, unfit

and unworthy to be a governor in either of the universities, or

to continue any longer head or governor of any college, or to

hold and enjoy any ecclesiastical promotions."*

The house then referred it to the committee, to prepare

such things as might be thought fit to be transmitted to the

house of lords concerning Dr. Cosins ; and also to consider

of the most proper way of making Mr. Smart reparations for

the damages he had sustained. When Mr. Rouse delive>»ed

the charge against Dr. Cosins, at the bar of the house of lords,

he said, among other things, " That by the arms of the priests

Mr. Smart had been oppressed and ruined. He fell upon
their superstitions and innovations, and they fell upon him
with their arms ; they beat him down

;
yea, they pulled him

up by the roots, taking away all the means of his support

;

yet leaving him life to feel liis miseries. There is no crueltj

like priestly cruelty ; and this cruelty cast him into long

contimied misery, whence he could obtain no release by any

priestly mercy. And now it is prayed, that as these delin-

quents, by their cruel oppressions of Mr. Smart, have

advanced the cause of poptry, so they may in a suitable

degree be punished; tliat in them priestly cruelty, and the

* Ru«hworih"s CoUec. vol. v. p. 41, 136, 152.—Nalson's Collec, vol. i.

p. 733, 134.
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veiy cause of popery, may appear to be punished and sup-

pressed ; and Mr. Smart, suflfering for the cause of protestancy,

may be so repaired, that in him pious constancy, and the

cause of protestancy, may appear to be righted and repaired."*

Mr. Rouse, in a speech before the house of commons,
March 16, 1640, denominated Mr. Smart " the proto-

martyr ;" and he was usually called, " the protomartyr in

these latter days of persecution."!

Mr. Smart, therefore, received some reparations for

damages, but whether adequate to his losses and sufferings,

is extremely doubtful. His case was several times before

tlie lords, who passed various orders in favour of his repa-

rations.* By an order which they passed in 1642, he was
restored to his prebend in Durham, and presented to the

vicarage of Acliff in that county .§ In lG44 he was witness

against Archbishop Laud at his trial, and was living October
31, 1648, being then seventy-nine years of age.f| Mr. Smart
was a tolerable poet, a pious and judicious minister, a reverend

and grave divine, and a zealous enemy to superstition ;^ but

his enemies say, that he was of a most forward, fierce, and
ungovernable spirit; and that he was justly unprisoned and
duly rewarded for his excessive obstinacy.** This, however,

is the first time we have heard that excessive obstinacy was
dull/ rewarded thus. It is said, " he had not preached in the

cathedral church at Durham, though a prebendary of it, for

seven years, till he preached that seditious sermon for which
he was questioned. And while he held and enjoyed his pre-

ferment, and his health too, he seldom preached more than

once or twice a year." This account comes from one of his

prosecutors, being his bitter enemy; and appears extremely

suspicions. For if Mr. Smart had been so indolent and
inattentive to his ministerial function as here represented, how
was it that he gained so high a reputation among his brethren.^

The puritans, it is well known, invaiiably abhorred the con-

duct of idle, worldly shepherds, over the flock of Christ.ti

His Works.— 1. The Vanity and Downfal of Superstition and
Popish Ceremonies, in two sermons, in the cathedral church of
Durham, preached iu July 1628, printed 1G28.—2. A brief but true

* Rushworth's Collec. vol. v. p. gll.
+ Grey's Examination, vol.i. p. 119.—Wood's Athenae Oxon. vol. ii, p. 13,

X IlluBtration of Neal, p. 137—142.

\ Nalson's Collec. vol. ii. p. 406.—Neal's Puritans, vol. ii. p. 202.

ij
Illustration of Neal, p. 161.

5 Prynne's Cant. Doome, p. 93.—Wood's Atlienae Oxon. vol. ii. p. 12.
•* Illustration of Neal, p. 5, 162. :

ft Biographia Britao. vol. iv. p. 283. Edit. 1778.



66 LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

bond, by the advice of his friends, he forfeited, preferring

it as a lesser evil to pay so great a sum, than fall into

the hands of the ruling prelates, whose tender mercy was
cruelty.*

Mr. Hooker, to avoid the storm of persecution, fled to

Holland. He had no sooner taken shipping, and the vessel

got under sail, than the enraged pursuivants arrived on the

sliore, but happily too late to reach him. During the passage,

the ship was in the utmost danger of being lost ; but this holy

man, in this perilous situation, exercised an unshaken

confidence in God, who sent a remarkable deliverance. In
Holland, he preached about two years at Delft, as assistant

to Mr. Forbes, an aged and excellent Scotch minister. He
was next called to Rotterdam, where he was employed for

some time as colleague to the celebrated Dr. William Ames.
The greatest friendship and affection subsisted betwixt these

two learned divines. The latter declared, that, notwithstand-

ing his acquaintance with many scholars of different nations,

lie had never met with a man equal to Mr. Hooker, either as

a preacher or a learned disputant. He assisted Dr. Ames
in composing his celebrated work, entitled, " A Fresh Suit

against Human Ceremonies in God's Worship." But Mr.
Hooker not finding Holland agreeable to his wishes, and a

number of his friends in England inviting him at this time to

accompany them to America, he returned to his native

country to prepare for the voyage. He was no sooner come
to England, than the bishop's pursuivants were again

employed to apprehend him. At one time they were upon
the very point of taking him, and even knocked at the door

of the chamber in which he and Mr, Samuel Stone were
employed in friendly conversation. Mr. Stone went to the

door ; w hen the officers demanded whether Mr. Hooker was
there. "What Hooker?" replied Mr. Stone. "Do you
mean Hooker who once lived at Chelmsford i" The officers

answered, " Yes, that is he." " If it be he whom you look

for," observed Mr. Stone, " I saw him about an hour ago at

such a house in the town : you had best hasten there after

him." The officers taking this evasion for a sufficient

account, went their way, while Mr. Hooker concealed

himself more securely, till he w ent on board in the Dow ns.

He sailed for iScvv England in the year 1633, when Mr.
Stone and Mr. Cotton, both celebrated puritans, accompanied
him in the same ship. Mr. Hooker arriving at Newtown,

* Malher's Hist, of I^ew Eng. b. iii. p. 58—61.
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afterwards called Cambridge ; and being most affectionately

received by his old friends, who had gone over the preceding-

year, he said, " Now I live, if ye stand fast in tlie Lord."

Great numbers soon after following these adventurers from
England, Newtown became too narrow for them : accord-

^^^Sh) ii^ 1636, Mr. Hooker, with many of his friends,

removed to a fertile spot on the delightful banks of the river

Connecticut, which they called Hartford. There he lived all

the rest of his days, and was deservedly esteemed " as the

father, the pillar, and tlie oracle of the new colony." As a

preacher, he was remarkably animated and impressive ; not

only his voice, but every feature in his countenance, spoke
the ardour of his soul. All was life and reality in his

descriptions. His preaching was not that theatrical affecta-

tion which is exhibited by men who paint for admiration, but
that zeal which is kindled by a coal from God's altar. His
moving addresses flowed from his own exquisite relish of
divine things, and an impassioned desire of promoting them
in the hearts of others. His success, like his services, was
very eminent. A profane man, for the purpose of diversion,

once said to his companions, " Come, let us go and hear what
bawling Hooker will say to us." For the sake of sport, they

all went to Chelmsford lecture. Conviction presently seized

the mind of this person. The word of God became quick

and powerful, and he retired with an awakened conscience.

Also, by the subsequent instructions of Mr. Hooker, he
became an humble follower of Christ ; and afterwards

followed this worthy minister to New England, that he might
enjoy the benefit of his preaching as long as he lived. At
another time, one of his enemies hired a fiddler to play in the

church-yard and the church-porch, with a view to disturb

him in his sermon ; but the design had not the least effect

upon Mr. Hooker's mind : he went on witfl his sermon in his

unabated zeal and vivacity. When the man went to the

door to hear what he said, his attention was instantly caught;

conviction immediately seized his conscience; and at the

conclusion of the service, he made his humble confession to

Mr. Hooker, and ever after lived a religious life. By the

application of his doctrine, he had a surprising talent for

reachino; and awakening the consciences of his hearers.

This learned divine was remarkable for humility and a

holy dependence upon God. This will appear from the

following circumstance. Some time after his settlement at

Hartford, having to preach among his old friends at Newtown,
on a TiOrd's day iji the afternoon, his great fame had collected
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And the very sabbath after this man was buried, Mr.

Blackerby obtained his Hberty, and preached on that day in

Hundon pulpit.

Mr. Blackerby was eminently distinguished for personal

religion and true holiness. To promote this, was indeed his

chief business. Though he was not without his infirmities;

yet, to all impartial judges, he was free from the allowance of

any iniquity. His whole deportment was as if God, his holy

law, and the day of judgment, were constantly before his

eyes. He was always deeply impressed with the majesty and

holiness of God, and maintained a constant watchfulness

over his heart and life. He practised mortification and self-

denial, and was justly reputed " one of the holiest men living."

Nevertheless, he was deeply humbled under a sense of his

manifold infirmities and imperfections. This he often dis-

covered to a grand-child of his, whom he used to address as

follows :
" Oh, thou little thinkest what a vile heart I have,

and how I am plagued with proud thoughts. Child, if thou

liast any acquaintance with God, pray for me, that God would

purify this filthy heart. Oh ! if God did not enable me, in

some measure, to keep a watch over it, I should act to the

shame of my face." While he brought these bitter accusa-

tions against himself, he exercised the greatest candour

towards others, even those who diflfered from him in matters

of subscription and church discipline. He used to observe,

with the famous Mr. Perkins, " That when a man is once

acquainted with his own heart, he will be apt to think every

one better than himself: and an appearance of the love of

God in any, will make him put the best construction on all

their words and actions." Yet no hope of preferment, nor

any painful sufferhig, would prevail upon him to act contrary

to the convictions of his own mind. Though he could not,

with a safe conscience, conform to the church of England,

with the view of obtaining a living, or to secure himself from

the iron hand of persecution
;

yet, in those things wherein it

appeared to be his duty to conform, no man was more exact

than himself. Like many other nonconformists, he had no

objection to the use of some parts of the Book of Common
Prayer.

He was a wise, affectionate, and faithful friend, and never

suffered sin to pass unreproved. In the discharge of this

most difficult <luty, he- manifested so much love, seriousness,

and sweetness of spirit, that while he touched the consciences

of those whom he reproved, they still loved him. " His

reproofs," as one observes, " were dipt in oil, driven into the
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heart, and received with all acceptation, because of the over-

coming kindness with which they were attended." When he

was in company with persons of wealth, and heard them
swear, or use profane language, he would withdraw from
their company with a sad countenance; and would address

them in private, with so much atiection and seriousness, that

they would frequently thank him. On one of these occa-

sions, a gentleman said to him, " Had you reproved me at

table I would have stabbed you, but now I thank you."

He was a strict and zealous observer of the sabbath. As
preparatory to the holy observance of this day, he constantly

preached in his own house on the Saturday afternoon. He
rose earlier on the sabbadi than on other days ; and prayed

six times with his family every sabbath, besides expounding.

the scriptures. He was particularly zealous in recommending
to others the holy observance of this day. Being once
invited to preach at Linton in Cambridgeshire, where a fair

was annually kept on the Lord's day, he so convinced the

inhabitants of the sinfulness of the practice, that, it is said,

they would hold the fair no more on that day. He was of a

most tender and contrite spirit; and enjoyed so much the

presence and blessing of God in holy duties, that he often

said at the conclusion, he would not for many worlds have

missed the opportunity. This holy man was crucified to the

world, and the world was crucified to him. He lived above

the world, having his affections set on better things. His
passionate fondness for the things of this world was so far

subdued, that, though he had a most tender affection for his

relations and friends, the loss of them did not discompose his

mind, nor interrupt his communion with God. When his

eldest daughter, whom he dearly loved, was taken away by
death, he preached her funeral sermon with the utmost com-
posure, and said, he believed she feared God from three

years old. He preached as a man who had not lost his God,
though he hud lost his dearest child. The love of the

creature could never draw his heart from the Creator. He
enjoyed the abundant manifestations of God's love. His
holy and heavenly deportment was accompanied with a

settled peace of conscience, and a full assurance of eternal

life. He often declared before his death, that for more than

forty years he never had a single doubt of his salvation.

When the persecuting prelates were laid aside, and Mr.
Blackerby could take the pastoral charge without subscrip-

tion and observing the ceremonies, he was chosen pastor of

Great Thurlow in Suffolk, where he continued the rest of hie
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days. With great zeal and faithfulness, he laboured to pro-

mote the glory of God and the good of souls to the very last.

He was taken ill in the pulpit, was carried home, and con-

tinued in a weak state about six weeks, but kept his bed only

two days. He died in the year 1648, aged seventy-four

years. Mr. Blackerby was " an excellent linguist, and ac-

counted the best Hebrean in Cambridge."* Granger says,

" he was perfectly skilled in the learned languages."! At his

death, he expressed his strong hopes, that in the day of judg-

ment there would be many hundreds of his posterity standing

at the right hand of Christ. And it is said, that those who
knew his children believed they Mere all heirs of eternal life :

there were favourable hopes of all his grandchildren, many
of whom were eminent persons; and many of his great

grandchildren were truly pious christians.}: The excellent

Mr. Samuel Fairclough, who was ejected in 1662, married

one of his daughters.^ It is said, that on account of the

heavenly majesty and holiness which always attended Mr.

Blackerby, the excellent Mr. Daniel Rogers of Wethersfield

used to say, he could never come into his presence without

trenibling.||

Thomas Temple, D. D.—This learned divine was
brother to Sir John Temple, master of the rolls, and one of

his majesty's privy council in Ireland. He was fellow of

Trinity college, Dublin, and afterwards resided for some time

in Lincoln college, Oxford. He was beneficed first at Win-
wick in Northamptonshire, then at Battersea in Surrey. At
this last place he was labouring i^i the year 1639) having Mr-
Samuel Wells for his assistant.il Upon the commencement
of the civil war, he espoused the cause of the parliament;

and, in 1643, was appointed one of the licensers of the

press, and nominated one of the assembly of divines, and he

constantly attended duiing the session. He was one of the

committee for the examination and ordination of ministers.**

In 1645, he was chosen one of the committee of accommo-
dation.tt In each of these public offices he discovered great

learning and moderation. In the year 1648, he united with

* Clark's Lives, p. 58—66.
+ Granger'.- I.icg. Ili^t. vol. ii. p. 196. f Clark's Livei, ?. 64.

§ Palmers Noncon. IVlem. vol. iij. p. 272.

II
Clark's Lives, p. 65.

II Cahnnys Arcoiint, vol. ii. p, 497, 540.
** Neal's Pnnfaiis, vol. iii. p. 46, 52, 89.

+ f Papers of Accouiniodalion, p. 13.
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the rest of the London ministers in their protestation against

the king's death.* Wood denominates him " a forward
preacher."+ He frequently preached before tlie parliament,

and several of his sermons were afterwards published, one of
which is entitled, " Christ's Government in and over his

People, delivered before the honourable House of Commons
at their Fast, October 26, 1642, on Psalm ii. 6.," 1G42. But
when he died we have not been able to learn.

John W^ilkinson, D.D.—This venerable divine was
born in the parisli of Halifax in Yorkshire, and educated in

the university of Oxford, where he was highly celebrated for

learning. + He beciime fellow of Magdalen college, was
tutor to Prince Henry, and afterwards made principal of

Magdalen-hall, in the same university. By his recommenda-
tion, the well-known Mr. Thomas Hobbes of Malmesbury,
was taken into the family of Lord Hardwicke, soon after

created Earl of Devonshire, in the quality of tutor to his

son William Lord Cavendish.§ Upon the commencement of
the civil wars, he espoused the cause of the parliament ; and
Oxford being garrisoned by the royal forces, he fled to the

parliament's quarters, when he was succeeded in the above
office by Dr. Thomas Read. But in the year 1646, Dr.
Wilkinson was restored ; and by an ordinance of parliament,

dated May 1, 1647, he was appointed one of the visitors of
the university of Oxford. In May, 164S, he was made
president of Magdalen college, in the place of Dr. 01iver.||

He did not, however, live long to occupy this public office

;

for he died January 2} 1649, and his remains were interred

in the church of Great Milton in Oxfordshire. Though he
was a man of great learning and piety,! Dr. W alker is pleased

to say, upon the slender authority of a scurrilous and abusive

letter written against the puritans, " That he was known not
to have preached above once in forty years ; that he had out-

lived the little learning he once possessed ; and was become
tlie very sport of boys."** How far this account, from so

base an authority, and evidently designed to reproach his

memory, is worthy of credit, we will not attempt to determine;

» Calamy's Contin. vol. ii. p. 743.

+ Wood's Athcnae Oxon. vol. i. p. 895.

X Watson's Hist, of Halifax, p. 5'26.

S Biog. Britan. vol. iv, p. 2599. Edit. 1T47.

II
Walker's Attempt, part i. p. 12G, 134.

f Neal's Puritans, vol. iii. p. 431.
** Walker's Attempt, part i. p. 127.



102 LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

but certain it is, that the parliament, to whom he was well

known, and by whom he was so highly esteemed, formed a

very ditierent opinion of him.

Fuller observes, " that Dr. Lawrence Humphrey, the

famous old puritan, havnig bequeathed to Magdalen college

a considejable sum of gold left in a chest, and not to be

opened except in some case of great emergency ; Dr. W il-

knison, while he was president, took this goid, and shared it

betwixt himself and the fellows of the coiiege. Though one

must charitably believe," he adds, " that the matter was not

so bad as is reported, yet the most favourable account gave a

general distaste."* Dr. Heylin says, " the sum amounted to

upwards of twelve hundred double pistoles, value sixteen

shillings and six-pence each ; and tliat ihe old doctor had one

hundred for his sliare of the spoil, and the fellows thirty each."

But he observes, that, according to tradition, the money was
left by the founder of the college, and not by Dr. Humphrey .f

Wood says, " the sum amounted to no less than fourteen

hundred pounds ; and Dr. Henry Wilkinson, the vice-presi-

dent of the college, not John Wilkinson, was the chief

divider of the spoil.f

John Geree, A.M.—He was born in Yorkshire, in the

year I6OO, and educated in Magdalen college, Oxford. His
first ministerial labours were atTew kesbiiry in Gloucestershire.

But, says Wood, he was schismatically inclined, and a

nonconformist to certain ceremonies of the church of

England, for which he was silenced by Bishop Goodman

;

yet he was so universally beloved, that, after he had re-

ceived his lordship's censure, he was supported by his

brethren. Under this censure he remained a considerable

time; but in the year 1641, he was restored to his cure by
the committee of religion. In lG45, he became minister of

St. Alban's in Hertfordshire; and, having laboured there

about four years, was made preacher at St. Faith's under St.

Paul's, London. He was a thorough puritan, and at all these

places was much followed by those of his own persuasion.

$

He wrote with considerable ability against the baptists, was
opposed to the war betwixt the king and parliament, and

against taking away the life of the king. He died in the

month of February, 1649> aged forty-nine years. His death,

Fuller's Church Hisf. b. ix. p. 234.

+ Heylin's Examen. Histor. p. 268.

J Wood'3 Athenae Oxon. vol. ii. p. 748, S
^^'^^' ?• 64.
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it is said, was occasioned by his extreme grief for the death of
King Charles.* Mr. Baxter denominates him " an eminent
nonconformist divine."t He died poor; but was so exceed-

ingly beloved by his people, that they settled thirty poimds a

year upon his widow for life, and behaved very honourably to

his children. t Mr. Stephen Geree, another puritan divine,

was his elder brother. Mr. Arthur Jackson, one of the ejected

nonconformists in 1662, was his successor.^

His Works.— I. Several Sermons, 1641, &c.—2. Vindieiae voli;

or, a Vindication of tlie true Sense of the Natioual Covenaiif, in

Answer to the ' Protestant Protested,' 1641.—3. Vindieiae Eccl.
Anglicanae; or. Ten Cases resolved, 1644.—4. Proofs that the King
may without Impeachment of his Oath, touching tlie Clergy, at his

Coronation, consent to the Abrogation of Episcopacy, 1646.

—

6. Astrologo-Mastix ; or, the Vanity of Judicial Astrology, 1646.

—

6. Vindieiae Paedo-Baptismi ; or, a Vindication of Infant Baptism,
1646.—7. Character of an old English Puritan Noncotiformist, 1646.—8. Vindieiae Vindiciarnm ; or, a Vindication of his Vindication of
Infant Baptism, 1647.—9. A Catechism, 1647.— 10. louching Su-
premacy in Causes Ecclesiastical, 1647.— 11. An Exercise, 1648.

—

12. The Sifter's Sieve Broken, 1648.— 13. Answer to John Goodwin's
• Might and Right well met,' 1649.

Thomas Shepard, A. jSI.—This most pious divine was
born at Towcester in Northamptonshire, November 5, 1605,
and educated in Emanuel college, Cambridge. Here he
was brought under deep conviction of sin, and led to re-

ceive Jesus Christ for wisdom, righteousness, sanctification,

and redemption. 1'his work was wrought chiefly by the

instrumentality of the celebrated Dr. Preston. Upon Mr.
Shepard's removal from the university, he became lecturer at

Earls Colne in Essex, where God greatly blessed his labours,

and many souls were converted by his ministry. His labours

and his usefulness, however, were of no long continuance ; for

in about three years he fell into the hands of Bishop Laud,
who silenced him for nonconformity, and forced him out of the

country. He then retired into the north, and became domestic

chaplain to Sir Richard Darly, of Buttercomb in Yorkshire,

where his labours were eminently useful to Sir Richard and
his family. But Archbishop Neile would not sufi^er him to

preach, without subscription to the ecclesiastical impositions,

* Wood's Athenae Oxon. vol. ii. p. 65.

+ Sylvester's Life of Baxter, part i. p. 34.

J Jackson's Annotations, Dedica. P^dit. 1658.

^ Palmer's Noncon. Mem. vol. i. p. 120.
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contrary to his conscience.* He next removed to Heddon in

Northumberland, where, as in other places, his lal>ours were
made a blessin«" to nianv souls. But even in this remote

corner of the land, the eye of Laud was upon hirn, and
this tyrannical prelate would not suffer him to preach without

a perfect conformity to the ecclesiastical injunctions and the

new cereuioaies. 'Ihus, being shut out from all prospect

of future usefulness, he resolved to withdraw from the storm,

and retire to New England. Previous to his departure, he
very narrowly escaped beiug taken by the bishop's officers.

And, towanis the close of the year 1634, having taken

shipping at Harwich, the ship had not been many hours at

sea before a most tremendous storm arose, in which they were
in the utmost danger of being lost. An eminent, but profane

officer on the shore, observing their distress, was heard to say,

" As for that poor collier, I piiy him nuich : but as for the

puritans in the other vessel, bound for JNew England, 1 am
not concerned ; for their faith will save them." The ship at last

returned safe into the harbour. The next day Mr. Shepard
went ashore to bury his first-born son ; but, on account of the

watchful pursuivants, who were still anxious to take him, he
dare not be present at the funeral, t

In the month of July, 1635, Mr. Shepard, after having

again narrowly escaped falling into the hands of the bishop's,

officers, sailed from Gravesend m company with Mr. Wilson,
Mr. Jones, and others, and arrived at Boston in New Eng-
land, in the beginning of October follow ing. Previous to his

arrival, Mr. Hooker and his congregation having removed from
Cambridge to the banks of the river Connecticut, Mr. Shepard
was chosen pastor of the church at Cambridge, and there

continued to the day of his death. When the antinomian and
familistic errors broke out in the new colony, this worthy
divine, by his endeavours and infiuence, was the happy means
of stopping the progress of the infectious malady. He was
an excellent preacher, and took great pains in his prepa. aliens

for the puipit. He used to say, " God will curse that man's

* It is observed of Dr. Neile, Miaf , when he was Bishop of Lincoln, and
" when anv man preached before King .lames that had renown of piety,

!i«, unwiUinn; tiie king should hear liim, would in the serraon-time entertain
the king with a merry tale, after which he would laugh, and tell those near
hitn, he could not hear the pr'^acher for the old bishop." It is added :

" When he was Archbishop of York, his head was so filled with Arminian
impiety, that in the next king's reign he was looked upon by the parliament
to be one of the great grievances of the kingdom."

—

Le Neve^s Lives,
yo\. i. part ii. p. 146, 147.

f Mather's Hist, of New England, b. iii. p. 84—87.
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labours who goes idly up and down all the week, and then

goes into his study on a Saturday afternoon. God knows
that we have not too much time to pray in, and weep in,

and get our hearts into a tit frame for the duties of the

sabbath."

Mr. Shepard's great care and attention to the duties of the

pastoral olhce will appear from the following extracts col-

lected from his diary :
—" August 15, 1641, I saw four evils,"

says he, " attending my ministry.— 1. The devil treads me
down by shame, discouragement, and an apprehension of the

unsavoury spuits of the people.—2. I am become too care-

less, because I have done well, and have been enlarged and

respected.—3. Weakness and iuiirmities : as the m ant of

light, life, and spirit.—4. The want of success.—I saw these

things, and have cause to be humbled for them. I have this

day found my heart heavy, depressed, and untoward, by
musing upon the many evils to come. But I was comforted

by recollecting, that though in myself I am a dying, condemned
sinner, I am alive and reconciled by Christ; that J am
unable to do any thing of myself, yet by Christ I can do all

things ; and that though 1 eiijoy all these only in part in this

world, I shall shortly have them in perfection m heaven.
" March 19, 1642; I said, as pride was my sin, so shame

would be my punishment. 1 had many fears of Eli's punish-

ment, for not sharply reproving sin. tlere I considered that

the Lord may make one good man a terror, and a dreadful

example, that all the godly may fear, and not slight his com-
mands as Eli did.

" October 10th. When T saw gifts and honours conferred

upon others, I began to aflfect their excellencies. The Lord
therefore humified me, by letting me see, that all this was
diabolical pride. And he made me thankful for seeing it,

putting me in mind to watch against it in future."

His very humble and contrite spirit will appear from the

following extracts, written on days of special fasting and
prayer :

—" November 3rd. I saw sin to be my greatest

evil ; and that I am vile ; but God is good, against whom I

.have sinned. I saw what cause I had to loathe myself. It

was a good day to me. I went to God, and trusted in him.

I considered whether all the country did not fare the worse
for my sins. I saw it did, and was deeply humbled.

" April 4th. May not I be the cause of the church's pre-

sent sorrows r My heart hath been long at a distance from
the Lord. The Lord iirst sent a terrible storm at sea; and
my deliverance, in being snatched from apparent death, was
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so sweet, that I hoped my future life would be wholly

devoted to God. I then set my face towards New England^

where 1 resolved to be the Lord's in all manner of holiness.

Afterwards the Lord took my dear wife from me. This

made me resolve to delight no more in creatures, but in the

Lord alone. When God threatened my child with blindness,

his affliction was sweet to me, but much more his commands
and promises. Then I could do his will and leave all things

to him. But how is my gold become dim ! I have no cause

to blame the Lord who has persuaded me ; but the Lord
pardon my sin. To seive Satan without promise, and

forsake the Lord against his promise, is grievous indeed!

With respect to my people, I have not pitied them, nor

prayed for them, nor visited them, nor loved them, so much
as 1 ought to have done. The gospel which I have preached

has not been seen in its glory, nor been believed, nor proved

effectual. Because I have greatly neglected to seek to Christ

for supplies, all hath been dead work, and the fruit of pride.

I have now had a long sickness, as if the Lord would use me
no more. Oh ! my God, who is like unto thee, pardoning

and subduing mine iniquities!"* These are some of the

severe censures, which this eminently holy man pronounced

against himself.

Mr. Shepard, when on his death-bed, was visited by many
of his friends and brethren, in the ministry. Several young

ministers having called to see him, he addressed them as

follows :
" Your work," said he, " is great, and requires

" great seriousness. For my own part, 1 never preached a
" sermon winch, in the composing, did not cost me prai/erSy

" with strong cries and fears. 1 never preached a sermon
" from which 1 had not lirst got some good to my own soul.

" I never went up into die pulpit hut as if I were going to

" give an account of myself to God."t Before his departure,

addressing his friends, he said, " Oh ! love the Lord Jesus very

dearly. That little part winch I have in him is no small

comfort to me now." He died of a quinsey, August 25,

1649, aged forty-three years. He was a person of great

learning, a hard student, an admirable preacher, and an

excellent writer. His work on the " Parable of the Ten
Virgins," observes Dr. Williams, is a rich fund of experi-

mental and practical divinity : the dress is plain, but the

strain of thought is extremely animaied and searching.^

Fuller has honoured him with a place among the learned

* MaHiers Hist. b. iii. p. 91—93. + Ibid. p. 238.

:^ Cbristian Preacher, p. 435.
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writers who were fellows of Emanuel college, Cambridge.*

The two Mr. Thomas Shepards, successively paslurs of the

church at Chariestowu in New England, were his son and
grandson.

f

His Works.— 1. The Doctrine of the Sabbath, 1649.—2. Certain

Select Cases Kesolved. 1660.—3. Subjection to Christ in all his

Ordinances and Apj)nintinents, the best means to preserve our
Liberty, 1652.—4. The Sincere Convert, 16.52.—5. A Treatise of
Liturgies, 16'j3.— 6. The Parable of the Ten Yirgins, 1660.—7. The
Sound Believer, 1671.—8. The Chnrchmembersliip of Children, and
their rij^ht to Baptism.—9. New England's Lanienlatioiis for Old
England's Errors.—10. A Treatise of Idearing the Word.— 1 1. Wine
for Gospel Wantons; or, Cautions against Spiritual Drunkenness.

Samuel Crook, B. D.—This excellent divine was born

at Great Waldmgfield in Essex, January 17, 1574; educated

in Pembroke-hall, Cambridge ; and afterwards chosen fellow

of Emanuel college. His father was the learned and labori-

ous Dr. Crook, preacher to the honourable society of Gray 's-

inn, and descended from an ancient family. He was highly

esteemed in the university, for his pregnant parts, great

industry, and answerable proficiency in all the branches of

useful and polite literature. He was chosen reader of rhe-

toric and philosophy in the public schools, which offices he

filled with great applause. While at Cambridge he was a

constant hearer and a great admirer of the excellent Mr.
Perkins. He preached first for a short time at Caxton, near

Cambridge; then, in the year 1602, accepted an invitation to

the pastoral charge at Wrington in Somersetshire, receiving

his presentation to the living from Sir Arthur Capel. In

gratitude for the advantages which he had enjoyed at the

university, he gave to the library of Pembroke-hall, Basil's

Works, Greek and Latin ; to Emanuel colleg.i, all the Councils,

Greek and Latin ; and to the imiversity library, the Works of

Gregory Nazianzens and Gregory Nissens.

Mr. Crook, upon his settlement at Wrington, took inde-

fatigable pains in his ministry, and his usefulness surpassed

all expectation. He constantly preached three times a week,

and sometimes oftener, to the end of his days. As he

preached so he lived. His life was one continued comment
upon his doctrine. He was much admired and esteemed by

his people, and their affectionate attachment continued to

increase to the last. As, during his preparations for the

* Hist, of Cambridge, p. 147. + Mather's.Hist, b. iii. p. S8.
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ministry, he had laid in richly, so now he laid out liberally.

His serrnons were grave, judicious, and appropriate ; and his

applications, by a sweet eloquence, fervent zeal, and love to
souls, were addressed to the hearts of his hearers. He
did not serve God with that M'hich cost him nothing, but
laboured much in his preparations for the pulpit. His con-
stant motto was, " I am willing to spend and be spent." In
time of sickness, the physician observing that he might live

longer if he would preach less, he said, *' Alas ! if I may not
labour I cannot live. What good will life do me, if I be
hindered from the end of living ?" When labouring under
the iniirmities of old age, he would not desist from his beloved
work, but often preached when with the utmost difficulty

he could scarcely walk to the house of God; and even then
his sermons were delivered with his usual vivacity.* He fed
his flock, not with airy notions and vain speculations, but
with the substantial provision of the gospel. He provided
milk for babes, and strong meat for men. Notwithstanding
his excellent endowments, and the high admiration in which
he was held by all who knew him, he was not lifted up with
pride, but walked in all humility before God and men. He
is said to have been the first who brought extemporary
prayer into use in that part of the country, in which exercise
he greatly excelled.

He laboured in the ministry, with very litttle interruption,
above forty-seven years. During this period he was the
means of bringing many wandering sinners to Christ. Once,
indeed, the bishop put a stop to his Tuesday lecture ; but it is

said, " God was pleased so to-order it, that the lecture was
soon revived, and ihe bishop who interrupted it was cast out
of his office."+ During a life of nearly seventy-five years, he
witnessed many changes in the ciiurch of Christ. Nor was
lie without his sufferings in the civil wars. Rude soldiers

tyrannized over him in his own house, not permitting him to
be quiet in his study. There they followed him wiih drawn
swords, vowing h;s instant death, for not joining thein in their

bloody cause. The Lord, ho\vever, was pleased to deliver
him from the rage of his enemies. •

Mr. Crook, dunnrg his last sickness, often protested that
the doctrine he had taught was the truth of God, as he
should answer at the tribunal of Christ, to winch he was
hastening. He received the sentence of his approaching
death with cheerfulness ; and seeing he had no prospect of

* Clark's Lives annexed to his Martyrologie, p. 202—206.
+ Ibid. p. 206-208.
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labouring any more, he desired his friends not to pray for the

continuance of his life, but ** for faith, for patience, for re-

pentance, and for joy in the Holy Ghost. Lord," said he,
** cast me down as low as hell in repentance, and lift me up to

heaven by faith and confidence in thy salvation." He was
full of grace, full of peace, full of assurance. The Tuesday
before he died, he said, " This day sevennight is the day on
which we used to remember Christ's nativity, and on this day
I have preached Christ. 1 shall scarcely live to see it. But
for me that child was born, and unto me that son was given."

He died December 25, 1649, iw the seventy-fifth year of his

age. Mr. Clark says, " he was a person of a quick invention,

a sound judgment, a strong memory, and great learning and
piety. He was grave without austerity, pleasant without

levity, courteous without hypocrisy, and charitable almost
without an equal."* Fuller has placed him on the list of
learned writers, being fellows of Emanuel college, Cam-
bridge.t

His Works.—1. Three Sermons, 1615.—2. Death Subdued, 1619.—3. The Guide to True Blessedness, 1650.—4. Divine Charac-
ters, 1658.

Francis Woodcock, A. B.—This pious divine was
born in the city of Chester, in the year 1614, and educated in

Brazen-nose college, Oxford, where he took one degree in

arts. He entered into holy orders while at the university,

and was episcopally ordained, soon after which he removed
from that seat of learning, and had a cure of souls bestowed
upon him. Wood says, " he was always puritanically

affected ;" therefore, upon the commencement of the differ-

ences between the king and parliament, he espoused the

cause of the latter, and v^as afterwards chosen one of the

assembjy of divines, when he assiduously attended during the

whole session. Being brought up to London, he was chosen
lecturer of St. Lawrence Jewry, and frequently preached at

St. Olave's in Southvvark, to which he was afterwards ap-
pointed minister by an ordinance of parliament, dated July

10, 16464 He took the covenant with the rest of bis

brethren, and was chosen proctor to the university of
Cambridge.^ He died in the year 1649, aged thirty-five

* Clark's Lives annexed to his Martyrolojif, p. 305—214.
+ Hi.-t. of Cambridge, p. 147.

J Whitlocke's Mem. p. 220.
f> Neal's Puritans, v»l. iii. p, 54.



110 LIVES OF THE PURITANS-'

years, and his remains were interred in St. Olave's church.*

He was esteemed a good scholar and an excellent preacher.

His Works.— 1. The Two Witnesses, in several Lectures at St.

Lawrence Jewry, on Rev. xi., with the great Question discussed,

AVhetiier the two Witnesses were slain or no ? 1843.
—

'this work was

made public by an order from the committee of the house of com-

nions,':dated April 27, 1643.—2. Christ's Warning-piece, giving Notice

to every one to watch and keep their Garments, delivered in a Sermnn

at Margaret's, Westminster, before the House of Commons, at their

solemn Fast, October 30, 1644—1644.—3. I^ex Talionis; or, God
paying every Man in his own Coin, a Fast Sermon before the House of

Commons, July 30, 1645, oi» 1 Sam.ii. 30., 1645.—4. Joseph Paralleled

by tiie present Parliament, in his Suilerings and Advancement, a

Sermon preached before the House of Commous on their solemn Da/

of Thanksgiving, Feb. 19, 1615, on Gen. xlix. 23, 24., 1646.

Edward Symmo^ds, A.M.—This pious man was born

at Cottered in Hertfordshire, and educated at Peter-house,

Cambridge. Upon his leaving the university, he entered into

the ministerial office, and appears to have preached at Fowey

in Cornwall. In the year 1630 he became rector of Little

Kayne in Essex, where he continued till the commencement

of the civil wars. He omitted the use of the cross in baptism

and wearing the surplice, for which he was brought before a

justice of peace ; but whether the prosecution was dropped,

or he was punished for this two-fold marvellous crime, we are

not able to learn. " His omission of the cross and si.irplice,

and his friendship with Stephen Marshall, plainly intimate,"

says Dr. Walker, " that he was something inclinable to the

puritans ;"t and we venture to add, that the former alone

sufficiently proves that lie was a puritan and a nonconformist.

He was nevertheless brought into many troubles during the

civil wars, by the committee of scandalous ministers. Ap-

pearing before the committee, he was sequestered for preach-

ing and publishing, " That the king, being the supreme

magistrate, hath inmiediate dependence upon God, to whom
only he is accountable—that the title of the Lord's anointed is

proper and peculiar to the king : that royal birth is equivalent

to royal unction : that authority is a sacred thing, and essential

to the king's person: that resistance is against the way of

God, destructive to the whole law of God, inconsistent with

the spirit of the gospel, the perpetual practice of Christianity,

the calling of ministers, common prudence, the rule of

* Wood's Athena? Oxon. vol. ii. p. 82, 83.—Walker's Att<=mpt, part ii.

p. 6. + Walker's AUempt, part ii. p. 361,
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humanity, nature itself, reason, the oath of allegiance, and
even the late protestation." These charges, which Mr. Sym-
monds acknowledged, are expressed in his own words. He
was further charged with having defamed the parliament,

affirming, " That the parliament would force the king to

comply with their laws : that they raised a force against the

king ; and that they are not to be obeyed, though they com-
mand according to the \\ ill of God, if it be not according to

the command of the king: and pressing his auditors to

believe whatsoever is set forth in the king's declarations;

because a ditine sentence is in his mouth, and he cannot
ERR : and that if David's heart smote him for cutting oft'

Saul's garment, what would it have done if he had kept liim

from his castles, towns, and ships?" For these things,

the lords and commons in parliament assembled gave an
order, dated March 3, 1642, that his living should be
sequestered into the hands of Mr. Robert Atkins, A. M. who
was appointed to preach every Lord's day till further

order.*

Mr. Symmonds, besides his sequestration, endured many
other hardships. His accusers, if sufficient credit be due to

Dr. Walker, were persons of very inferior character. His
family experienced some unkind usage ; and he was forced

to flee for safety into various parts of the kingdom, and at

length into France. The doctor, however, is certainly very

incorrect in asserting, " that Mr. Symmonds brought all these

miseries upon himself, because he could not go hand in hand
with them in rebellion." Many of the royal clergy, who inter-

meddled not with state affairs, but remained neuter, continued

in the peaceable possession of their livings. He died in the

year 1649, and his remains were intened in St. Peter's church,

Paul's-wharf, London. " He was a person of great piety,

courage, wisdom, and learning ; an excellent and a profitable

preacher ;"t and tliough he suffered much during the wars,

through his zeal for the royal cause, he was so strict in his

life, and so plain, piercing, and profitable in preaching, that

he was looked upon as a puritan.} He published " A loyal

Subject's Belief," 1643 ; and " A Vindication of King
Charles."

• Walker's Attempt, part i. p. 67, 68.

+ Ibid, part ii. p. 358—361.— Fuller's Worthies, part ii, p. 29

% Uoyd'H Memoiresj p. 614, 687.
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Andrew Wyke was a zealous minister of tlie baptist

persuasion, and apprehended m the county of Suffolk, tor

preaching and dippmg. When he was brought before the

committee of the county, to be examined about his autlionty

to preach and the doctinies he delivered, he refused to give

any account of either. He alleged, that a freeman of England

was not bound to answer any such interrogatories, either to

accuse himself or others ; but he signified, that if they had

any thing against him, they ought to biing forward their

charge, and produce their evidence. This was, indeed, con-

sidered as gieat obstinacy, and as high contempt of their

authority; therefore he was immediately sent to jail.*

It does not appear how long he remained in prison ; but

during his confinement a pamphlet was published either by

himself or some of his friends, entitled, " The Innocent in

Prison Complaining ; or, a true Relation of the Proceedings

of the Committee of Ipsv\'ich and the Committee of Bury

St. Edmunds in the county of Suffolk, against Andrew Wyke,
a witness of Jesus in the same county, who was committed

to prison, June 3, 1646."+ This work gives a circumstantial

account of his adversaries' proceedings against him, and

exclaims bitterly against the committee for its persecuting

principles and illegal conduct. Withholding from others the

blessing of christian liberty, came with an ill grace from those

persons, who, only a few years before, while they groaned

under the iron rod of the tyrannical prelates, had earnestly

pleaded for the same blessing.

March 16, 1650, Mr. Wyke, together with several others,

was committed to prison at Coventry, to be tried for his

crimes. He is represented as having kissed a soldier three

times, and said, " 1 breathe the Spirit of God into thee."

During his confinement, he preached every Lord's day at the

gate of the prison, when multitudes of people stood in the

street to hear him. But how long his tribulations continued,

or when he died, we are not able iearn.t

Henrx Tozer, B. D.—This learned person was born at

North-Tawton in Devonshire, in the year 1602, and educated

in Exeter college, Oxford, v.here he took his degrees, and
Was afterwards chosen sub-rector and fellow of the house.

Having entered, into the ministerial office, it is said, that he

* Edwards's Gangrasna, part iii. p. 109, 170.

+ Crosby's Baptists, vol. i. p. 235.

t Whitlocke's Mem. p. 430,432.
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was useful in moderating, reading to novices, and lecturing in

the chapel. He was an able and a laborious preacher, had
much of the primitive religion in his sermons, and seemed to

be a most precise puritan in his looks and life, on which
account his sermons and expositions in the churches of St.

Giles and St. Martin in Oxford, were much frequented by
the puritanical party. In the year 1643, he was nominated
one of the assembly of divines, but declined his attendance,
'' choosing," says Wood, " to remain at Oxfoid, and preach
before the king or parliament, rather than venture himself

among rigid Calvinists." He was a noted theologian, and
having preached at Christ's Church before his majesty, or at

St. Mary's before the parliament, lie was appointed by the

chancellor of the university, in 1646, to take his doctor's

degree ; but this in like manner he refused.*

Mr. Tozer was a divine of puritan principles; yet, on
account of his unshaken loyalty and the use of the Common
Prayer, after it was set aside, he experienced some trouble from
the opposite party, of which the following account is given

by the pen of Dr. Walker :
—" Dr. Hakeweli having retired

from the college, the government," says he, " of course
devolved upon Mr. Tozer as sub-rector ; nor did he betray or
disgrace his post, but shewed himself a stout ciiampion against

the illegal visitation, boldly and resolutely opposed it, main-
tained in the highest degree the rights of the college-, and
made a noble stand in defence of his own freehold, and that

of the other fellows, when that mock-reformation was set on
foot, after the surrender of the garrison to the parliament.'*

March 21, 1647, 1 find him upon a citation before the visitors

at Merton college, having been accused to them of " continu-

ing the Common Prayer in the college, after the ordinance
for the directory came in force : Also of having sent for and
admonished one of the house, for refusing to attend the

chapel-prayers on that account." He had also constantly

shewed " the utmost dislike to those of the parliament faction,

and always countenanced and patronized the loyalists of his

college. Although the visitors had thought fit to put off the

term
;

yet, as Dr. Fell, the vice-chancellor, had proceeded to

open it at the usual time in the university, without any regard
to that order, so did Mr. Tozer also in his private college.
** These informations," says our author, " the visitors had

* Wood'i Atbcnse Oxon. vol, ii, p. 71, 72.

TOL. III. I
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gotten from the spies and setters of the house ; for which
they were afterwards rewarded with the fellowships of those

who by that means were ejected. A most excellent encou-

ragement to informers ! And let me add," says he, " that in

direct contradiction to the very letter of the statutes, they

. ordered one of them to receive the rents of the college, and

soon after made him sub-rector, though he was at that

time, or only a few months before, no more than batchelor

of arts."

To the above criminations Mr. Tozer desired time to put

in his answer, which was granted him. When he returned

his answer, he disowned their authority, saying, " That the

things about which he was questioned, concerned the disci-

pline of the college ; and that he had some time before

answered in the name of the whole college, that they could

not, without peijury, submit to any other visitors than those

to whom their statutes directed them." This answer being

unsatisfactory to the visitors, they ordered him to be ejected,

and committed the execution of the sentence to the soldiers

of the garrison. However, Mr. Tozer still kept possession

of his college for some time ; and, June 29, 1648, the visitors

sent for him again, and in direct opposition to the statutes

of the house, peremptorily forbade him to proceed to an

election the day follow ing ; and to effectually prevent him,

they expelled him both from the college and the university.

He refused after all to deliver up the keys of the college and

to be perjured, when they proceeded to apprehend and

imprison him. There is one circumstance more concerning

his suffermgs which, says our author, must not be omitted,

viz. " That the second of the same month, he was dragged

out of St. Martin's church by the soldiers, and forbidden to

officiate there any more ; because, forsooth ! he preached

pestilential doctrine." The visitors, however, afterwards

moderated their sentence ; allowed him the use of his

chamber in the college j and appointed him the profits of a

travelling fellowship, to be allowed him for three years

:

" but," our author adds, " whether it was ever paid him, or

not, I cannot say."* Upon the appointment of this allowance,

he went to Holland, and became minister to the English

merchants at Rotterdam, where he died September 11, 1650,

aged forty-eight years, and his remains were interred in the

English church at that place. Dr. Thomas Marshall, who

* Walker's Attempt, part ii.p. 115.
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succeeded him in the preacher's office, says, " he was always
taken for an honest and a conscientious puritan."*

His Works.— 1. Directions for a Godly Life, especially for com-
miuiicating: at tlie Lord's Table, 1628.—2. A Christian Amendment,
a Sermon on IN ew-j cars-day at St. Mary's CIj. in Ox. on 2 Cor. v. 17.,

1633.—3. Dicta et facta Christi ex quatonr Evangelistis coilecta, et
in ordiiie disposita, 1634.—4. Christian Wisdom, or the Excellency,
&c. of true Wisdom, a Sermon on 1 Kings x. 24., 1639.—5. A Sermon
on John xviii. 3;, 1G40.

Christopher Love, A.M.—This person was the son
of Mr. Christopher Love, born at Cardiff in Glamorganshire,
in the year l6l8, and educated at New-inn-hall, Oxford. He
was the youngest child of his parents, and the son of their

old age ; his mother, who was of a respectable family, was
fifty years old when he was born. Though they never in-

tended him for the ministry, they gave him a good education.

From a child he was remarkably fond of books ; and though
his parents were too indulgent to him, allowing him too great

liberty for play and sinful recreations, he never neglected his

learning. He felt greatly concerned for his own improvement

;

therefore he devoted much of his time, both night and day,

to his beloved studies.

He was fifteen years of age before ever he heard a sermon.
At this period, Mr. Erbery going to the town, he was induced
through curiosity to hear him ; and he, with some others, was
greatly entertained with the novelty of it. Although he went,
as he used afterwards to observe, only to see a man in a

pulpit
;

yet, there God was pleased to meet with him, and,

by that sermon, gave him such a sight of his sins and his

undone condition, that he confessed he returned home, as he
expressed it, " with a hell in his conscience." When he
came to his father's house, being dead to all his former carnal

pleasures and sinful pastimes, his father greatly wondered at

the sudden change ; and, concluding him to be seized with

some strange fit of melancholy, recommended him to asso-

ciate and play with his old companions, but he refused. He
could now take no pleasure in their company. His father

sometimes advised him to go to gentlemen's houses, and
attend his usual games ; but the very thoughts of them were as

daggers in his heart ; therefore, he begged to be excused.

Mr. Love having fully relinquished the card-table, desired

* "Wood's AthenjB Oxon. vol. i. p. 1?.— Biog. Britan. vol. vi, p. 4076.
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leave of his father, upon the next lecture day, to go to church;

but tliis he absohitely refused, conceiving it to have been the

occasion of his present sadness. Also, to prevent his attend-

ance at church, his father locked Inm up in a high chamber
of the house, thinking by this means to contine him there till

the service was over. Such, however, was his courage, and
his desire to hear the word, that he made his escape by tying

a cord to the window, and sliding by it down the side of the

house ; and so went to the church, where the Lord was
pleased so to deepen his convictions, that it ended in a sound
conversion of his soul to God. Upon his return home, he

found his father greatly exasperated. His situation was now
deplorable. While his earthly parent was exceedingly dis-

pleased, the thoughts of an almighty and offended God were
almost insupportable. It was no snjall aggravation of his

distress, that for some time he iiad not a friend on earth to

whom he could unbosom his complaint. Afterwards he

made known the anguish of his mind to Mr. Erbery, who was
instrumental in further promoting his edification and benefit

:

nevertheless the Sovereign Disposer of all events was pleased

to suspend the manifestations of his love, and keep him under

a cloud for many years.*

About the same time some others, who had been his com-
panions in vice, were brought to an acquaintance with God.
They who had been familiar associates in games and sinful

pleasures, now often assembled together for the purpose of

fasting and prayer. That they might not neglect their school-

hours, nor displease their paients, they met together in the

night season, when their parents thought they were in bed.

For many months they held these nocturnal assemblies,

setting apart two nights in the week for these devotional exer-

cises. Mr. Love's father seeing him continue in this course,

appeared to draw his affection from him, and looked upon him
as a hopeless youth. He who had been called a young
gamester, was now stigmatized a young puritan. Mr. Erbery
perceiving his distressed situation, waited upon his father, and
requested him to allow his son to come to his house, and he

would promote his improvement in learning, and take proper

care of him, to which his father gave his consent.

In this new situation he continued for some time, to his

great advantage and comfort, of which he retained a lively

sense to the day of his death. His father going to London,
procured a place for him as an apprentice, entered into aa

* Sloanc's MSS. No. S945.
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agreement with the master, and even paid the stipulated

premium : but young Love was exceedmgly averse to the

situation, and earnestly entreated his father to send him to

Oxford. Though his father consented to his wishes, he did

it in displeasure, withholdmg his pecuniary aid ; and, durmg
his abode at the university, he was supported partly by his

mother, and partly by Mr. Erbery. He who was appomted
to endure many troubles, began thus to bear the yoke in his

youth. Upon his arrival at Oxford, not knowing any person

in the place, nor whom to choose for his tutor, as he sat by
the lire at the inn, there came several young scholars, whose
discourse was wholly against the puritans, railing against

them, and cursing them, especially one Mr. Rogers, whom
they stigmatized an arch-puntaii, and declared there was none

other besides him who was head of any house in Oxford.

Having heard what they had to say, he resolved to make
some further inquiries concerning this Mr. Rogers, h.oping

that he was just such a tutor as he wanted ; and after

gaining satisfactory information, he intrusted himself to his

care and tuition.

While, at the university, IN'Ir. Love had but little to subsist

upon ; but he was careful of what he received, and extremely

provident of his time, making suitable improvement in his

studies. He sought the acquaintance of religious persons, .

who, in those times of danger, were particularly cautious

whom they admitted into their society. He enjoyed, how-
ever, little or no comfort for several years. God seemed to

keep at a distance from him, which caused him to sigh and •

mourn. The remembrance of his former misspent life was to

him a source of constant and bitter lamentation. In the

midst of these painful conflicts, he walked as in the valley of

the shadow of death. The terrors of death and hell com-
passed him about, and the thoughts of God made hiin afraid.

The apprehensions of death were an astonishment to him.

Under these afflictive terrors and convictions, he desired to

live, as he used to say, " that he might have a little longer

respite out of hell." Having little or no hope of escaping

future misery, he feared that every step he took would launch

him into endless torment. The waves and billows passed over

his soul, and had he not been supported by the grace of Christ,

he would have been overwhelmed in the mighty storm. Amidst

all these painful conflicts, he lifted up his heart to God iu

devout prayer and supplication, and was at length enabled by

faith to look within the vail, and obtain a glimpse of God, as

a father and a friend, through Jesus Christ. He chose rather
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to suffer affliction with the people of Gocl, than to live in the

pleasures of sin. He was enabled to come nnto tlie J^ord,

and to cast anchor on the promise of his word ; and then he

enjoyed comfort. \

He knew that grace was absolutely necessary to make a

good christian; so learning, in his opinion, was of great

importance to make an able minister of the gospel. He was,

therefore, constantly assiduous to enjoy both. He was a

good proficient in the school of Christ, as well as in the

school of the prophets. The Lord greatly blessed his close

application to his studies ; and, to qualify him for making

known the glorious gospel of the blessed God, he filled

his earthen vessel with the treasures of wisdom and know-

ledge.

During the above painful conflict, he was generally looked

upon as melancholy. As he had but few friends to whom he

could unbosom his complaint, most persons were totally

unacquainted with the cause of his dejection. At the usual

time of attending his meals, as I have heard him say, (the

writer of his life observes,) he used to come to his meat,

when he would scarcely take any notice of those who sat

with him at table, but wondered that they could eat and drink

with such merry hearts. While at the table, he thought the

moments long till he again retired to his study, where he

spent nearly all his time, devoting certain hours every day to

his academical pursuits, and the rest to the study of the holy

scriptures. He allowed himself very little sleep, and little or

no time for recreation. He was steady in his attachment to

the house and ordinances of God, and conscientiously exact

in all the duties of private devotion. For his zeal in the

cause of God, he was often prosecuted in the bishops' courts;

but none of these things moved him, or damped his religious

ardour.*

Mr. Love having entered the ministerial function, became a

very popular and useful preacher, but was persecuted for

nonconformity. Even during his abode at Oxford, for

refusing in convocation to subscribe Laud's superstitious

canons, he was expelled from the house, never to sit there

any more. Upon leaving the university, he went to London,

where he was invited by the sheriff, who was a person of

eminent piety, to become his domestic chaplain. In this

situation he was exceedingly beloved, and made instrumental

in the conversion of several in the family. He received an

* Sloane'ii MSS. No. .^945.
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invitation to become lecturer at St. Ann's, Aldersgate ; but
the Bishop of London opposed his settlement, and for three

years refused his allowance. Mr. Love's popularity exaspe-

rated the minds of his enemies, and he no sooner entered

upon his public ministry, than he was silenced from
preaching.

He had, indeed, certain conscientious scruples against the

ordination of the church of England, and, therefore, went
into Scotland, with a view to have obtained presbyterian ordi-

nation ; but there he met with a disappointment. That
church had decreed to ordain none besides those who should
settle among them ; nevertheless, large offers were made to

him, in addition to ordination, if he would have continued in

the north. On his return from Scotland, he was invited by
the aldermen and other worthy persons of Newcastle, to

preach for them on a Lord's day ; and, in his sermon in the

afternoon, he openly expressed his sentiments against the

errors in the Book of Common Prayer, and the superstitious

ceremonies in the national church. For this, he was imme-
diately committed to tiie common gaol, a most filthy place,

among thieves and murderers, having nothing but straw to lie

upon. During his confinement, the people flocked to the

prison ; and not being admitted to his company, he preached
to them through the grates of the prison. Afterwards, his

friends being allowed to go into the prison, they cleaned it

for his comfort, and there he preached to all who came, and
was made remarkably useful. Having suffered confinement
for some time, he was removed to London, and tried in the

court of king's-bench, and acquitted. About the com-
mencement of the national troubles, for maintaining in his

Sermon the lawfulness of defensive war, in certain cases,

against the civil magistrate, he was accused of treason and
rebellion, but was publicly acquitted, with the recovery of
damages.*

During the wars, Mr, Love was chosen to be preacher to

the garrison of Windsor, then under the command of Colonel

John Venn ; on which account the royalists nick-named him
" Venn's principal fireman at Windsor." Notwithstanding

this foul calumny, his ministerial labours were greatly esteemed,

even by those who differed from him in matters of ceremony

;

and, our author adds, " I am bold to say, that no man was
more generally beloved than he was, and, I believe, as great a

seal was set unto his ministry as God doth usually set to the

* Sloane'9 MSS. No. 3946.—Mr. Love's Trial, p. 63. Edit. 1651.
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ministry of any of his servants." When God visited the toWH
and castle with the plague, and many were cut off, he still

continued in the place ; and, not afraid of the ravages of

death, he visited the abodes of the afflicted and dying where-

ever he heard of them. To promote their comfort and sal-

vation, he exposed himself to infection and death; and

through this period of extreme danger the Lord protected

him from both. Though many fell on the right hand and

on the left, his life was precious in the sight of the Lord.

Having made the " Lord his refuge, and the Most High his

habitation," he was not " afraid of the pestilence that

walked in darkness, nor of the destruction that wasted at

noon-day."

Upon the establishment of the presbyterian government,

he was ordained according to their method, in Aldcrmanbury

church, January 23, 1644, by Mr. Horton, Mr. Bellers, and

Mr. Roberts ; which was done by fasting and prayer, and

laying on of liands. In his examination, being asked whether

he thought he could sufler for those truths of Christ, of

which he had then made a profession, if he should be called

so to do, he thus answered :
—" I tremble to think what I

should do in such a case, especially when I consider how
many have boasted what they could suffer for Christ ; and yet

when they have come to it, they have denied Christ and his

tr-uths, rather than suffered for them. Therefore, I dare not

boast what I shall do ; but if this power be given me of God,
then I shall not only be willing to be bound, but to die for the

sake of the Lord Jesus." On this occasion, he received

excellent commendations of his gifts and graces, particularly

from Mr. Ley, by whom he was examined.*

In the year 1645, Mr. Love being called to preach before the

commissioners at the treaty of Ux bridge, he addressed his au-

dience, saying, " That they were not to expect any good from

the treaty ; for they (meanmg the king's commissioners) came
from Oxford with hearts full of blood, and there was as great

a distance between the treaty and peace, as between heaven

and hell. He inveighed," says the noble historian, " so sedi-

tiously against all who followed the king, and against the

persons of tlie commis-ioners, that he could be understood to

intend nothing else but to stir up the people to mutiny ; and

therem to do some act of violence to the commissioners."t

Another w riter says, " That instead of friendship, he vomited

out nothing but threatening and vilifying contradictions to the

* Sloane's MSS. No. 3945.

f Clarendon's Hist. vol. ii. p. 445, 446.
,
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peace-makers, altogether unbecoming one of his faction."

This scurrilous author further adds, " 1 shall conclude with oui*

supposed martyr, by asserting, that he who had the ignorance,

bhnd zeal, and impudence, to term episcopacy and the Com-
mon Prayer Book, th.e two plague-sores, several tmies in one

preachment, had need have set forms of serinons enjoined him,

as well as prayers"*

The king's commissioners, indeed, complained of the

sermon to the commissioners of the opposite party, who laid

the case before the parliament ; upon which Mr. Love was

sent for to London, and he underwent an examination ; the

result of which w as, that the congregation at Uxbridge were

disappointed of a preacher, and even after the psalm was

sung, he was unexpectedly invited to supply the place, when
he delivered the same sermon which he had preached the day

before at Windsor. He w as, therefore, acquitted by order of

the house of commons ;t yet Neal says, he was confined to

his own house during the treaty, and then discharged. t
" The

presbyterian house of commons," it is said, " who cleared Mr.
Love from any slander, for prattling such stuff, did plainly

demonstrate what little desire they had for peace, and thereby-

intimated their abominable hypocrisy to the whole world."^

This affords the reader a specimen of the ignorance, the

bigotry, and the bad spirit of this party historian.

Mr. Love, indeed, allowed that he cautioned the people

against placing too much confidence in the treaty ;
" because,"

said he, " while our enemies go on in their wicked practices,

and we keep to our principles, we may as soon make fire and

water to agree ; and, 1 had almost said, reconcile heaven and

hell, as their spirits and ours. They must grow better, or we
must grow worse, before it is possible for us to agree."|| He
also said, " men who lay under the guilt of much innocent

blood, are not meet persons to be at peace with, till all the

guilt of the blood be expiated and avenged, either by the

sword of the law, or the law of the sword : else a peace can

never be safe nor just."ir He further added, " that there was a

generation of men who carried blood and revenge in their

hearts against the well-affected in the nation, who hated not

only their bodies, but their souls, and would drink a health to

their damnation." Though there might be too much truth in

these expressions, they were certainly very unseasonable and

* Foulis's Hist, of Plots, p. 108, 155.

+ Love's Trial, p. 68.— Whitlocke's Mem. p. 123.

:J
Neai's Puritans, vol. iii. p. 233.

S Foulis's Hist, of Plots, p. 155.
||
Ibid. p. 154.

S L'Estraiige's Dissenters' Sayings, part ii. p. 62.
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unbecoming in this critical juncture. " Many," says Fuller,
" condemned his want of charity, but more his want of
discretion."*

Mr. Love was appointed one of the assembly of divines;

when he became minister of St. Lawrence Jewry, London;
and is said to have been chosen to the pastoral office at St.

Ann's, Aldersgate-street, where he had before been chosen
lecturer.i He united with the London ministers in declaring

against the king's death -t He was afterwards engaged in a
conspiracy which cost him his life ; and as he was a principal

sufferer on account of this plot, it was called Love's plot. It

was formed by a number of gentlemen and ministers, and
designed to raise money by private contribution, to forward
the expedition of Charles XL into England ; but the vigilance

of the commonwealth discovered and defeated the object.

'I'he principal persons concerned in this affair, were some
disbanded officers who had served the parliament in the wars:
as. Majors Adams, Alford, and Huntingdon; Colonels
Vaughan, Sowton, Titus, Jackson, Bains, and Barton; and
Captains Adams, Potter, Far, Massey, and Starks, and Mr.
Gibbons. The ministers w^ere Dr. Drake, and Messrs. Case,
Watson, Hey rick, Jenkin, Jackson, Jacquel, Robinson,
CaAvton, Nalson, Haviland, Blackmore, and Love. These had
their private assemblies at the houses of Major Adams,
Colonel Barton, and Mr. Love ; and held a correspondence
with the king, who desired them to send commissioners to

Breda to further his designs, and he Mould sufficiently reward
them when God should restore him to his kingdoms.

But so large a confederacy could not easily be concealed
from the watchful eyes of the new government, which had its

spies in all places. Major Adams being apprehended on
suspicion, was the first who discovered the conspiracy to the

council of state. Upon his information, warrants were issued

for apprehending most of the above persons ; but several

absconded and withdrew from the storm. The ministers who
were apprehended, were Dr. Drake, and Messrs. Jenkin,
Jackson, Robinson, Watson, Blackmore, Haviland, and
Love ; but seven of them, petitioning for mercy, and pro-
mising submission to the government m future, were released.

But Mr. Love and Mr. Gibbons were made public examples,

as a terror to others.

Mr. Love was brought before a new high court of justice

* Fuller's Church Hist. b. xi. p, 214.

+ Sloane'.s iVISS. iS'o. 3945.
^ Calamy's Contin. vol. ii. p. 744.
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erected for the purpose, as was the custom in those times for

state criminals, when Mr. Attorney-general Prideux, June

20, 1651, read the following indictment against him for high

treason : " That he, the said Christopher Love, as a traitor

" and an enemy of this commonwealth and free state of Eng-
" land, and out of a traitorous and wicked design to stir up
" a new and bloody war, and to raise insurrections, seditions,

" and rebellions within this nation, hath, at several times in

" the years 1648, 1649, l650, and 1651, in London, and at

" other places within the commonwealth of England, together

" with the persons mentioned above, traitorously and malici-

" ously combined, confederated, complotted, contrived, and
" endeavoured to stir and raise up forces against the present

" government of this nation, since the same hath been settled

" in a commonwealth and free state, and for the subversion

" and alteration of the same : that he hath traitorously and
" maliciously declared and published Charles Stuart, eldest

" son of the late king, to be king of England, without con-
" sent of parliament : that he hath traitorously and maliciously

" invited and assisted the Scots to invade this commonwealth
" of England : that the said Christopher Love, at divers times

"between March 29, 1650, and June 1, 1651, in London
" and other places, hath traitorously and maliciously main-
" tained correspondence and intelligence by letters and
" messages with the said Charles Stuart, and with the queen
" his mother, and with sundry of his council ; and that he
" hath likewise holden correspondence with divers persons of
" the Scots' nation, and hath assisted them with money,
" arms, and other supplies, in the present war against the

" parliament, to the hazard of the public peace, and in breach
" of the laws of the land."*

To this charge Mr. Love, after demurring upon the juris-

diction of the court, pleaded not guilty. The witnesses

brought against him were eight of his confederates, above

mentioned. Mr. Jackson, afterwards an ejected noncon-

formist,! was summoned, but he refused to be sworn, or to

give evidence, because he believed Mr. Love to be a good

man. He said, " I fear I should have a hell in my conscience

to my dying day, if I should speak any thing circumstantially

prejudicial to his life." The court reminded him of his

obligation to the public, and that the very existence and

* Love's Trial, p. 1,2.

+ No less than eight of the ministers concerned in this plot were ejected

after the restoration.

—

Palmer's JSoncon, Mem.
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safety of all government depended upon what they required.

After all Mr. Jackson refused to be s'.vorn ; ior which he was
immediately committed to the Fleet, and fined five hundred
pounds.*

During the trial, which lasted six days, the court concluded

that Mr. Love had carried on a crimmal correspondence with

both the king and the Scots. Respectmg the king, it was
sworn, that about a month after his late majesty's death,

several of them had assembled in Dow'gate and other places,

to concert measures to forward the king's agreement with the

Scots ; for which purpose they applied by letters to the

queen, and sent over Colonel Titus, who had one hundred

pounds to defray his expenses. The colonel, having de-

livered his message, sent back letters by Colonel Alford,

which were read in Mr. Love's house ; with the copy of a

letter from the king himself, when Mr. Love was present.

Therefore, upon these and similar facts, the counsel for the

commonwealth insisted, that here was criminal correspond-

ence to restore the king, contrary to the ordinance of

January 30, 1648, which declares, " That whosoever shall

proclaim, declare, publish, or any ways promote Charles

Siuart, or any other person, to be king of England, without

consent of parliament, siiall be adjudged a traitor, and sufier

the pains of death as a traitor."

The other branch of the charge was Mr. Love's corre-

spondence with the Scots, and assisting them in the war against

the parliament. To support this article, Captains Potter

and Adams, and Mr. Jacquel, swore that letters came from

Scotland to Colonel Bamtield, with the letter L upon them,

giving an account of the battle at Dunbar, and of the affairs

of the Scots for three months after Christmas. There came
letters also from the Earls of Argyle, Lothian, and Loudon,
who proposed raising ten thousand pounds to buy arms, and

lo hire shipping, with a view of landing five thousand men in

England. The letters were read in Mr. Love's house ; but

the proposals were disliked, and only forty pounds were
raised to defray the expenses of the messenger. At another

lime a letter was read from General Massey, in which he
desired them to provide arms, and specified his own necessi-

ties, and those of Colonel Titus ; upon which it was agreed

to raise two or three hundred pomids by contribution, and,

every one present wrote down what he would lend ; among

• Love's Trial, p. 5.1, 52. .

,
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tvhom was Mr. Love, who not only contributed himself, but
carried about a paper to encourage others. This was con-

sidered by the counsel of the commonwealth as sufficient to

bring Mr. Love within the ordinance of J uly 1 , 1 649; which
declares, " That if any persons shall procure, invite, aid, or

assist any foreigners or strangers to invade England or Ire-

land ; or shall adhere to any forces raised by the enemies of

the parliament or commonwealth, or keepers of the liberties

of England ; all such persons shall be deemed and adjudged

guilty of high treason."*

In his defence, Mr. Love behaved with too much freedom
and boldness, and set too high a value upon his ministerial

character, which the court was inclined to treat with neglect.

He objected to the witnesses, who were forced into the

service to save their own lives ; and observed, that as to

several of the facts attempted to be proved against him, there

was only one witness; and that some of them had sworn
falsely, or at least their memories had failed them in some
things, which was no wonder after so long a time. He called

for no witness to disprove the evidence ;' but in his defence

said, " None of the witnesses swear that I ever desired, per-

suaded, or directed any person to write any letter, to any

persons whose names are mentioned in the charges, or to any

person in or of the Scots' nation : or that ever any letter was
written in my house ; but only that letters supposed to be
come from, or sent to Scotland, were read there, which I do
not deny : or that I ever did so much as read a letter in my
house, or elsewhere, that was supposed to come from the

Scots, or pretended to be sent into Scotland : or, that I ever

gave my particular consent to sending any letter : or, that I

ever collected one penny of money for the king, or for the

Scots, or for any person in Scotland : or, that I ever invited

any person, or foreign force, to invade either England or

Ireland, as I am expressly charged : or, finally, that 1 ever

plotted, contrived, or endeavoured to raise forces, tumults, or

insurrections within this nation, and against the present

igovernment/'t

Towards the close of his defence, he confessed that there

had been several meetings at his house ; and that a com-
mission had been read there ; but that he utterly dissented

from it. He acknowledged further, that he was present at

the reading of letters, or of some parts of diem :
" But,"

says he, " I was ignorant of the danger that I now see 1 am

* LoTe'8 Trial, p. 13—16. i Ibid. p. 84.
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in. The act of August 2, 1650, makes it treason to hold
any correspondence with Scotland, or to send letters thither

only in a way of commerce, the two nations being at war.

Here my counsel acquaints me with my danger, because,

being present when letters were read at my house, I am guilty

of concealment ; and, therefore, I lay myself at your feet for

mercy.
" I have been called a malignant and apostate ; but God

is my witness, I never carried on a malignant interest : I shall

retain my covenanting principles ; from which, by the grace

of God, I will never depart. Neither am I an incendiary

between the two nations of England and Scotland : but I am
grieved for their divisions ; and if I had as much blood in my
veins as there is water in the sea, I would count it well spent

to quench the fire that our sins have kindled between them.

I have all along engaged my life and estate in the parliament's

quarrel, against the forces raised against the late king; not

from a prospect of advantage, but from conscience and duty:

and I am so far from repenting, that, were it to do again upon
the same unquestionable authority, and for the same declared

ends, I should as readily engage in it as ever, though I wish

from my soul, that the ends of that just war had been better

accomplished. But as to treason, I do not know any act of

mine proved against me, that brings me under any one act now
in existence. 1 never wrote any letter nor sent any letter to any

of the Scots' nation
;
yet I confess their proceedings with the

king are agreeable to my judgment. And though I disown the

commission, and instructions mentioned in the indictment, I

have desired an agreement between the king and the Scots,

agreeably to the covenant ; and they having declared him to

be their king, I have, as a private man, desired and prayed

that they might accomplish their ends, upon such terms as

are consistent with the safety of religion and the terms of the

covenant. For I thought that if the king and Scots became
united, it would advance the cause of God, the interests of

true religion, and the good of the nation.

" Therefore, I humbly beseech your lordship and the court,

to put a fair and candid construction upon all that 1 have done,

and that things may not be taken in the worst sense. 1 heard

your lordship say at Guildhall, that he is not guilty whose

mind is not guilt t/. The Lord knows, that in the uprightness

of my heart, 1 have done what I have done ; and 1 stood

amazed when I heard myself charged with treason. Though
1 acknowledge, that for not revealing, as mine accusers have

done, I am, by your acts, guilty of concealment; and I
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humbly beg the mercy of the court, promising, by the help of
God, to hve a quiet and peaceable life, in all godliness and
honesty. And thus I commit myself and my all to God and
your judgments, in the words of Jeremiah to the rulers of
Israel : As for me, behold I am in ijour hands, to do zcith me
as seemeth <yood and meet to you ; but know i/efor certain, that

ifye put me to death, ye shall surely bring innocent blood upon
yourselves. But I hope better things of you, though I thus

speak."*

The court allowed Mr. Love the benefit of counsel learned

in the law, to argue the exceptions against the indictment;
but after all that ISIr. Hale, afterwards the famous Judge
Hale, could say in behalfof the prisoner, the court pronounced
sentence of death upon him as a traitor. The sentence

being pronounced, Mr. Love said, " My lord, I have received

sentence of death in myself, that I should not trust in myselt^

but in God, which raiseth the dead. And, my lord, though
you have condemned me, neither God, nor my own con-
science, doth condemn me." He was then carried to the

Tower.t
Great intercessions were made to the parliament for the

preservation of his life. His wife presented one petition, or
probably more, in the most moving language ; and he pre-

sented no less than four himself. Several parishes in London
presented their petitions to the house of connnons, as did
upwards of fifty ministers; but all that could be obtained
was the respite of his execution for a month.}: The last of
his petitions, read in the house August 14th and l6tli, was
tlie foliovvino- :«

" "^1 o the supreme authority, the parliament of the com-
" monwealth of England.—The humble petition of Clnis-
" topher Love, a condemned prisoner in the Tower of
" London ; sheweth, that your petitioner doth humbly adore
" the wonderful goodness of God, and most thankfully
" acknowledge the great mercy of the parliament, for so
" seasonable and acceptable an act of grace, to such an
" offending suppliant, that when there was but one step
" between him and death, the number of his davs being
" accomplished, and he almost cut off from the land of the
" living, then you mercifully interposed, and gave him his

" life for a month longer, which was to him as a resurrection

Love's Trial, p. 66—71. + Ibid. p. 121.

X Granger's Biog. Hist. vol. iii. p, 43.

^ Love's Case, p. 4, 5. Edit, 1651,—Lotc's Vindication of hig Principles.

p. 6—14. Edit. 1651.
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" from the dead : The consideration whereof melleth the
*' heart of your petitioner, and makes him, after a more
" narrow search into his heart and ways, more deeply sensible
*' than ever of his sin against God, and more sorrowful for
*' his high crimes and offences against the parliament, in

" his late and great miscarriages.

" He humbly acknowledgeth he hath so highly violated

" the laws of the commonwealth, as that thereby he hath
" rendered hmiself guilty of the sentence of death justly

" passed upon him by the high court of justice. He doth
" also herewith humbly offer to your honours a free and
*' full narrative, under his hand, of the whole design, to the
" best of his remembrance, which he leaveth to your grave
" wisdoms' favourable interpretation, fully resolving that he
*^ will neidier plot, contrive, nor design any thing preju-
" dicial to the present government; but will, in his place
** and calling, oppose any designs whatsoever that may tend
" to the ruin of the commonwealth.

** Your dying petitioner, with all humble importunity,
" prostrates himself at your feet, and puts his mouth in the
*' dust; and oh ! that there may be hope ! craving your tender
** mercy, begging his life at yoiu' hands; promising never
*' to employ that life against you, which he shall receive
" from you ; but doth hold it his duty, in his place and
*' calling, to lay out himself for the glory of God, the good
*' of his people, and the peace and safety of this common-
" wealth. And your petitioner shall ever pray, &c.

" Christopher Love."
In the narrative accompanying this petition, Mr. Love

admits many of the things objected against him at his trial. It

is dated from the Tower, July 22, 1651, but much too long

for our insertion.* But, as Mr. Neal justly observes, the

affairs of the commonwealth being now at a crisis, and
King Charles II. having entered England at the head of

sixteen thousand Scots, it was thought necessary to strike

the presbyterian party with some degree of terror, by making
an example of one of their favourite ministers. We are

informed, that, at this juncture. Colonel Fortescue was sent

to General Cromwell, then in the north, with a petition in

behalf of Mr. Love ; but that both the general and the rest

of the officers declined meddling in the affair.+ Other his-

torians, however, affirm, that Cromwell actually sent a letter

©f reprieve and pardon for Mr. Love ; but that the post-boy

* Love's Case, p. 5—14. + Whitlocke's Mem. p. 4T4.
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was stopped on the road by several persons belonging to the

late king's army, who opened the Scotch mail, and finding

this letter of reprieve for Mr. Love, they took it, and with

indignation tore it in pieces; declaring, that he who had

been so great a firebrand at Uxbridge, was not fit to live.*

If this story be trne, our divine fell a sacrifice to the ungo-

vernable rage of the royalists.

Upon the arrival of the mail from Scotland, and there

being no letter from Cromwell in behalf of Mr. Love, it

was concluded that his silence was an absolute denial.

Mr. Love was therefore ordered to be executed on Tower-
hill. During his confinement, after his trial, he received

many encouraging and affectionate letters from his numerous

friends, particularly from Dr. Drake, Mr. Robinson, Mr.

Jenkin, and Mrs. Love, which are now before me. The last

that he received from Mrs. Love, written the day before his

execution, and well worthy of the pious reader's perusal,

was the following :

" My heavenly dear,
" I call thee so, because God hath put heaven into

thee before he hath taken thee to heaven. Thou now be-

holdest God, Christ, and glory, as in a glass ; but to-morrow

heaven's gates will be opened, and thou shalt be in the full

enjoyment of all those glories which eye hath not seen, nor

ear heard, neither can the heart of man understand. God
hath now swallowed up thy heart in the thoughts of heaven

;

but ere long thou shalt be swallowed up in the enjoyment of

heaven ! And no marvel there should be such quietness and

calmness in thy spirit, whilst thou art sailing in this tem-

pestuous sea, because thou perceivest, by the eye of faith, a

haven of rest, where thou shalt be richly laden with all the

glories of heaven ! O, lift up thy heart with joy, when thou

layest thy dear head on the block, in the thoughts of this,

that thou art laying thy head to rest in thy Father's bosom
;

which, when thou dost awake, shall be crowned, not with an

earthly, fading crown, but with an heavenly, eternal crown of

glory ! Be not troubled when thou shalt see a guard of sol-

diers triumphing with their trumpets about thee ; but lift up

thy head, and thou shalt behold God wath a guard of holy

angels triumphing to receive thee to glory! Be not dis-

mayed at the scoffs and reproaches thou mayest meet with

in thy short way to heaven ; for, be assured, God will not

• Rennet's Hist, of Enj. Tol. iii. p. 185.— Echard's Hist, of Eng. Tol. ii.

p. 706.
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only gloiify Ihy body and soul ia heaven, but lie uill also

make the mcmorij of thee to be ghmous on earth I

" O, let not one troubled iliougbt for thy wife and babes

rise within tlice! thy God will be our God and our portion.

He will be a husband to thy widow, and a father to thy

childresi : the grace of thy God will be sutircient for us.

" Now, my dear, I desire \villingly and cheerfully to resign

my right in thee to thy Father and my Father, who hath the

greatest interest in thee : and confident I am, though men
iiave separated us for a time, yet God will ere long bring us

together again, where we shall eternally enjoy one another,

never to part more

!

" O, let me hear how God bears up thy heart, and let

me taste of those comforts which support thee, that they

may be as pillars of marble to bear up my sinking spirit

!

I can write no more. Farewell, farewell, my dear, till we
meet where we shall never bid farewell more ; till which

time I leave thee in the bosom of a loving, tender-hearted

Father ; and so I rest,

" Till I shall for ever rest in heaven,

"Mary Love."
This excellent letter discovers the same triumph over the

world in Mrs. Love, which her husband so happily ex-

perienced. Siie was not only surrounded by their three

children, but with child of a fourth ;
yet she passed over

this circumstance in silence ; and though formerly weak in

grace, yd she now enjoyed strong confidence and great

comfort, and animated her Imsband by the most encourag-

ing considerations. Thus, " by faith, out of weakness, she

was made strong," The next morning, being the day on

which he suffered, xMr. Love returned her the following

farewell epistle

:

" My most gracious beloved,
" I am now going from a prison to a palace. I

have finished my work ; I am now to receive my wages.

I am going to heaven, where there are two of my children ;

and leaving thee on earth, where there are three of my babes

:

those two above need not any care ; but the three below need

thine. It comforts me to think two of my children are in

the bosom of Abraham, and three of them will be in the

arms and care of so tender and godly a mother ! I know
thou art a woman of a sorrowful spirit, yet be comforted.

Though thy sorrows be great for thy husband's going out

of the'' world, yet thy pains shall be the less in bringing
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<hy child into the world : Ihou shall be a joyful mother,

though thou art a sad v/idow ! God hath many mercies

ill store for thee : the prayers of a dying hus})and will not be
lost. To my shame I speak it, I never prayed so much for

thee at liberty, as I have done in prison. I cannot write

more ; but I have a few practical counsels to leave with thee,

viz.

" 1. Keep under a sound, orthodox, and soul-searching

ministry. Oh, there are many deceivers gone out into the

world ; but Christ's sheep know his voice, and a stranger

will they not follow. Attend on that ministry w hich teaches

the way of God in truth, and follow Solomon's advice

:

Cease to hear the instruction that causeth to err from the wot/

of knoxcledge.
" 2. Bring up thy children in the knowledge and ad-

monition of the Lord. The mother ought to be the teacher

in the father's absence. The zcords which his mother taught

him. Timothy was instructed by his grandmother Lois, and
his mother Eunice.

" 3. Pray in thy family daily, that thy dwelling may be
in the number of (he families that do call upon God.

*' 4. Labour for a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the

sight of God of great price.

" 5. Pore not on the comforts thou wantest; but on the

mercies thou hast.

" 6. Look rather to God's end in afflicting, than at the

measure and degree of thy afflictions.

" 7. Labour to clear up thy evidences for heaven, when
God takes from thee the comforts of earth, that, as thy

sufferings do abound, so thy consolations in Christ may
much more abound.

" 8. Though it is good to maintain a holy jealousy of the

deceitfulnrss of thy heart, yet it is evil for thee to cherish

fears and doubts about the truth of thy graces. If ever I

had confidence touching the graces of another, I have con-

fidence of grace in thee. I can say of thee, as Peter did
of Sylvanus, / am persuaded that this is the grace of God
wherein thou standest. Oh, my dear soul, wherefore dost

thou doubt, whose heart hath been upright, whose walkings

have been holy ! I could venture ray soul in thy soul's

stead. Such confidence have I in thee !

" 9. When thou findest thy heart secure, presumptuous
and proud, then pore upon corruption more than upon
grace : but when thou findest thy heart doubting and
unbelieving, then look on thy graces, not on thy infirmities.
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*' 10. Study the covenant of grace and merits of Christ,

and then be troubled if thou canst. Thou art interested in

such a covenant that accepts purposes for perforfnances,

desires for deeds, sincerity for perfection, the righteousness

of another, viz. that of Jesus Christ, as if it were our
own. Oh, my love, rest, rest then in the love of God, in

the bosom of Christ

!

"11. Swallow up thy will in the will of God. It is a
bitter cup we are to drink, but it is the cup our Father hath

put into our hands. When Paul was to go to suffer at

Jerusalem, the christians could say, The will of the Lord
he done. O say thou, when I go to Tower-hill, The will of
the Lord he done.

" 12. Rejoice in my joy. To mourn for me inordinatelyj

argues that either thou enviest or suspectest my happiness.

Thejoy of the Lord is my strength. O, let it be tliine also

!

Dear wife, farewell! I will call thee wife no more : I shall

see thy face no more
;
yet I am not much troubled ; for

now I am going to meet the bridegroom, the Lord Jesus

Christ, to whom I shall be eternally married !

" Thy dying,
" Yet most aflectionate friend till death,

" Christopher Love."
From the Tower of London,

August 22, 1651,

The day of my glorification.*

On this fatal day, at two o'clock in the afternoon, Mr.
Love mounted the scaffold with great intrepidity and reso-

lution. The ministers who accompanied him were Mr.
Simeon Ashe, Mr. Edmund Calamy, and Dr. Thomas
Manton. Upon the scaflbld, Mr. Love, taking off his hat

twice before the people, made a long speech to them,
addressing them as follows :

" Beloved christians, I am this day made a spectacle

unto God, to angels, and to men. I am made a grief to the

godly, a laughing-stock to the wicked, and a gazing-stock

to all
;
yet, blessed be God, I am not a terror to myself:

though there is but a little between me and death, there is

but a little between me and heaven. There are only two
steps between me and glory : my head must lie down upon
the block, and I shall ascend the throne. I am exchanging
a pulpit for a scaffold, and a scaflbld for a throne. I am

• Lovo'i Sermons on Grace, Appen. p. 211—215. Edit. I81#.



LOVE. 133

exclianging a guard of soldiers for a guard of angels, to

carry me into Abraham's bosom.
*' I speak the truth, and lie not. I do not bring a

revengeful lieart upon this scaffold. Before I came to this

place, and upon my bended knees, I begged mercy for

them who denied mercy to me ; and I have prayed God to

forgive them who •would not forgive me ; and I have from
my heart forgiven the worst enemy I have in the world.

Now, in the presence of God, I tell you, that as I would
in my trial confess nothing that was criminal, so I denied
nothing that was true, that I may seal it with my blood.

What 1 then denied and protested before the high court of
justice, I now deny and protest before you.

" I am for a regulated mixed monarchy, which I judge
to be one of the best governments in the world. I opposed,
in my place, the forces of the late king ; because I am against

screwing up monarchy into tyranny, as much as against

those who would pull it down to anarchy. I was always
against putting the king to death, whose person I promised
in my covenant to preserve ; and I judge it an ill way of
curing the body politic, to cut off the political head. I

die with my judgment against the engagement : I pray
God to forgive them who impose, and them who take it,

and preserve them wlio refuse it. Neitlier would I be
looked upon as owning t!ie present government : I die with
my judgment against it. And I die cleaving to all those

oaths, vows, covenants, and protestations, which were im-
posed by the two houses of parliament. I have abundant
peace in my own mind, that I have set myself against the

sins and apostacies of the time. Although my faithfulness

hath procured me the ill-will of men, it hatJi secured me
peace with God : I have lived in peace, and I shall die in

peace.
" But, before I draw my last breath, I desire to justify God

and condemn myself. Though I come to a shameful and
nntimely death, God is righteous. And though he cut me
off in the midst of my days, and in the midst of mj
ministry, because 1 have sinned, he is righteous, blessed be
his name. My blood shall not be spilt for nought. I may
do more good, and bring more glory to God, by dying
upon a scaffold, than if I had died upon my bed. 1 bless

God, I have not the least trouble on my spirit ; but I die
with as much quietness of mind as if I were going to lie

down upon my bed to rest. I see men thirst after my
blood, which will only hasten my happiness and their
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ruin. For tliough I am of a mean parentage, my blood is

the blood of a christian, of a minister, of an innocent man,
and of a martyr ; and this I speak without vanity. Had I

renounced ray covenant, debauched my conscience, and
endangered my soul, I might have escaped this place ; but,

blessed be God, I have made the best choice : 1 have

chosen affliction rather than sin. And, therefore, welcome
scaffold, welcome axe, welcome block, welcome death,

welcome all, because they will send me to my Father's

house.
" I bless God, and without vanity it is spoken, that I

have formerly had more fear in the drawing of a tooth than

I have now in the cutting off my head. Thus I commit
myself to God, and to receive the fatal blow. I am com-

forted in this, that though men kill me, they cannot danui

me : and tliough they thrust me out of the world, they

cannot thrust me out of heaven, I am going to the

heavenly Jerusalem, to the innumerable company of angels,

to Jesus Christ, the mediator of the new covenant, to the

spirits of just men made perfect, and to God the judge of

all ; in whose presence there is fulness of joy, and at whose

right hand there are pleasures for evermore. I conclude in

the words of the apostle, ' I am now ready to be offered up,

and the time of my departure is at hand ; I have finished

my course; I have kept the fiiith : henceforth there is laid

up for me the crown of righti^ousness ; and not for me o-ily,

but for all them who love tlie appearance of our Lord
Jesus Christ:' through whose blood I expect salvation

and thj remission of sins. And so the Lord bless you
all."*

Having finished his speech, he turned to Tichburn the

sheriff, and said, " May I pray?" "Yes," said the

sheriff; " but consider Hie time." Then, turning to the

people, he said, " Beloved, i wdl only pray a little while

with you, to commend my soul to God, and I have done."

He then prayed with a loud voice, saying:
" Most glorious and eternal majesty, thou art righteous

and holy in all thou doest to the sons of men. Though thou

hast suffered m.en to condemn thy servant, thy servant will

not condemn thee. He justifies thee, though thou cuttest

him off in the midst of his days, and in the midst of his

ministry ; blessing thy glorious name, that though he be

taken away from the land of the living, he is not blotted out

• Love's Trial, p. 121—198.—Lore's Case, p. 14—27.
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of the book of life. Falher, my hour is come. Thy poor
creature can say, without vanity and falsehood, he hath
desired to glorify thee on earth

;
glorify thou him now in

heaven. He hath desired to bring the souls of olher men
to heaven ; let now his soul be brought to heaven. O thou
blessed God! wliom thy creature hath served, who hath
made thee his hope and his confidence from his youth

;

Ibrsake him not now in liis drawing nigh to thee. Now
that he is in the valley of the shadow of death, Lord, be
thou life unto him. Smile thou upon him, while men
frown upon him. Lord, thou hast settled the persuasion in

his heart, that, as soon as the blow is given to divide his

Lead from his body, he shall be united to his Head in

heaven. Blessed be God, that thy servant dies in these

hopes. Blessed be God, that thou hast filled the soul of

thy servant with joy and peace in believing. O Lord,
think upon that poor brother of mine, who is a companion
with me in tribulation ; and who is this day to lose his life

as well as myself.* O fill him full of the joys of the Holy
Ghost, when he is to give up the ghost. Lord, strengthen

our hearts, that we may give up the ghost Avith joy and not

with grief. AVe entreat thee, O Lord, think upon thy poor

churches. O that England may live in thy sight ! O that

London may be to thee a faithful city ! and that righteous-

ness may be among the people ; that so peace and plenty

may be within their walls, and prosperity within their

habitations. Lord, heal the breaches of these nations.

Make England and Scotland as one staff in the Lord's

hand; that Ephraim may not envy Judah, nor Judah vex
Ephraim ; but that both may fly upon tlie shoulders of the

Philistines. O that men of the protestant religion, engaged
in the same cause and covenant, may not delight to spill

each other's blood, but engage against the common adver-

sary of religion and liberty ! God shew mercy to all who
fear him. Lord, think upon our covenant-keeping brethren

of the kingdom of Scotland. Keep them faithful to thee;

and let not those who have invaded tliem overspread their

land. Prevent the shedding of more cliristian blood, if it

seem good in thine eyes. God, shew mercy to thy poor

servant, who is now giving up the ghost. O blessed Jesus,

apply thy blood, not only for my justification unto lite, but

also for my comfort, for the quieting of my soul, that so I

may be in the joys of heaven before I come to the posses-

* His fellow-sufTerer, who was beheaded the same ilay, for being coh-

cerned in tha sam« plut, was Mr. Gibbons.
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sion of heaven. Hear the prayers of all Vay people tliat

have been offered np for thy servant. And though tiiou

hast denied prayer concerning my life, let the Iruit of
prayer be seen, by bearing np my heart against the fear of
death. O God, shew mercy to all that fear thee, and to all

who have engaged for the life of thy servant : Let tiicm
have mercy in the day of their aj^'pcaring bef(ne Jesus
Christ. Preserve thou a godly ministry in this nation, and
restore a godly magistracy, and cause good days to be the
heritage of thy people, for the Lord's sake. Now, Lord,
into thy hands 1 commit ray spirit. And though thy s; rvant
may not, with Stephen, see the heavens open; yet, let him
have the heavens open : and though lie may not see upon
a scaffold the Son of God standing on the right hand of
God

;
yet, let him come to the glorious presence of Jesus

Christ, and this hour have an intellectual sight of the
glorious body of his Saviour. Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit. And, Lord Jesus, stand by thy dying servant, who
in his life hath endeavoured to stand by thee. Lord, hear
and pardon all his infirmities ; wash away his iniquity by
the blood of Christ ; wipe off reproaches ; wipe off guilt
from his person ; and receive him pure, and spotless, and
blameless before thee in love. And all tiiis we beg for the
sake of Jesus Christ. Amen and amen."

Mr. Love having ended his prayer, turned to the sheriff,

and said, " I thank you, sir, for your kindness: You have
expressed a great deal of kindness to me." He then asked
for the executioner, who coming forwards, he said, " Art
thou the officer ?" and being answered in the affirmative, he
said, with his eyes lifted up to heaven, " O blessed Jesus

!

who hast kept me from the hurt of death, and from the fear
of death: O blessed be God! blessed be God!" Then,
taking his leave of the ministers and his other friends, he
said, " the Lord be with you all." He tJien kneeled down
and made a short prayer ; and, rising up, he said, " Blessed
be God, I am full of joy and peace in believing. I lie

down with a world of comfort, as if I were to lie down in
my bed. I shall rest in Abraham's bosom, and in the
embraces of the Lord .lesus." As he was preparing to lay
his head on the block, Mr. Ashe said, " Dear brother, how
dost thou find thy heart ?" Mr. Love replied, " / bless God,
sir, J am as full of joiy and comfort as ever my heart can
hold. Blessed he God for Jesus Christ.'^ He then laid

himself down upon the scaffold, with his head over the
block} and, stretching forth his hands, the executioner
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severed his head from his body at one blow.* His mortal

remains were ailervvards interred, with great lamentation,

in the chancel of the claircli ol St. Lawrencc-.Iewry.

Mr. Love was a zealous presbyterian, a most popular

preacher, and highly beloved among his bretliren. But his

njemory has greatly suffered by the reproaches of high-

church liistorians, and by none more than Clarendoii, who
says, " lie was guilty of as much treason as the pulpit

could contain. And, therefore, when he appeared upon the

scaffold, he seemed so much delighted with what he had
done, that he could not even then forbear speaking with

biilerness and animositi/ against both the hiv^ and the

bishops. And in a raving fit, he laid his head upon the

block, v/ithout so much as praying for the king, any turthcr

than he propagated the covenant."+

These are, indeed, most heavy charges. But if Mr. Love
was really guilty of so ' much treason,' it was in behalf of
the king, and with a view to promote the royal cause : there-

fore, according to the noble historian's own principles, the

charge is null and void. But if the historian refer to his

preaching at Uxbridge, or on any other occasion, the

charge is asserted in like manner, without the smallest evi-

dence, and, from all that I have been able to collect, appears
equally groundless and contrary to truth. With respect to

Mr. Love's ' speaking with bitterness and animosity against

both the king and the bishops,' when he was on the scaffold,

the charge is altogether without foundation, and stands

diametrically opposed to matter of fact ; as appears from
Love's speech at length, now before me.^ riwA as to his

laying his head upon the block, ' in a raving fit,' \\c arc at

a loss to understand his lordshi])'s meaning, unless he
undesignedly insinuates, that Mr. Love died in the enjoy-

ment of the most happy and exquisite religious feelings.

Dr. Calamy assures us, " That he died neither timorously

• Love's Trial, p. 128, 129.

+ Clarendon's Hist. vol. iii. p. 338.—Dr. Grey informs n?, that he had
met with the following manuscript note, upon the margin of Nalson's

Introduction, relative to Mr. Love's character and death :
—" It migiit be

*' observed, (sajs the note,) as a circumstance contributing to make his
*' death appear the more judicial, that when Archbishop Laud was be-
" headed, this Mr. Love, in a most inhuman friumph, flourished his hand-
" kerchief dipt in the blood of that great and venerable prelate; which,"
the doctor immediately adds, " will fully justify Lord Clarendon's cha-
racter of Mr. Love." Every reader, however, will easily perceive the
fallacy of the doctor's argument.

—

Grey's Ej:amination of Nsal, vol. iii.

p. 128.

J Love's Trial, p. 121— 128.—Love's Case, p. H—27.
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nor proudly, but with great alacrity and cheerfulness, as if

he had been going to bed."* Dr. Manton, who attended
Mr. Love upon the scaffold, who preached his funeral

«ermon, and who knew him much better than the historians

wlio have aspersed his character, says, " He was a man
eminent in grace, of a singular life and conversation, and
a pattern of piety most worthy of imitation. "+ Another
writer, who was intimately acquainted with him, gives an
excellent account of his christian character and his minis-
terial qualifications and usefulness ; and adds :—" In all

his relations, as a minister, a christian, a subject, a husband,
a friend, and a father, he served his generation on the earth,

and made a swift progress in his way to heaven. He lived

too much in heaven to live long out of heaven ; and sure

I am that he lived a life of heaven upon earth. His
fellowship was Avith the Father and with his Son Jesus
Christ."t

. His Works.—1. Tlie Debauched Cavalier, 1642.—2, England's
Distemper, 1645. Tins is <Iic Sermon preached at Uxbritig:e.

—

3. Short and j)Iain Animadversions on some Passages in Mr. Dell's

Sermon before the House of Commons, 1646.—4. Answer to an
Uniicensed Pamphlet, 1647.

—

5. A A^indication of England's Dis-
temper, 1651.— 6. Love's Case, 1651.— 7. Love's Trial, 1651.

—

8. Love's Advocate, 1651.

—

9. A Pull Narration of the late Dan-
gerous Desig-n against the State, 1651.—10. His Speech and Prayer
upon the Scaffold on Tower-hill, 1651.-11. The Truth, and Growth,
i^nd different Degrees of Grace, 1652.— 12. A Sermon at the Juncral
ofMrs. B., 1652. 'J'his was the last sermon he preached.— 13. Heaven's
Glory Hclis Terror, 1653.-14. The Soul's Cordial, 1653.— 15. A
Treatise of Election and Effectual Calling, 1653.—16. Scripturc-riilos

to be observed in Buying and Selling, 1653.— 17, 'Phe true Doctrine
of Mortification and Sincerity, in Opposition to Hypocrisy, 1654.

—

18. Combat between the Plcsh and Spirit, 1654.— 19. The Sum or
Substance of Practical Divinity. 1654.—20. The Christian's Directory,
1664.—21. The Dejected Soul's Cure, 1657.—22. The Ministry of
the Angels to the Heirs of Salvation, 1657.^23. The Omnipresence
of God, 1657.-24. The Sinner's Legacy to his Posterity. 1*^57.

—

2.5. The Peuilent Pardoned, 1657.—26. A Discourse of Ciinst's

Ascension and Coming to Judgment, 1657.—27. The natural Man's
Case stated, 1658.—Many of the above articles were published after

the author's death; and samd of them came forth witii the high
tommendations of his brethren.

* Clarendon and Whitlocke Compared, p. 303.

+ Manton's Fnneral Sermon for Mr. Love.—This sermon is rntiiled,
" The Saint's Triumph over Deaih." The fjovenmient, uiiiir-rslanding that

Dr. Manton intended to preach Mr. Love's funeral sermon, expressed some
displeasure, and tli'i soldiers threatened to shoot him. However, he wai
not to be terrified by sach dangers, but preached it at Mr. Love's church in

Lawrence-Jewry, to a. numerous congregation.— Palmer's Noncon. MerH.
irol. i. p. 427. t Sloan€'s MSS. No. 3945.
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Peter Saxton, A. M.—This venerable divine was bora

at or near Bramley, in the parish of Leeds, in Yorkshire,

and educated in the university of Cambridge, where he

took his degrees in arts. He was admitted preacher, first

by Archbishop Hutton, then by Archbishop Matthews, both

of the province of York, lie obiaincd the king's presen-

tation as well as that of Sir Edward Stanhope, to the rectory

of Edlington in his native county, as appears from the

book of admissions in the register's office at York; where,

December 1, 1614, he made the usual subscription v/illingly

et ex animo. He afterwards saw cause to change his

opinion ; and lie became so alienated from the discipline

and ceremonies of the church, that he is said to have called

tlie surplice the whore^s smock.*

Having espoused the sentiments of the puritans, and not

being ashamed to avow his opinions, he could find no rest

in his native country. The horrors of cruel persecution

having overspread the nation, he retired from the storm, and
sought an asylum in New England, where, to his great

comfort, he arrived in the year 1640. There we find his

name, as minister of Scituate, in the first classes of those

who enlightened the dark regions of America by their

ministry. t He continued some time in this situation; but

the unsettled condition of the colony, and some unhappy
contentions in the plantation where he lived, induced him
to remove fiiet to Boston, then to England, in his advanced

years.t On his return from New England, the sliip was
overtaken in so violent a storm, that the mariners, Avho could

not be brought to pray before, came trembling io him like

dying men ; and they found him upon the deck exulting,

with his arms stretched towards heaven, and crying, " O !

zcho is now for heaven P who is boiuid for heaven?''''

After Mr. Saxton's arrival in his native country, he had
the offer of a considerable living in Kent, which lie declined

to accept, preferring the vicarage of Leeds in his own
county, to which he was inducted in the month of April,

1646, and possessed till his death, which happened Octo-
ber 1, 1651, having survived his daughter Silence, the wife of

Captain Samuel Pool, to whom she was married in New
England ; but she died at Leeds, as did also his w idow the

February following. He was a venerable, pious, and
learned divine ; but he used many plain expressions, which
often occasioned smiles, and once downright laughter in a

* Thoresby's Vicaria Leodiensis, p. 86.

+ Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b. iii. p. 3. % Ibid. p. 214.
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country church where he was preaching. His text was
Job xi. 12. " For vnin man would be wise, though man
be born like a wild ass's colt." He, observing the irreve-

rence of the people, threatened to make them cry before he
had done, and was as good as his word when he came to
the api>!ication. The aged minister, for whom he then
preached, told me, as ouranthor adds, that he never saw the
like in that church before, almost the whole of tiie congre-
gation being bathed in tears ; and he further observes, that
Mr. Saxton was a very sludious and learned man, and a
great Hebrcan, and he eonsta!itly carried his Hebrew Bible
wih him into the pu!j>it.» There gois under his name a
book, entided '' Christnuis Cheere; or. Profitable Notes of
Two Sermons preached the 25th of December, being com-
monly (how righdy let others judge) called Christmiis day,
and upon the day following, commonly called St. Stephen's
day," 1606. Mr. Palmer has, by mistake, classed our
venerable divine among the worthy ministers who were
ejected after the restoration. +

George Walker, B. D.—This learned divine wa«
born at Hawkshead in J^ancashire, in the year 1581, and
educated iii St. John's college, Cambridge. Being lavonred
with religious parents, he enjoyed the benefit of tlieir pious
instructions when very young,:): which appean d of signal

advantage to him in luture life. Having finished his

studies at the university, he went to London ; and, in the
year 1614, became rector of St. ,lohn the Evangelist, in

Watling-street.^ Here he continued a faithful and laborious
minister nearly forty years, refusing all other preferments,

though frequently offered him. He did not preach to obtain
preferment, but to win souls to Christ. About the same
time he became chaplain to Dr. Felton, bishop of Ely, who
made choice of him the very morning of his consecration.

He was a bold opposer of popery, and he engaged several

times in public disputations against its errors and super-

* Thorpshy's Vicaria Leodiensis, p. 87,88.
t Palmer's Noncon. JVIeni. vol. i. p. STl

.

"l
The follow ing curious anecdote is related of liim, which we £;ive with-

out comment;—" Being vi.^itcd when a child with the small-pox, and those

V ho stood expecfina: his dissolution, he started up out of a trance, uith this

rjaculation. Lord, take me noi nrcai/ lilt I have shewed forlh thy praises;

which, after his recovery, induced his parents to devote him to the minis*

try."

—

Fullei's jyorthie'f, part ii. p. 118.

^ Kcwconrt* Report, iiccl. vol. i. p. 375.



WALKER. ^

141

slitions. In the year 1623 he had a public dispute with a
popish priest of the name of Smith, before a very large

assembly ; and, by the consent of both parties, the account of
it was afterwards published. He had many encounters with
Fisher, the famous Jesuit, and many others, who were
deemed the most able disputants of the RomisJi persuasion.*

Mr. Walker was a divine of sterling piety and strict

Sabbatarian principles ; and he often urged from the pulpit
the necessity of an exact observance of the Lord's day. lu
(he year 1635, having openly avowed his sentiments in one
of his sermons, and recommended the holy observance of
the sabbath, as opposed to a book published by Bishop
White of Ely, and set forth by public authority, he was
convened before Archbishop Laud, when he received

canonical admonition. + In the year 1638 he was prosecuted
and severely censured in the star-chamber. Having
preached a sermon in his own church, to prove " that it is

a sin to obey the greatest monarch on earth, in those things

which stand opposed to the commands of God," he was
committetl twelve weeks to the custody of a pursuivant, to

whom he paid fees to the amount of twenty pounds. Upon
his prosecution, he was shut up ten weeks close prisoner in

the Gatehouse, and at last compelled to enter into a bond
of a thousand pounds, to confine himself prisoner in his

brother's house at ClicsM ick, when his living was seques-

tered. He continued a prisoner upwards of two years, but
was afterwards released by an order of parliament.

His case was laid before the house of commons in 1641,
when it was resolved, " That his commitment from the
council-table for preaching a sermon, October J 4, 1638,
and his detainment twelve weeks for the same, is against

the law and the liberty of the subject.

" That the prosecution of the said Walker in the star-

chamber, for preaching the said sermon, and his close

imprisonment thereupon for ten weeks in the Gatehouse,
and the payment of twenty pounds fees, is against law and
the liberty of the subject.

" That the five passages marked in the sermon, by Mr.
Attorney and Sir John Banks, contain no crime, nor deserve
any censure, nor he any punishment for them.

" That the enforcing the said Walker to enter into the
bond of one thousand pounds, for confinement in his

* Fuller's Worthies, part ii. p. 118.

f Wood's Athense Ojcob. vol. i, p. 840.
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brother's house at Cheswick, and his imprisonment there, is

against law.
" That the sequestration of the parsonage of the said

Walker, by Sir John Lamb, was done without any warrant,

and against the law of the land.

" That Walker ought to be restored to his parsonage,

and the whole profits thereof, from the time of the said

sequestration, and to have reparation for all such damages
as lie hath sustained by these several imprisonments, and
his case transmitted to the lords."*

W-ielher Mr. Walker received any reparation for

damages we have not been able to learn; but after his release

from confinement, he returned to his benefice and ministerial

charge in Wafling-street, where he continued the rest of his

days without fiirther molestation. In the year 1643 he was
chosen one of the assemljly of divines, where, by his muni-
ficent and generous behaviour, he gained a distinguished

reputation. The year following he was appointed one of

the committee for the examination and ordination of public

preachers. The same year he was one of the witnesses

against Archbishop Laud at his trial, when he deposed that

the archbishop had endeavoured to introduce arminianism

and the popish superstitions into the church of England. +

Though Wood reproaches him with having preached

against the king! and his party, he united with his brethren,

the London ministers, in their protestation against the king's

death, declaring that his majesty ought to have been

released. § He was a member of the first provincial as-

sembly in London, and sometimes chosen moderator. He
died in the year 1651, aged seventy years, and his remains

were interred in his own church in Watling-street. Fuller

says, " he was well skilled in the oriental languages, and
an excellent logician and divine. He was a man of a holy

life, an humble spirit, and a liberal hand, who deserved well

of Zion college library ; and who, by his example and per-

suasion, advanced a thousand pounds for the maintenance of

* Nalson's Collections, vol. ii. p. 250, 251.

+ Pijnne's Cant. Doome, p. 300, 532.

I Dr. Grey charges him with the same crime, for the proof of which he

appeals to the following passage in one of his sermons :
" After God had

rejected Saul for his disobedience from being king over Israel," says Mr.

Walker, " and had declared his purpose to him by Samuel, an evil spirit of

fury, jealousy, and tyranny, came upon him." The reader will judge what
degree of proof it affords.

—

Grey's Examin, vol. i, p. 399.

§ Calaray'a Contin. vol. ii. p. 743.
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preaching ministers in his native county." Wood calls

him " a learned man, but a severe puritan."*

His Works.— 1. The Sum of a Disputation between Mr. Walker,
Pastor of St. John the Evan., and a Popish Priest, calling himself Mr.
Smith, but indeed Norris, 1623.—2. Fisher's Folly Unfolded; or, the
Taunting- Jesuit's Challenge Answered, 1624.—3. Socinianism in th«
Fundamental Point of Justification Discovered and Confuted, 1641.
—4. The Doctrine of the Holy Weekly Sabbath, 1641.—5. God mad«
Visible in all his AVorks, 1641.—6. Sermons preached before th«
Parliament, 1644, &c.

John Vicars was born in the city of London, in the
year 1582, descended from the Vicars in Cumberland, and
educated first in Clirist-cliurch hospital, London, then in

Queen's college, Oxford. Having finished his academical
studies, he retired to London, and became usher at Christ's-

church, which he kept till towards tlie close of life. Wood
calls him " a puritanical poet, and a zealous brother in the

cause;" and says, that, " upon the commencement of the

civil wars, he shewed his great forwardness for presbyte-

rianism, hated all people that loved obedience, and affrighted

many of the weaker sort, and others, from having any
agreement with the king's party, by continually inculcating

into their heads strange stories of God's wrath against the
cavaliers. Afterwards, when the independents became
predominant, he manifested great enmity against them,
especially after the king's death."t He is said to have
" hated all people who loved obedience, as tlie devil doth
holy-water; and he could out-scold the boldest face in

Billingsgate, especially if kings, bishops, organs, or may-
poles, were to be the objects of tlieir zealous indignation.''^

He is warmly censured for calling the ceremonies of the
church" a stinking heap of atheistical and Roman rubbish

;"

and for suying, " Throw away the rubbish with the Lord's
enemies. V>x the Midianites, abolish the Amalekites: let

popery find no favour."^

Mr. Vicars was a most furious adversary to the indepen-
dents. The title of one of his pieces written against thenfi

will afford a curious specimen of the length to which the
different parties at that time carried their animosity. It is

* Fuller's Worthies, part ii. p. 118—Wood's Athenae Oxon. vol. i.

p. 840.

+ Wood's Athenae, vol. ii. p. 85, 86.

t Foulis's Hist, of Plots, p. 179.

§ Walker's Attempt, part i. p. 17, 18.
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as follows : " Coleman-street Conclave visited ; and that
grand Impostor, the Schismatics Cheater in Chief, (who liath

long slily lurked therein,) truly and duly discovered ; con-
taining a most palpable and plain Display of Mr. John
Goodwin's self-conviction, (under, his own hand writing,)

and of the notorious Heresies, Errors, Malice, Pride, and
Hypocrisy ofthis most hugeGaragantua in lalsely pretended
Piety, to the lamentable misleading of his too credulous

soul-murdered Proselytes of Coleman-street, and elsewhere:

collected principally out of his own big-braggadochio
wave-like swelling and swaggering Writings, full fraught

with six-footed Terms, and fleshlie rhetorical Phrases, far

more than solid and sacred Truths, and may fitly serve, (if it

be the Lord's will,) like Belshazzar's Hand-writing on the

Wall of his Conscience, to strike Terror and Shame into his

own Soul and shameless Face, and to undeceive his most
miserably cheated, and inchanted or bewitched Followers,"

16i8. Facing the title is John Goodwin's picture, with a
wind-mill over his head, and a weather-cock upon it; the

devil is represented blowing the sails ; and there are other

hieroglyphics or emblems about him, " designed," says

Wood, " to shew the instability of the man."* The late

Mr. Toplady, in the fervour of his zeal against arminianism,

seems highly delighted with what he calls " this facetious

title. "+ To us, however, it affords a lamentable proof of
the degradation to which even good men sometimes subject

themselves, when they suffer their passions to get the better

of their reason. Such language, in the present day, would
injustice be treated with silent contempt.

Though it does not appear at what place Mr. Vicars

laboured in the ministry, one of his name was beneficed at

Stamford in Lincolnshire, and prosecuted for nonconformity.

He was apprehended by a pursuivant and cast into prison,

upon the bare accusation of a drunken, popish innkeeper,

where he continued many weeks before any articles were

exhibited against him. He was afterwards bailed, but

forced to enter into bonds not to go ten miles from London.

And when he was carried before his spiritual judges, he was
again cast into prison, sentenced to pay a great fine, and
deprived of his living, upon the most frivolous charges,

which were disproved by many respectable witnesses,}

* Adieuce Oxon. vol. ii. p. 85.

t Toplady's Historic Proof, vol. i. p. 41.

J Huutlcy'i Prelates' Usurpations, p. 1G3.
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This, in all probability, was the same person.* Mr. Vicars
died August 12, 1652, aged seventy-two years. His re-

mains were interred in the church ofChiist-chuich hospital,

and over his grave Avas a large monumental inscription,

which, with the church, was destroyed by the coufiagration
in 1666.

His Works.— 1. A Prospective Glass to look into Heaven ; or,

the Celestial Caiuvaii Described, 1618.—2. The Soiile's Sacred Solilo-

quie, 1618.—3. England's Hallelujah; or, Great Lritain's grateful
Ketributiou for God's gracious Benediction in our many and i'amous
Deliverances, 1631.—4. Quintessence of Cruelty; or, the Popish
Powder-plot related, 16...—5. England's Reniembrancer; or, a
thankful Acknowledgement of Parliamentarie Mercies to the English
Nation, 1641.—6. The Suifulness and Unlawfulness of making the
Picture of Christ's Humanity, 1641.—7. God in the Mount; or, Eng-
land's Remembrancer, being a Panegerick Piramides erected to the
Honour of England's God, 1642.—8. A Looking Glass for Malig-
nants; or, God's Hand against God-haters, 1643.—9. God in the
Mount; or England's Remembrancer, being the First and Second
Part of a Parliamentary Chronicle, 1644.—10. God's Arke overtopping
the World's Waves; or, a Third Part of Parliamentary Chronicle,
1646.—11, The Burning-bush not consumed; or, the Fourth and
Last Part of a Parliamentary Chronicle, 1646.—The three last articles

were collected and published together, entitled, " Magnalia Dei
Auglicana; or, England's Parliamentary Chronicle, 1646.—12. Cole-
man-street Conclave Visited, as noticed above, 1648.—13. The Schis-

inatick Sifted, 16 . ,
.— 14. Soul-saving Knowledge, &c., 16 . .

.—15. The
Picture of a Puritan, 16. .

.— 16. Dagon Demolished; or, Twenty admir-
able Examples of God's severe Justice and Displeasure against the

Subscribers of the late Engtagement against the King -and the whole
House of Peers, 1660.—He also published several Translations of
the Works of learned Men, among which was "Mischief's Mysterie

;

or. Treason's jMaster-piece, the Powder-plot, invented by Hellish
Malice, prevented by Heaveidy Means," 1617. This was licensed

;

and a new edition afterwards being Avanted, he waited upon Dr.
Baker, chaplain to Archbishop Laud, requesting to have the license

renewed, when the doctor refused, saying, " We are not so angry
with the papists now as we were twenty years ago."f

Patrick Young, A. M.—This celebrated scholar was
born at Seaton in Scotland, August 29, 158i, and educated

in the university of St. Andrews, where he took his degrees

in arts, and was afterwards incorporated at Oxford. He
was the son of Sir Peter Young, joint tutor with Buchanan
lo James I., and afterwards employed by the king in various

negociations, and rewarded with a pension. Upon the

* Huntley's Prelates' UsurpatioBs, p. 163.

+ Prynne's Cant. Doome, p. 184.

VOL. jir. L
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accession of James to the crown of England, bis father

accompanied him to this country, and placed Patrick in the

family of Dr. Lloyd, bishop of Chester, from whom he

derived great assistatice in his literary pursuits. In the year

1605 he went to Oxford, entered into deacon's orders, and

was elected chaplain of New College. He employed him-

self in this seat of the muses in the assiduous study of

ecclesiastical history and antiquities, and of the Greek

language, in which he acquired an extraordinary knowledge.

On his removal from the university he went to London,

with the intention of obtaining preferment at court, to which

he had easy access by means of his father. One of his

principal patrons was Dr. James Montague, bishop of Bath

and Wells, through whose interest he obtained a pension

from the king of fifty pounds a year ; and as he was master

of an elegant Latin style, his pen was occasionally employed

by his majesty, and by some other persons in power, in

writing letters ; and he was also engaged in examining the

archives of the kingdom.*

It was one of the first objects of his ambition to obtain the

post of keeper of Prince Henry's library and museum, in

the palace of St. James's, which was his residence, in this

he failed; but he was afterwards, through the influence of

his patron, Bishop Montague, elected librarian to the king.

To the royal library Mr. Young was a most assiduous

visitor, spending the greatest part of his time in it, and, at

the king's command, classing its contents in catalogues. He
had frequent literary conversations with his majesty, who
placed him in this situation, for which he was so well

qualified. By his persuasion, on the death of the very
learned Isaac Casaubon, in 1614, with whom he was
familiarly acquainted, the king purchased most of his books

and manuscripts for the library. Also, for the purpose of

augmenting the stores committed to his care, he was very

desirous of visiting the continent, but was unable to put his

design in execution till 1617, when he went to Paris, taking

with him recommendatory letters from the learned Camden
to some of his literary acquaintance in that metropolis. By
their means he was introduced to various other eminent

men, with whom, by tiie sweetness of his disposition, and
the candour and urbanity of his manners, he ingratiated

himself, and also rendered himself peculiarly dear to all

with whom he was connected. After his return, he assisted

» Biog. Britan. vol. viii. p. 438,0.—Aikin's Life of Selden and Usher,

p. 367.
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Mr. Thomas Rliead in making a Latin version of the

works of King James, a task undoubtedly considered as

highly important by the royal author. This translation,

" which," says Dr. Smith, " will extend to all eternity the

fame of this most learned king," appeared in 1619; and
Mr. Young was deputed to carry the present copy from his

majesty to the university of Cambridge, which was received

with all due respect in solemn convocation.

Mr. Young, in the year 1620, entered into the married

state ; and, about the same time, though only in deacon's

orders, was presented to the rectory of Hays in Middlesex,

and the rectory of Llanindimel in Denbighshire,* and was
soon after collated to a prebend of St. Paul's, London, and
chosen to the office of treasurer of that church. In 1624,

on the death of Mr. Rhead, he was recommended by Bishop

Williams, then keeper of the great seal, to the Duke of

Buckingham, as the fittest person in the kingdom to succeed

him in the office of Latin secretary. Although he had
hitherto published nothing in his own name, he appears

to have acquired a high character among the learned, both

at home and abroad, many of the latter of whom corres-

ponded with him upon literary topics, and received from
him many signal advantages. When the celebrated John
Selden undertook to examine the Arundelian Marbles, he
chose Mr. Young for one of his companions; and he
derived so much assistance from him in drawing up the

account of these valuable remains, that, passing by all

patrons of higher rank, he inscribed his " Marmora Arun-
deleana" to Mr. Young, in an affectionate and grateful

dedication, which confers honour on both the friends.t

The famous Alexandrian manuscript of the Old and
New Testament being added to the treasures of the royal

library, Mr. Young employed himself assiduously in col-

lating it with other manuscripts and printed books, and
communicated many various readings to Grotius, Usher,

and other learned men. It was his intention to print the

whole in types similar to the letters of the original, and he

published a specimen of his design ; but some circumstances

occurred to prevent it from being accomplished. J The cause

of its failure Bishop Kennet ascribes to the puritans; and
says, " that religion and learning were so little countenanced

by the parliament and assembly of divines, that they never

* Walker's Attempt, part ii. p. 50.

+ Aikin's Lues of Selden and Usher,

X Ibid, p, 372.

p. 368—3:1.
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called for the work, and so it was left unfinished."* What
degree of credit is due to tliis statement, every reader who
is at all conversant with the history of this period will

easily judge. Wood observes, " that the laborious task

was undertaken by tlie request of the assembly of divines,"

and, towards the close of the year 1645, an ordinance was
read for printing and publishing it. He had tor his assistants

the learned Selden and Whitlocke ; but why it was never

completed he could never learn. t Another writer affirms,

that the premature death of Mr. Young prevented the

accomplishment of the design ; after which it was taken up
by Dr. Grabe.t

Mr. Young, however, in the year 1633, edited, from the

same manuscript, the " Epistles of Clemens Romanus;"
and, in the year 1637, he published, with a Latin version,
*' Catena Grajcorum Patrum .lobum, collectore Niceta

Heracleae Metropolita." In 1638, he published " Exposito

in Canticum Canticorum Folioti Episcopi Londinensis, una
cur I Alcuini in idem Canticum Corapendio." This work
was written by Gilb. Foliot, bishop of London, in the reign

of Henry II. He greatly contributed to tiie publication of

Walton's Polyglot Bible, particularly by his annotations in

vol. vi. of that learned production. He continued in the

office of librarian till the king's death ; and had made pre-

parations for editing various other manuscripts from the

royal library, besides those mentioned above, but the con-

fusions of the times prevented their publication. After his

death, most of his Greek and Latin manuscripts, collected

and written with his own hand, came to the possession of

the celebrated Dr. John Owen.§
From the concurrent testimony of Anthony Wood and

Dr. Walker, it is certain that Mr. Young espoused the

sentiments and cause of the presbyterians, and we have no
evidence that he ever declined from them afterwards;

therefore, he is with justice classed among the puritan

• Kennet's Hist, of Eng. vol. iii. p. 148.

+ Wood's Athenae Oxon. vol. i. p. 794.

:{: Aikin's Lives of Selden and Usher, p. i43.—This famous manuscript

is now deposited in the British Museum; but Dr. Grabe never accomplished

liis design. However, in the year 1786, Dr. Woide, by unexampled
labour and care, published a most perfect fac-simile of the New Testament,

printed in types resembling the characters of the original. The Rev. Mr.

Baber, one of the librarians of ihe British Museum, has lately published a

fac-simile of the Psalms, and has also this year, 1813, announced hit

intention of publishing the Pentateuch in a similar style.

<( Wood's Athens, vol. i. p. 794.
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worthies.* Upon his removal from the office of librarian,

he retired to the lioiise of his son-in-law, at Bromfield in

Essex, where he was taken off by an acute disease, Septem-
ber 7, 1652, aged sixty-eight years. His corpse was interred

in the chancel of Bromfield church, and over his grave was
laid a stone of black marble, with the following monumental
inscription :t

Here under
lieth the body of Patrick Young, esq.

Son of Sir Peter Young, knt.

who left two daughters
and coheiresses.

Elizabeth married to John Attwood, esq.

and Sarah married Sir Samuel Bose, knt.

He died September 7, 1652.

Mr. Young was a person most celebrated both for piety

and erudition, and one of the most distinguished Grecians

of the age. Bishop Montague used to style him, " the

patriarch of the Greeks. "^ Of his character, both as a
scholar and a man, abundant eulogies, from persons of
literary distinction, are annexed to Dr. Smith's biographical

memoir of him. He was consulted by most of the great

scholars in Europe : as, Fronto-Ducaeus, Sirmondus, Peta-

vius, Grotius, Valesius, Salmasius, Vossius, Casaubon,

Usher, Selden, and many others.

Daniel Rogers, B. D.—This excellent divine was born

in the year 1573, and educated in Christ's college, Cam-
bridge, where he was cliosen fellow. He was son to Mr.
Richard Rogers, of Wethersfield in Essex, and brother to

Mr. Ezekiel Rogers, both eminent puritan divines. Upon
Lis removal from the university, he was some time minister

at Haversham in Buckinijiiamshire; afterwards at Wethers-
field, tlie place of his birtii, though not the immediate suc-

cessor of his father. In the latter situation, however, he met
with some trouble under the persecution of Bishop Laud.
This unmerciful prelate was no sooner advanced to the see

of London, than he proceeded with the utmost severity

against the nonconformists in his diocese ; and, in the year

1629, great numbers, for preaching against arminianism and

* Wood's Athenae, vol. i. p. 794.—Walker's Attempt, part ii. p. 50.

+ Biog. Britan.vol. vii. p, 4383. J Walker's Attempt, part ii. p. 50.
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the popisli ceremonies, were suspended and brought in<o

other troubles. Among- the numerous sufferers tVom this

intolerant prelate was Mr. Rogers.* It does not appear

how long he continued under the ecclesiastical oppression,

or whether he ever obtained his lordship's favour. In the

year 1643, one of his name, a godly and orthodox divine,

became rector of Green's Norton in Northamptonshire, the

living being sequestered from the Bisliop of Oxford for his

malignancy against the parliament. This was most pro-

bably the same person, but he did not enjoy the benefice

any long time, resigning it into tlie hands of those from
whom he received the presentation. f But wliether this was,

indeed, the same person, or another of his name, it is

certain Mr. Rogers spent his last years among his beloved

people at Wethersfield.

He was a man of great parts, great grace, and great

infirmities. He had a natural temper so remarkably bad,

tarnishing the lustre of his eminent graces, that the famous
Mr. John Ward used to say, " My brother Rogers hath

grace enough for two men ; but not enough for himself.''''

Though he was a man of most distinguished talents, and
received the high applause of all who knew him, yd he

enjoyed so large a portion of the grace of God, that he
was never lifted up in his own eyes, but always discovered

a very low opinion of himself. During the last year of his

life, saj's our author, he exclaimed, in my presence, " O
cousin ! I would exchange circuinstances with tlie meanest
christian in Wethersfield, who hath only the soundness of
grace in him."| Afterwards, he was seized with a quiirtan

ague, which greatly affected his head ; and though he
recovered, he continued to be exercised with painful appre-

hensions about the safety of his own state. He often said,

" To die is work by itself." But as the hour of his depar-

ture approached, the frame of his mind became more serene

and happy ; and, upon a review of the work of Christ, he
often exclaimed, " O glorious redemption." He died in

the month of September, JG52, about eighty years of age.^

Crosby intimates tiiat Mr. Rogers was inclined to tlie peculiar

sentiments of the baptists ; and that he candidly declared

that he was not convinced, by any part of scripture, in

favour of infant baptism.||

• Prynne's Cant. Doome, p. 373. f Rennet's Chronicle, p. 809.

J Firuiin's Real Clirisllan, Pref.

S MS. Chronology, vol. ii. p. 435. (12 ] 4.)

H Crosby's Hiit. of Baptists, vol, i, p. 167.
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This, however, is a very partial and incorrect statement,

as will appear from Mr. Rogers's own w ords. Speaking of
the improper use made of his words by a certain writer, in

favour of the peculiar sentiments of the baptists, he says,
*' If I were to answer that anabaptist, I should answer him
silencio et conlemptu, by siletjce and contempt. For why
should I not ? since in that very place of my " Sacraments,"
part i. p. 78, 79, where I confute those schismatics, he
snatches my words from their own defence. My words
are, ' I confess myself unconvinced by any demonstration of
scripture for pa^dobaptism;' meaning by any positive text.

What is that to help him, except I thought there were no
other arguments to evince it ? Now, what I think of that

my next words shew. I need not transcribe them. In a
word, this I say, though I know none, yet that is no argu-

ment for the non-baptizing of infants; since so many
scriptures are sufficiently convincing for it. Therefore, this

want of positive text must no more exclude infants, than the

like reason should disannul the christian sabbath, or women
from parlaking of the Lord's supper."* Mr. Rogers was a

divine of great fame and usefulness in his day. He is

classed among the learned writers and fellows of Christ's

college, Cambridge, and styled a divine of vast parts, h

His Works.— 1. David's Cost, wherein everj' one who is desirous

to serve God aright may see what it must Cost him, 1619.—2. A
Practical Catechism, 1633.—3. Naaman the Syrian, his Disease and
Cure, 1642.—4. Matrimonial Honour, IG42.—5, A Treatise on the

Sacraments.

John Cotton, B. D.—This celebrated person was born

at Derby, December 4, 1585, and educated first in Trinity,

then Emanuel college, Cambridge, in the latter of which he
was chosen fellow. He received some convictions of sin

under the awakening sennons of the famous Mr. Perkins

;

but his prejudice and enmity against true holiness, and
against this holy man's preaching, were so great, that when
he heard the bell toll for Mr. Perkins's funeral, he greatly

rejoiced that he was then delivered from his heart-searching

ministry. The remembrance of this, when afterwards he

became acquainted with the gospel, almost broke his heart.

The ministry of the excellent Dr. Sibbs proved the means

* Marshall's Defence of lofant Baptism, p. 6, 6, Edit. 1648.

+ Fuller's Hist, of Cam, p. 99.
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of his awakening, and of loading him to the knowledge of

Jesus Christ; yet he laboured three years under the most

disconsolate and painful apprehensions, before he expe-

rienced joy and peace in believing. After this im-

portant change, Mr. Cotton had to preach at St. Mary's

church, when the wits of the various colleges expected a

sermon flourishing with all the learning of the university

;

but, to their great disappointment and mortification, he

preached a judicious and impressive discourse on repent-

ance, shooting the arrows of conviction to their consciences.

And though most of the collegians manifested their disap-

probation, this sermon was instrumental, under God, in the

conversion of the celebrated Dr. Preston, then fellow of

Queen's college. From this time, the greatest intimacy and
affection subsisted betwixt these two learned divines.

Mr. (votton, upon his leaving the university, was chosen

minister of Boston in Lincolnshire; but Bishop Barlow,

suspecting him to be infected with puritanism, used his

utmost endeavours to prevent his settlement. The learned

prelate could openly object nothing, oidy " that Mr. Cotton

ivas young, and, on this account, not suitable to be fixed

among so numerous and factious a people." Indeed, Mr.

Cotton had so much modesty, and so low an opinion of

himself, that he at first agreed with his lordship, and
intended to have returned to Cambridge ; but his numerous
friends, anxious to have him settled among them, persuaded

the bishop of his great learning and worth, who at iengtli

granted his institution.*

Mr. Cotton met with a more favourable reception than

could have been expected. From the convictions and
distress under which he laboured, all the people clearly saw,

that, instead of serving any particular party, his great

concern for some time was about his own salvation. But,

afterwards, the troubles in the town, occasioned by the

arminian controversy, became so great, that he was obliged

to use his utmost endeavours to allay them. And he is said

to have so defended the scripture doctrines of election, par-

ticular redemption, effectual calling, and the final perse-

verance of the saints, that, by the blessing of God upon
his efforts, the foundations of arminianism were destroyed,

those disputes ceased, and the arminian tenets were heard of

no more t

Mr. Cotton married Mrs. Elizabeth Horrocks, sister to

* Mather's Hist, of New England, b. iii, p. 14—16.
+ Ibid. p. 17.—Clark's Lives annexed to his Martyrologie, p. 220.
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Mr. James Horrocks, an excellent minister in Lancashire.

On the very day of his marriage, it is observed, he first

obtained that assurance of his interest in the favour of Got!,

which he never lost to the day of his death. He therefore

used to say, " The Lord made that day a day of double

marriage."

This worthy servant of Christ having been about three

years at Boston, began to examine the corruptions in the

church, and to scruple conformity to its superstitious cere-

monies. He did not keep his sentiments to himself. What-
ever appeared to him to be truth, he freely and fully made
known to others. Such, indeed, was the influence of his

opinions, that nearly all the inhabitants of the town, it is

said, espoused his sentiments, and became decided noncon-

formists. But complaints were presently brought against

him to the bishop, and he was suspended from his ministry.

During his suspension, his liberty was offered to him, with

very great preferment, if he would have conformed to the

ecclesiastical ceremonies, though it were only in o?ie act.

But he refused to pollute his conscience by the observance

of such base, worldly allurements. He did not, however,

continue long under the ecclesiastical censure, but was soon

restored to his beloved work of preaching.*

The storm having blown over, he enjoyed rest for many
years ; and, during the calm, was always abounding in the

work of the Lord. In addition to his constant preaching,

and visiting his people from house to house, he took many
young men under his tuition, from Cambridge, Holland,

and Germany. Dr. Preston usually recommended his pupils

to finish their studies under Mr. Cotton. PI is indefatigable

labours, both as pastor and tutor, proved a blessing to

many. There was so pleasing a reformation among the

people of Boston, that superstition and profaneness were

nearly extinguished, and practical religion abounded in

every corner of the town. The mayor and most of the

magistrates were styled puritans, and the ungodly party

became insignificant.

Mr. Cotton, after a close and unbiassed examination of

the controversy about ecclesiastical discipline, was de-

cidedly of opinion, that it was unlawful for any church to

enjoin rites and ceremonies not enjoined by Jesus Christ

or his apostles ; that a bishop, according to the New Testa-

ment, was appointed to rule no larger a diocese than one

* Mather's Hist. b. iii. p. 17.
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congregation; and tliat the keys of government were given

to every congregational church. The public worship of

God at Boston was, therefore, conducted without the fetters

and formality of a liturgy, or those vestments and cere-

monies which were imposed by the commandments of men.
Many of his people united together as a christian church,

and enjoyed the fellowship of the gospel, upon congre-

gational principles, " entering into a covenant with God
and one another, to follow the Lord Jesus in all the purity

of gospel worship."*

Mr. Cotton was a celebrated divine, and obtained a most
distinguished reputation. The best of men greatly loved

Jiim, and the worst greatly feared him. For his great

learning, piety, and usefulness, he was highly esteemed by
Bishop Williams, who, when he was keeper of the great

seal, recommended him to the king, and his majesty allowed
him, notwithstanding his nonconformity, to continue in the

exercise of his ministry.t The celebrated Archbishop
Usher had the highest opinion of him, and maintained a
friendly correspondence with him. One of his letters,

written by the learned prelate's request, dated May 31,
1626, is upon the subject of predestination. ^ He was also

greatly admired and esteemed by the Earl of Dorset, who
kindly promised him, that, if he should ever want a friend

at court, he would use all his interest in his favour.^ But,
in the midst of all this honour and applause, his meekness
and humility remained untarnished.

Mr. Cotton, having preached at Boston nearly twenty
years, found it impossible to continue any longer. He
beheld the storm of persecution fast approaching, and
wisely withdrew from it. A debauched teilow of Boston,

to be revenged upon the magistrates, for punishint^ him
according to his deserts, brought complaints against >hem,
together with Mr. Cotton, in the high commission court

;

and swore,! " That neither the minister nor the magislnUcs
of the town kneeled at the sacrament, nor observed certain

* Mather's History, b. iii. p. 18.

+ Fuller's Church History, h. ix. p. 228.

% Parr's Life of Usher, p. S38.

S Clark's Lives, p. 220, 221.

i When this vile informer first appearerl before the commission, he com-
plained only of the njagisfrates ; and when the spiritual rulers said he
must include Mr. Cotton, he replied, " Nay, (he minister is an honest man,
and never did tne any wrong." But when they signified that all hi« com-
plaints would be to no puri-ose, unless he included the minister, he swove
against them all.

—

Mathtr's Hist, b, iii. p. 19.
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ecclesiastical ceremonies." Bishop Laud having got the

reins of government into his own hand, by his arbitrary

intiuence, letters missi\e were sent down to apprehend
Mr. Cotton and bring him beibre the commission ; but he
wis ly concealed himself. Great interc( ssious were made for

him by (he Earl of Dorset and others, but all to no purpose.

This worthy earl sent him word, " Tiiat if he had been
" guilty of (h-unkeaness or uncleanness, or any such lesser

" crime, he could have obtained his pardon : but as he was
" guilty of nonconformity and puritanism, the crime was
" unpardonable. Therefore," said he, " you must fly for

" your safety."* So it was undoubtedly from painful

experience, that Mr. Cotton afterwards made the following

complaint: " The ecclesiastical courts," said lie, " ar:' like

the courts of the high-priests and pharisees, which Solomon,
by a spirit of prophesy, styleth, dens of lions, and mounlains

of leopards. Those who have had to do with them have
found them to be markets of the sins of the people, the

cages of uncleanness, the forgers of extortion, the taber-

nacles of bribery, and contrary to the end of civil govern-
ment ; which is the punishment of evil-doers, and th«

praise of them that do well."

As this holy and excellent divine had no prospect of ever

enjoying his liberty in his native country, he resolved to

transport himself to New England. Upon his departure

from Boston, he wrote a very modest iind pious letter to the

Bishop of Lincoln, dated May 7, 1633, signifying his

resignation of the living.t Dr. Anthony Tuckney, after-

wards silenced in 1692,:|: who had for some time been his

assistant, became his successor in the pastoral office. Mr.
Cotton's resolution to remove into a foreign land was not

hasty and without consideration : the undertaking was the

result of mature examination, and founded upon most sub-

stantial reasons. He observed, that the door of public

usefulness was shut against him in his own country ; that

our Lord commands his disciples, when they are persecuted

* Mather's Hist. b. iii. p. 19.—While this pious, learned and useful

divine was treated with great severity, persons guilty of drunkenness-

and other foul crimes, very common among the clergy of those times, were
very seldom noticed. One instance, however, it may be proper here to

mention. The mayor of Arundel, in the year 1634, imprisoned a clergy-

man for notorious drunkenness and misbehaviour, though he continued only
oue night under confinement. But, surprising as it may appear, the
mayor, for this act of justice, was fined and censured by the high com-
mission at Lambeth.

—

Huntley's Prelates' Usurpations, p. 164.

+ Massachusets' Papers, 249—231.

t Palmer's Noncon. Mem. vol. i. p. 264.
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in one place to flee unto another ; and that he wished to

enjoy all the ordinances of God in their scriptural

purity,*

Taking leave of his numerous friends at Boston, he

travelled to London in disguise. Upon his arrival in the

metropolis, several eminent ministers proposed to have a

conference, with a view to persuade him to conform, to

which he readily consented. At this conference, all their

arguments in favour of conformity were first produced ; all

of which Mr. Cotton is s'lid to have answered to their

satisfaction. He then gave them his arguments for noncon-

formity, with his reasons for resolving to leave the country,

rather than conform to the ecclesiastical impositions. In

the conclusion, instead of bringing Mr. Cotton to embrace

their sentiments and conform, they all espoused his opinions

;

and from that time Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Thomas Goodwin,
Mr. Philip Nye, Mr, John Davenport, Mr. Henry Whit-
field, and some others, became avowed nonconformists, for

which they were all afterwards driven into a foreign land.t

Mr. Davenport, one of the opponents, giving his opinion of

this conference, thus observes : " Mr. Cotton," says he,

" answered ail our arguments with great evidence of scrip-

ture, composedness of njind, mildness of spirit, constant

adherence to his principles ; keeping them unshaken, and
himself from varying from them, by any thing that was
spoken. The reason of our desiring to confer with him,

rather than any other, upon these weighty points, was, our

former knowledge of his approved godliness, excellent

learning, sound judgment, eminent gravity, and sweet

temper, whereby he could quietly bear with those who
differed from him."+

Mr. Cotton having fully resolved upon crossing the

Atlantic, John Winthrop, esq. governor of the new planta-

tion, procured letters of recommendation from the church

at Boston to their brethren in New England. He took

shipping the beginning of July, 1633, and arrived at

Boston "in New England the beginning of September fol-

lowing. He had for his companions in the voyage, the

.excellent Mr. Hooker and Mr. Stone, both driven from their

native country by the intol. rant proceedings of the bishops.

After being about a month at sea, Mrs. Cotton was

delivered of a son ; who, from the place of his birth, was

• Massachusets' Papers, p. 55

—

57.

t Mather's Hist. b. iii. p. 20—218.
+ Norton's Life of Mr. Cotton, p. 32, 33. Edit. 1658.
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called Seaborn. Upon their arrival at Boston, the town,
wliicli had been hitherto called Triniountain, on account
of its three hills, was, out of respect to Mr. Cotton, who
went from Boston in Lincolnshire, now called Boston.*

This learned divine, presently after his arrival, was chosen
colleague to Mr. John Wilson, in the church at Boston,

which soon proved an unspeakable blessing to the town. It

was in part owing <o his wisdom and influence, that in a few
years it became the capital of the whole province. Previous

to Mr. Cotton's arrival, the civil and ecclesiastical constitu-

tions were both in a very shattered state ; but, by his vigorous

and judicious efforts, the utmost order and agreement were
promoted ; and, it is said, he Avas more useful than any
other person in the settlement of the civil as well as the

ecclesiastical polity of New England. + About the year

1642, when the episcopal power began to decline in Eng-
land, several of the leading members in both houses of par-

liament wrote to him, warmly pressing him to return to his

native country ; but he, enjoying the blessings of peace
and safety, was unwilUng to venture out in the midst of the

storm.f He therefore continued at Boston to the day of

,liis death.

About this time, numerous antinomian and familistic

errors began to be propagated in various parts of New
England, particularly ai Boston. This raised a dreadful

tempest among the people. Mrs. Hutchinson, and Mr.
Wheelwright, her brother, were at the head, and Mr. Cotton

was deeply involved in the unhappy affair. Indeed, some
of our historians do not hesitate to affirm, that he imbibed
some of their wild opinions ; but, upon farther examination,

he saw his error, and renounced them,§ Others deny the

whole charge, and endeavour to prove it altogether a slander

intended to injure his reputation.
tt

All, however, agree,

that at the synod of Cambridge, in 1646, he openly

declared his utter dislike of all those opinions, as being"

some of them heretical, some blasphemous, some erroneous,

and all incoiiij^ruous. At the above synod, Mr. Cotton,

Mr. Richard Mather, and Mr. Ralph Partridge, were each
appointed to draw up a platform of church government,

with a viev/ to collect one out of them all at the next

* Morse and Parisli's Hist, of New Eng. p. 40. t Ibid. p. 54.

X Mather's Hist. b. iii. 20—23.
ij Bailie's Dissuasive, p. 57—59.—Morse and Parish's Hist. p. 142.

g Mather's Hist. b. iii. p. 21.—feirce's Vindication, part i. p. 207.
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synod ; which was done accordingly. Till this platform

was adopted, the churches of New England made frequent

use of Mr. Cotton's book, entitled, '"• The Keys of the King-

dom of Heaven."*
This celcbraled divine, after his removal to New England,

held a friendly correspondence with many persons of dis-

tinction in his native country, among whom was the Pro-

tector Cromwell. One of the protector's letters, written with

his own hand, dated October 2, 1652, is here inserted

verbatim, for the satisfaction of every inquisitive reader.

The address is, " To my esteemed friend, Mr. Cotton, pastor

to the church at Boston in New England ;" and the letter

itself is as follow s :

" Worthy sir, and my christian friend,

" I received yours a few dayes since. It was welcome
<* to me because signed by you, whome I love and honour
*' in the Lord : but more to see some of fhe same grounds of
" our actinges stirringe in you, that have in us to quiet us
*' to our worke, and support us therein, which hath had
<' greatest difficultye in our engagement in Scotland, by
" reason wee have had to do with some whoe were (I

" verily thinke,) godly ; but, through weaknesse and the
*« subtiltyc of Safan, involved in interests against the Lord
*« and his people. With wliat tendernesse wee have pro-
" ceeded with such, and that in synceritye, our papers
" (which I suppose you have seen) will in part manifest,

*' and I give you some comfortable assurance off. The
*< Lord hath marvellously appeared even against them ; and
*' now againe, when all the power was devolved into the

*' Scottish kinge and malignant parfye, they invadinge
" England, the Lord rayned upon them such snares as the

" inclosed will shew, only the narrative is short in this, that

*' of their whole armie, when the narrative was framed, not
*' five of their whole armie returned. Surely, sir, the Lord
" is greatly to be feared as to be praised. Wee need your
'* prayers in this as much as ever ; how shall we behave
" ourselves after such mercyes ? What is the Lord a
« doeinge ? What prophesies are now fidfiHinge ? Who
" i^ a God like ours ? To know his will, to doe his will,

*' are both of him.
" I tooke this libertye from businesse to salute thus in a

<' word : truly I am ready to serve you, and the rest of our
*' brethren, and the churches with you. I am a poor weake

* Morse and Parish's Hist. p. 145, 146.
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» creature, and not worthye of the name of a worme
; yet

" accepted to serve the Lord and his people. Indeed, my
*' dear friend, between you and me, you knowe not me ; my
*' weaknesses, my inordinate passions, my unskillfullnesse,
*' and every way unfitnesse to my worke

;
yett the Lord,

*' who will have mercye on whome he will, does as you
*' see. . Pray tor rae. Salute all christian friendes, though
" unknown.

<' I rest your affectionate friend to serve you,
" O. Cromwell."*

Mr. Cotton was a divine indefatigably laborious all hist

days. He lived under a conviction of that sacred precept,
" Be not slothful in business, but fervent in spirit, serving

the Lord." He rose early, and commonly studied twelve
hours a day, accounting that a scholar s day. He was re-

solved to wear out, rather than rust out. He was a man of
great literary acquirements, and so well acquainted Avith the

Hebrew, that he could converse in it with great ease. He
was a most celebrated preacher, delivering the great truths

of the gospel with so much gravity and judgment, that his

hearers were struck with admiration and reverence; and
with so much plainness, that persons of the weakest capacity

might understand him. He was remarkable for practical

religion and christian benevolence, and his whole life was
filled with acts of piety and charity. He was a person of
great modesty, humility, and good-nature ; and though he
was often insulted by angry men, he never expressed the

least resentment. A conceited ignorant man once followed

him home after sermon, and witli frowns told him his

preaching was become dark or flat. To whom he meekly
replied, " Both, brother; it may be both : let me have your
prayers that it may be otherwise." At another time, P*Ir.

Cotton being insulted by an impudent fellow in the street,

who called him an old fool, replied, " I confess I am so.

The Lord make thee and me wiser than we are, even wise
unto salvation." We give one instance more. Mr. Cotton

having, by the desire of a friend, given his thoughts upon
the doctrine of reprobation, against the exceptions of the

arminians, the manuscript fell into the hands of the cele-

brated Dr. Twisse, who published a refutation of it; upon
which Mr. Cotton thus modestly observed, " I hope God
will give me an opportunity to consider the doctor's labour

Qf love. I bless the Lord, who has made me willing to be

• Sloane'g MSS. No. 4156.
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taught by a meaner disciple than such a doctor; whose
scholastical acuteness, pregnancy of wit, solidity of judg-
ment, and dexterity of argument, all orthodox divines so

highly honour; and before whom all arminians and Jesuits

fall down in silence. God forbid that I should shut my
eyes against any light brought to me by him. Only I desire

not to be condemned as a pelagian or arminian before I am
heard."*

Mr. Cotton often wished not to outlive his work. Herein
his desire was granted; for his last illness was very short.

Having taken leave of his beloved study, he said to Mrs.

Cotton, " / shall go into that room no more J'"' He was
desirous to depart, that he might enjoy Christ and the

company of glorified saints, particulaily his old friends,

Preston, Ames, Hildersham, Dod, and others, who had been
peculiarly dear to him while he lived. Having set his

Louse in order, and taken a solemn leave of the magistrates

and ministers of the colony, who came to see him in his

sickness, he sweetly slept in Jesus, December 23, 1652,

aged sixty-seven years. His remains Avere interred with

great lamentation and funeral solemnity. He is denomi-
nated " an universal scholar, a living system of the liberal

arts, and a walking library. He was deeply skilled in

Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, and an extraordinary theolo-

gian."+ Fuller has honoured him with a place among the

learned writers and fellows of Emanuel college, Cam-
bridge. J Dr. Cotton Mather, the pious historian, was his

grandson.

His Works.—1. The Way of Life, 1641.—2. Doubts of Predesti-

nation, 164C.—3. Exposition upon Ecclesiastes and Canticles, iG48.—4. The Way of the Congregational Churches Cleared, 1648.

—

5. Commentary on the First Epistle of John, 1656.—6. Milk for

Babes.—7. A Treatise on the New Covenant.—8. Various Sermons.
—9. Answer to Mr. Ball about Forms of Prayer.— 10. The Grounds
and Ends of Infant Baptism.— 11. A Discourse upon Singing Psalms.
— 12. An Abstract of the Laws ia Christ's Kingdom, for Civil

Government.— 13. A Treatise on the Holiness of Church Members.
— 14. A Discourse on Things Indifferent.— 15. The Keys of the

Kingdom of Heaven.—16. Answer to Mr. Cawdry.— 17. The Bloody
Tenet Washed and made White in the Blood of the Lamb.—18. A
Copy of a Letter of Mr. Cotton's of Boston in New England, sent in

Answer of certain Objections made against their Discipline and
Orders there, directed to a Friend.

* Mather's Hist. b. iii. p. 26—29. + Ibid. p. 25.

X FuUer'i Hist, of Cam. p. 147.
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William Lyfokd, B. D.—This v^ortliy divine was
born at P. ysmore, near Newbury, in Berks'iiie, abouL the

year 1598, and educated in Magdalen college, Oxford,

where he was chosen fellow. While at the university, he
entered upon the minisierial function, and in the jear iDol

was admitt d to (he reading of (he sculences in the college.

Afterwards, by fivour of t!ie Eail oF Bristol, he became
minister of Shcrboni i-i Dorsetshire, where he continued the

rest of his days. Ui on the coinmencemcnt of the civil w.;rs

he espoused the cause of the parliament ; and in liiiS was
iiO!i)inated one of the asseinbiy of divines ; but choosing

rather to continue in his stated ministerial exerci&es, he did

not sit among them. He tvas zealous and i'.borious in the

w<;rk of the Lord, taking unspeakable pleasure in everj'

duly of the pastoral orlice. Jblt f:'d the lambs in (Christ's

flock, and possessed an excelleul talent for catechizing

youth, wherein he was eminenlly useiul.

Mr. Lyford was a divine ol an excellent spirit, and an
avowed advocate of p<ace and moderation. He took no
acrive part in the public broils of the nation ; but drew up
his thoughts in writing, in a work entitled, " Cases of

Conscience propounded i.t the Time of Rebellion." This

work, according io Bishop Kennet, was written with plain-

ness, modesty, and impartially, in discussion of the three

following questions:—" 1. Whether it be lawful to ke -p

days of public rejoici ig and thanks-riving for victories in a
civil war ?—2. Whetln r it be lawful lor the civil magistrate

to impose an act of worship in itself unlawful, or est« emed
to be so, on men of a different judgment, especially on a

minister, who must needs be not only a passive hearer, but

an actor in the business, under temporal pains of seques-

tration, imprisonment, deprivation, &c. ?

—

3. Whether a

minister performing such an act of worship, upon such a

force or fear, or for temporal ends, does p( rform an accept-

able service unto God ?"* He answered each of these

questions in the 7jegatrce, in which he discovered his senti-

ments relative to the controversies of the day.

Mr. Lyford, during his last sickness, " looked for the

appearance of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ."

This supported and comforted his mind under a long and
painful illness. During the whole of it, his confidence was

fixed on Jesus Christ, the rock of ages. In his letters

written at this period, he thus expressed himself: " Howevet

* Kennel's Chronicle, p. 349.

TOL. III. M
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it may please God t6 dispose of my health, I rest comfortably

assured of his everlasting love to me in his Son Jesus Christ

;

who loved me and gave himself for me. In the use of the

means, I wait to see what the Lord will do with me. I know
it will be well with me at last, having so many pledges of hi«

everlasting love to support me. My wasting continues, and

my appetite faileth ; but my God faileth not. In him, and in

contemplation of the great things he hath done for me, and

the far greater things he will yet do, I find refreshment."

A few days previous to his dissolution, his friends desiring

him to give them some account of his hopes and comforts, he

cheerfully replied, " I will let you know how it is with me,

and on what ground I stand. Here is the grave, the wi ath of

God and devouring flames, the great punishment of sin, on
the one hand ; and here am I, a poor sinful creature, on the

other: but this is my comfort, the covenant of giace, es-

tablished upon so many sure promises, hath satisfied all.

The act of oblivion passed in heaven is, / rcill forgive their

iniquities, and their sins zcill I remember no more, saith the

Lord. This is the blessed privilege of all within the cove-

nant, of whom I am one. For I find the spirit which is

promised bestowed upon me, in the blessed effects of it

upon my soul, as the pledge of God's eternal,love. By this

I know my interest in Christ, who is the foundation of the

covenant; and therefore, my sins being laid on him, shall

never be cliarged on me." As the earthly house of his taber-

nacle was dissolving, vvith great difficulty, he said, " My dis-

solution is more comfortable to me than my marriage-day.

Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our

Lord Jesus Christ." And when the trying moment arrived,

he cheeifully surrendered his soul into the hands of his dear

Redeemer, October 3, 1653, aged fifty-five years, when his

remains were interred in the chancel of Sherbourn church.*

Fuller observes, that Mr. Lyford was " a man of a pleasant

countenance, a courteous carriage, a meek spirit, great mo-
desty, and that his memory is still preserved in his learned

works."t Wood says, " he joined the presbyterians, was
nmch followed for his edifying and practical preaching, and

tliat his woi ks savour much of piety, zeal, and sincerity, but

shew hun to have been a zealous Calvinist."} Dr. Walker

i^ffirms, '* that he suffered much from the faction, both in hi»

* Atemorials of Mr. Lyford, prefixed to his " Plttin Man's SenBci Exfr-
cised." Edit. 1655,

+ FuMer's Worfhies, jiart i, p. 96.

J Wood's Atiieuai Oxoj\, vol. ii, p. 96.
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name and ministry ; and they wondered," says he, " that so

holy a man as he was, should doat so much on kings, bishops,

the Common Prayer, and ceremonies."* He bequeathed, in

his last will and testament, the sum of one hundred and twenty

pounds to Magdalen college, Oxford, " in gratitude for the

advantages \\ hich he had there enjoyed ; and in restitution for

a sum of money, which, according to the corrupt custom of

those times, he had leceived for the resignation of his fellow-

8hip."t Mr. Francis Bamfield, afterwards ejected in 1662,
was his successor at Sherborn.t

His Works.— 1. Principles of Faith and a Good Conscience,
1642.—2. An Apologie lor our Public Ministiie and Infant-Baptism,
1653.—3. The I'lain Man's Senses Exercised to discern both Good
and Evil; or, a Discover}' of the Errors, Heresies, aud Bla phemies
of these Times, 1655.-4. A Legacy; or, an Help to Young People
to prepare them for the Sacrament, 1656.—5. Cases of Conscience,
propounded in the !ime of Rebellion, Kesolved, 1661.—6. Conscience
Informed, toucliing our late Thanksgivings, 1651.—7. Sermons on
various Occasions.

John Lathorp.—This excellent person Mas minister of
Egerton in Kent; but, renouncing his episcopal ordination,

was chosen pastor of the independent church, under the care

of Mr. Henry Jacob, London, upon Mr. Jacob's retiring to

America. This little society, which had hitherto assembled
in private, moving from place to place, began about this

time to assume courage, and ventured to shew itself in public.

It was not long, however, before the congregation was dis-

covered by Tomlinson, the bishop's pursuivant, at the house
of Mr. Humphrey Barnet, a brewer's clerk, in Blackfriars;

when, April 29, 1432, foriy-two of them were apprehended,
and only eighteen escaped. Of those who were taken, some
were coniined m the Ciink, some in New Prison, and others

in the Gatehouse, where they continued about two years.

They were then released upon bail, except Mr. Lathorp,
for whom no favour could for some time be obtained.

He, at length, petitioned ike king, and his numerous family of
children laid their lamentable case at the feet of Archbishop
Laud, requesting that he might go into banishment in a foreign

land ; which being granted, he went to New England, in the

year 1634, when he was accompanied by about thirty of his

* Walker's Attempt, part ii. p. 419. + Memorial of Mr. Lyford.

^ Wood's Athente, vol, ii. p. 571.—Palaier's !NoacoB. Mem. toI. ii,

p. 419.
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congregation. It is observed, that, during his imprisonment^

his wife fell sick and died; but that he obtained so much
favour as to visit her, and pray with her, before she breathed

her last; and then returned to prison.*

Mr. Lathorp was a man of learning, and of a meek and

quiet spirit ; but met with some uneasiness from his people

on the following occasion. It appears that some of his con-

gregation entertained doubts of the validity of baptism, as

administered by their own pastor; and one person, who
indulged these scruples, carried his child to be re-baptized at

the parish church. This giving offence to some persons, the

subject was discussed at a general meeting of the society ; and
when the question was put it was carried in the negative : at

the same time it was resolved, by a majority, not to make any

declaration at present, whether or no parish churches were

true churches. This decision proving unacceptable to the

most rigid among them, they desired their dismission ; and,

uniting with some others who were dissatisfied about the

lawfulness of infant baptism, formed themselves mto a new
society, which is thought to have been the first baptist con-

gregation in England. This separation took place in the

year 1633, and the new society chose Mr. John Spilsbury

for its pastor. t But the remainder of Mr. Lathorp's church

renewed their covenant, to walk together in the zcays of God,
sofar as he had made them known, or should make them known
to them, andforsake allfalse wai/s: and so steady were they

to their vows, that there was scarcely an instance of any one

departing from the church, even under the severest persecu-

tions.t

Mr. Lathorp, being driven from his native country, and re-

tiring to New England, was chosen first pastor of the church

at Scituate, where he continued for some time, distributing

the bread of life. Part of the church afterw ards removing to

Barnstaple, he removed with them, where he continued pastor

of the church to tl)e day of his death. He died November 8,

1653. He was a man of a happy and pious spirit, studioup

of peace, a lively preacher, and willing to spend and be spent

for the glory of Christ and the salvation of souls.

$

Mr. Prince, in compiling his " Chronological History of

New England," made use of '* An original Register," in

manuscript, by Mr. Lathorp, giving an account of Scituate

Morton's Memorial, p. 141.—Neal's Puritans, toI. ii. p. 273.

+ Ncal's Puritans, toI. ii. p. 373, 374.— Crosby's Baptists, vol. i.

p. 148, 149.

:|- Neal's Puritans, toI. ii. p. 374. S Morton's Memorial, p. 141.



GOUGE. 165

and Barnstaple, where he had been successively the first

minister.*

William Gouge, D.D.—This very learned and cele-

brated divine Mas born at Bow, near Stratford, Middlesex,

November 1, 157.5, and educated tirst at Eton school, then

in King's college, Cambridge. Ke was endowed with great

powers of mind, was a great lover of learning, and perhaps

exceeded by none in close application to study. His progress

in the various departments of useful literature corresponded

with his application. During his first three yeurs at tlie uni-

versity, he was so assiduous in his academical pursuits, that

he slept only one night out of the college. Here he spent

nine years, and during the whole of that period he was never

absent from the college prayers at half past five o'clock in the

morning, unless he was from home. He usually rose so long

before the hour of prayer, as to have time for private devotion

and reading his usual portion of scripture. He invariably

read Jifteen chapters in the Bible every day ; five in the

morning, before he entered upon his regular studies, five

after dinner, and five at night before he went to rest. When he

was chosen reader of logic and philosophy in the college, he

was so remarkably exact in those exercises, and performed

them with such admirable propriety, that, while he gained

the high applause of his auditors, he incurred the hatred of

those who were less attentive to their duty. Indeed, he was
so exact and conscientious in all his ways, that he was
reproachfully denominated an arch-puritan.

In the year l608, he was unanimously chosen minister of

Blackfriars, London ; where he appears to have been assist-

ant to the excellent Mr. Stephen Egerton, and, at his death,

succeeded him in the pastoral office. His labours were

peculiarly acceptable to the people ; the congregation greatly

increased; and the church was greatly enlarged. Though
considerable preferments were frequently offered him, he

refused them all. His only object was to be useful to souls.

He used to say, " It is my highest ambition to go from

Blackfriars to heaven." He was highly esteemed by the

people of his charge, and by all who knew his worth. Mul-
titudes statedly resorted to his ministry, and many strangers

attended his Wednesday morning lecture. This lecture he

Prince's Chr«n. Hiit. Tol. i. Pref. p. 8.
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kept up about thirfij-Jive years. Indeed, so great was nli

fame, that when religious persons from distant pat is of tiie

country went to London, tliey did not think their business

finished, unless they had attended Blackfriars lecture, i he

success of his ministry was also very great. It is said, that

thousands were converted and built up under his ministry.*

He was long employed in the work, and eminently faith Tul

and laborious as long as he could get into the pulpit. His

preaching was always distinct, his method easy, and his

language adapted to persons of tlie meanest capacities.

Dr. Gouge, while he preached the gospel to others, en-

joyed its consolations in his own mind. He found so much
true comfort in his work, as, he believed, could not be found

in any other employment. IJe often profissed, that his

greatest pleasure in this world was in preaching the gospel.

His heart and his happiness were so much in his work, that

he often said to Lord Coventry, then keeper of the great seal,

that he envied not his situation. His ^hole life M'as par-

.ticularly exemplary. The doctrine which he delivered to

Others had its proper influence and effect upon himself.

Although his conduct was unblamable and irreprovable in

the sight of all men, he was not without his enemies. He
was as excellent and peaceable a subject as any in the

nation
;

yet, through the instigation of Bishop Neile, he Avas

cast into prison only for republishing Finch's book on " The
Calling of the Jews." Having remained in prison nine

weeks, he was released. In the year lG26, he was chosen

one of the feoffees for purchasing impropriations ; for which
he was ordered to be prosecuted in the star-chamber: but

the prosecution being so manifestly invidious, was afterwards

dropped.! During the intolerance of Bishop Laud, he was
prosecuted in the high commission, for opposing arminianisra

and the hew ceremonies.

t

This celebrated divine was deeply concerned for the

Redeemer's cause in foreign countries, as well as at home.

He exercised particular compassion towards the foreign pro-

testants, under all their afflictions and persecutions. He
rejoiced in their prosperity, but was afflicted in their adversity.

Therefore, when public collections for the poor and distressed

ministers of the Palatinate utterly failed, he united with his

brethren in promoting a private contribution for their relief:

* Clark's Lives annexed to his Martyrologie, p. 234—239.
+ Ibid, p. 239—^41. % Prynne'i Cant. Poome, p. 362.
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btit, marvellous as it may appear, for this singular act of

generosity and humanity, he was convened before the high

commission as a notorious delmquent.*

In the year 1643, Dr. Gouge was nominated one of tlie

assembly of divines. He assiduously attended during the

whole session; and was held in so high reputation, that he

often filled the moderator's chair in his absence. September

25th, in the same year, when the house of commons, the

Scots commissioners, and the assembly of divines met in

St. Margaret's church, W estminster, to subscribe the cove-

nant, Dr. Gouge concluded the solemnity with prayer. He
was one of the select committee for the examination of minis-

ters who petitioned for sequestered livings. In l644, he was

upon the committee appomted for the examination and or-

dination of ministers. In l647, at the first session of the

provincial assembly, he was chosen prolocutor, and opened

the session with a sermon at Blackfriars. In the same year

he was upon the committee appointed to draw up the con-

fession of faith. And in the year 1648, he was on the com-

mittee appointed to draw up the assembly's annotations.

His portion was from the first book of Kings to the book of

Esther, inclusive.t In the same year he united with his bre-

thren, in London and its vicinity, in declaring against the

king's death.

t

Dr. Gouge was a strict observer of the sabbath; and

when the Book of Sports came out, he absolutely refused to

read it. He was determined to sutler, rather than sin by

encouraging profane sports on the Lord's day. He was

exact in observing the public exercises of the house of God,

in promoting religion in his family, and in the devotions of

the closet; and, to the great honour of his character, he

would never allow his servant to be absent from public

worship on the Lord's day to cook provision, whatever com-

pany he expected. He possessed an excellent talent for

solving cases of conscience ; and so great was the blessing of

God upon his judicious counsels, that muiiitudes were re-

stored to joy and peace in believing. Ministers, in difficult

cases, often consulted him ; on which account, he was deno-

minated thefather of the London divines, and tlie very oracle

of his time. He was said to be the very picture of Moses for

a meek and quiet spirit. As he was not easily provoked, so

he was never inclined to provoke others. When he received

* Huntley's Prelates' Usurpations, p. 164.

+ Nefil's Hist, of Puritans, vol. iii. p. 52, 70, 140, 350, 355, 452.

X Calarny's Continuation, vol. ii. p. 743.
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any injury, he always prayed for his enemies, and said, " that

revileis and evil doers always hurt themselves most." He was
remarkably kind to persons iu orsiress, especially the poor of

Christ's flock. According to the ability which God gave
him, he employed his substance to useful purposes. He
afforded much support to the poor scholars at the university.

It was his very meat and drmk to do his heavenly Father's

will. His humility, indeed, outshone all his other amiable
endowments. He was never lifted up by multitudes flocking

to hear him, nor by the applause he received from them ; but

used to say, " I know moi e to abase me, than others do to

exolt me."

He was, through the whole of his life, remarkably exact and
conscientious in the improvement of his time. He rose early,

boih winter and summer, if at any time he heard other

persons at their work before he was in his study, he would
complain, saying, " I am much troubled that any persons

should be at \heir calling before I am at mine." He was an
excellent scholar, being familiarly conversant with the original

languages, and every department of useful literature. When
the persecuting prelates would allow of no other fasts be-
sides those appointed by authority. Dr. Gouge and his pious

friends kept their private fasts regularly every month. On
these occasions he greatly excelled. He was remarkably
concerned for the welfare of the foreign protestant churches.

Hearing that it was well with them, he rejoiced and praised

God : but when he received evil tidings, " he sat down and
wept, and mourned, and fasted, and prayed unto the God of
heaveij."

In the decline of life, he was much afflicted M'ith an asthma
and the stone. Under these painful maladies he often

groaned, but never mm mured. Labouring under these afflic-

tions, he frequently said, " Soul, be silent ; soul, be patient.

It is thy God and Father who thus ordereth thy estate: thou
art his clay ; he may tread and trample on thee as he pleaseth

:

thou hast deserved much more. It is enough that thou art

kept out of hell. Though thy pain be grievous, it is toler-

able. Thy God alfords some intermissions. He will turn it

to thy good, and then put an end to all. None of these

things c.:n be expected hereafter." Under his greatest pains

he used the words of Job: "Shall we receive good at the

hands of God, and shall we not receive evil.^" At such
times, he committed his soul to Christ, saying, " I am per-

suaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed
unto him against that day." When his friends endeavoured
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to comfort him, by reminding him of his gifts and usefulness,

he replied, '* 1 dare not think of any such thing for comfort.

Jesus Christ, and what he hath done and suileied, is the

only ground of comfort. I, being a great sinner, comfort

myself in a great Saviour. When I look upon myself, 1 see

nothing but weakness and emptiness; but when I look upon
Christ, I see nothing but sufficiency and fulness."

A few days before he died, having continued for three days

in a state of dro\\ siness, he inquired what day it "was, and
exclaimed, " Alas, I have lost three days!" Afterwards,

reviving a little, he said, " Now 1 have not long to live. 1 he
time of my departure is at hand. 1 am going to my desired

haven. 1 am most willing to die. I have, blessed be God,
nothing else to do but to die. Death is my best friend, next

to Jesus Christ. I am sure I shall be with Christ when
I die."* As the hour of his departure approached, he spoke
much in admiration of the rich grace and mercy ol God in

Christ Jesus ; and died full of unspeakable comfort, Decem-
ber 12, 1653, in the seventy-ninth year of his age, having
been minister of Biackfriars nearly forty-six years.+ Dr.
Calamy observes, " that he was a person of as eminent a
deputation for ministerial abilities, strict piety, and indefa-

tigable labours for the good of souls, as most ministers that

ever were in the city.+ Granger says, '' he was offered the

provostship of King's college, Cambridge, but declined to

accept it ; and that he was laborious, exemplary, and so much
beloved that none ever thought or spoke ill of him, excepting

those who were inclined to think or speak ill of religion

itself."^ He is classed among the learned writers and distin-

guished worthies of this college.
||
Wood styles him " a pious

and learned divine," and says, " he is often honourably men-
tioned by Voetius, Streso, and other learned and foreign

divines."lf Mr. William Jenkin was assistant to Dr. Gouge
about twelve years, preached his funeral sermon, and suc-

ceeded him in the pastoral office. Mr. Thomas Gouge, on
whose death Dr. A^atts wrote an excellent elegiac poem, was
the doctor's son, and Mr. Richard Roberts married his

eldest daughter. 1 hese three excellent divines were ejected

by the Act of Uniformity, hi 1662.**

His Works.—1. Ei^lit Treatises on Domestic Duties.—2. The
Whole Armour of God.—3. A Treatise ou the Sin against the Holj

Jenkin's Funeral Sermoii for Dr. Gouge.
+ Clark's Lives, p. 242—246. + Calamj's Continuation, vol. i. p. 12.

% Granger's Biog. Hist. vol. ii. p. 179. [| Fuller's Hist, of Cam, p. 75.

? Wood's Athenae Oxon. vol. i. p. 807.
•• Palmer's Koncon. Mem. vol, i. p. 109, 184. iii. p. 301.
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Ghost.—4. Two Catechisms.—5. A Guide to go to God.—6. God's
three Arrows, the Plague, I'iuniiie, and Sword.— 7. '1 he Extent of
Divine Providence—8. Fhe Dignity of Chivalry.—9. The Saint*

Sacrifice.—10. Two Treati.ses, 1. On -he Sabbath, 2. On Apostary.

—

11. The Saints Support, a Sermon belbre the House of Comnioi^s.

—

12. Mary's Memorial.—13. Tlie Progrf^.^s of Divine Providt iice, a
Sermon before the House of Lords.—14. A Funeral Sermon for

MrK. Duck.— 15. The Rijrlit \^ ay, a Sermon before the House of
Lords.—16. A Commentary on the Epi.stie to tlie Hebrews, 1655.

—

Wood styles this a learned and useful work ; and the pious Bishop
W'ilkins classes Dr. Gouge's sermons among those which he deno-
minates the most excellent of Jiis lime*

Thomas Hill, D. D.—This learned divine was born at

Kington in Worcestershire, and educated in Emanuel college,

Cantbridge, where he was chosen fellow. He made great

progress in learning, was a man of most exemplary piety,

and exceedingly beloved and admired. Having finished his

studies at the university, he sojourned some time, for his further

improvement, with Mr. John Cotton, of Boston in Lincoln-

shire ; the benefit of whose society, example, and instructions,

he never lost to the day of his death. He afterwards returned

to Cambridge, became an excellent tusor, and a very popiilu'

and useful preacher in the churcli of St. Andrews. When
the plague raged in the place, and multitudes fled from their

stations, he still continued in the work of the Lord. As the

good shepherd of Christ's hock, he did not flee when danger

approached. L'pon his removal from the university, he vva*

chosen pastor of the church of Tichmarch in Northampton-
shire ; where he continued a constant, faithful, and iiy eful

preacher about nine years. Here he was highly esteemed by

the Earl of Warwick, in whose family he becaiiie acquainted

with Mrs. Wiilford, governess to the earl's daughter, whom
he afterwards married.

In the year 1(J40, when the committee of accommodatioa
was appoinied by the house of lords, to consider the imiova-

tions in religion. Dr. Hill, witii several bishops and other

learned divines, was chosen a member of the sub-committee,

to prepare mateiiuls for their delaie.t In 1643, he wa*
chosen one of the assembly of divines ; he constantly at-

tended ; and, by his great learning and moderation, was par-

ticularly useful in ail tiieir deliberations. The year following

he was chosen one of the commitiee for the examination and

* Wood's Aihcnae 0\on. vol. i. p. SOT.—Wilkins's Discourse on Preach-
ing, p. 82, 83. Edit. *'i79.

t Kingdom's MS. Codec, p. 200, 201.
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ordination of public preachers; and in 1645, when the

coiiyiiittee of accommodation was revived by order of parlia-

ment, he was appointed one of its learned members.* He
preached frequently before the house of parliament, and vva«

chosen mornmg lecturer at the Abbey church, Westminster.

He preached every Lord's day at St. Martin's in the Fields,

*' where," it is observed, " his labours were made a blessing

to many i/iousaudsJ^f He was a divine universally celebrated

for learning and ability ; and therefore was appointed master

of Emanuel college, Cambridge, and afterwards of Trinity

college, in the same university. Here he employed all his

talents and zeal in the advancement of sound learning and
genuine piety, and in the observance of college exercises.

Mr. Henry Oatland, afterwards one of the ejected ministers,

who was one of his pupils, observes, " that he derived un-

speakable advantage from Dr. Hill's plain but excellent

method of preaching Christ."+ He was twice chosen vice-

chancellor, and was particularly concerned to preserve the

honour and privileges of the university.

Dr. Hill was a divine sound in the faith, and firmly attached

to the doctrinal articles of the church of England. He con-

sidered unconditional election, salvation by grace, justifica-

tion by the imputed righteousness of Christ, and the final

perseverance of believers, not as points of dry speculation or

vain curiosity, but as prominent doctrines of scripture, and
the very life of true christian faith. What he believed he
constamly practised through life, and found its unspeakable

comforts in truth. During his last sickness, being exceed-

ingly afflicted with a quartan ague, he found much joy and
peace in believing. The distinguishing love of God in Christ

Jesus was the foundation of his confidence and happiness.

Being asked, just before his departure, whether he enjoyed

peace with God, he cheerfully replied, " Through the mercy
of God in Christ my peace is made, and I quietly rest in it."

He died much lamented, December 18, 1653. He was a

divine eminent for humility and holiness, an excellent and
useful preacher, and of great learning and moderation; but

no friend to arminianism.$ He used to lay his hand upon
his breast, and say, " Every true christian hath something
here, that will frame an argument against arminianisin."||

This learned and pious divine has not escaped the reproach-

* Papers of Accommodation, p. 13.

t Clark's Lives annexed to Marty rologie, p. 230, 231.

t Calamy's Contin, vol. ii. p. 885. ^ Clark's Lives, p. 233,

i Firmin't Real Christian, p. 26. Edit. 1670.
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ful inrinuations of Dr. Grey. Mr. Neal having specified his

preferments, the doctor adds, " but how deserving this gentle-

man was of these preferments, his works sufticiently testify
:"

and then, to prove what he insinuates, he cites Dr. HilFs

words, dehvered on public occasions, as follows:—"That we
mi>y have an incorrupt religion, without sinfu], without guile-

ful mixtures ; not a liissey-woolsey i eiigiou : all new-born

babes will desire word-milk, sermon-milk, without guile,

without adulterating sophistication of it.—What pity it is

that cathedral societies, vvliich might have been colleges of

learned presbyters for feedii'.g and ruling of city churches,

and petty academies to piepare pastors for neighbouring

places, should be often sanctuaries for nonresidents, and be
made nurseries to many such drones, who can neither preach,

nor pray, otherwise ihau read, say, or sing their jyrai/ers, and in

the mean time, tiufh must be observed in a non-edifying

pomp of ceremonious services.—Behold, with weeping eyes,

the many hundred congregations in the kingdom, where mil-

lions of souls are hke to perish for want of vision. Truth is

sold from among them, either by soul-betraying nonresidents,

soul-poisoning innovators, or soul-pining dry nurses. In many
places the very image ofjealousy, the idol of the mass, is set up;
yeji, the comedy of the mass is acted, because she wantelh the

light of truth to discover the wickedness and folly of it. In

many miles, not a minister that can preach and live sermons. I

wish every parliament-man had a map of the soul-misery of the

most of the ten thousand churches and chapels in England.
" In the stead of the high commission," says he, " which

was a soul-scourge to many godly and faithful ministers, we
have an honourable committee, that turns the wheel upon
such as are scandalous and unworthy. In the room of Jero-

boam's priests, burning and shining lights are multiplied in

some dark places of the land, which were full of the habita-

tions of cruelty. In the place of a long liturgy, we are in

hopes of a pithy directory. Instead of prelatical rails about

the table, we have the scripture rails of church discipline in

great forwardness. Where popish altars and crucifixes did

abound, we begin to see more of Christ crucified m the sim-

plicity and purity of his ordinances. Instead of the prelates'

oath, to establish their own exorbitant power, with appurte-

nances, we have a solemn league and covenant with God,
engaging us to endeavour reformation, according to his word

;

yea, and the extirpation of popery and prelacy itself."* W^e

* Grej's Exam, of NeaJ, toI. ii, p. 158, 1S9.
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make no comment upon these expressions, but leave the

pious reader to form his o\vn opinion of the ungenerous in-

sinuations of the zealous churcbnian. Dr. Hill was author

of a number of pieces, chiefly sermons before the parlia-

ment.

His Works.—1. The Trade of Truth Advanced, in a Sermon to

the Honourable House of Commons, at their solemn Fast, July 27,
1642— 1642,—2. The Militant Churcii 'J>inraphant over the Dragon
and his Angels, preached to both Houses of Parliament, July 21,
1643—1643^—3. 'J'he Season for England's Self-Reflection, and
Advancing Teniple-AVork, in a Sermon before the Houses of Parli-

ament, August 13, 1644, being an extraordinary Day of Humiliation,
1644.—4. The Right Separation Encouraged, preached to the House
of Lords, November 27, 1644, being the Day of their monthly public
East, 1644.

Thomas Wilson, A. M.—This excellent minister was
born at Catterly in Cumberland, in the year 1601, and edu-

cated in Cinist's college, Cambridge ; where he was greatly

admired for his indefatigable industry, and great progress in

useful learning. Upon his leaving the university, he taught

school for some time at Chartwood in Surrey ; then entered

into the ministry at Capel, in the same county. Here, by
his judicious preacliing and holy example, he directed the

people in the way to eternal life. Though he received little

or nothing for his pains, he was not the less faithful and labo-

rious in promoting the welfare of souls. He sought not
theirs, but them, and was greatly beloved by his people-

Afterwards, he removed to Farlington, near Portsmouth,
where he laboured among very ignorant and heathenish

people. He did not continue long at this place, but removed
to Teddington, near Kingston-upou-Thames. In this situa-

tion he continued several years, and w as made a blessing to

many souls. He next accepted a presentation to the bene-
lice of Otham, near Maidstone, in Kent. At this place he
was the means of awakening many careless sinners, and of
building them up in faith and holiness. Multitudes flocked

to hear him from Maidstone and its vicinity ; and the church
was soon found too small to contain them. His great popu-
larity and usefulness presently awakened the envy of profane
sinners, and several neighbouring ministers ; but he went on
undismayed, the Lord blessing his labours.

Notwithstanding his labours and usefulness, he was at

length silenced for refusing to read the Book of Sports. In
the moath of April, 1634, he wasinhibiied by Archbishop
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Laud's vicar-general, from part of his public ministerial exer-

cises. But, upon the pubhcation of the Book of Sports, he
refused to read it, when the archbishop sent for him to Lam-
beth; and, April 29, 1635, no less than fourteen charges

were exhibited against him, to each of which he gave his

answer, May 28th following. The substance of these articles,

together with Mr. Wilson's answers, was as follows:

1

.

That canonical obedience is due by your oath, taken at

your institution.

Answer. It is true, as I understand the oath, it is accord-

ing to the canons of the church of England.

2. That a minister must have a popular election, as neces-

ai'y to hold his place.

Ans. I never held such an opinion, nor ever spoke it, pri-

vately or publicly.

3. That there is little comfort for a minister instituted and
inducted, without the approbation of the people.

Ans. 1 know and believe the contrary.

4. You have held conventicles in your house, and in other

houses in the town of Otham, within this two years, and used

exercises of religion by law prohibited.

Ans. I deny that I have holden conventicles, and used

exercises of religion by law prohibited.

5. Within this four years you have collected in private

houses, or caused to be collected, forty or fifty persons, and

to them repeated sermons, expounded scripture, made tedious

extemporary prayers, full of tautologies, and delivered dan-

gerous doctiine, to the perverting and corrupting of his

majesty's subjects.

Ans. I protest against such doctrine, and any such effect.'

I also deny that I collected, or caused to be collected, any

such persons.

6. You refused to read the King's Declaration for Sports

on Sundays, and spoke disdainfully to the apparitor and

officer of tlie court,

Ans. I said to the apparitor, " Remember the sabbath day

to keep it holy ;" and 1 said no more. 1 refused to read the

book, not out of contempt of any authority, being com-
manded by no law. The king's majesty doth not in the

book command or appoint the minister to read it, nor it to

be read, but published. And seeing there is no penalty

threatened, nor authority given to any one to question those

who refuse to read it, my refusal to read it was upon sufficient

grounds of law, and conscience; which, for the satisfaction

©f this high court, and to clear myself from contempt, I shall
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Jbriefly express myself thus : His majesty's express pleasure is,

that the laws of the realm, and the canons of the church, be
observed in all places of the kingdom ; and therefore at Otham
in Kent : but this book, as I conceive, is contrary to both.

—

It is contrary to the statute laws.—It is contrary to the eccle-

siastical laws.—It is contrary to the scriptures.—It is con-

trary to the councils.—It is contrary to divines, ancient and
modern.—It is contrary to reason.*

7. In 1633, when the commission was granted for repair-

ing St. Paul's, you said, to build sumptuous temples is to

justify antichrist.

Ans, I deny this altogether.

8. In 1634, you bade the people, in scorn and derision, to

lake heed of dealing with high priest's servants.

Ans. I deny both the time and the words.

9. At Boxley, June 29, 1632, you said. No man can have a

broken heart, who hath two steeples ; meaning two benefices,

alleging Acts xx. 20.

Ans. I never spake such words. But at the funeral of a

gi'ave and learned minister, I entreated the ministers present to

prepare to give an account of their lives and livings, shewing
the vanity of those who plead for pluralities, saying, " That if

a man's heart were broken, it would not be with the weight

of three churches ;" and herein I followed no new opinion,

but the general opinion of learned divines, both ancient and
modern.

10. You have scandalized the governors and government
•f the church of England, as persecutors of God's faithful

ministers and people.

Ans. This is not t«ie, in the whole or in any part.

11. In April, 1633, you delivered a dangerous doctrine,

even that if a subject s^i/er the penalty of the law from the

civil magistrate, he is free from sin.

Ans. I deny the time, and words, and doctrine. I never

taught, nor read, nor heard of this doctrine, till I heard this

article ; and I abhor it, and disclaim it as dangerous.

12. April 22, 1634, you lectured and expounded, after

inhibition by the vicar-general.

Ans. This is not true. I did not preach, excepting on

Lord's days and holidays ; neither did I expound. Yet
I had a license to expound, and was not forbidden expound-
ing. I constantly instruct, by question and answer, m the

* Mr. Wilson enlarges upon each of thess topics with great judgment,
but the whole is too long for insertion.
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calhechism, such as come to prayers, for which I had my
institution and hcense, and from which I never received any

prohibition ; nor, so far as I understand, is it any sin aganist

God or man.

13. You are accounted an enemy to the church of Eng-
land, and draw others into schism after you. .

Ans. I deny the whole of this, and every part.

14. You are to promise, by your word and honour, to

speak the truth.

Ans. 1 believe what I have confessed, and deny what
I have denied in every part.*

From the above articles, together with Mr. Wilson's

replies, it is manifest that Laud had laid the snare to catch

him, chiefly for refusing to read the Book of Sports. In this

his lordship succeeded according to his wishes : for Mr.
Wilson's answers, in which he declared his refusal to read the

book, were no sooner given, than the archbishop replied,

/ suspend you for everfrom your office and heuejice till yoa
read it ; and he continued suspended for the space of four

years.t About the same time he was committed to Maid-
stone jail for nonconformity, but how long he remained in

confinement it does not appear.^ At the expiration of the

above period, he was brought into the high commission

court by means of the archbishop ; and, to his great cost and

trouble, was again prosecuted for the same crime. Indeed,

the archbishop, in answer to this, said, that Mr. Wilson was
not censured for not reading the book; but, according to

his own confession, for dilapidations, in not repairing his

house.§ With what kind of evidence this is asserted, the

candid and intelligent reader will easily perceive.

Mr. Wilson, remaining under suspension, and being dis-

satisfied with the ministry of his successor, removed to Maid-

stone, where he gave private instructions among his friends.

His adversaries, at the same time, traduced his character, and

slandered him as a favourer of schism. Therefore, to wipe off

the reproach, he addressed a letter to the parishioners of

Olham, exhorting them " to fear God and honour the king,

and walk in love one towards another." For the information

and satisfaction of all, this letter was read to the public con-

gregation on the Lord's day. The news of this, however,

soon reached London, when Mr. Wilson and Dr. I'uck, who

* Life of Mr. Wilson, p. 67—89. Edit. 1672.

+ Prvnne's Cant Doome, p. 149 —Clark's Lives, part i. p. 18—^21.

\ Neal's Puritans vol. iv. p. 6.'i2.

\ Wbartoifs Troubles of Laud, vol. i. p. 344.
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liad fead the letter, were cited to appear before the high com-
mission. Mr. Wilson was cliarged m the court with having

»ent a scandalous and oft'ensive letter to Otham, to nourish

schism, and to contirm the people in the dislike of govern-
ment ; upon which he acknowledged his writing a letter, but
denied its evil tendency, saying, " I know that it was to ex-

hort the people to fear God and the king, and to meddle not
with those that are given to change ; to walk in faith and love,

and to call upon God : but I utterly deny all occasion of de-

rogating from the church of England, or confirmation of any
in a dislike of the government, and protest against all asper-

sions and imputations of schism or scandal : neither did

I direct any one to read it, nor intended or desired it should
be read in the church."* Notwithstanding all they could
allege in their own defence, they were enforced to continue
their attendance no less than three years, to their great cost
and trouble.+

In the year 1639, the Scots having entered England, and
a parliament being called, Laud took off Mr, Wilson's sus-

pension. But his tioubies and sufferings were not ended;
for, September 30, 1640, he was cited to appear before the

archbishop's visitors at Feversham, together with other minis-

ters in Kent, to answer for not reading the prayer against

the Scots. Upon their appearance, Mr. Edward Bright,
being called first, was asked whether he had read the prayer;
and when he said he had not, the archdeacon instantly sus-

pended him from office and benefice, without admonition, or
even giving him the least time to consider of it. Mr. Wilson,
who witnessed this rash proceeding, was next called. When
he was asked whetlier he had read the prayer, he answered in

the negative ;
" because," said he, " in the rubrick of the

Common Prayer, it is enjoined that no prayer shall be pub-
licly read excepting those which are contained in the Book
of Common Prayer, and that prayer against the Scots is not."

This unexpected answer so confounded the archdeacon that

he did not know Nvhat to say. It cooled his fury, and caused
him to proceed more deliberately with Mr. Wilson than he
had done with Mr. Bright. He gave him fourteen davs to

consider of it, and then deliver his answer at Canterbury ;$

but whether he delivered any other answer, and what after-

* Life of Mr. Wilson, p. 90, 91.

+ Dr. Tuck's case was, indeed, more distressing flian Mr. Wilson's; for,
on account of bodily infirmities, he was unable to ride, and necessitated to
Haake all his journies on fQoX.—Ibid. p. 13.

X Ibid. p. 14—16.
VOL. III. N
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wards followed relative to this case, we are not able, for

want of information, to relate.

About the same time a warrant was issued from the lords

of the council, among whom were Archbishop Laud and the

Bishop of London, to apprehend Mr. Wilson. Witli this war-
rant a pursuivant was sent to bring him to London. It does not
appear for what crime this prosecution was designed

;
yet no

doubt it was the sin of nonconformity. The pursuivant, hav-

ing received his warrant, hastened without delay to Otham

;

where, though he heard Mr. Wilson preach, and was after-

wards in the same room m ith him in his own house, he let

him slip out of his hands. Mr. Wilson, suspecting him as

soon as he entered the room, retired and hid himself, and so

escaped the snare. The pursuivant was enraged at his loss,

and said he had been employed in this service thirty-six

years, and had never been served so before. Mr. Wilson,

having escaped the snare, withdrew from the storm till the

meeting of the long parliament, when he went to London,
and presented his case and petition to the house of commons.
The house appointed a conmiittee to take his case into con-

sideration; and, November 30, 1640, Mr. House, who was
one of this committee, reported to the house, " That Mr. Wil-
son had been suspended four years from his living, worth sixty

pounds a year, only for not reading the Book of Recreations

on the Lord's day ; that the archbishop himself had sus-

pended him ; and that for three years he had attended

upon the high commission." The house therefore resolved,

" That Mr. Wilson had just cause of com}>laint; and that

there was just cause for the house to aft'ord him relief."*

Upon the presentation of his petition. Sir Edward Deering,

one of the members for Kent, said, " Mr, Wilson, your peti-

tioner, is as orthodox in doctrine, as laborious in preaching,

and as unbleniislied in his life, as any minister we have. He
is now separated from his flock, to both their griefs : for it is

not with hmi as with many others, who are glad to set a pur-

suivant on work, that they may have an excuse to be out of

the pulpit; it is his delight to preach."f Sir Edward further

observes of Mr. Wilson, " He is now a sufferer, as all good
men are, under the general obloquy of a puritan. The pur-

suivant watches his door, and divides hinv and his cure

asunder, to both then- griefs. About a week since," he adds,

" 1 went to Lambeth, to move that great bishop (too great

indeed) to take this danger from off this minister, and to recall

* Rnshworth's Coller. vol. v. p. 66.—Nalson's Collec. ¥ol. i. p. 571.

+ :.^: of Mr. Wilson, p. 17—22.
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the pursuivant. And I did undertake for Mr. Wilson, that he
should answer his accusers in any of the king's courts at

Westminster. The bishop made me answer, ' I am sure that

he will not be absent from his cure a twelvemonth together,' "*

Upon the above resolution of the house, he was released

from all his troubles, when he returned to his charge and
wonted labours at Otham. In the year 1643, he was nomi-
nated one of the assembly of divines ; and, though at so great

a distance, he constantly attended. In the assembly he was
much esteemed for his meek and humble deportment, and
his grave and judicious counsels. Having continued some
time at Otham, he removed to Maidstone, w here he remained

to the day of his death. Here his first care was to promote
the reformation of the church, and to administer the sacra-

ments, according to his views of the word of God. To this

end he preached upon the necessity of observing scriptural

discipline, and the qualifications necessary to church-fellow-

ship. At first he met with considerable opposition, but by
prudence and perseverance things were brought to a favour-

able issue.

Mr. Wilson was indefatigable in his attendance upon his

numerous duties, and usually observed the following method

:

he protracted his studies on Saturdays nearly till midnight,

and rose by two or three o'clock on a sabbath morning, being
much displeased if he was later. About seven he came oul

of his study, and called his family together, w hen he read and
expounded a portion of scripture, requiring those present to

give some account of the exposition ; then sung a psalm, and
concluded with prayer. At nine o'clock he went to church,

and entered upon public worship by singing, then prayed for

a blessing, and expounded out of the Old Testament about
an hour ; then, besides singing and prayer, he preached an
hour, and concluded. Then, going home, he invariably prayed
with his family before dinner. In the afternoon he observed
the same method as in the morning, only his exposition was
upon some part of the New Testament. The public services

of the day being ended, he called his family together, when
many neighbours attended ; then they repeated the sermons
and expositions, sung a psalm, and concluded with prayer.

After this he usually went to a friend's house in the town,
where many attended, and did the same. He administered

the Lord's supper regularly once a month, delivered weekly
lectures, attended meetings for religious conference, and was

* Collection of Deering's Speeches, p. 9, 10. Edit. 1649.
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incessant in catechizing. He did the Lord's work faithfully,

and found his reward in the labour. Some, indeed, thought

he laboured too much, and that he ought to have spared hhn-

self ; but he was of a contrary opinion, being persuaded that

God makes no difference betwixt an idle and an evil servant.

Hence, when his friends attempted to dissuade him from so

intense an application, he was ever deaf to their counsel,

saying, " Would you have my Lord, when he cometh, to find

me idle r"

He was always exact in setting a good example before his

children and servants, knowing them to be much influenced

by the deportment of superiors. What he preached to them
on the sabbath, he practised before them all the week ; and
** in all things he shewed himself a pattern of good works."

He was a strict observer of the sabbath, and eminently suc-

cessful in promoting the same among his people. This was
the happy fruit of his labours at Maidstone, as well as at other

places. One of the judges taking notice of this at the

assize, publicly declared, that, in all his circuit, there was no
town where the Lord's day was so strictly observed. Mr,
Wilson was of a courageous spirit, and feared no obstacles in

the path of duty. He feared God, and none else. He knew
God would take care of his own cause, whatever sufferings

his servants might endure ; therefore, when trials came upon
him, he said, with Luther, " I had rather fall with Christ

than reign with Caesar." He shewed his courage in reprov-

ing sin. If men were bold in sinning, he was bold in reprov-

ing them, even without respect of persons. His sincerity,

humility, and great piety, were manifest to all. The excellent

Mr. William Fenner, after being in his company, said, " I aiw

ashamed of myself, to see how Mr. Wilson gallops towards

heaven, and I do but creep at a snail's pace."* Indeed, his

treasure was in heaven, and his heart -was there also. Iliis

excellent trait in his character will appear from the following

anecdote :—During the insurrection in 1648, the soldiers took

from him a legacy of a hundred pounds left to his daughter,

though it was afterwards restored. But when the money was
gone, being asked whether he was not much troubled, he

replied, " No ; I was no more troubled when I heard the

moneywas carried off, than when it was brought to myhouse."+
Mr. Wilson's great piety was most manifest in his affliction

and death. When the bridegroom came, lie had his lamp
trimmed, oil in his vessel, and his hght burning. He endure«[

» Life of Mr, Wilion, p. 22—^9. + IbW. p. SI.
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his extreme pain with exemplary patience : he mourned, but
never nmrniiired. He Mas willing to drink his heavenly
Father's bitter cup. When lying upon his death-bed he
called his family around him. He desired his wife not to be
cast down, or to sorrow as those who have no hope ; but to

trust in the Lord ; and added, " Though we must now be
separated for a season, we shall meet again to part no more
for ever." He exhorted his children to fear the Lord, saying,
" Look you to it, that you meet me not in the day of judg-
ment in an unconverted state." He praised God, and spoke
much of the preciousncss of Christ. The prospect of his

approaching death aftorded comfort to his soul. To a pious

lady of his acquaintance, who was leaving Maidstone, he
pleasantly said, " What will you say, Mrs. Crisp, if I get the

start of you, and get to heaven before you get to Dover r"

Another person sayirig, " Sir, I think you are not far from
your Father's house ;" he immediately replied, " That is good
news indeed, and is enough to make one leap for joy," To
those who mourned over him, he said, " I bless God, who
hath suffered me to live so long to do him some service ; and
now I have finished the work appointed for me, that he is

pleased to call me away so soon." Hefought the goodjighty
he jinhhed his course, he kept the faith, and died in peace,

towards the end of the year l6o3, aged fifty-two years. He
had a clear understanding, a quick invention, a sound judg-
ment, a tenacious memory, and was a hard student, a good
scholar, an excellent preacher, and clothed zcith huinility*

IVIr. Wilson was twice married, apd by his second wife he had
eleven children, ten of whom were living at his death. Mr.
Thomas Wilson, ejected in 1662, is supposed tp have beeo
his son.t When upon his death-bed h^e recommended Mr.
John Crump, afterwards ejected in 1662, to be his successor-^

We are informed that Mr. Wilson was a baptist, and in the

year l638, joined Mr. John Spilsbury's church, London ;$

but whether he continued to adhere to the baptists' senti-

ments, and acted upoi^ them to the end of his days, we are

unable to ascertain. He was author of a sermon preached
before the house of commons, entitled, " Jerechoe's Down-
fall," 1643; and probably some others.

•» Life of Mr. Wilson, p. 34, 52—64.
+ Palmer's Noncon, :Mein. vol. ii. p. 18?. J Ibid. p. 332.

S Crosby's Baptists, vol. j. p. 149.—Neal's Puritans, toI. iv. p. 632,
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NathanielWa rd, A. B.—This excellent person was the

son of Mr, John Ward, and brother to Mr. Samuel Ward,
both celebrated puritan divines ; was born at Haverhil in

Suliolk, about the year 1570. He received a liberal Mu-
cation, and was intended for thiilaw; but ;il'terwards travel-

lino- into Prussia and Denmark, where he was bon -uied w:tli

the intimate friendship of the celebrated David Parrus of

Heitlelh; rg, from whom he received the most valuable in-

struction, lie purposed, upon his return home, to .-nter upon,

the christian ministry. He became pr- acher at St. Jaiaes's,

Duke's-place, London, in the year 16'i6 ; and afterwards

became rector of Standon Masscy in Essex j* where he felt

the iron haiid of Archbishop l-aud. Previous to the year

1633, he was often convened before this intolerant pr< late

for lionconformity ; and, after frequent attendance, for re-

fusing- to subscribe according to the canons, he was excom-

mimlc; ted and deprivtd of his ministry. The good man
remained a long time under the prelate's heavy censure. + It

does not indeed appear that he was ever released For

having found that liis release could not be obtained without

the most degrading submission, contrary to the ligJit of

conscience and the "testimony of scripture, he left his native

conntry, and in the year 1634 retired to New England.

Upon his arrival he was chosen pristor of the church at

Ipswich, where he continued in high reputation, frequent

labours, and great usefulness, about eleven years. In 1645

he returned to England, and became minister of Shenfield in

Essex. He subscribed the Essex testimony as minister of

this place, and was sometimes called to pn ach before the

parliament. He jjreatly lamented the confusions of the

times, and discoviered great loyalty to the king, and much
solicitude for his majesty's welfare.^: He died at Shenfield

in the year 1653, aged eighty-three years. ^ He is classed'

among the learned writers of Emanuel college, Cambridge. ||

He was a learned man, a pious christian, an excellent

preacher, and the author of many articles, full of wit and

good sense, the titles of which have not reached us.

Robert Abbot, A. M.—This person received his edu-

cation in the university of Cambridge, where he took his

* Newcourt's Repert. Eccl. vol. i. p. 917, vol. ii. p. 545.

T Wharton's Troubles of Laud, vol. i. p. 525.

J Grey's Examination, vol. i. p. 401.

( Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b. iii. p. 167.

I FuUer'sHist. of Cam.p. 147.
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degrees in arts, and was afterwards incorporated at Oxford.
Having finished his studies at the university, he became
vicar of Cranbrook in Kent, and minister of Southwick in

Hampsliire. A minister of tlie same name, and no donI)t the

same person, was a great sufferer under the tyrannical oppres-
sions of Bisliop Pierce of Bath and Wells. This learned

prelate compelled Mr. Abbot and others, contrary to law and
justice, to raise sums of money towards carrying on the war
against the Scots.* In the beginning of the year 1643, ac-

cording to Dr.Walker, hewas dispossessed of his vicarage by
order of the house of commons ; because he had taken another
living, which, from his own confession, was iiiconsistent.+

Whether this be indeed correct we are unable to ascertain

;

but be this as it may, it appears that, upon the commence-
ment of the civil war, he espoused the cause of the parlia-

ment, united himself to the puritans, and became rector of
St. Austin's church, Watling-street, London, where he con-
tinued in peace and quietness all the rest of his days. In
each of these situations he was happy among the people of
his charge. They were much attached to him, and ofteri

"Warmly pressed him to appear in print. He lived to a good
old age, and was living in the year 1653 ; but when he died
we have not been able to learn.

t

His Works.—1. Be Thankful London and her Sisters, 1626.—
2. Four Sermons, 1639.—3. Tryal of our Church-forsakcrs, 1639.

—

4. Milk for Babes ; or, a ^lother's Catechism for her Children, 1646.—5. Three Sermons, 1646.—6. A Christian Family Builded by God;
or, Directions for Governors of Families, 1653.

John Spilsbury was a minister of the antipaedobaptist

denomination. Upon his embracing these sentiments, he
is said to have gone into Holland to be baptized by Mr.
John Smyth; after which he returned to England, and
began to baptize adults by immersion. Crosby, however,
attempts to clear him of this, and to prove that he did not
go abroad for this purpose ; but with what degree of suc-

cess we will not undertake to determine.^ In the year

1633, part of Mr. John Latliorp's church, in London, hav-
ing espoused the sentiments of the baptists, desired to be
dismissed from the church, and to be allowed to form a
distinct congregation. " The church," it is observed,

* Impeachment of Bishop Pierce, p. 8.

+ Walker's Attempt, part ii. p. 183.

f Wood's Athenffi Oxon. vol. i. p. 800.

S Crosby's Baptists, vol, i, p. 96, 103, 104.



184 LIVES OF THE PURITANS. .

" having grown very numerous, and being- more than could

in those times of persecalion conveniently meet together,

and believing that those persons acted from a principle of

conscience, asid not obstinacy, agreed to allow them the

liberty they desired." They formed themselves, therefore,

into a distinct church, Sepicmber 12, 1633, and chose Mr.

Spilsbury to the office ot pastor. This church, which

settled in Wapping, is thought to have been the first baptist

congregation in England.* In the year 1638, Mr. William

Kiffin, Mr. Thomas Wilson, and other celebrated persons,

became members of this church, + and the society appears to

have been in a flourishing condition.

In process of time, however, some disputes arose among
the members, on the subject of mixed communion. Those
who opposed it witiidrew, and formed a separate society,under

the care of Mr. Kiffin. This separation is said to have taken

place in I6r>3, soon after which the present baptist meeting-

house in Devonshire-square was built, where Mr. Kiffin and

his church assembhd for public worship.^ Mr. Spilsbury,

in 1644, subscribed the confession of faith set forth in the

name Ol the seven baptist congregations in London ; but

when' he died we have not been able to learn. It appears

that after the above separation he Avent to Ireland, where

he was highly respected, Henry Cromwell, in a letter

dated Dublin, March 8, 1654, addressed to Secretary

Thurloe, speaks in high terms of hira.^ He was a man of

an excellent spirit and great moderation.|| He published a

piece entitled, " The p' culiar Interest of the Elect in Christ

and his Saving Grace,"

CuTHBERT Sydenham, A. M.—This divine was born at

Truro in Cornwall, in the year 1622, and educated in St.

Alban's-hall, Oxford. He continued at Oxford till after

the commencement of the civil wars, and the place Avas

garrisoned by the royai forces ; at which time he left the

university, fuid esj^oused the cause of the parliament.

About the year 1644, he became lecturer of St. Nicholas

church, at Newcasile-upon-Tyne ;
" where," says Wood,

" by his constant and confident preaching, he gained more
respect thiui any venerable niinister in that or another

« Neal's Puritans, vol ii. p. 347.—Crosby's Baptists, vol. i. p. 148, 149,

+ Crosby's Baptists, vol. iii. p. 41, 42.

J Wilson's H'st. of Dissendna; Churches, vol. i. p. 401.
,

^ Tlmrioe's State Papers, vol! ii. p. 149.

11
£ailie's Anabaptism, p. 94, 118.
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corporation." This could not indeed be his fault. He was
undoubtedly most deserving of it. In the year 1650, by
virtue of letters from the commissioners of parliament, tor

regulating the university of Oxford, he was created master

of arts. In those letters they gave him a most excellent

character. He was a constant and zealous preacher, and
a man of great learning and piety, frequently exercising a
holy jealousy over his own heart.* But retiring to London
for the benefit of his health, and to superintend the printing

of some of his books, he there died, about March 25, 1 65i:,

aged thirty -two years.

His Works,— 1. A Chrisdan, Sober, and Plain Exercitation of the

two grand practical Controversies of tliese Times, Infant Iiaptism

and Singing of Psalms, 1653.—2, The great Mysterie of Godliness,

opened in several Sermons, 1654.—-3. Hypocrisie Discos ered in its

Nature and Workings, being the Sum of Seven Sermons, 1654.

—

4. The False Brother ; or, the Mapp of Scotland, drawn by an English

Pencil.—5. Anatomy of Joh. Lilbourn's Spirit and Pamplilcts ; or,

a Vindication of the Two Honouraljle Patriots, Oliver Cromwell,
Lord Governor of Ireland, and Sir Arth. Haselrigg, Knight and
Baronet; wherein the said Lilbourn is demonstratively proved to be
'a common Lyer, and unworthy of civil Converse,

William Erbery, A. B,—This person was born at

Roath-D;<gfield in Glamorganshire, in the year 1604, and
educated in, Brazen-nose college, Oxford. Having finished

his studies at the university, he entered into the ministerial

office, retired into Wales, and became vicar of St. Mary's

in Cardiff. Wood says that he was always schismatically

inclined, that he preached in conventicles, and that, for

refusing to read the king's declaration for sports on the

Lord's day, he was brought several times into the high

commission court at Lambeth, where he suffered for his

obstinacy. + The Bishop of Landaff, visiting his diocese in

the year 1634, pronounced Mr. Ert>ery a schismatical and
dangerous preacher ; and, for disobeying his majesty's in-

structions, he gave him judicial admonition, and threatened

to proceed further against him if he did not submit. Re-
fusing to debase himself by submission, contrary to truth

and his own conscience, the bishop, the year following, pre-

ferred articles against him in the high commission court,

threatening to punish him according to his deserts. In

1636 his lordship complained of the slow prosecution against

» Wood's Athenae Oxon. vol. ii. p. 100, 101,

+ Ibid. p. 103.
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bim, and observes, that " this made him persist in his by-
ways, and his followers judge him faultless." Though the

prosecution was slow, it was sure. It was committed into

tlie hands of proper persons, and success was certain.

Therefore, in the year 16S8, Mr. Erbcry was forced to

resign his vicarage, and he left the diocese in peace.*

Being thus deprived of his living, and driven from his

flock, he most probably went from place to place through

the country, and preached as he could obtain an opportu-

nity, as did his brethren, Messrs. Wroth, Cradock, and
Powell. In the year 1640, says Wood, he shewed himself

openly, preached against the bishops and ceremonies, and
made early motions towards independency. ^ Mr. Edwards,
with his usual scurrility, gives the following account of

him : " In the beginning of the parliament, he was an inde-

pendent, but by degrees is fallen to many gross errors,

holding universal redemption, &c. and is now a seeker, and
I know not what. This man was a chaplain in the Earl of

Essex's army a great while, and there did broach many
antinomian doctrines, and other dangerous errors: but

having left the army a good while smce, he was about

London, and did vent his opinions here. About last spring

he betook himself to the Isle of Ely for his ordinary resi-

dence, from whence he takes his progress into one county

or another in private liouses, venting his opinions amongst

well-affected people, under the habit of holiness. In July
last he was at Bury, where he exercised in private, some
forty persons being present, and declared himself for

general redemption; tliat no man whs punished for Adam's
sin ; that Christ died for ail ; aad Uiat the guilt of Adam's
sin should be imputed to jjo man. He said also, that withiu

a while God Avould raise up apostolical men, who should be

extraordinary to preach the gospel ; and after that shall be
the fall of Rome. He spake against gathering churcljes,

the anabaptists' re-baptizing, and said men ought to

wait for the coming of the Spirit, as the apostles did.

' Look, as in the wilderness they had honey and manna,
but not circumcision and the pr^ssover till tliey came into

Canaan; so now we may have many sweet things, con-

ference and prayer, but not a ministry and sacraments.

And then, after the fail of Rorj>e, there shall be new heavens

and a new earth : there shall be new Jerusalem ; and then

shall the church be one, one street in that city, and no more.*

* Wharton's Troubles of Laud, vol. i. p. 536—555.
i Athenee Oxou. vol. ii. p. 103.
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Not long after lie went to Northampton, where in a private

nieating the main scope of his exercise was, to speak against

th- certa :'.ty ahd sufficiency of the scriptures, alleging that

there was no cert'un(y to bu hi upon them, because there

were so many sevciai copies. He v»as also at Oundle,
Newport Pa4*nel, ana appointed shortly to r-turn agaui to

Bury."* The reader will judge for hijnselt how far this

acrount, from the ur.woithy pen of Mr. Edwards, is descrv-

iiig of credit.

Atter the surrender of Oxford in 1646, Mr. Erbery, still

a chaplain in the pa.liaineni's army, was sent thither;

where, says M'^ooil, "• he iiept his conventicles in a house

opjosite (o iVIv^rion college church, and used all the means
in his power in opposing the doctrine of th^" presbyterian

ministers, who were sent by the parliament to preach the

scholars into obedience." t He was certainly held in high
favour and esteem among the soldiers, but is said to have
envied the reputation of the presbyterians. While he was
at Oxford he opposed them in several public disputations.

At one time the subject of debate was, " Whether the

ministry of the clmrch ought to be entrusted to a select

number of persons?" In the conclusion, Mr. Erbery and
his party are said to have put the presbyterian disputants

under the same difficulty as our Lord did the unbelieving

Jews, by his question about John's baptism. For, demand-
ing of them, " whence they had their orders," they durst

not say, '' from the bisiiops," whom both sides confessed to

be antichrist Ian ; nor could they deny it, as they had all

been episcopally ordained ; so the shout went in favour of

Erbery 's party, and the meeting was dissolved, to the great

disturbance of the presbyterian disputants. Afterwards Mr.
Erbery had a disputation with Mr. Cheynel, one of the

presbyterian ministers. The debate was conducted in St.

Mary's church, when, it is said, he maintained, among
other things, " That the saints shall have the same worship,

honour, throne, and glory, as Christ now hath ; and shall

be endowed with a greater power of working miracles than

Christ had when he was on earth." The contest, which
lasted about four hours, was not carried without tumult;
and in the conclusion, each party retired claiming the

victory.^: The account of this dispute was afterwards

published by the adverse party, entitled, " A Relation of a

* Gangrrena, part i. p. 109, 110. Second edit.

+ Athenae Oxod. vol. ii. p. 104.

J AValker's Attempt, part i. p. 125, 126.
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Disputation in St. Mary's cbnrch in Oxon, between I\Ir,

Cheynel and Mr. Erbcry," \64i6. A particular detail of

o'her disputes which he had with the visitors was also pub-
lished by his opponents, entitled, " An Account ^iven to tlie

Parliament by the Ministers sent by them to Oxford," 1647.

In this piece they give a circumstantial account of their

disputations with Mr. Erbery, but not suihciently interesting

to deserve the reader's particular attention. Mr. Erbery hid
a public dispute with one Mr. Nichols, of which he gave a
particular account in a piece entitled, " A Dispute at

Cowbridge, (Glamorganshire,) with Mr. Henry Nichols,

Pastor of an Independent Church, and P^irson of a Parish-

Church."* But this is not more interesting than the

former.

Upon Mr. Erbery's departure from Oxford, says Wood,
" be went to London, where he vented his blasphemies in

several places against the glorious divinity and blood of

JesUs Christ, esp«ci: lly in his conv-nticle at Christ-church

wiihin Newgale, where those of his opinion met once a

week. He was at length brought before the committee of
plundered ministers at Westminster; when, to th'' admiration

of those who had heard his blasphemies, lie b^an to make
a solemn profession of his faith in orthodox language : but

the chairman took him up, and commanded him silence,

saying, ' We know your tricks well enough.' To say the

truth," adds our author, " he had language at command,
and could dissemble for matter of profit, or to avoid danger

;

and it was well known he Avas a mere canter." This
account, from the bigotted Jiistorian, is extremely partial

and incorrect, as appears from a particular narrative pub-
lished by Mr. Erbery himself, in which he denies many of

the charges alleged against him, and acquits himself of

others. The piece is entitled, " The Honest Heritique; or,

Ortliodox Blasphemer, accused of Heresie and Blasphemie,

but cleared of both by the judgment of God, and of good
Men, at a Committee for Plundered Ministers of the Parlia-

ment, March l^th, 165^2 : With a double Answer to Articles

charged against him; whereupon he was freed from his

Prison, and liberty granted by the Lord to preach

again."+
" October 12, 1653, Mr. Erbery and Mr. John Webster

endeavoured," says Wood, " to knock down learning and
the ministry together, in a disputation they had with two

* Erberj'i Testimony^ p. 252. + Ibid. p. 310.
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ministers in a church in Lombard-street. Erbery then
declared, that the wisest ministers and purest churches were
at that time befooled, confounded, and defiled by learning.

He said, also, that the ministers were monsters, beasts, asses,

greedy dogs, and false prophets ; that they are the beast

with seven heads and (en horns ; that Babylon is the clmrch
in her mhiisters; and that the great Whore is the church
in her worship. So that with him," he adds, " there was an
end of ministers, and churches, and ordinances together.

While these things were babbled to and fro, the multitude
being of various opinions, began to mutter, and many to

cry out, and immediately there was a tumult, wherein the

women bore away the bell, but some of them lost their

kerchiefs. And the dispute was so hot, that there was
more danger of pulling down the church than the

ministry."*

It is observed of Mr. Erbery, by one who appears to liave

been well acquainted with him, that the four principal

things upon which he chiefly dwelt in his ministry, were
vthe following : " That there was a measure of a pure appear-
ance of spirit and truth in the days of the apostles.—That
about tlie latter end of their days, or soon after, the spirit of
the Lord withdrew itself, and men substituted an external

and carnal worship in its stead.—That this apostacy was
not yet removed from the generality of professing christians,

notwithstanding their pretence of deliverance ; but that

they still lay under it, and were likely so to do for some
time.—That when the appointed season came, the apostacy
should be removed, and the new Jerusalem come down from
God, of which some glimpse might now appear in particular

saints
; yet the full view and accomplishment thereof seemed

to be at some distance."f

Mr. Baxter denominates him " one of the chief of the
anabaptists," and Mr. Neal calls him " a turbulent anti-

-nomian;"^ whereas he was neither the one nor the other.

Primitive baptism, he thought, consisted in going into the
water ankle-deep^ and not in a tolal immersion; but judged
that none have now any right to administer that ordinance
"without a fresh commission from heaven. In his views of
the trinity he was of the Subellion cast; and it appears
from the general strain of his writings, that he drunk very
deep in the spirit of mysticism. He was an admirer of tlifc

..J

* Athenae Oxen. vol. ii. p. 104. t Erbery's Tesfinaony, Pref.
i. Ne*l'i pBriUns, tel. iii. p. 397.
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Quakers, with whom his wife united,* and from whom he
expected t^r^eat lhirjr;s, hut did not unite with them. He
had formerly I 'boured lender a sore affliction, which had
deeply affected his head

; previous to which he was a man
of good p;.rts and an CAcellent scholar, zealous and suc-

cessful in his ministry, ^iid particulr.rly grave and religious

in his iife.t Mr. Christopher Love thus observes :
*' As for

Mr. Erbery, though he is fallen into dangerous opinions

;

yet, he being my spiritud father, I do na-urally care for

him ; and my heart cleaves more to him than to any man in

the world. I speak to the praise of God, he was the instru-

ment of my conversion nearly twenty years ago, and th6

means of my education at the university ; for which kind-

ness, the halt of what I have in the world 1 could readily

part with for his relief. It is true, about eight or nine years

since, he was plundered in Wales, and came to see me at

Windsor castle ; but a son could not make more of a father

than I did of him, according to my ability. When I had
not twelve pounds in the world, I let him have six of it ; and
I procured him to be chaplain to Major Skippon's regiment,

where he had eight shillings per day."^ He is characterized

by those of his own persuasion, as a holy and harmless

person, for which the world hatt d him.j He died in th6

mouth of April, 1654, aged fifty years.

His Works.— I. The a^reat Myslerie of Godliness: Jesus Christ

our Lord God and Man, and Man with God, one in Jesus Clnist our
Lord, 1640.—2. Ministers for Tythes, proving thcj are no Ministers

of the Gospel, 16.53.—3. Sermons on several Occasions, one of which
is entitled, " The Lord of Hosts," 16.53.—4. An Olive Leaf: or,

some peacealjle Considerations to the Christian Meeting at Christ's

Church in London, 1654.—5. The Reign of Christ, and the Saints

with him on Earth a Thousand Years, one Day, and the Day at

Land, 1654.—6. The Testimony of Wiliiain Erbery, left upon Record
for the Saints of succeeding Ages, 1658.—This contains several of th«

foregoing pieces.

Jeremtah WiiiTAKER, A.M.—Tliis excellent person

was born at Wakefield in Yorkshire, in the year 1599, and

educated in Sidney college, Cambridge, where he was held

in high estimation. He was religiously thoughtful from a

child; and when a boy at school he used to travel, in com-

pany with otliCiS, eight or ten miles to hear the gospel, and

unite with them in prayer and other religious exercises.

• Biog. Eritan. vol. v. p. 3199. EdU. 1747.

+ MS. Account. I Love's Vmdication, p. 36. Edit. 1651.

S Wood's Athenas Oxon. vol. ii. p. 104.
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He often said, in tlie days of his youth, " I had much
rather be a rainist(,'r of the gospel tlian an emperor."

While at the uuiveisity, he made considerable progress iu

the various branches of useful literature; and, upon his

removal, he settled at Oakham in Rutlandshire, where, for

some time, he taus^ht school. Here he became intimate

with Mr. Wdliani Peachy, an eminent scholar -md preacher,

whose dauo'hter he afterwards married. Having been at

Oakham about four years, he accepted the pastoral charge

at Stretton in tlie same county. He naturally cared for the

souls of the people, and the preaching of the gospel was

his beloved work. His heart was so deeply engaged in

the work, that, having received an invitation to become

master of a collge, he returned this reply : " My heart,"

said he, " doth more desire to be a constant preacher than

to be master of any college in the world."

Upon the publication of the Book of Sports, this amiable

divine, with multitudes of his brethren, was exposed to the

persecution of the ruling prelates. Though, for refusing to

read it, he was involved in some difficulties, he happily

escaped the malicious threatenings of his enemies. Being

afterwards required to afford pecuniary assistance for the

purpose of carrying on the war against the Scots, he refused,

and openly told the bishop, or his ch nicellor, that he could

Jiot do it with a good conscience ; for which, if one of his

friends had not paid the money, he would have suffered

suspensi(m and deprivation.*

Mr. Whitaker, having preached atStrctton thirteen years,

was chosen, in the year 1643, one of the assembly of

divines. This called him up to London, when he accepted

an invitation to the pastoral office of St. Mary Magdalen,

Bermondsey, in Southwark ; and he became one of the

morning lecturers at the Abbey church, Westminster. In

16^7 he was appointed a member of the first provincial

assembly holden in London, and was once chosen to the

office of moderator. During the same y€ar, by an order

from the house of lords, he was appointed, with Dr. Thomas
Goodwin, to have the oversight and examination of the

papers (o be printed for the assembly of divines. + The
year following he was in danger of being deprived of his

lecture at Westminster for refusing the engagement; but,

* Clark's Lives annexed to his Martyrologie, p. 264> 265.

+ Dissenting Brethren's Propobitions.



192 LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

on account of his universal esteem and great moderation,

he contiiiuPd unmolested.*

This Avorthy divine, during the latter part of his life, was
afflicted with most racking pains, but was of a most humble,

meek, and qniet spirit. Under tiiese tormenting agonies, he

never nuirmured, but, in the exeicise of faith and patience,

was entirely resigned to the wUl of God. He manifested so

excellent a spirit through the whole of his long and painful

affliction, that many persons were of opinion that God
desig)\ed him for a pattern of patience to posterity. When
his frienls asked him how he did, he usually replied, " The
bush is always bunung, but not consumed. And though

my pains he above the strength of nature^ they are not

above the supports of graced About two months before

his death, his pains became more extreme than ever, when
he rried thus unto the Lord : " O thou Father of mercies,

pity n e. Do not contend for ever. Consider my frame,

that I am but dust. My God, who hast made heaven and
earth, help m*. Oh! give me patience, and inflict what
thou wilt. If my patience was more, my pain would be

less. Dear Saviour, why dost thou cover thyself with a

thick cloud ? Blessed is the man that endureth temptation.

Consider, Lord, that I am thy servant. Lord, drop some
sweet comfort into these bitter waters. O that the blood of

sjjrinkling may allay my pains ! I am in a fiery furnace.

Lord, be with me, and bring me out refined from sin. When
I have sailed through the ocean of these pains, and look

back, I see ihey are all needful. I fly unto thee, O God !

Hide me under the shadow of thy wings, till the terrible

storm be overpast. O, my God! break open the prison

door, and set my poor captive soul at liberty. But enable

me willingly to wait thy time. No man ever more desired

life tlian I desire death. When will that day arrive that I

shall neither sin nor sorrow any more ? When shall thisT

earthly tabernacle be dissolved, that I may be clothed upon
with that house which is from heaven ? Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord ; for they rest from their labours."

Through the whole ofhis affliction he exercised an unshaken
confidence in God, and enjoyed an uninterruped assurance

of his favour. He called him im/ Father and mj/ God, and
said, " Consider, and save me, for I am thine. How long,

* Clark's Lives, p. 866.
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how lon^, sliall I not be remembered ? Yes, I am remem-
bered : hlesseil be thy name. This is a fiery cliariot, but
it wdl carry me to heaven. Bltssed be God, who has
hitherto su])|Jorfed me; who has delivered me, and wdl
deliver me." As the agonizing fits ol paiii W( re coming
upon him, he usually said, " Now, in ihe strength ol" the

Lord God, I will undergo these pains. Oh I my Gad, put
U'lderneaih thine everlasting arms, and str nii^ihen me."
Notwithstanding lill his pains a;id rcjarings, he otti n told his

friends, that he would not, for a thousand w>;rl !s, exchunga
states with any man on eitrth whom he looked upon ; s living

in a sta.e of sin. Tlie grand Jidversary of s uls could
never shake his confidence. He often said, " Through
mercy, I luive not one repining thought against God." As
he felt the fits coming on, he requested h;s friends to with-

draw, that they mi^ht not be gr.eved by hearing his groan-
ing.s; and he blessed God they were not obliged !o hear his

doleful lamentations. As the period of his dissolution

approached, his agonizing'fits brcame more lr<quentand
more painful ; but the Lord was, at length, ph ascd to deliver

him out of them all. He died June 1, l(ij4, aged fifty-fiv«

years, and his mortal remains were interred in Oerinondsey
church, when vast numbers of people honoured his fun< ral

by th( ir attendance.* His funeral sermon was preached by
Mr. Simeon Ashe, and afterwards published, entitled,

" Living Loves betwixt Christ and Hying Christians. A
Sermon preached at M. Magdalene, Bermondsey in Soutli-

wark, near London, June 6, 1654, at the Fuuerall of the

faithful Servant of Christ, Mr. Jeremiah \V'hit..ker, Minister

of the Gospel, with a Narrative of his exemplary Liie and
Death," 1654.

After Mr. Whitaker's death, his body was opened in the

presence of several physicians; when they lounii both his

kidnies full of ulcers, and one of them swelled to an
enormous size, and filled with purulent matter. In the neck
of his bladder, they found a stone about an inch and
half long, and an inch broad, weighing about two ounces,

which is supposed to have occasioned his racking pains.t
*' He was a constant and an excellent preacher, an
universal scholar, an eminent theologian, an able disputant,

and much given to acts of charity and liberality."t Mr.
Leigh says, '

' he was a pious and learned divine, mighty in

• Clark's Live?, p. 267—272.
+ Ibid. p. gif}.— Ashe's Fun. Ser. for Mr. Whitaker.

% Clark's Lives, p. 266.
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the scriptures, laborious in his ministerial function, fealous

for God's glory, and of a liumble, melting spirit, and a
wonderful instance of patience during the whole of his

heavy affliction."* Fuller includes him among the learned

writers of Sidney college, Cambridge.+ We have not been
able to collect any long list of his writings; only he
published c<'rt;!in sermons preached before the parliament,

and probably some others. Mr. William Whitaker, ejected

in IGGS, was his son

4

Mr. Whitaker, during his heavy affliction, wrote a letter

to the Protector Cromwell, the sight of which will be
highly gratifying to every inquisitive reader. It is tran-

scribed from the original in Mr. Whitaker's own hand, and
though there be no date, it was evidently written in the year
1651. It is addressed " To his Highness the Lord Pro-
tector," of which the following is a copy :§

*' May it please your highness to pardon this boldness in

presenting this book, composed by some godly men, to

appease the heat of the present controversies, wherein is

proved— ' That the office of the ministry is not the intru-

sion of men, but the institution of Jesus Christ.—That the

necessity of this office is perpetual.—That the ministry was
80 preserved under ajitichrist, that it is not antichristian.

—

That this office is peculiar to some, and not common to all.

—

And that they who assume this office must be called lawfully

at present, and also hereafter.' Ordination in general if

necessary, and how that is to be observed is justifiable.

" I cannot come to tender it, being confined to my cham-
ber under extreme tormenting pains of the stone, which
forceth me to cry and sorrow night and day. But blessed for

ever be the Lord, who hath begotten us to a lively hope and
joy by Jesus Christ; that tl>e thoughts of eternity do
sweeten the bitter things of time : that, when we are weary
of the things of this life, we may greatly rejoice in hope of
a better. In this dying condition, give me leave to tender

many thanks to your highness for taking away the engage-
ment, whereby you have greatly refreshed the consciences
of many. The good Lord recompense this great act of
mercy, and enlarge your heart to prevent the like snares in

future, at which the worst of men frown, and the best of
men mourn. And the same God who hath raised you above
other men, still raise you to be higher than yourself^ far

* Leigh's Religion and Learning, p. 364.
+ History of Cambrido:e, p. 154.

% Palmer's Noncoii. Mem. vol. i. p. 15T.

S Sloane'sMSS. ^o.4I59.
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above all these dominions, and tlirofies, and powers ; that

you may account all these things low and little, dregs and
dust, dung and dross, in comparison of things eternal.

Also, what poor things are Porapey, Cassar, Nimrod, and
Nebuchadnezzar, to the Abels, whose thoughts are fixed

on things everlasting

!

'' May it please your highness to consider seriously, how
religion is not only weakened by divisions, but almost
"wasted by the daily growing of alterations. The reins of
government a long time have been let loose, and are now
lost in the church totally : in families extremely so, that
masters know not how to order their servants, nor parents
their children. All grow willing to command, but unwilling
to be commanded : sabbaths are generally profaiied, ordi-
nances despised, the youth playing whilst the minister is

preaching, the consciences of many growing wanton, abus-
ing liberty to all licentiousness. And there are none left in

places to put oftenders to shame for any of tliese abomina-
tions. The good Lord persuade your heart to appoint such
justices whose principles and practice lead them to restrain

vice; who do account the sabbath their delight, that the
inferior officers may be by them encouraged.
" I beseech you also, in the bowels of Jesus Christ, to

remember the many poor prisoners in the land, who in
uprightness of their heart lent the greatest part of their

estate upon public faith. The Romans were forced in like

straits to borrow of the people; but it is recorded to their

glory, that their wars were no sooner ended than these

public debts were discharged. Let not p iganish Rome rise

up in the day of judgment to condc mn unfaithful England.
The neglect of this will involve the land in national guilt.

I am persuaded, it the Lord help you to defray these debts,

that you shall win the hearts of very many, and stop the
moufhs of your groafcst adversaries.

" And now that I have taken upon me to speak, let not
your highness be angry with your poor servant, if he
implore your pi<y and candour, anl petition for the safe

return of Mr. Cawton, a sincere servant of Christ; who,
being involved in th'^ business for which Mr. Love suffered

death, hjif a ye^ir since suffered a voluntary banishment in

great extremity and hardship. May not the blood of Love
Buffer for that offence ? Have not others in oiher kinds done
as much and more, and ye( found favour ? I beseech your
honour's protection, that the beginning of your government
may be with acts of grace ; and oli that such a day of
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release mi2:lit come that your highness might see it, both

for your honour and safety, to prochiim liberty to the

captives, and the opening of the prison to them who have
been long bound. The God of glory help you to lay such
foundations in common equity and righteousness, that you
m? y leave the nation in a better condition Avhen you die

than you found it : that you may give up your account

with joy; which is the hearty prayer of,

" Your highnesses humble servant,

'< Jer. Whitaker."

His Works.— I. Christ the Settlement of Unsettled Times, ft

Sermon preached before the Hcmoiirable House of Commons, at their

late public l^ast, 23 Jan. I6i2, printed 1642.—2. The Christian'*

Hope Triumphing, in a Sermon preached before the Right HonoMt-
able the House of Lords, in Abbey-church, Westminster, May 18,

being the Day appointed for solemn and public Humiliation, 1645.

—3. The Danger of Greatnesse ; or, Uzziah, his Exaltation and
Destruction, a Sermon before the Lords and Commons in Parliament,

and the Assembly of Divines, in the Church of St, INIartin's in th»

Fields, January 14, 1645, being a special Day of Humiliation set

•part to seek God's Direction in the settling of Church Govern-
Bient, 1646.

William Strong, A. M.—This excellent minister

received his education in Katherine-hall, Cambridge, of
which he was chosen fellow. The master of the college was
the celebrated Dr. Sibbs. Upon leaving the university, he
was presented to the living of Long Crichill in Dorsetshire,

where he continued till he was forced to flee from the cava-
liers.* He then tied to London, where he often preached
before the parliament, was chosen one of the additional

divines to the assembly, and minister of St. Dunstan's in the

West. After some time he gathered a congregation upon
the plan of the independents, which assembled in West-
minster abbey, and was composed of many parliament men
and persons of quality residing in Westminster. t He was
chosen to the office of pastor in this society, December 9,

1650, upon which occasion he delivered a sermon on the

order of a gospel church, which may be seen among hig

select sermons published after his death. He was after-

wards nominated one of the triers for the approbation of
preachers.^

• Wood's Athenfe Oxon. vol. ii. p. 139.
+ Calamy's Account, vol. ii. p. 41.

:f
Bisliop Kcnnet pours great calumny upon those learned divines wb»

were appointed triers. " By the questions they were wont to ask," sayt
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Mr. Strong died in the vigour of life, and was buried in
the Abbey church, July 4, 1654 ; but his remiins were dug
up at the resfoiation and thrown into a pit dug o i purpose
in St. Mirgaret's church-yard ; but of this bruial traiisaction

a more particular account is given in another place.* Mr.
Obadiah S/dgwick, who preached his funeral sermon, says,
"that he was so plain in heart, so deep in judgment, so
painful in study, so frequent, exact, and laborious in
preaching, ;>nd, in a word, so emi-iently qu ilified for all the
duties of the ministerial office, thit he did not know his

equaL^'t Mr. Strong published several sermons and
theological treatises in his life-time ; and others were pub-
lished after his death. Among these we fin!, in qua to,
*' Thirty-one select Sermons, preached on special Occasions.
By William Strong, that godly, able, and fiilhfnl Muiister
of Christ, lately of the Abbey at Westminster, 1656." To
this volume there is a preface by Dr. Thomas Manton, Mr.
John liowe, and Mr. George Griffith. There is another
preface by Dr. Henry Wilkinson, d an of Christ's (Church,
who givt's the follovviug account of Mr. Strong's character:

" There is an excellent vein in his sermons, as one s 'ith

m the like case, the farther you search the richer tr -asure
you are likely to find. That which made his sermons pass
with so great approbation of the most judicious hearers,
when he was alive, and will !)e a passport to h's wrifnigs
though posthumous, was, that he followed the advice of the
Apostle to Timothy, studying to shew himself approved to

God, a workman that need not be ashamed, righllj/ dividing
the ii)ord of truth. He made preaching his work. He was so
much taken up in this work, that to my knowlediie he was
often in watchings a great part of the night, besides his
pains in his day studies. Jjut, besides that very great
diligence and travail of head and heart, and that unseason-
able and hard study, that he laid out in his sermons, he had
a special faculty ot keeping close to his text and business in
Land: which, as it is very requisite in a preaciier, so it is

very advantageous to commend a discourse to the most
judicious ear. That which further contribute I to his

excellency in preaching, was his skill and deep insight into
the mvstery ot godliness, and the doctrine of the free grace
of God. And as to the mystery of iniquity within us, he
was well studied in the soul's anatomy, and could dexterously

he, *' a man could not teU what they aimed at, except it was to advanca
Quakerism, or make wav for Mahometism."

—

NeaCs Puritans, vol. iy.

p. 103.—Kennefs Chronicle, p. 714.
» See Art. Dr. William Twisse. + Strong's Funeral Sermon.
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dissect the old man. He understood well the mystery of

uiiquity without us, of Satan and antichrist ; and, by his

knowledge of these mysteries, he was able to advance the

kingdom and honour of our Lord Christ in the hearts and

lives of his hearers ; to discover Satan's depths, and to dis-

appoint his plots and devices. There was one thing more
which added very much unto him and to his labours m
preaching, and made him successful in clearing dark places,

and searching further into the deep mines of the word, arid

that was his constant recourse to the originals, in whul- lie

had good skill. By these means he went beyond mos) ot I, is

brethren in the work of the ministry ; so that his sermoiis had
always something above the ordhiary reach, and a ceituin

strain answering the advantage and happiness of the age in

which he lived. There was so great a wtight, boih of words

and sense, in this our author's seimorss, and so nuich of

worth, that they appeared as good upon a nariovv disquisition

as they seemed to be when tlsey weic dehvered. T. he igno-

rance or want of a clear kn()v\kflge of the doctrine of the

covenant of grace, God's rich and free grace in the business

of our salvation, was formerly, and is still, the cause of many
errors in the church. The author of these sermons had
arrived to an excellency and height in this doctrine, beyond
the most that I ever read or knew. Had he lived to have

perfected his labours about the covenant of grace, I pre-

sume 1 may say they had surpassed all that went before.

Though his adversaries did very much endeavour to asperse

him, yet he proved them to be unjust and false. He was as

happy in the purity and innocency of his life as he was for

the fervour which, through grace, he erected in his preach-

ing."*

Mr. George Griffith, in his preface to Mr. Strong's

sermons, entitled, " The Heavenly Treasure," 1656, gives

the following account of the author :
" It is abundantly mani-

fest to most of the godly through the nation, but more
especially in the city of London, with what singular ability,

strong affection, and good success, Mr. Strong employed and
spent himself in the service of the gospel. He did the work
of him who sent him while it was day ; because, as he often

said, the night was coming when no man can work. While
he had the opportunity, neither the flatteries nor the frowns of

men could hinder him from his beloved exercise. He-
preached the word with much freedom and boldness, and

• Wilkinson's Preface to Mr. Strong's Thirty-one Sermons.
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iivithout fear or partiality. He was not of them who corrupt

the word of God, but declared all the divine counsel. He
often told me that one chief object of his study and prayer to

God was, that he might be led into all truth, and teach the

same both seasonably and profitably. God appointed him to

labour in those places where all his abilities might be exer-

cised, and shine forth in all their lustre. Though he com-
monly preached four times a week, and frequently oftener,

his sermons were not tilled with empty notions ; but were

well studied and enriched with substantial matter, the com-
position being close, elaborate, and pithy. And while he

laboured more to profit than to please, he never failed to

please as well as profit those who heard him. What he

delivered harmonized one part with another, and was ever

supported M'ith strong arguments. He compared spiritual

things with spiritual; yet not with the enticing words of

man's wisdom, but in full demonstration of the Spirit. Being

filled with the Spirit, he was enabled to do much work in a

little time. He did not wear out with rusting, but with using.

He exhorted professors of the gospel, however they might

differ about matters of discipline, to maintain good zcorks,

and bringforth the fruits of righteousness. He laboured to

bring all parties to live a holy life. Indeed, he well knew
that persons zealous about external matters, might shew with

what party they sided ; but by the holiness of their lives only,

could they know that they were on the Lord^s side. Hence
he pressed the duties of self-examination and self-denial with

great earnestness and exactness, lest any persons should pro-

fess Christianity out of faction, carrying a pagan heart under a

christian name."*
The learned Mr. Theophilus Gale, who published Mr.

Strong's " Discourse of the Two Covenants," in 1678, gives

him the followins; character :
" He was a wonder of nature

for natural parts, and a miracle of grace for deep msight mto
the more profound mysteries of the gospel. He iiad a spirit

capacious and prompt, sublime and penetrant, profound and

clear; a singular sagacity to pry into the more difficult texts

of scripture, an incomparable dexterity to discover the secrets

of corrupt nature, a divine sapience to explicate the mysteries

of grace, and an exact prudence to distribute evangelical

doctrines, according to the capacity of his auditors. He was
a star of the first magnitude in the right hand of Christ, to

diffuse the resplendent light of the gospel. And as he

• GriflSth's Preface to Mr. Strong's Hcarenly Treasure.



fOO LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

transcended most of tliis age in the explanation of evangelical

truth, so, in his intelligence and explication of the Two Cove-

nants, he seems to excel himself: this being the study of his

life, and that whereon his mind was mostly intent. The
notices I received from his other works gave me a great

impression of his divine wisdom ; but what mine eyes have

seen, and my thoughts iinbided of his incomparable intel-

ligence, from his elaborate Discourse of the Tico Covenants^

assures me, that not the half zeas told me by his works for-

merly published. He was, indeed, a person intimately and
familiarly acquainted wiih the deepest points in theology

;

but especially those which relate to the covenant of grace."*

The learned Dr. Thomas Manton styles him '* an eminent
and a faithful servant of God, a man eloquent and mighty in

the sciiptures, and a burning and shining light in the church,

of Chnst."t

His Works.— 1. Thirty-one Select Sermons, preached on special

Occasions, I66G.— 2. The Heavenly Treasure. 1056.—3. Commnnion
witli God, tlie Saint's Privileji^e and Duty, 1656.—4. A Treatise on
the Subordination of Man's Will to the Will of God, 1657.—5. Ilell

Torments, 1672.—6. A Discourse of the Two Covenants, 1678.J-*
7. The Parable of the Prodigal.

Thomas Gataker, B. D.—This celebrated divine wa*
the son of Mr. Thomas Gataker, another puritan divine, the

pastor of St. Edmund's, Lombard-street, London. He was
born in the metropolis, September 4, 1574, and educated in

St. John's college, Cambridge, where he had Mr. Henry
Alvey for his tutor. He greatly distinguished himself by his

assiduous application; and he is mentioned among those

ardent students who attended the private Greek lectures

given by the learned Mr. John Boys, in his chamber, at four

o'clock in the morning.^ He was afterwards chosen fellovr

of Sidney college, in the same university. He entered with

great reluctant e on the ministerial work while he was at the

university, when he engaged with Mr. William Bedell, after-

wards Bishop of Kilmore, and some others, in the pious and
laudable work of preaching every Lord's day in the adjacent

« Rale's Summary, prefixed <o Mr. Strong's " Discourse of the CovC'.
Bants."

+ Manton's Preface to Mr. Strong's Heavenly Treasure.

% This is very evanfrclical, and uncommonly judicious.— TVilliams^s
Christian Preacher, p. 44S.

^ Aikin's Lives of Seldeu and Usher, p. 408.
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country, where their labours M'ere most wanted. Having
continued these exercises some time, he removed to London,
and became domestic chapkiin to Sir V\ ilham Cook, to wliose

lady he was nearly related. His admirable talent for preach-

ing soon gained him so great a reputation, that, in the year

1601, he was chosen preacher to the honourable society of

LincolnVinn ; where, for the space of ten years, he laboured

with great acceptance, popularity, and usefulness. Previous

to Mr. Gataker's settlement in this situation, Mr. Ley, after-

wards Earl of Marlborough and lord treasurer, having been
present, with his lady, when Mr. Gataker preached at

St. Martin's in the Fields ; on their return home she asked an
old servant how he liked the preacher. " Why truly," said

the man, " he's a pretty pert boy ; and he made a reasonable

good sermon." Not many weeks after, Mr. Ley, returning

from Lincoln's-inn, said to his lady, " I will tell you some
news. That young man, whom you heard at St. Martin's, is

chosen lecturer at Lincoln's-inn." The old servant standing

by and hearing this, said, " What ! will the benchers be
taught by such a boy as he i" Mr. Gataker having observed
in one of his sermons, that it was as lawful for the husband-
man to cultivate his ground as for counsellors to confer with
their clients and give advice on the Lord's day ; the appro-
priate admonition was well received, and occasioned the

alteration of the time of public worship ; for, instead of preach-
ing at seven o'clock in the morning, as had been the constant

practice, he was desired to preach at the usual hour of morn-
ing service. He did not, however, entirely leave Sir William
Cook's family, but in the vacations went down to their seat

in Northamptonshire, where, during his stay, he preached
constantly, sometimes in their domestic chapel, and some-
limes in the parish church. In this he acted purely from the

motive of christian piety, uninfluenced by any worldly consi-

derations, as very clearly appeared from the following circum-
stance, peculiarly honourable to his memory: our author, after

stating this fact, innnediately adds, " And this he did w ith an
apostolical mind, not for filthy lucre, but freely making the

gospel a burden only to the dispenser. Yet such was the

devotion of that religious pair, (Sir William and his lady,)

that they would not serve God without cost; for they after-

wards, in consideration of those pains, freely taken, settled

upon Mr. Gataker an annuity of twenty pounds per annum,
which he indeed received a few years ; but afterwai ds he
remitted it unto the heir of tliat family, forbearing to use
the right he had, and forbidding his executor to claim any
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arrears of that annuity. This is mentioned to shew the

generous temper of his christian soul."*

Mr. Gataker's learned preaching to the above society, as

it gave him much satisfaction, so it gained him great reputa-

tion ; and, if it had accorded with his views, would have pro-

cured liim considerable preferment. But when various valuable

benefices were offered him, he refused to accept of them, con-

cluding that the charge of o//e congregation was sufficient for

one man. He therefore chose to remain in his present situa-

tion, in which, though his salary was small, his employment
was honourable, and his condition safe. Moreover, it airorded

him great leisure for the pursuit of his studies, in which he
was very assiduous, particularly the holy scriptures in the

original languages, the fathers of the chufch, and the best

Writers among the Greeks and Romans.
In the year I6II, he was prevailed upon, not without

some difficulty, to accept of the rectory of Rotherhithe iu

Surrey, a living of considerable value, with which he was

much importuned to hold his former office ; but that being

inconsistent with his principles, he absolutely refused. In

this situation, notwithstanding an almost perpetual head-ache

with which he was afflicted from his youth, he continued for

many years to discharge his numerous pastoral duties with

unremitting and indefatigable industry, and to feed the flock

of Christ over which the Holy Ghost made him overseer,

God greatly blessing his labours. Although he had not com-

mitted any of his learned productions to tJie press
;
yel his

celebrity for erudition was so great, that he held a regular

correspondence with the learned Dr. Usher, afterwards the

celebrated primate of Ireland. Some of his epistles are still

preserved, and afford sufficient testimonies of the nature and

extent of his studies, and of his unremitting care to pre?rerve

the unpublished works of some of the ancient divines. These

letters contain very shining proofs of his modesty and humi-

lity, which do not always accompany profound literary acquire-

ments. Mr. Gataker's iirst letter is dated from Rotlierhithe,

March IS, \6\G, in which he informs Usher, that he had in

his possession a manuscript, containing certain treatises

which he could not learn ever to have been printed; among

which was " Guielmus de Santo Amore, de pericuiis novissi-

morum temporum," and an oration delivered in writing to the

Pope at Lyons, by Robert Grosdiead, formerly Bishop of

Lincoln.

• Clkrk's Livci annexed to Martyrologie, p. 148—131.
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" Some of these," says he, " peradventure, if they be not

abroad aheady, might not be unworthy to see the light, nor

should 1 be unwilling, if they should be so esteemed, to bend
my poor and weak endeavours that way. But, of that oration to

the pope, certain lines, not many, are pared away in mj
copy, though so as the sense of them may be guessed and
gathered from the context; and in the other treatises there

are many faults that cannot easily, or possibly some of them
without help of other copies, be amended. My desire is to

understand from you, whether, at your being in England, for

I wot well how careful you were to make inquiry after such

monuments, you lighted upon any of these, and where, or in

whose hands they were."

In another letter to Usher, dated from Rotherliilhe, June

24, 1617, he writes thus:—" I esteem myself nuich beholden

unto you, as for your former love, so for this your late kind-

ness, m vouchsafing me so large a letter, with so full instruc-

tions concerning this business, that I was bold to break unto

you, though the same, as by your information appeareth, were
wholly superfluous. True it is, that though not fiilly pur-

posed to do ought therein myself, willing ratlier to have

offered mine endeavours and furtherance to some others."

Having mentioned two of the manuscripts, he adds, " But
I perceive Viow, by your instructions, that the one is out

already, and the other perfect and fit for the press, in the

hands of one better furnished and fitter for the performance

of such work than myself, whom I would therefore incite to

send what he hath perfect abroad, than by his perfect copy,

having pieced out mine imperfect one, to take his labours out

of his hand. I have heard, since I wrote to you by Mr. Bill, -

that Sir Henry Savile is about to publish Bishop Grosthead's

epistles, out of a manuscript remaining in Merton college

library. If I meet with your countryman Malachy, at any

time, I will not be unmindful of your request. And if any

good office may be performed by me for you here, either

about the impression of your learned and religious labours, so

esteemed and desired, not of myself alone but of many others

of greater judgment than myself, or in any other employment
that my weak ability may extend itself unto, I shall be ready

and glad upon any occasion to do my best therein."*

Dr. Usher and iMr. Gataker had an ardent predilection for

publishing the remains of ancient divines, which introduced

them to an acquaintance with each other, and occasioned their

* Parr's Life of Usher, p. 3T—76.
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friendly correspondence. The letters of our divine, it is said,

shew his true genuis and disposilion, and will account for that

hot and eager opposition which his writings met with, when
he ventured to publish his opinions fiom ihe press. As he
never wrote upon any subject which he had not fully studied,

and thoroughly examined what had been said upon it by men
of all ages and ail parlies; so his penetrating skill in distin-

guishing truth, and his honest zeal in supporting it, laid him
continually open to the clamours of those Vvho had nothing iu

view, but the maintenance of those systems to which they
were attached from their education, or the magnifying of such
notions as were popular in those times ; and, by defending
which, they were sure to have numeious admirers, though
their want of learning, and the weakness of their arguments,
were ever so conspicuous. But in these kind of disputes,
such furious opponents were sure to have the worst ; and ho\T
considerable soever they might be, either in figure or number,
they served only to heighten the lustre of his triumph. For,
It IS added, as the modesty of his nature vA'ithheld him from
printing any thing till he was forty-five years of age ; so by
that time his judgment was so contirmed, and his learning,

supported by an extraordinary and almost incredible memory,
so greatly extended, that he constantly carried his point, and
effectually baffled all the attempts to envelope again in dark-
ness and obscurity any subject that he had once proposed to
enlighten.

The great regularity of his life, his unblemished character,
and the general esteem in which he was held by the greatest

and best men in the nation, fortiiied him sufficiently against
all those low and little artitices by which a w riter, deficient iu

any of these respects, would certainly have suffered. He had
not the least tincture either of spleen or arrogance in his

nature ; and though it be true that he gave no quarter to the
arguments of his adversaries, notliing could provoke him to
strike at their persons. He always remembered that the prize

contended for was truth, and that, for the sake of obtaining it,

the public undertook to sit as judges: he was cautious, there-

fore, of letting fall any thing that was unbecoming, or that
might be indecent or ungrateful to his readers to peruse.
He was not, however, so scrupulous as to forbear disclosing
vulgar errors, through fear of giving the multitude offence.

His modesty might, indeed, hinder his preferment, but it

never obstructed his duty. He understood perfectly well
how easily the people may be wrought either to superstition

or profaneness ; and no man could be more sensible than h«
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was, that true religion was as far distant from the one as from

the olher. He was well acquainted with the arts of hypo-

crites, and thought it as necessary to guard against them as

to avoid the allurements of open libertines. He understood

that souls might be ensnared, as well as seduced ; and that

canting words, and a solemn shew of sanctity, might enabls

presumptuous or self-interested persons to put a yoke upon
the necks of christians, very different from the yoke of Jesus

Christ.*

This is certainly a very high character of our learned divine.

He was very careful, in the exercises of the pulpit, to preach

not only sound, but suitable doctrine, such as might edify anj

christian congregation ; and was particularly appropriate to

the people of his charge. His desire to discharge his dutj

induced him, among other subjects, to discourse on one both

curious and critical, which he applied to common use. Tliis

was the ficiture of lots, about which much had been written,

and more spoken ; from which, in the opinion of the learned

Gataker, some very great inconveniencies had arisen. He,
therefore, thought, that, by a minute investigation of the sub-

ject, it might give his congregation clear and correct views of

the nature, use, and abuse of lots, and might prove very

beneficial to them. This induced him to handle the matter,

as he did all subjects, freely, fully, and fairly ; without sus-

pecting, however, that this would oblige him to have recourse

to the press, and involve him in a long and troublesome

controversy. Some ill-disposed persons reported that he
defended dice and cards, with other groundless stories

;

which induced him to publish his thoughts on the subject in

a small treatise, " in which," says my author, " it is hard to

say whether the accuracy of the method, the conclusiveness

of his reasoning, or the prodigious display of learning, de-

serves most to be admired." He dedicated his work to

Sir Henry Hobart, bart. chief justice of the common-pleas,
with all the benchers, barristers, and students of Lincoln's-inn,

as a mark of his gratitude and respect for their past favours.

This piece made a great noise in the world, and gained the

author great reputation.

The title of this learned treatise is, " Of the Nature and
Use of Lots, a Treatise Historical and Tlieolcgical, written

by Thomas Gataker, B. of D. sometime Preacher at Lin-
coln's-inn, and now Pastor of Rotherhithe," I619. In the

preface to the judicious and ingenuous reader, he observes,

• Biojf. Britaa. toI. iy. p. 8160.
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that how backward he had ever been to publish any thing

from the press, they knew best who had olien pressed him
thereto, but had never till that time prevailed. " A twofold

necessity," says he, " is now imposed upon me of doing
somewhat in this kind, partly by the importunity of divtr?

christian friends, religious and judicious, who having either

heard, being partakers of my public ministry, or heard of by
the report of others, or upon request seen some part of this

weak work, have not ceased to solicit the further publishing

of it ; as also partly, and more especially, by the iniquity of

some others ; who, being of a contrary judgment on some
particulars therein disputed, have been more forward than

was fit, by unchristian slanders, and uncharitable censures,

to tax and traduce both me and it." He then remarks, that,

if any should surmise that these kind of writings might occa-

sion too much liberty, a thing not necessary in that licentious

age; he answers briefly, " First, that it is unequal, that, for the

looseness of some, the consciences of those that be godlj
should be entangled and ensnared ; and, secondly, that who-
soever shall take no more liberty than is here given shall be
sure to keep within the bounds of piety and sobriety, of

equity and of charity, than which I know not what can be

more required. For no sinister ends, I protest before God's
face, and in his fear, undertook I this task ; neither have 1
averred or defended any thing therein but what I am verily

persuaded to be agreeable to God's word."

The first chapter describes what a lot is, and treats of
lottery in general ; tlie second, of chance or casualty, and of
casual events ; the third, of the several sorts or kinds of lots

;

the fourth, of ordinary lots ; the fifth, of the lawiulness of

such lots, with cautions to be observed in the use of them

;

the sixth, of ordinary lots lusorious, and of the lawfulness of

them ; the seventh contains an answer to the principal objec-

tions against lusorious lots ; the eighlh, an answer to the

lesser aigumen'is used against them ; the ninth, of cautions

to be observed in the use of them ; the tenth, of extraor-

dinary or divinitary lots ; the eleventh, of the unlawfulness of

such lots ; the twelfth contains an admonition to avoid them,

with an ausv.jer to some arguments produced in the defence

of them, and the conclusion of the whole. The second
edition of this treatise, revised, corrected, and enlarged by
the author, was published in 162?.

The publication of the fiist edition of this work drevr

Mr. Gataker into a public controversy, which continued many
years. A very warm writer, who had been misled by com-



T. GATAKER, Juw. 207

mon report, tendered what he took to be a refutation of his

doctrine, to those who were then intrusted with the hcensing of

the press. But his performance, being written with greater

appearance of anger than argument, was stopped ; which the

passionate writer considered as an additional injury, and of

which he so loudly complained, that our author, who onlj

sought the investigation of truth, generously interposed, and

opened the way as well for his adversary as for himself.

He was, indeed, convinced that he could not better defend

Jiis own character and sentiments against evil reports, than bj

affording his virulent adversary the fairest opportunity. He
did not, however, treat him with total silence. After the

publication of his opponent's angry piece, he employed his

pen in a most learned refutation of his arguments and objec-

tions, in a work entitled, " A just Defence of certain Pas-

sages in a former Treatise concerning the Nature and Use of

Lots, agamst such exceptions and oppositions as have been
made thereunto by !Mr. J. J3. i. c. John Balmford, wherein

the insufficiency of his Answers given to the Arguments
brought in defence of a Lusorious Lot is manifested ; the

imbecility of his Arguments produced against the same further

discovered ; and the point in controversy more fully cleared,"

1623.

About twelve years after, ISIr. Gataker had to contend witk

more learned opponents, and he found himself under the

necessity of publisliing a defence of his sentiments in Latin,

against two very learned men who had written on the same
subject. His treatise is entitled, " Thomae Gatakeri Lon-
dinatis Antithesis partim Gulielmi Amesii partim Gisberti

Vaetii de sorfe Thesibus reposita," l637- In this performance

he discovered, as in all the productions of his pen, his great

piety, modesty, and erudition.*

Mr. Gataker, in the year 1620, made a tour into the Low
Countries, which gave him a very favourable impression of

the protestaniism of the Dutch, and doubtlessly inclined him
to the religious moderation by which he was characterized.

While he gave much satisfaction to the protestants, by his

preaching to the English church at Middleburg, he excited

the warm displeasure of the catholics, by disputing v. ith great

freedom and boldness against the ablest of their priests.

Though he might not convert them, he certainly confounded

them, which occasioned their great resentment. His mother,

therefore, knowing his fei-vent zeal in tlie cause of truth, and

* Biog. Britan, vol. iv. p. 2160—2365.
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the provocation his viorks had ah'eady given, had certainly

Bome cause to apprehend his danger from a party never

famous for their moderation. Upon his return he applied

himself, with his former assiduity, to his beloved studies and
the duties of his charge. He also addressed a letter to his

learned and pious friend Usher, now preferred to a bishopric, in

which he gives a very affecting description of the state of the

foreign protestants. In this letter, dated from Rotherhithe,

September 29, 1621, he expresses himself as follows:
" My duty to your lordship remembered. This messenger

so fitly offering himself to me, I could not but in a line or

two salute your lordship, and therefore signify my continued

and deserved remembrance of you, and hearty desire of your
welfare. By this time I presume your lordship is settled m
your weighty charge of oversight, wherein 1 beseech the

Lord in mercy to bless your labours and endeavours, to the

glory of his own name and the good of his church, never

more oppressed and opposed by mighty and malicious adver-

saries, both at home and abroad; never in foreign parts

generally more distracted and distressed than at present. Out
of France there is daily news of murders and massacres,

cities and town taken, and all sorts put to the sword. Nor
are those few that stand out likely to hold long against the

power of so great a prince, having no succours from without.

In the Palatinate likewise all is reported to go to ruin. Nor do
the Hollanders sit, for ought I see, any surer; for that the coals

that have been heretofore kindled against them about trans-

portation of coin, and the fine imposed for it, the quarrels

of the East Indies, and the command of die narrow seas,

the interrupling of the trade into Flanders, &.c. are daily

more and moie blown up, and fire bcginneth to break out,

which I pray God may not burn up both them and us.

" I doubt not, woithy sir, but you see as well, yea much
belter I suppose, than myself and many others, being able

further to pierce into the state of the times, and the conse-

quences of these things, what need the forlorn flock of Christ

hath of hearts and hands to help to repair her ruins ; and to

fence that part of the fold that as yet is not so openly broken
down, against the incursions of such ravenous wolves, as,

having prevailed so freely against the other parts, will not in

likelihood leave it also unassaulted : as also what need she

hath, if ever, of prayers and tears (her ancient principal

armour) unto Him who hath the hearts and hands of all men
in his hand, and whose help (our only hope as things novr

stand) is oftentimes then most present when all human helps
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and hopes do fail. But these lament-able occurrences carry
me farther than I had purposed when I put my pen to paper.
I shall be right glad to hear of your lordsiiip's health and
welfare, which the Lord vouchsafe to continue

;
gladder to

see the remainder of your former learned and laborious work
abroad. The Lord bless and protect you. And thus ready
to do your lordship any service I may in these parts, I
rest, &:c."»

Mr. Gataker had not yet finished all his writings on points
of controversy. His zeal and courage in the cause of pro-
testantism engaged him to enter the list of disputants against

the popish party. Observing that the papists laboured to

prove the doctrine of transubstantiation to be agreeable to

the holy scriptures, he resolved to shew, in the most con-
vincing manner, the absurdity and impossibility of their

attempts; and, having driven them from this, which was
their strongest post, he prosecuted his attack, and forced

his opponents to quit every other refuge. This he did in his

work entitled " Transubstantiation declared by the Popish
Writers to have no necessary Foundation in God's Word,"
1624. He also published a " Defence" of this work. His
learned performances in this controversy proved a great and
seasonable service to the cause of protestants, and very

deservedly rendered him conspicuous in the eyes of the most
worthy persons of those times, who admired his erudition and
his fortitude as much as his humility and his readiness to

serve the church of Christ.t

In the year 1640, he vi'as deeply engaged in the controversy

about justification, which greatly increased his reputation.

In 1643, he was chosen one of the assembly of divines, and
constantly attended during the session. His endeavours in

this learned synod, for promoting truth and suppressing

error, were equally strenuous and sincere
;
yet his study of

peace was so remarkable, that when his reason concerning

Christ's obedience in order to our justification, could not

obtain the majority of that assembly, by whom the question

was determined contrary to his sense, his peaceable and pious

spirit caused him to keep silence, and hindered him from
publishing the discourses which he had designed to publish

on that subject. In the year 1644, he was chosen one of the

committee for the examination of ministers. He was re-

peatedly urged to take his doctor's degree, but he always

Parr's Life af Usher, p. 76. + Biog. Britan. Tol. ir. p. 2164,

VOL. III. P
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refused : and when he was oflfered the mastership of Trinity

college, Cambridge, by the Earl of Manchester, he declined

the honourable preferment.*

Mr. Gataker, content with his own pastoral charge, was
more ambitious of doing good to others than of exaltmg him-

self; he thertfoie assiduously applied himself in those tur-

bulent times to his ancient studies, which could give offence

to no party, and which might entitle him to the gratitude and

approbation of all the friends of good literature. Wilh this

object in view he published his judicious and laborious dis-

course on the name by which God made himself known to

Moses and the people of Israel. In this performance he

shewed himself a very great master of Hebrew ; and the

work was so well received by all competent judges, that it

has been often reprinted. This very profound, curious, and

instructive treatise is entitled, " De nomine Tetragrammato
Dissertatio, qua vocis Jehovah apud nostros receptas usus

defenditur, &. a quorundam cavillationibus iniquis paritcr

atque inanibus vindicatur," 1G45. The work was reprinted in

1652 ; it is also inserted amongst his " Opera Critica;" and it

found a place among the ten Discourses upon this subject,

collected and published by Hadrian Reland, the first five of

which were written by John Drusius, Sextinus xlmama,
Lewis Capel, John Buxtorff, and James Althig, who opposed
the received usage, which is defended in the other five disser-

tations, tlie first of which was written by Nicholas Fuller, the

second by our author, and the three others by John Leusden.
This celebrated scholar, by his continual application to the

study of the best Greek authors, his wonderful memory, his

uncommon penetration, and his accurate judgment, was
enabled to look into the very principles and elements of that

copious, elegant, and expressive language. This might seem
beneath the attention of so great a man ; but he resolved to

vindicate these inquiries, and to shew how much a thorough

knowledge of grammatical learning contributes to the im-

provement of science. He was aware that the singularities

of his opinion might lessen his reputation, if they were not

clearly and fully established. He knew that they did not

spring either from a naked imagination, or an affectation of

opposing common opinions ; but were in reality the produce
of much reading and reflection, and they had, at least to liim-

self, the appearance of certain, though not vulgar truths. It

* Clark's Lives, p. 152—155.
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was from these motives, therefore, that he ventured to pub-
lish a work which wouid scarcely have been noticed fiom any
other hand, but winch, from its own merit, and the respect

due to Its author's skill, especially in Greek literature, was
very well received, and highly coniniended,by able and candid
judges. Ihis learned and critical woik is enlided, " De
Diphthongis sive Bivocalibus Dissertatio Philologica, in qua
Literarnm quarundam sonus germanus natura genuina figura

nova et scriptura vetus veraque investigatur," 10"46. This is

also printed amongst his " ()pera Critica." The point which
he endeavours to establish is, that there are in reality no
diphthongs, and that it is impossible two vowels should be so

blended together as to enter into one syllable. This, as we
have observed, was one of our author's singularities. We
shall not enter into this controversy, nor attempt to decide

whether he was right or wrong in his views of orthography.*

^Notwithstanding Mr. Gataker's assiduous application to

these deep and critical studies, he paid the most exact attend-

ance to his pastoral duties, and to the assembly of divines.

In obedience to their appointment, he wrote the annotations

upon Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Lamentations, published in the

Assembly's Annotations on the Bible.t Though he was a
divine most distinguished for moderation, he disapproved
of many things in the national church, but would have been
satisfied w ith moderate episcopacy. He was of opinion, that

bishops and presbyters, according to the New Testament,
were the same. He was always opposed to the great power
and splendour of the prelates ; and concluded, that they

ought to be divested of their pompous titles and their seats

in parliament. t He differed more than once with the very

learned Dr. Lightfoot, in their meetings at the assembly; and
though they sometimes debated w armly, they never lost their

tempers, or indulged any rancour on account of these disputes.

As our divine advanced in years, his incessant labours, both
of body and mind, brought upon him those infirmities w hich
slackened his speed, but did not wholly stop the progress of
bis studies. For even under these infirmities, and w hen con-
fined to his chamber by the direction of his physicians, he
was continually employed in his beloved contemplations.

* Biotr. Brifan. vol. iv. p. 2165.
+ This useful work is improperly ascribed to the a?seml)ly of divines, ,

but was undertaken by certain divines appointed by the parliament, part/
of whom were members of the assembly. Kach person had his portion o^
scripture appointed him by those who set him on work. Si^veral of them
were celebrated puritans, as the reader will find noticed in this work,

t Clark's Lives, p. 256, 257.



212 LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

But when, through the excellency of his constitution, his

temperate manner of living, and the skilful efforts of the

faculty, he recovered a moderate share of health, he betook

himself again to the duties of his ministry ; but was after-

wards under the necessity of declining the exercises of the

pulpit, though he continued to administer the sacraments,

and to deliver short discourses at funerals. The chief part

of his time was now employed in study, and in composing
several learned works. He employed his learning, his zeal,

and his moderation in the antinomian controversy, by pub-

lishing a work, entitled, " A Mistake or Misconstruction

removed, (whereby little difference is pretended to have been

acknowledged between the antinomians and us,) and Free

Grace, as it is held forth in God's Word, as well by the

Prophets in the Old Testament, as by the Apostles and

Christ himself in the New, shewed to be other than is by the

Antinomian Party in these times maintained. In way of

Answer to some Passages in a Treatise of Mr. John Salt-

marsh, concerning that subject," 1646. This is written in

answer to Mr. Saltmarsh's " Free Grace, or the Flowings of

Christ's Blood freely to Sinners ; being an Experiment of

Jesus Christ upon one who hath been in Bondage of a

troubled Spirit at times for twelve years," 1645. Mr. Gata-

ker in his work observes, " That it seems a thing mucli to be

feared, that this course, which I see some effect, and many
people are much taken with, of extracting divinity in a kind

of chymical way, even chimerical conceits, will, if it hold on,

as much corrupt the simplicity of the gospel, and the doctrine

of faith, as ever the quirks and quillets of the old schoolmen

did." During the same year he published " Shadows with-

out Sul)stance, in the pretended New Lights," in answer to

Saltmarsh's " Shadows flying away." Also his " Mysterious

Clouds and Mists," in answer to Mr. J. Simpson.

Mr. Gataker soon after published his discourse on the

style of the New Testament, in which he opposed the senti-

ments of Pfochenius, who maintained that there were no
Hebraisms in those sacred writings, which he endeavoured to

prove as well by authorities as arguments. All this our

author undertook to overthrow, which, in the opinion of the

best critics, he most effectually accomplished ; and more than

this, he so clearly and concisely explained the true meaning
of many texts in the Old as well as the New Testament;
corrected such a variety of passages in ancient authors ; and
discovered such a consummate skill in both the living and

dead languages, as very justly gained him the character of
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one of the ablest philologists of the age. His work in

entitled, " Thomce Gatakeri Londinatis de Novi Testament!
atylo Dissertatio : qua viri doctissimi Sebastiani Pfocheuii de
Linguce Grsecae Novi Testamenti puritate, in qua Hebraisniia

quae vulga finguntur quam plurimis larva detrahi dicitiir

diatribe ad examen revocatur ; Scriptorumque qua sacrorum
qua profanorum loca aliquam niulta obiter explicantur atque

illustrantur. Cum indicibus necessariis." 1648.

The author tells us, in the first chapter of his Dissertation,

that, meeting with the treatise of Sebastian Pfochenius, a

German divine, published in 1629, he read it with great

attention, and found it very weighty in matter, and abimdantly

full of good literature. Notwithstanding this, he found many
of the author's sentiments repugnant to his own, and in his

judgment not agreeable to truth. He saw likewise that manj
learned and great men were censured without cause, and
sometimes represented as speaking a language very different

irom what he took to be their real sentiments. These
observations induced him to examine a multitude of questions

started in that treatise, or that which naturally flowed from
them, in which he shews his candour to be every way equal

to his skill in criticism. He does not use harsh expressions

or hard names, but contents himsulf with discovering mistakes,

and shewing the grounds of them. In following this method,
he opens a lield of very curious and instructive learning, and
shews such quickness of penetration, such soundness of

judgment, and such compass of reading, as are truly

admirable. He begins by refuting a principle that Pfochenius

had assumed, viz. that the Greek, Latin, German, &c. are

original tongues; whereas, in Mr. Gataker's opinion, it is

very difficult to know which are original, but with repect to

the Latin he maintains that it is not. He shews from the

authority, both of ancient and modern writers, that it was a

compound of several languages spoken by the Sabines,

Oscans, and other old inhabitants of Italy, but more especially

of Greek ; and to demonstrate this more effectually, he takes

the first five lines of Virgil, one of the purest and most
elegant of the Latin poets, and proves that there is scarcely

a smgle word in them which is not derived from the Greek.

Thus he saps the very foundation of Pfochenius's system, by
making it evident, that there can be no assurance of the purity

of any language, in the sense in which he understands it.

In the fifth chapter he states Pfochenius's thiee principal

questions, first, whether the text of the New Testament be

truly Greek, or not different from tliat used by profane
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authors. Next, whether if Homer, Pindar, Plato, Demos-
thenes, &.c. \vere to rise from the dead, they would be able to

understand the New Testament? And lastly, by what name
the language of that book is to be called, whether Graecanic,

Hellenistic, or Griecian ? Our author observes, that the last

question is merely a dispute about words, with which he will

have nothing to do. On the other two questions lie gives

his opinion })lainly, and without reserve. When it is alleged

in proof of the first, that the phiases used by the writers of the

New Testament are likewise used by profane auihors, he

denies that this is conclusive ;
" for," says he, " who that has

any taste of the purity of the Latin tongue, will allow that it

is to be found in scholastic wrilings, nolwithstauding that the

words, and even the phrases in which Cicero, Sallust, Livy,

Terence, &c. -.vrote, are here and there found in them ?" He
adds further, that those who do not see that though the sacred

writers used the same words, and even the same phrases,

that are to be found in profane authors in another manner
than they do, and to convey a different sense, must not only

be said to see indifferently and obscurely, but that they

willingly shut their eyes. He then produces many Latin

words used by the sacred writers, though written in Greek
characters, or disguised with Greek terminations. He also

produces Hebrew and Syriac woids to the same purpose;

and from hence he concludes, that thougli Pfochenius could

really shew, which however he undertakes to prove that he

has not done, that the sacred writers make use of a multitude

of phrases to be met with in profane authors, yet this would
not amount to \^hat he has asserted, if the former have also

used many words and phrases which are not to be met with

m authors who are allowed to write pure Greek.

As to the second question, he tells Pfochenius, that it can

be granted or denied him only in part. ISotwithstanding

some places might in a iiRasure be understood by those great

men whom he mentions, if it w ere possible for them to come
from the dead

;
yet this would but go a little way towards

proving what he has asserted ; because, though they might

understand some parts, yet others they could not understand.

He puts a parallel case in reference to the writings of

Apuleius, which, says he, if Cicero were to rise from the

dead, he might for the most part understand ; but would any

competent judge conclude from thence, that the Latin of

Apuleius resembles that of I'ully, or of the age in which

TuUy wrote .'' But, says Pfochenius, Paul conversed with the

Greeks of his time, and was he not understood by them .'' and
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if by them, why not by the ancients ? *^ I could readily

grant you that," says our divine, " and yet deny liie conse-

quence that you would draw fiom it. P'or the Greek lan-

guage itself was much declined, in the time of the aj)o.siles,

by the admission of a multuude of exotic words and phrases

borrowed from the Italiiuis, Sicilians, Cyrenians, and Cai tha-

genians, partly from their being under the same goveruinent,

and partly from their commercial intercourse with those

nations. But, after all," says he, " if Demosthenes could

live again, it is most likely he would tind many obstacles in

reading Paul's writings, and would object to many of ilie

words and phrases." He then qi\otes a long passage from
Beza's Annotations on the Acts of the Apostles, in which that

learned commentator shews the reasons n hy the apostles were
not studious about their style, but endeavoured to make them-
selves understood by those with whom they conversed, raiher

than to render their discourses elegant from their pure and
correct language.

In the same manner he proceeds through the rest of his

treatise, in which he explains, as they occur, a multitude of

passages in sacred and profane authors, correcting some and
commending other critics who have gone before ; but vt ith so

much mildness and moderation, \\ith such apparent can-

dour and respect to truth above all things, that it is impossible

for the reader not to admire his excellent temper, while he
ruins the reputation of the contrary party. In the forty-

fourth chapter, Mr. Gataker gives a recapitulation of the whole
dispute between him and Pfochenius, and observes, that the

true state of the question is, whether the style of the New
Testament in Greek is every where the same with that m hich

was used by the ancient writers, at the time when the lan-

guage was in its greatest purity : Or, whether it is not such

as frequently admits of Hebraisms and Syriasms ? Pfochenius
affirms the former, and denies the latter ; while our learned

critic maintains the opposite sentiments. iSIr. Gataker con-

cludes by observing, that, notwithstanding all that Pfochenius
has urged, he does not doubt that nearly six hundred phrases

might be produced from the New Testament, and a much
greater number from the Greek version of the Old Testa-

ment, the purity of which Pfochenius seems tacitly to main-
tain, in which there are plain characters of the Hebrew or

the Syriac tongues, and not the least resemblance of the

ancient Greek, so far as men of the greatest labour and erudition

have hitherto discovered.* The venerable primate of Ireland,

• Biog. Britan. vol. iv. p. 2167—2169.
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than whom there could not be a better judge, shewed his great

respect both for our author and his performance, by sendnig

it with his own Annals as a present to Dr. Arnold Boate,

then residing at Paris.*

Though this literary production was a very considerable

work, and greatly increased the author's reputation, it was,

indeed, no more than a specimen of a much lasgtr work, in

which he had been employed for many years. He at first

intended his discourse against Pfochenius only as an appendix

to this celebrated performance ; but that treatise being ready

for the press, and it being very doubtful whether he should iive

to complete the other, he judged it most expedient to publish

that alone, particularly that he might see v\hat kind of recep-

tion his larger work was likely to meet with from the republic

of letters. Finding this specimen universally applauded, he

determined to publish the first two books of the other, the

whole being divided into six, to which he gave this title:

" Thomai Gatakeri Londinatis Cinnus ; sive adversaria mis-

cellanea animadveisionum veriarum libris sex comprehensa:

quorum premores duo nunc primitius prodeunt reliquis

deinceps (Deo favente") seorsim insecuturis," 1651. In the

preface the author shews, that these collections were pub-

lished in fulfilment of his promise made in his dissertation on

the style of the New Testament; which promise would have

been fuliilled much sooner, had he not been prevented by his

numerous avocations, and by a dangerous eruption of blood,

by which he was brought very low, and for a long time

withheld from his studies. 'Ihe iirst book is divided into

eleven chapters, and the second into twenty, but they are

mostly independent one of another. The account given of

the foregoing work renders it unnecessary to enlarge upon

this perfurmance. They are exactly the same in their nature,

except that this tends to no one particular point, but dis-

covers, in numerous instances, the author's opinion on difhcult

passages in the Old and New Testaments, the prin>itive

fathers, modern critics, and, as his subjects occasionally led

him, he illustrates a vast variety of obscure or perplexed

places both in Greek and Latin authors ; and there are some

observations on words and phrases in our own language.

This work was received with the highest commendation.

Morhofif particularly applauds the author for his singular

happiness in distinguishing the true sense of the most difhcult

passages, and of making it appear that what he defends is

» Parr's Life of Usher, p. 559.
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the true sense, and this in few words, without any ostentation,

and without ever insuhing those whom he corrects: but, on
the contrary, he ascribes their mistakes, sometimes as a slip

of the memory, and at others, to the bad editions of the

books which they used.* The remaining books of this col-

lection were published after his decease, by his son Mr.
Charles Gataktr, with the following title :

" Adversaria Mis-
cellanea Posihuma, in quibus sacrze Scriptural primo deinde

aliorum Scriptorum locis multis Lux affunditur," iGoQ.

Mr. Gataker's natural modesty, as well as his christian

moderation, kept him from that publicity of character which,

from his great abilities, and his numerous friends, he might
easily have attained. Notwithstanding the mildness of his

temper, and his aversion to whatever might render him the

object of public discourse
;
yet the trial of the king moved

him to make a public declaration of his sentiments. He was,

accordingly, the first of the forty-seven London ministers

who subscribed their " Letter to the Generall and his Councell

of \V aire," commonly called their " Declaration" against the

king's death. In this address they tirmly remind them of

their duty to the parliament, and of the obligations they were
under, as well as the parliament, to defend his majesty's

person and maintain his just rights. They told the general

and his council that the one could not be injuied, or the

other invaded, without manifest breach of many solemn oaths,

particularly the covenant : they taught them to distinguish

between God's approbation and permission ; they set, in its

true light, the folly of pretending to secret impulses in

violation of God's written laws ; they made it evident that

necessity was a false plea ; and they concluded by recom-
mending them to follow the rule of John the Baptist, Do
violence to ho man, neither accuse any falsely, and scrupled

not to tell them, that, if they persisted in their design, their

sin M ould surely find them out.+

Daring the year in which Mr. Gataker published the first

two books of his Miscellanies, he printed a small piece on
infant baptism, which was very much admired. He was
deeply versed in that controversy ; therefore, in addition to

this, he wrote several other discourses, in which he treated

the main questions with great seriousness and solidity of
argument. He published two Latin discourses on this

subject, which, in point of modesty, learning, and argumen-
tation, it is said, m ere not at all inferior to any of the other

» Biog. Britan. vol. iv. p. 2169, 2170.

+ Letter to the Geu.
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reductions of his pen. The first of these is entitled, " De
iiptisinatis Infantilis vi&eflicaciaDisceptatio privatimhabita

inijer V. C. Dom. Samuelem Wardum, theologian sacraedocto-

reni, & in academia Cantabrigicnsi Professorem, & 1 honiam
Gutalvfium," 1651. Ihe other is entitled, " Stricturai ad

Epistoiam Joannis Davenantii de Baptismo [nfantum," 1654.

In the year 1652, he favoured the world with his admirable

edition of the Emperor Marcus Aatoainus's Meditations, to

which he prefixed a preliminary discourse, on the philosophy

of the Stoics, which, in the opinion of the ablest critics, both

at home and abroad, is allowed to be a most complete and
correct treatise, as well as a most usefr.l compendium of

morality. He added also an exact translaiion, together with

a commentary. In some of liis former works he had given

occasional specimens of Ins perfect acquaintance with the

works of this imjienal philosopher, whose celebrity has

always been as high among the learned as his station was in

the w orld ; therefore, when the work was published, men's
expectations were highly raised, and abundantly gratified. It

had been published in Greek by Conrad Gesner, w ith a Latin

translation by William Hylander, and had passed througli

several editions. Mr. Gatakcr found both the text and the

translatioh exceedingly faulty, and spent nearly forty years

in considering how the former might be amended, and a new
translation made, which might do justice to so exquisite a

production. He found prodigious difficulties in the arduous
undertaking, being able to meet with very few manuscript
copies, and receiving very slender helps from those learned

persons, whose assistance he solicited in the progress of his

endeavours. He sent indeed a list of his principal difficul-

ties to the celebrated Salmasiiis, who, in his answer, very

gratefully acknowledged, and warmly commended his under-
taking

; but gave him, at the same time, a dismal pro-

spect' of the obstacles he had to overcome: as, innumerable
corruptions, frequent chasms, more frequent transpositions,

and many other misfortunes, for the removal of which he
promised his assistance; which, however, his frequentjournies

and other occurrences prevented. Mr. Gataker, nevertheless,

persevered in the arduous work, and, with the few helps he
enjoyed, his own sagacity, and the comparing of various

copies, at length completed his design, and, to the great satis-

faction of the learned world, published his admirable edition

of this valuable work about tw o years before his death, under
the following title :

" Marci Antonini Imperatoris de rebus

suis sive de iis quas ad se pertinere ceusebat Lebri xii. cum
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Versione Latina & commentaiiis Gatakeri," 1652. The work

was reprinted in 1697, with the addition of the Emperor's life,

bv Mr. Dacier, to*iether with some select notes of the same
author, by Dr. George Stanhope, who, in his dedication to the

Lord Chancellor Somers, gives a hi^h character of our author.*

Mr. Gataker, in the evening of Ins days, when he earnestly

desired that repose which his labours so well deserved,

was warmly attacked by an active and angry adversary, who
was infinitely beneath him in point of knowledge, but who
had credit with certain persons high in office, and who was
esteemed by the vulgar as a person of transcendent abilities.

This was Mr. William Lilly, the famous astrologer, who,

finding that our author had a very bad opinion of his pre-

tended art, and a worse opinion of his personal character, had

the confidence to take up his pen against him ; but he expe-

rienced the disappointment which he might easily have fore-

seen. Mr. Gataker, who possessed all ihe sacred and pro-

fane learning relative to this subject, not only defended him-

self with great strength of argument, but very clearly detected

all the plausible sophisms that could be uiged in support of

this pretended science. The ground of this controversy was

Mr. Gataker's Annotations on Jeremiah x. 2., in which chap-

ter the Jews are warned against listening to the predictions of

astrologers, and complying with the practice of idolaters, the

two great sins to which they would be tempted in, a state of

captivity. Our author considered it his duty to expose the

vanity of predictions from the stars, and to shew to the chris-

tian world, that it was not only folly and ignorance, but great

wickedness to rely upon th.em. His exposition is curious,

full of solid sense and sound learning, and etfectually destroys

the credit of that delusive art, by which, in all ages, weak and

wandering minds have been misled.

These annotations roused all the tribe of astrologers against

our learned author, from the highest to the lowest. W illiam

Lilly, John Swan, and Sir Christopher Heydon, took great

offence, and wrote against him without mercy. This induced

Mr. Gataker to publish a discoui se in defence of himself, and

what he had before advanced against the illuminated star-

gazers, which is entitled, " A Vindication of the Annotations

on Jeremiah, chap. x. ver. 2., against the scurrilous aspersions

of that grand impostor Mr. Wilham Lilly ; as also against the

various expositions of two of his advocates, Mr. John Swan,

and another by him cited but not named. Together with the

* Biog. Britan. vol. iv. p. 2171.
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annotations themselves; wherein the pretended grounds of

judiciary astrology, and the scripture proofs produced for it,

are discussed and refuted," 1653. In this treatise he fully and
openly exposed his opponents and their pretended science;

and enforced all that he had said against it by substantial

arguments, and produced, in support of his own sentiments,

a numerous train of respectable authorities. This excited

their scurrility and abuse more than ever ; which induced him
to publish a reply to their raillery and bitter language, in a

piece entitled, "A Discourse Apolegitical, wherein Lillies lewd

and lovvd lies in his Merlin or Pasquil for the year l6o4, are

clearly laid open ; his shameful desertion of his own cause is

further discovered ; his shameless slanders fully refuted ; and

his malicious and murtherous mind inciting to a general mas-

sacre of God's ministers, from his own pen evidently evinced :

together with an advertisement concerning two allegations

produced in the close of his postscript; and a postscript con-

cerning an epistole dedicatory of one I. Gadburie," 1654.

In this treatise our venerable author speaks or the most con-

siderable transactions of his life, relates at large the manner in

which he arrived at his several preferments, and completely

refutes all the idle and malicious reflections of Lilly and his

associates. He mentions, among other particulars, his sen-

timents upon church government, and declares that he never

was an advocate for the power and splendour of the prelacy
;

but that, on the contrary, he had always inclined to a mode
rate episcopacy. As, for the sake of doing good in his gene-

ration, he had submitted to the bishops ; so, w hen they were

taken away by what he esteemed the supreme power, he sub-

mitted to that likewise, yet never sought any preferment, but

refused it from both parties. This, it appears, was written a

very little time before his death.

Although Mr. Gataker convinced all judicious and impar-

tial inquirers after truth of the vanity of this delusive science,

he could never silence his conceited and obstinate antagonist,

whose bread, indeed, was in some degree at stake ; and who
was, therefore, bound by one of the strongest ties to defend

thai craft by which he lived. By his frequent publications,

he vilified and persecuted our venerable thviue to the end of

his days, and, contrary to all the rules of religion or humanity,

insulted him when laid in Itis silent grave.* As for the pious

and learned Mr. Gataker, he pursued the same peaceable and

useful course, till his years, his inlirmities, and his perpetual

labours, wore out his constitution.

• Biog. Britan, toI. iv. p. 2172—2175,
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In his last sickness his faith and patience were strikingly

manifest. To a servant who waited upon him when confined

to his bed, and who told him that his head did not lie right,

he said, " It will lie right in my coffin." The day l)efore his

departure, being exercised with extreme pain, he cried, " Ho\t

long, Lord, how long? come speedily!" A little before he

died, he called his son, his sister, and his daughter, to each of

whom he delivered his dying charge, saying, " My heart fails,

and my strength fails : but God is my fortress, and the rock

of my salvation. Into thy hands, therefore, I commend my
soul ; for thou hast redeemed me, O God of truth.—Son,"

said he, " you have a great charge, look to it. Instruct your

wife and family in the fear of God, and discharge your minis-

try conscientiously.—Sister," said he " I thought you might

have gone before me, but God calls me first. 1 hope we
shall meet in heaven. I pray God bless you.—Daughter,"

said he, " mind the world less and God more ; for all things,

without religion and the fear of God, are nothing worth."

He then wished them all to withdraw and leave him to rest,

when he presently expired, July 27, 1654, aged seventy-nine

years, having been forty-three years pastor at Rothcrhithe.

His funeral sermon was preached by his very esteemed friend

Mr. Simeon Ashe, and afterwards published with the follow-

ing title :
" Gray Heyres crowned with Grace, a Sermon

preached atRedrift', August 1, at the Funeral of tiiat reverend

and eminently learned and faithful Mhiister of Jesus Christ,

Mr. Thomas Gataker."

This venerable divine was married four times. His third

wife was sister to Sir George Farwell. He would never

suffer his picture to be taken ; but the following is said to be

a just description of his person. He was of a middle stature,

a thin body, a lively countenance, and a fresh complexion.

He was temperate in diet, free and cheerful in conversation,

and addicted to study, but did not seclude himself from useful

company. He possessed a quick apprehension, a solid judg-

ment, and so extraordinary a memory, that, though he used

no common-place book, he had in readiness whatever he had

read. His house was a private seminary for both Englishmen

and foreigners, who resorted to him, lodged at his house, and

received instructions from him. His extensive learning was

admired by the great men of the age, both at home and

abroad, with whom he held a regular correspondence. It is

said, " Of all the critics of this age who have eniployed their

pens in illustrating polite learning, there are few, if indeed

any, who deserve to be preferred to Thomas Gataker for



222 LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

diligence and accuracy, in explaining those authors whose
wntnias he has examuied." He is stvled " a writer of infi-

nite learning and accurate judgment;"* and his name as a

scholar is paralleled with those of Selden and Usher.t He
was an ornament to the university, a light to the church, a

loving husband, a discreet parent, a faithful friend, a kind

benefactor, a candid encouragcr of students, and a stout

champion for the truth
;
yet so much for peace and modera-

tion, that lie maintained unity and affection towards those who
differed in lesser matters.* Echard says, " He was remark-

able for his skill in Greek and Hebrew, and the most cele-

brated among the assembly of divines ;" and adds, " it is hard

to say which was most remarkable, his exemplary piety and

charity, his polite literature, or his humility and modesty in

refusing preferment."<>

His Works, in addition to tliose whose titles have been already

giv(Mi.— 1. David's Instructor.—2. The Christian Man's Care.

—

3. The Spiritual Watch.—4. The Gain of Godliness.—5. The Just

Man's Joy, with Signs of Sincerity.—6. Jacob's Thankfniness.

—

7. David's Hcniembrances.—'8. Noah's Obedience.—9. A Memorial
of 'inj^land's Deliverance.—10. Sorrow for Zion.—11. God's Farley

with Princes, with an Appeal from them to llim.— 12 Eleazer's

Prayer, a .Marriasfe Sermon.— 13. A Good Wife God's Gift.

—

14. A Wife Indeed.—15. iMairia2:e Duties.— \6. Death's Advantage.

—

17. "^I'he Benefit of a Good Name, and a (Jood End.— 18. Abraham's
Decease, delivered at the i iineral of Mr. Richaid Slock, late Pastor

of All-liailows, Bread-street.-— 19. Jeroi)oa!n's Son's Decease.

—

20. Christian Constancy Crowned by Christ.—The above Sermons, of

which the pions Bishop \^ ilkin's gives a very high character,
||
were

published separate, but, in 1637, collected and published in one
volume folio.—21. Francisci Goniari Disputationis Elencticae, de
Justificationis, &c., 1640.^—22. Animadvertionis in J. Piscatoris &
L. Lncii scripta adversaria, de causa meritoria Justificationis, 1641.

—

23. Mr. Antiiony Wotton's Defence, 1641.— 24. A true Relation of

Passages between Mr. Wotton and Mr. Walker, 1642.—25. An
Answer to Mr. W alkcr's Vindication, 1642.— 26. Stricturte in Barth.

Wigeiini Sangallensis de obedientia Christi disputatioiiura Theolo-

gicam, 16.53.—27. Ejusdam Vindicatio adversns Capellum.—28. The
I)ecea.se of Lazarus.—29. St. Stephen's last Will and Testament.

—

30. God's Eye on his Israel.—31. A Defence of Mr. Eradshaw against

Mr. J. Canne.
—

'i he celebrated Hermannus W itsius, in the year

1698, collected and published in one volume all Mr. Gataker's

critical works, entitled, " Opera Critica;" which will stand a monu-
ment to his memory as durable as time.

* Bios:. Brilnii. vol. iv. p. 2175, 2176.

f Aikin's L'wos of Splden and Ubher, p. 403.
+ Clark's Live,, p. 256—260.
^ Erliard's Hist, of Eng. vol.'ii. p. 7T1»

II
Wilkins on Preaching, p. 82, 83.
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Samuel Bolton, D. D.—This excellent divine was bom
in the year I6O6, and educated in the university of Cambridge,

He afterwards became minister of St. Martin's church, Lud-
gate-street, London ; where he continued about three years.

Upon his remcnal from this situation, he \\ as chosen minister

at St. Saviour's, Southwark, where he continued seven years,

and then removed to St. Andrew's, Holhorn. At each of these

places his ministry was made a blessing to many souls. He
was nominated one of tire additional members in the assem-
bly of divines. Upon the death of Dr. Bainbrigge, he was
chosen master of Christ's college, Cambridge, which he

governed with great wisdom and prudence the rest of his

days. Having strong desires to win souls to Christ, though
he was master of a college, and had no ministerial charge of

his own, he preached gratuitously every Lord's day for many
years. In the year l648j a minister of his name, and pro-

bably the same person, attended the Earl of Holland upon
the scaffold when he was beheaded in the palace-yard, ^^ est-

minster.*

During his last sickness, which was long and painful, he

exercised great patience, and often said, tliough the provi-

dence of God was dark towards him, he had light and com-
fort within. A little before he died, he said to a person

moving him in bed, " Let me alone ; let me lie quietly. 1 have

as much comfort as my heart can hold." The last time

Mr. Calamy visited him he was anxious to be with Ciirist,

saying, " Oh this vile body of mine! when will it give way,

that my soul may get out and go to my God? When will it

be consumed, that 1 may mount up to heaven ':" When he

perceived any symptoms of his approaching dissolution, he

rejoiced exceedingly, calling them, " the little crevices

through which his soul peeped." He died greatly lamented,

October 15, l654, aged forty-eight years, and was buried in

St. Martin's church, mentioned above. He gave orders, in

his last will and testament, to be interred as a private chris-

tian, and not with the outward pomp of a doctor; " be-

cause," as he observed, " he hoped to rise in the day of

judgment, and appear before God, not as a doctor, but as an

humble christian." Numerous elegies were published on his

death

.

Dr. Bolton was a person of good parts and considerable

learning, a burning and shining light in his day, and a man of

great piety and excellent ministerial abilities. He was ortho-

.* Whitlocke'sMem. p. 387. Edit. 1732.
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dox in his judgment, philanthropic in his spirit, and a cele-

brated interpreter of scripture. He studied, not only to

preach the word, but to live as he preached. His life was an
excellent comment on his doctrine. He was the voice of

God crying aloud to those around him, by his exemplary
life as well as his lioly doctrine. He was a man of much
prayer, reading, meditation, and temptation, the four things

which, in the opinion of Luther, make a preacher. He was
assaulted with manifold temptations, and very probably with

more than many huadieds of his brethren. He laboured

under the buffetings of Satan, that, being himself tempted, he
might be better able to comfoit those who were tempted.

The words from which Mr. Calamy preached his funeral

sermon had often been a source of great joy to his soul

:

" Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned

like unto his gioiious body, according to the mighty working
^vhertby he is able even to subdue all things to himself."*

His Works — 1. A Vindication of the Ri^lits of Law and the
Lii)cr(ios of Grace, 1645.—2. '1 lio Airaignmcnt of Error, 1646.

—

3. 1 he Sinfulness of Sin, held lorlh in a Sermon preached to the
Honourable House of Cdnmions, upon the late Solemn Day of
Humiliation, IMarcIi 25, 1646—1646—4. A Cnard of the Tree of
Life, 1647.—5. The Dea<l Saint spcakinp: to Saints and Sinners, 1657.
-—6. A VVoi-d in Season to a Sinking Kingdom.—7. The Wedding;
Garment,

John Murcot, A. B.—This very pious man was born at

Warwick, in the year 1625, and educated in Merton college,

Oxford, under the tuition of Mr. Ralph Button. Oxford
being garrisoned by the king's forces, he, to avoid bearing

arms, fled from the place in disguise, and went to live with

Mr. John Ley, vicar of Great Budworth in Cheshire, where
he continued several years in close application to his studies.

Upon his entrance on the work of the ministry, he was
ordained according to the presbyterian form at Manchester,

and settled lirst at Astbury in Cheshire ; afterwards, he

removed to Eastham, and, upon the death of Mr. Ralph
Marsden, to West Kirby, both in the same county. In each

of these situations he was much beloved, and his labours

were rendered particularly useful. About the time of his last

removal, he married Mr. Marsden's daughter. The Oxford

historian says, that he at last removed to Chester ; where, by

* Calamy's Funeral Sermon for Dr. Bolton.—Clark's Lives, part i.

p. 43—47.
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his carnage, (meaning, undoubtedly, his exceeding great piety,)

he became ridiculous to the wicked.* It does not appear,

however, that he ever settled at Chester. For the writer of

his life, who is very particular in specifying his various

removals, gives no intimation of the kind.

Though he never settled in that city, yet, after labouring

some time at Kirby, and finding himself unable to promote

church discipline according to his wishes, he went to Ireland

and settled m the city of Dublin. He was there chosen one

of the preachers in ordinary to the lord deputy and council,

and was greatly admired and followed. In this situation he

was in labours more abundant than most of his brethren, and

the Lord suffered him not to labour in vain. He was instru-

mental in the conversion of many sinners, and in the estab-

lishment of many saints'. The Lord, who had prepared him

for this service, blessed his endeavours in winning multi-

tudes of souls to Christ. In matters of worship and ceremo-

nies, he was zealons in opposing the inventions and

impositions of men, closely adhering in all things to the word

of God. A public disputation was held at Cork, May 26,

1652, between the pa^dobaptists and the antip^dobaptists, in

which Dr. Harding, Dr. Worth, and Mr. Murcot, were par-

ticularly engaged, though we have no further account of it.t

During his last sickness his mind was most serene and

happy. Apprehending that the hour of his departure was at

hand, he said to his friends, " I must now tell you I am not

long for this world ;" and, raising himself up, he cried, " Lord,

remember me in this trying hour." To his affectionate wife

he said, " Haste, haste, love, for my time is very short. I

shall not reach midnight. These raptures tell me I must

quickly be gone." His sister, asking him whether he was in

charity with all the Lord's people, though in certain things

they differed from him ;
" Yes," said he, stretching forth his

arms ; and with a loud voice added, " Lord Jesus, draw me
up to 'hyself ;" and breathed his soul into the hands of his

dear Redeemer, December 3, 1654, aged twenty-nine years.

His remains were interred with great funeral solemnity in

St. Mary's chapel, Dublin ; when the lord deputy, the

council, and the mayor and aldermen of the city followed,

with great lamentation, his body to the grave.:]:

Though Wood, with most palpable untruth, denominates

him " a forward, prating, and pragmatical precisian, who

* Wood's Athenaa Oxon. vol. ii, p. 112.

+ Crosby's Baptists, vol. iii. p. 312.

X Mr. Murcot's Life prefiied to his V/orks. Edit. 1637.

VOL. III. g
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gave up the ghost very nnwillingly ,•"* it appears from his

hfe, " that he was an eminently humble, holy, and happy

man ; and a most zealous, laborious, and useful preacher."

Granger says, " he was an admired preacher, a man of great

industry in his profession, and of uncommon strictness of

life."t Mr. Murcot's works, consisting of various articles,

were published at different times; but were afterwards

collected and published with his life prefixed, in one volume

quarto, 1657.

Joshua Hoyle, D. D.—This learned divine was born

at Sawerby, near Halifax, Yorkshire, and educated in

Magdalen college, Oxford. Afterwards, being invited into

Ireland, he became fellow of Trinity college, Dublin, took

his degrees in divinity, and was chosen divinity professor in

that university. In his daily lectures he expounded the

whole Bible, seldom taking more than one verse at a time,

which lasted about fifteen years ; and in about ten years more

he went through greatest part of the sacred volume a second

time. In the year 1634 he sat in the convocation held at

Dublin. But, upon the commencement of the rebellion in

Ireland, in 1641, he fled from the terrible effusion of blood,t

returned to England, and became vicar of Stepney, near Lon-

don ; but, according to Wood, he being too scholastical, did

not please the parishioners.^ In the year 1643 he was

appointed one of the assembly of divines, and constantly

attended. He was witness against Archbishop Laud at his

trial, when he attested that the archbishop had corrupted the

university of Dublin, by the arbitrary introduction of the

errors of popery and arminianism.|| In the year 1645 he

was elected one of the committee of accommodation ;
and in

1648 he became master of University college, Oxford, and

kmg's professor of divinity in that university. In the office

of professor he has incurred the severe animadversion of

* Wood's Athense Oxon. vol. ii. p. 1 13.

+ Granger's Biog. Hist. vol. iii. p. 49.

X According to the computation of (he popish priests themselves, who
were actively employed in this rebellion, upwards of one Itundred naA fifty-

four thousand protestaiifs were masg»icred in Ireland in the space of a few

months: but, during the continuance of the rebellion, according to Sir J.

Temple, there were above three hundred </«>!«s«nrf cruelly murdered in cold

blood, or ruined in some other way. Cardinal Richelieu was deeply con-

cerned in this massacre; and, according to Rapin, King Charles 1. "spread

abroad that the catholics had his authority for -nliat they did."—//i»<. of

En -land, vol. ii. p. 386.

^ Athcnae Oxon. vol. ii. p. 113.

jj
Prynne's Caiit. Doome, p. 178, 359.
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Dr. Walker. This abusive writer says that he opened his

lectures by a speech void of all spirit and learning ; and that
his lectures had neither method nor argument in them, and
shewed him to be ignorant even of the most common rules of
logic* Wood however styles him " a person of great readmg
and memory, much devoted to study, profound in the faculty

of divinity, a constant preacher, and a noted puritan ;" and
says, " he was highly respected by the famous Archbishop
Usher."t In vindication of this learned prelate, he wrote
*' A Rejoynder to Will Malone Jesuit his Reply concerning
the Real Presence," 1641. Dr. Hoyle was a member of
great honour and esteem in the assembly of divines, as master
of all the ancient learning of Greek and Latin fathers, and
one who reigned in his chair and in the pulpit.j He died
December 6, 1654, and his remains were interred in the old
chapel belonging to University college. His successors
in the offices of master and professor were Mr. Francis
Johnson and Dr. John Conant, both silenced nonconformists
in 1662.$

Andeew Perne, a. M.—This worthy minister was
born in the year 1596, and afterwards chosen fellow of
Katherine-hall, Cambridge, where he probably received his

education. Having finished his studies at the university, he
became rector of Wilby in Northamptonshire, where he con-
tinued a laborious, faithful, and successful preacher twenty-
seven years. One of his name and degree was of Peter-
house, and elected master of the Charter-house in l6l4;||

and the year following he became vicar of Southminster or
Sudminster in Essex. But this could not be the same person.^
In the year 1643 Mr. Perne was chosen one of the assembly
of divines, and constantly attended during the whole session.

He often preached before the parliament, and several of his

sermons were published ; one of which is entitled, " Gospel
Courage, or a Christian Resolution for God and his Truth,
in a Sermon preached before the Honourable House of
Commons, at Margaret's, Westminster, at a Publique Fast,
the 21 of May, 1643"— 1643. Being called up to London,
he gained a high reputation, and was offered considerable

* Walker's Attempt, part i. p. 141.
+ Wood's Atheiiae, vol. ii. p. 113.

:J:
Calami's Account, vol. ii. p. 472.

\ Palmer's Noncon. Mem. vol. i. p. 229, 257, 433.

II
Nichols's Hist, of Leicestershire, vol. ii. p. 359.

H Newcoiirt'g Re^^iert. Eccl, vol. ii. p. 537.
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preferments ; but he refused them all, resolving to return to

his charge at Wilby. In this place, by his awakening sermons,

and exemplary life and conversation, a most signal and happy

reformation was efi'ected ; and his people revered and loved

him as a father. " He was full of spiritual warmth," says

Mr. Ainsworth, " filled with an holy indignation against sin,

active in his \\ ork, and never more in his element than when

he was in the pulpit." As his life was holy, so his death

was happy. He blessed God that he w as not afraid to die ;

nay, he earnestly desired to be gone ; and often cried out,

during his last sickness, " When will that hour come i One
assault more, and this earthen vessel will be broken, and I

shall be with God."* He died December 13, 1654, aged

sixty years. Mr. Samuel Ainsworth, one of the silenced

nonconformists, preached and published his funeral sermon.

His remains were interred in the chancel of Wilby church ;

where, at the foot of the altar, is the follo\\hig monumental

inscription erected to his memory :+

Here liefh

inferred Mr. Andrew Perne,
a faithful servant of Jesus Christ,

a zealous owner ever of God's caus^
in perilous times,

a powerful and successful preacher
of the gospel,

a great blessing to this town
and country,

where he lived twenty-seven years.

He departed December 13,

1(551.

Alexander Gross, B. D.—This pious man was born in

Devonshire, and educated first in Caius college, Cambridge,

then in Exeter college, Oxford, where he was admitted to the

reading of the sentences. Entering upon the work of the

ministry, he became preacher at Plympton, in his own county,

afterwards rector of Bridford, near Exeter, and at length

vicar of Ashburton, in his own county ; at each of which

places he was much followed, especially by persons of

serious piety. He was a zealous puritan, and, upon the

commencement of the civil wars, he espoused the cause of the

parliament.t He was a man of a strong memory, a sound

judgment, and great integrity, abhorring all kinds of super-

* Neal's Purifans, vol. iv. p. 1'28.

+ Bridg;es's Hist, of Northamptonshire, vol, i. p. 155,

i Wood's Athense Oxon. vol. ii. p. 103.
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stilioTJ. He was a judicious, faithful, laborious, and constant

preacher, and deeply versed in a knowledge of the scriptures,

and furnished with an excellent gift hi prayer. His public

ministry was accompanied with the rich blessing of God,
and made abundantly useful in the conversion of souls. His
holy life was an excellent practical comment upon his

holy doctrine. While he urged the necessity of holiness

upon others, he practised holiness himself. He was a

burning and shining light. In a word, he spent his strength,

his life, his all, for the honour of Gv)d and the good of souls.*

He died in a good old age, in the year l6o4.

His WoRKs.^—1. Sweet and Soiil-persiiiulin^ Inducements leading

unto Christ, 1632.—2. 'I'he Happiness of enjoying and making a
true and speedy use of Christ, 1640.—3. Several Sermons, 1640.

—

4. The Mystery of Self-deniiil; or, the Cessation of Man's living to

Himself. 1642.—5. Man's Misery withont Christ, 1642.—6. Tlie Way
to a Blessed Life, 1643.—Tliis is sometimes entitled, " The I'iery

Pillar."—7. Buddings and Blossomings of Old Truths, 1656.—8. The
Anatomy of the Heart,—9. Of Sacred Things.

John Graile, A.M.—This worthy minister was born in

Gloucestershire, in the year 1614, and educated in Magdalen
college, Oxford. Upon his leaving the university, he became
a famous puritanical preacher; and, about the year l645,

succeeded Mr. George Holmes as master of the free-school

at Guildford in Surrey. Towards the close of this year, he

married the daughter of Mr. Henry Scudder; and, the year

following, he lived at Collingborn-Dukes in Wiltshire, where
Jie was most probably exercised in the ministerial function.

Aftery^ards he became rector of Tidworth in Hampshire,
where he was. much followed by the precise and godlij party

y

as they are contemptuously called. Wood says " he was a

presbyterian, but tinged with arniinianism."f Whether he

was or was not tinned with arininianism, we shall not under-

take to determine ; but in his work entitled " A modest
Vindication of the Doctrine of Conditions in the Covenant

of Grace, and the Defenders thereof, from the Aspersions

of Arminianism and Popery," 16j5, he certainly labours

much to repel the charge. He was a man of great learning,

humility, integrity, and christian circumspection ; and a pious,

faithful, and laborious minister of Christ, being ever opposed

to the use of superstitious ceremonies. He lived much

* Gross's Blossomings of Old Truths, Pref.

t Wood's AtheasB Oxon. vol. ii. p. 105.
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respected, and died greatly lamented.* During his last sick-

ness, when afflicted v.ilh extreme pain, he discovered becom-

ing submission to the will of God. He said, " I could be

contented, if the Lord see it good, to abide a while in this

condition, amongst these poor people. It may be, I shall do

more good amongst them, in my sickness, than they have

received from all my labours duiing the tane of my healih."+

He died in the year 1654, and ihe fortieth of his age. His

remains were interred in Tidworth church, when Dr. Cham-
bers preached his funeral sermon to a very numerous con-

gregation. This sermon was afterwards published, from

which part of the above account is collected.

Richard Vines, A. M.—This learned and excellent

divine was born at Blason in Leicestershire, about the year

1600, and educated in Magdalen college, Cambridge. From
the university he was chosen schoolmaster at Hinckley in his

native county; and afterwards, on the death of Mr. James
Cranford, he obtained a presentation to the rectory of VVed-

dington in Warwickshire. Here he was a zealous and faithful

labourer in the vineyard of Christ. His ministry was very

much followed ; and his endeavours were made a great

blessing to the people. He also preached at Caldecot, a

place near Weddmglon, and, at the death of the incumbent,

was presented to the living. With great care and diligence

he served both parishes, the profits of which amounted only

to eighty pounds a year. He also delivered a lecture at

Nuneaton in the same county, to which multitudes resorted.

Mr. Evans, afterwards ejected in 1662, succeeded him in his

two livings, who, it is said, found that side of the country well

stocked with religious knowledge and solid christians, pro-

duced by the preaching of many excellent men, but especially

his worthy predecessor.

J

On the breaking out of the civil war, Mr. Vines was driven

from his flock, and forced to take shelter in Coventry. Indeed,

there were about thirty worthy ministers in that city, who,
driven from their flocks, fled thither for safety from the plunder

of soldiers and popular fury, though they never meddled in

the wars.^ The heavy judgments of God being now inflicted

upon the nation, these divines set up a morning lecture in

* Chambers's Funeral Sermon for Mr. Graile.

+ Graile's Doct. of Conditions, Pref.

J Calamy's Account, vol. ii. p. 744, 745.

^ Sylvester's Life of Baxter, part i. p. 44.
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that city, in which Mr. Vines was frequently engaged, as well

as on the Lord's day.

In the year 1643, he was chosen one of the assembly of

divines, and he constantly attended during the session. Here
his excellent abilities and great moderation were called forth

into daily exercise ; and how much good he did, in the matter

of church government, says our author, may be safely (Con-

cealed, but can scarcely be expressed without giving offence

to some.* In 1644, he was appohited by the parliament one

of the assistant divines at the treaty of Uxbridge. The
Oxford historian, speaking of Dr. Hammond, one of the

king's party, on this occasion, thus triumphantly observes

:

" It bemg his lot to dispute with Richard Vines, a presby-

terian minister, who attended the commissioners appointed by
parliament, he did, with ease and perfect clearness, disperse

all the sophisms that he brought against him."t How far

this statement is correct, we are unable to say. Whitlocke, a

writer far more correct and impartial, however, speaking of

this treaty, says, " That while Dr. Steward and Dr. Shelden

argued very positi-ceh/, that the government by bishops was
Jure Divino; Mr. Vines and Mr. Henderson argued as

positively, but more moderatelif, to the contrary, and that

the government of the church by presbyteries was Jure
Divino. "t

Mr. Vines was chosen a member of the committee of

accommodation, and was chairman at their meetings.^ On
the subject of a general accommodation of all parties, he

wrote an excellent letter to Mr. Baxter, discovering his mild

and accommodating spirit. || He was, at the same time,

appointed master of Pembroke-hall, Cambridge, by the Earl

of Manchester, and, it is said, few persons were better qua-

lified for the situation. Here he promoted true religion and

sound literature to the utmost of his power, and restored the

college to a very flourishing state, till, in the year 1649, he was
turned out for refusing the engagement.! In the year 1645,

he was one of the committee of learned divines appointed by

the assembly to prepare the Confession of Faith.** In 1648

he was appointed, by order of the parliament, one of the

assistant divines at the treaty of the Isle of Wight; on which

* Clark's Lives, last vol. part i. p. 48.

+ VVoixl's Athenae Oxon. vol. ii. p. 159.

J Whitlficke's Mem. p. 119, 123, 126. ^ Papers of Accom. p. 2.

}]
Sylvester's Baxter, part ii. p. 147. S Ibid, part i. p. 64,

»* Neal's Puritans, vol. iii. p. 330.
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occasion he was inuch applauded by his own party, particu-

larly for proving the suiticiency of presbyterian ordniation.

Ministers, he observed, who had been ordained by the pres-

byterian churches in France and the Low Countries, were
formerly owned and acknowledged, to all intents and pur-

poses, by our bishops, as lawfully ordained, both to preach

and administer the sacraments.* During the treaty, he had
much converse and some disputation with the king.t His
majesty highly valu.ed him for his ingenuity, and seldom spoke

to hmi witlioui touching his hat, which Mr. Vines returned

with most respectful language and gestures.

+

Dr. Grey, in his answer to Mr. Neal, relates, that when
Mr. Vines returned from this treaty, he addressed one Mr.

Walden, saying, " Brother, how hath this nation been fooled !

We have been told that our king is a child and a foo/ ; but if

I understand any thing by my converse with him, which I have

had with great liberty, he is as much of a christian prince as

ever I read or heard of, since our Saviour's time. He is a

very precious prince, and is able of himself to argue with the

ablest divines we have. And, among all the king's of Israel

and Judah, there was none like him." This account is said

to have been given about the year l675, by one Nathaniel

Gilbert of Coventry, in an information subscribed by his own
hand, having himself heard Mr. Vines. Dr. Grey tran-

scribed it from an attested copy of the original, which original

was in possession of his father, to whose grandmother the

above Gilbert was half brother !§

When sentence of death was pronounced upon the king,

Mr. Vines, and several of his brethren, presented their duty to

his majesty, with their humble desires to pray with him, and

perform other serviceable offices, if he would be pleased to

accept them. 1"he king returned them thanks for their kind

offers, but declined their services. || About the year l6o3,

Mr. V ines was appointed, by order of the parliament, one of

the divines to draw up the Fundamentals, to be presented to

the house.

H

When Mr. Vines first went up to London, he was chosen

minister of St. Clement's Danes, where many persons of

quality were his constant hearers. After some time, by the

solicitation of the Earl of Essex, he resigned the place and

» Fuller's Church Ilist. b. xi. p. 215.

+ Whiilofke's Mem. p. 336, 339. | Fuller's Worthies, pt. ii. p. 134.

^ Grey's I'.xamination, vol. i. p. 414.

11
Wood s Aihenae Oxon. vol. ii. p. 522.

i Silvester's Baxter, part ii. p. 197.
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removed to Walton in Hertfordshire. He afterwards accepted
an invitation to St. Lawrence Jewry, London ; where his

excellent talents were still employed in promoting the

Redeemer's glory, and the salvation of his people. Many
flocked to his ministry, and his labours were made a blessing

to their souls. While pastor of St. Lawrence, he was chosen
one of the weekly lecturers at St. Michael's, Cornhill, and was
often called to preach before the parliament. It is but just,

however, to observe, that our divine, with several of his

brethren, preached too warmly against the baptists.* On the

death of the Earl of Essex, the parliament appointed a
public funeral for him, which was performed with great

solemnity in St. Peter's church, Westminster, when Mr. Vines
preached his funeral sermon to a very great audience, com-
posed of persons of very high distinction.t

After a laborious and useful life, Mr. Vines, at length,

became the subject of painful bodily affliction. Tiiough
afflicted with racking pain in his head, which nearly took
away his sight, yet he would not desist from his public

labours. He was resolved to spend and be spent in the work
of the Lord. The day before he died, he preached and
administered the Lord's supper ; and about ten o'clock the

same evening he was taken with bleeding at the nose, and
died betwixt two and three next morning, aged fifty-five

years. His remains were interred, M'ith great lamentation, in

the church of St. Lawrence Jewry, February 7, \6o5 ; when
Dr. Thomas Jacombe preached his funeral sermon, giving the

following high commendations of his character :—He was a

burning and shining light in his day, and possessed very

excellent parts, even taller by the head than most of his

* Neal's Puritans, vol. iii. p. 150.

+ Robert, Earl of Essex, was only son of the unfortunate favourite of
Queen Elizabeth, and inherited much of his father's popularity. He was a
nobienian of very upright intentions. Owing to the compassion of his

nature, and the sincerity of his zeal for the essentials of religion, he
shewed great kindness to the persecuted puritans. He was one of those

few noblemen in parliament who dared to attack the " great monster the

prerogative." But he never appeared to so great an advantage as at the

head of an army. He acquired a great reputation as a soldier; a kind of
merit that was despised by James I. and overlooked by Charles. His
courage was great, and his honour was intlexihle ; but he rather waited
than sought for opportunities for fighting; and knew better how to gain
than improve a victory. When he took the command of the parliament's

army, he was better qualified than any man in the kingdom for the post;

but he is said to have been soon eclipsed by a new race of soldiers, who,
if not his superiors in the art of war, went far beyond him in spirit and
enterprise. He died September 14, 1646; and his death laid a foundation
for the advancement of Cromwell.

—

Biog. Britan. vol. v. p. 161, 168.
Edit. 1778.—Grander'* Biog. Hist. vol. i. p. 332. ii. 249.
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brethren. He was mighty in the scriptures, and an inter-

preter one of a thousand. He was an accomplished scholar,

a perfect master of the Greek, an excellent philologist, and
an admirable orator. He was a ready and close disputant,

and approved himself, to the admiration of many, in the

treaties of Uxbridge and the Isle of Wight. He was a

solid, judicious, and orthodox divine, mighty in points of
controversy, giving a death-wound to error. His spiritual

and powerful ministry was principally upon the doctrine of

justification, debasing man and exalting the Saviour. He
wished to die praying or preaching. That which would have
made some keep their beds, did not keep him out of the

pulpit: and as he preached, so he lived and died. He was
of an heroical and undaunted spirit ; and, like Luther, nothing-

would hinder him from a courageous and conscientious dis-

charge of his duty.* He was accounted " the very prince of

preachers, a thorough Calvinist, and a bold, honest man, void

of pride and flattery."+ Fuller styles him " an excellent

preacher, and the very champion of the assembly;" and
adds, " that he was constant to his principles, yet moderate
and charitable towards those who diftered from him."t Wood
says nothing of him, only denominates him a zealous puritan.^

Dr. Grey insinuates a reflection on the simplicity and
integrity of Mr. Vines, by a story of his praying in the

morning of an Easter Sunday, before the Marquis of Hert-

ford, for the king's restoration to his throne and regal rights

:

but, in the afternoon, \\ hen the Marquis was absent, and Lord
Fairfax come to church, he prayed in sti/lo parUamentario,

that God would turn the heart of the king, and give him
grace to repent of his grievous sins, especially all the blood

he had shed in those civil, uncivil wars. On this it was
observed, that Mr. Vines was much more altered between the

forenoon and afternoon, than the difference between an

English marquis and an Irish huro)i.\\ The reader, however,

will easily perceive, that each of these prayers might have

been very consistently offered up by the same person.

When Mr. Vines was schoolmaster at Hinckley, he had for

one of his pupils Mr. John Cleiveland, a noted royalist and

popular poet in the reign of Charles L, who, it is said, " owed
the heaving of his natural fancy, by the choicest elegancies ia

* Jacombe's Fun. Ser. for Mr. Vines.

+ Clark's Lives, part i. p. 48—51.

:t
Fuller's Worthies, pan ii. p. 134, 135.

§ Atlienae Oxoii. vol. i. p. 891.

I Grey's Examination, vol. iii. p. 175, 176.
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Greek and Latin, to Mr. Vines."*—A few days before the

death of our pious divine, as lie was preaching at St. Gregory's

church, a rude fellow cried aloud to hini, " Lift up your
voice, for 1 cannot hear you :" to whom Mr. Vines replied,

" l^ift up your ears, for I can speak no louder."t

His Works.—1. A Treatise on the Sacrament, 1657-—2. Christ

the Chri^^tiau's onlv Gain, 1661.—;i. God's Drawing and Man's
Coniins: to Ciuist, 1662.—4. The Saint's Nearness to God, 1662.

—

5. 1 viiipial 5>einion For the Earl of Essex.—6. iuneral Sermon for

Mr. \\ iiiiani Stnin":.—7. Caleb's Integrity in following the Ijord fully,

aSernioii ijefore ihe liononrahle House of Commons, at their lat©

solemn Fast, Nov. 30. 1642.—8. The Posture of David's Sjfirit, when
he was in a Doubtful Condiiion, a Sermon before the Commons, 1644.
—9. The Happiness of l.srael, a Sermon before both Houses, 1645.

—

He was author of some other Sermons.

Hugh Robinson, D.D.—This learned person was born
in St. Mary's parish, Anglesea, and educated first at Wick-
ham school, then at New College, Oxford, where he took

his degrees in arts, and was admitted perpetual fellow. After

finishing his studies at the university, he was chosen principal

master of Winchester school; and, taking his degrees in

divinity, he became archdeacon of W niton, canon of Wells,

and archdeacon of Gloucester. In the beginning of the

civil war he lost all his preferment, joined himself to the

puritans, espoused the cause of the parliament, took the

covenant, and afterwards became rector of Hinton, near

Winchester. He was an excellent linguist, an able divine,

and very well skilled in ancient history. t He died March 30,

1655 ; and his remains were interred in the chancel of

St. Giles's in the Fields, London.

His AVoRKS.— 1. Pieces, written for the Use of the Children of
Winchester School, in Latin and English, 1616.—2. Grammaticalia
quaedam, in Latin and English, 1616.—3. Antiquas Historiae Synopsis,
1616.— 4. The Latin Phrases of Winchester School, 1654.—
5. Aniialium Mundi Universalium, 1677.—He also wrote a piece in

Vindication of the Covenant.

» Biog. Britan. vol. iii. p. 628. Edit. 1778.
+ Fuller's Worthies, part ii. p. 135.

$ Wood's AthcBSB Oxon. vol. ii. p. 117.
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John Angel, A. M.—This pious divine was born in

Gloucestershire, and educated in Magdalen-hall, Oxford.
Having taken his degrees, he left the university and entered

upon the ministerial work. Previous to the year 1629, Mr.
Higginson, being chosen by the mayor and aldermen of
Leicester to be the town preacher, but refusing the office, on
account of his growing nonconformity, he recommended !Mr.

Angel, then a learned and pious conformist, to their appro-
bation. They accordingly made choice of him ; when he
removed to Leicester, and continued in the office of public

lecturer, with some interruption, upwards of twenty years.*

Though at first he was conformable to the established church,

lie afterwards imbibed the principles of the puritans, and
became a sufferer in the common cause. Archbishop Laud,
giving an account of his province in the year 1634, observes,
' That in Leicester the dean of the arches suspended one
Angel, Mho hath continued a lecturer in that great town
for divers years, without any license at all to preach

; yet

took liberty enough." His grace adds, " I doubt his violence

hath cracked his brain, and do therefore use him the more
tenderly, because I see the hand of God hath overtaken

him,"t Mr. Angel most assuredly had the license of those

who employed him, and who paid him for his labours,,

though he might not have the formal allowance of his.

diocesan or the archbishop. What his lordship can mean by-

insinuating that " his violence had cracked his brain, and the

hand of God having overtaken him," is not very easy to

understand. If he laboured under some afflictive, mental, or

bodily disorder, as the words seem to intimate, he was surely

more deserving of sympathy and compassion thaw a heayy

ecclesiastical censure. But the fact most probably was, that

Mr. Angel was deeply involved in spiritual darkness about

his own state, and in painful uncertainty concerning his own
salvation. " For," says Mr. Clark, " there Mas a great light,

Mr. Angel, formerly of Leicester, afterwards of Grantham,
but now with God, who being under a sore and grievous

desertion, received much comfort from the conversation of

]Mr. Richard Vines."| This undoubtedly refers to the same
affliction.

Though it does not appear how long Mr. Angel continued

under suspension, he was afterwards restored to his ministry

;

and he continued his lecture till the year l6oO, when he was*

* Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b. iii. p. 73.

+ Wharton's Troubles of Laud, vol. i. p, 631.

X Clark's Lives, last vol. part i. p. 30.
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turned out for refusing the engagement. About the same

time the company of mercers in London made choice of him

as pubhc lecturer at Grantham in Lincohishire ; and not

long after he was appointed assistant to the commissioners of

that county, for ejecting ignorant and scandalous ministers

and schoolmasters, but did not long survive the appointment.

He died in the beginning of June, l6o5, when his remains

were interred in Grantham church. Having gained a dis-

tinguished reputation, and being so exceedingly beloved while

he lived, his funeral was attended by a great number of

ministers, when Mr. Lawrence Sarson delivered an oration at

his grave, in hioh commendation of his character. Wood
denominates him " a frequent and pamful preacher ; a man
mighty in word and doctrine among the puritans ;" and adds,
*' that as his name was Angel, so he was a man indeed of

angeUcal understanding and holiness, a burning and shining

light, and he continued to shine as a burning light, until God
translated him to shine as a star in the kingdom of heaven

for ever."* Mr. Henry Vaughan, ejected at the restoration,

was his successor at Grantham.t

His Works.—1. The right ordering of the Conversation, 1659.

—

2. rmieral Sermon at the Burial ot John Lord Darcey, 1669.

—

3. Preparation for the. Communion, 16-59.—4. The right Government
of the TIjoughts ; or, a Discovery of all vain, unprofitable, idle, and
wicked Tlioughts, 1659.

Ralph Robinson.—This holy minister was born at

Heswall in Cheshire, in the month of June, l6l4, and edu-

cated in Katherine-hall, Cambridge. Here, for several years,

he made good use of his time and academical advantages, and

came forrii well qualified for the ministry. Upon the com-

mencement of the national confusions, in l64G, he lett the

university and went to LoiKlon, where he gained consider-

able reputation. Being richly furnished with gifts and

graces, he was greatly beloved by the London ministers, and

his preaching rendered him exceedingly popular. He ac-

cepted an invitation to the pastoral charge at St. Mary's,

Woolnoth, and was ordained presbyter, by fasting and

prayer and the imposition of hands. In the year lG47 he

was chosen one of the scribes to the first provincial assembly

in Loudon. In 1648 he united with the Loadon ministers in

AthenjB Oxon. vol. ii, p. 118.

f Palmer's Noucoo. Mem. vol. ii. p. 417.
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declaring against the king's death.* And in l651 he wai^

concerned in Love's plot; but, upon his petitioning for

pardon, and promising submission to the existing government

in future, he was released.

+

Mr. Robinson died in the meridian of life. When he was

seized wiih his last sickness, havmg no great degree of pain,

he was unapprehensive of his approachnig change. When
he w as requested to make his w ill, he said, " 1 will do it

with all readiness, ihough 1 perceive not myself in any

danger of death :" adding, " I pray you flattc'r me not. If

my physician apprehend danger, let me know it ; for, I bless

God, the thoughts of death are not dreadful to me." To an

intimate friend he said, " 1 bless God, 1 have loved fasting

and prayer with all my heart." And being asked what was

the present state of his mind, he replied, " Though I

have not ravishing joys, I enjoy uninterrupted and satisfying

peace ; not in the least questioning my everlasting happiness,

through the grace of God in Christ Jesus." Being reminded

of the rest to be found in the bosom of Christ, he said, " Oh!

true rest can be found no where else ;" with which words he

breathed his last, June 15, 1655, aged forty-one years. He
was a person of exemplary piety ; and, in his judgment and

practice, a thorough presbyterian, and ever true and steady to

his principles. He was an indefatigable, orthodox, and useful

preacher ; a loving husband, a tender father, a vigilant pastor,

a cheerful companion, and a faithful friend.t Many poems

and elegies were published on his death. He was author

of the following works :
" Self Conduct ; or, the Saint's

Guidance to Glory, opened in a Sermon atf the Funeral of

the virtuous and religious Gentlewoman, Mrs. Thomasin

Barnardiston," 1654.—"The Christian completely Armed,"

1656.—" Christ All and in All," 1656.

Nathaniel Rogkrs.—This excellent minister was born

at Haveihil in Suffolk, about the year 1598 ;
and at the age

of fourteen was sent to Emanuel college, Cambridge, where

he became a hard student, made great proficiency in all kinds

of useful learning, and was a great ornament to the college.

He was son of Mr. John Rogiers, famous for his ministry and

nonconformity at Dedham m Essex. Under the pioui

* Calamv's Contin. vol. ii p 744.

+ Wood's Athenae Oxon. vol. ii, p. 7T.

j Ashe's Fun. Ser. for Mr. Robinson, entitled, " The Good Man's Dcatb

Lamented."—Clark's Lives, last vol. part i. p. 5T—60.
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instructions of his excellent parents, he feared the Lord from

his youth ; and, as he grew up to the age of man, he trod in

the footsteps of his honoured and worthy father. Though he

was indeed a person of most exemplary piety
;
yet it is related,

that, through the hurry of business, he went one morning from

home without attending to his usual private devotions, when
his horse stumbled and fell, by which he lost much blood,

and was exceedingly bruised. This event, however, taught

him a valuable lesson. It awakened him to so deep a sense

of his omission of duty, that, from that time to the day of his

death, no engagements whatever would hinder him from

attending upon the exercises of the closet.

Mr. Rogers, having finished his studies at the university,

became domestic chaplain to a person of quality, when he

gave the first specimen of his ministerial abilities. After he

had continued in this situation about two years, he became
assistant to Dr. Barkam, at Bocking in Essex. The doctor

being a high churchman, and particularly intimate with

Bishop Laud, many people wondered that he employed for

his curate the son of one of the most noted puritans in the

kingdom. Mr. Rogers was much beloved by the people,

and they were remarkably kind to him. Though the doctor

' treated him with civility, he did not allow him one-tenth of his

benefice, amounting to many hundreds a year, when he did

above three-fourths of the work. Mr. Rogers now began to

examine the controversy about ecclesiastical matters, and, as

the result of his inquiries, he became thoroughly dissatisfied

with the ceremonies and discipline of the church. After-

wards, the doctor being present at a funeral, and observing

that Mr. Rogers did not use the surplice, he was so completely

disgusted, that he advised his curate to provide for himself,

and so dismissed him. What a sad crime was it to bury the

dead without a surplice !

After he had preached about five years at Bocking, he was
presented to the living of Assington in Suffolk, where the

Bishop of Norwich allowed him to go on in the Lord's work,

without molestation, for about five years. His preaching

was highly esteemed, and greatly blessed among persons of

all descriptions. He had commonly more hearers than could

crowd into the church. The ignorant were instructed, the

careless awakened, and the sorrowful comforted. He was a
" fisher of men," and, by the blessing of God upon his

endeavours, many were caught in the gospel-net. At length,

the ruling ecclesiastics were resolved to stop the mouths of
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all ministers who refused to conform to their arbitrary

injunctions ; on which account great numbers of the most

laborious ar^d useful preachers in the Ivingdom were either

buried in silence, or forced to abscond, to avoid the fury of

the star-chamber and of the high commission. Mr. Rogers,

perceiving the approaching storm, chose to prevent rather

than receive the terrible sentence of those tribunals ; and

therefore he resigned his living into the hands of his patron.

Not being satisfied to lay down his ministry, he forsook the

neighbourhood of his father, with all his prospects of worldly

advantage; and, casting himself and his young family on the

providence of God, embarked for New England, where he

arrived November l6, 1636. Mr. Ralph Partridge, another

puritan nsinister, accompanied him in the same ship.*

Upon their arrival, Mr. Rogers was chosen co-pastor with

Mr. Norton over the church at Ipswich. These judicious

and holy men, whose hearts were cordially united in pro-

moting the fflorv of God and the salvation of souls, were

rendered a peculiar blessmg to this religious society. Mr.
Rogers was much afflicted, especially with the spitting of

blood. When the complaint was upon him, he used to

comfort himself by observing, " Though I should spit out

my own blood, by which my life is maintained, I shall never

cast out the blood of Christ, or lose the benefits of that

blood which cleanseth us from all sin." Linder one of these

afflictions, Mr. Cotton wrote him a consolatory letter, dated

March 9, 1631, in which he addressed him as follows:—" I

bless the Lord with you, who perfecteth the power of his

grace in your weakness, and supporteth your feeble body to

do him still more service. You know who said, ' Unmortitied

strength posteth hard to hell : but sanctitied weakness crecpeth

fast to heaven.' Let not your spirit faint, though your body

do. Your soul is precious in God's sight. ' Your hairs are

all numbered.' The number and measure of your fainting

fits, and wearisome nights, are all weighed and limited by

him who hath given you his son Jesus Christ to take upon
him your infirmities, and bear your sicknesses."! During the

last confflct, he was full of heavenly conversation, and closed

his life and labours saying, My times are in thy hands. He
died July 3, 1655, aged fifty-seven years. He was an emi-

nently holy man, an admirable preacher, and an incomparable

master of the Latin tongue. " And I shall do an injury

• Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b. iii. p. 104—106. + Ibid. p. lOT.
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to his memory," says our author, " if I do not declare that

he was one of the greatest men and one of the best ministers

that ever set his foot on the American shore."*

Jerom Turner, A. B.—This worthy person was born

at Yeovil in Somersetshiie, in the year l6"15, and educated

at Edniund's-hall, Oxford. Having finished his studies at

the university, he became schoolmaster at Bear in Devonshire,

where he also preached as assistant to his friend and kins-

man, Mr. Hugh Gundry, for the space of two years. At the

expiration of this period, he removed to Exmouth in the

same county, where, for about two years, he was assistant to

Mr. William Hook, afterwards silenced at the restoration.t

He next removed to Compton, near the place of his nativity,

and afterwards became chaplain to Sir Thomas Trenchard.

But, upon the commencement of the civil war, he was forced

to tlee for safety, when he took refuge at Southampton.

There he abode during the national confusions, and preached

among the puritans with considerable approbation. Upon
the conclusion of the wars, in 1646, he became pastor at

Netherbury in Dorsetshire, where he continued a zealous

and useful preacher to the time of his death. In the year

1654 he was appointed one of the assistant commis-
sioners of Dorsetshire, for ejecting ignorant and scan-

dalous ministers. Wood says, " his love to learning was
very great, and his delight in the ministerial exercise was
greater than his weak body could bear. He had a strong

memory, was w ell skilled in Greek and Hebrew, and was a

constant, zealous, fluent, and useful preacher ; but," says he,

" too much addicted to Calvinism.'^ He died at ]N ether-

bury, November 27, 1655, aged forty years.

His Works.—1. A. Breust-plate for the Keeping of the Heart,
1660.—2. A Rich Tieasurie for the Promises, 1660.—3. An Exposi-

tioii ou the first Chap, of the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesiaus.

Stephen Marshall, B. D.—This celebrated person

was born at Godmanchester in Huntingdonshire, and educated

in Emanuel college, Cambridge. He was some time minister

at Wethersfield in Essex, then presented to the benefice of

Finchingfield in the same county ; but his memory has greatly

* Mather's Hist, of New Eug. b. iii. p. 106—108.
+ Palmer's Noncon. Mem. toI, i. p. 184.

$ Woofl's AlheiKe Oxon. yoI. ii. p. 12J, 122.

VOL. III. R



U2 LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

suffered from men of opposite principles. In the former

situation, his people, from their warm attachment to him,

expended fifty pounds to purchase him a library, and
performed for him many friendly offices. It is further

observed, that " he was sensible of their kindness, and
engaged himself by a voluntary promise never to leave

them. He had not contiimed long in this situation before

Mr. Pickering, a reverend and learned divine, minister of

Finchingfieltl, died. The fatness of the benefit," it is said,

" helped the patron to suitors enow, but, amongst all, our

Marshall was the man whom his affection made choice of

to bestow his presentation upon; who having unluckily

married himself to Wethersfield, knows not what course

to take to sue out a bill of divorce. The great living, worth

.3^200 a year, is a strong temptation to the holy man's con-
' cupiscible appetite ; however, Wethersfield holds him to

his promise, never to leave them. A little assembly of

divines is called ; and it is tlierc debated how far Mr.
Marshall's promise is obligatory. The casuists, knowing
bis mind before, conclude, that it bound him not to leave

them for a lesser salary^ but left him at liberty to take a

hmsaer livins: when he could o-et it. Indeed, there is no
• f 111

reason why any promise, tiiough ever so solemnly and
deliberately made, should stand a perpetual palisado to any
godly man's preferment. This decision satisfies his corvan.

P'or he leaves Wethersfield, and away he goes to Fincliing-

field. This," it is added, " is the first noted essay that he

gave of his fidelity in keeping his promise."*

In this partial and curious account of Mr. Marshall, it is

also thus observed : " He was as conformable as could be

desired, reading divine service, wearhig the surplice, re-

ceiving and administering the sacrament kneeling; approv-

ing, commending, and extolling episcopacy and the liturgy
;

observing ail the holidays with more tlian ordinary dili-

gence, preaching upon most of them. This he did so long

as he had any hopes of rising that way. His ambition

was such," says this writer, " I have great reason to believe

that he was once an earnest suitor for a deanery, which is the

next step to a bishopric ; the loss of which made him turn

schismatic. His son-in-law Nye was heard to say, ' that

if they had made his father a bishop, before he had been too

far engaged, it might have prevented all the war ; and since

he cannot rise so high as a bishop, he will pull the bishops

* Life of Marshall, p. b. Edit. 1680.
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as low as himself: yea, if he can, lower than he was him-
self when he was at Godnmnchesler.' "*

This IS 'he representation oi a kiiown adversary, and is

evideiitl}^ desii>-nca to cast a slignia upon his character.

Notw it il^ta tiding his co3iformify, as here represented, after

Lis re.aoval to Finchingii* Id he was silenced for noncon-
formity ; and he reiiiain<d a long tune in a state of suspen-

sion. Upon liis restoration to his minisiry, in iC'dtO, he did
not return to his former charge, but was appointed lecturer

a< St Marg- .let's church, Westminster. Although he was
greatly desi.is d and reproachi.d by the opposite party, he
was a in 'u oi" high reputation, and was often cdled to

pr. ach betore the parliament, who consulted him in all aflairs

of importance relating to religion. " And without doubt,"
says Ciarendoi, " the Archbishop of Canterbury had never
so gnat an i-ifinence upon the councils at court, as Mr.
Marsliall and Dr. Burgess liad upon the houses of parlia-

ment."! Nov<mber 17, 1640, was observed as a day of
solemn fasting by ihe house of commons, aJ St. Margaiet's,

Westminster,- when these two divines were appointed to

con net the public service of the day ; on which occasion,

it is said, they pray( d and preached at least seven Incurs.

The S( rvjce being clos'd, the house voted thanks to both
the preachers, desiring them to print tlieir sermons ; and, to

afford them encouragement in future, a piece of plate was,
by order of tlie house, presented to each.

J

Lord CIar> ndon, with other historians of a similar spirit,

brings against him a charge unwt-rthy of any honest man.
The accusation relates to the ministers' petition presented
to the parliament ; and, says he, " The paper which con-
tained the ministers' petition, was filled with very few
hands, but that many other sheets were annexed for the
reception of numbers who gave credit to the undertaking.

But when their names were subscribed, the petition itself

was cut off, and a new one, ot a very different nature,

annexed to the long list of names ; and when some of the
minis ers complained to Mr. Marshall, with whom the
petition was lodged, that they never saw the petition to

which their names were annexed, but had signed another
petition against the canons, Mr. Marshall is said to reply,

that it was thought fit by those who understood the business

better than they, that the latter petition should be preferred

« Life of Marshall, p. 10. + Clarendon's Hist. vol. i. p, 239.

X Nalson'g Collec vol, i. p. 530, 53.S.
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rather than the former."* This, indeed, is a charge of a

very high nature, and ought to liave been well substantiated.

Dr. Walker, notwithstanding his extreme bigotry and
enmity against the puritans, seems not to give full credit to

the noble historian. " It is probable,,''^ says he, " that

Mr. Marshall was deeply enough concerned in this affair
;"

but he appears unwilling to affirm it as a matter of facl.f

If, however, the above account had been true, why did not

the ministers complain to the committee appointed l)y the

house of commons to inquire into their regular methods of

procuring hands to petitions ? The learned historian an-

swers, that they were prevailed upon to sit still and pass it

by ; for the truth of which we have only his lordship's

"Word, as nothing of the kind appears in Rushworlh, Whit-
iocke, or any other impartial writer of those times. The
whole affair his, therefore, the appearance of a mere forgery,

designed to bhicken the memory of Mr. Marshall and the

rest of the puritans.

Few persons have censured our divine with greater seve-

rity than the anonymous author of " A Letter of Spiritual

Advice, written to Mr. Stephen Marshall in his Sickness,"

1643. " When I heard of your sickness," says this writer,
*' I assure you I found in myself such a different apprehen-
sion of your slate, from that of other ordinary sick men, that

I think you will not wonder if all the king's subjects, who
wish good success to his maj(sty in this war, cannot impute
your visitation to any thing but the just severity and revenge

of Almighty God, for having had so strong an influence

upon the ruin of this kingdom and church. For, sir, is it

not apparent that your eminent gifts ofpreaching have been

made use of for the kindling of those flames of rebellion and
civil Avar, and most unchristian bloodshed ? Have not you,

with all the earnestness and zeal imaginable, persuaded your
hearers to a liberal contribution for the maintaining of this

unnatural war? Have not you forsaken your oAvn charge, to

accompany and strengthen the general of your army in his

resolutions and attempts against the just power and life of

his and your anointed sovereign? Does not the whole
kingdom impute almost all the distractions and combustions

therein as much to the seditious sermons of the preachers of

3'our faction, as to the contrivances of those persons who set

you on work ? Let your own conscience be your own judge

* Clarendon's Hist. vol. i. p. 161, 162.

+ Walker'ii Attempt, part i. p. 15.
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in Ibis matter, and it ^viU tell you, that if all these new
designs should succeed to your wish, and there should
liappen to be a change of government, you would think
yourselves wronged if you should not be acknowledged
very efiectual instruments in thut change. These things

therefore being so, you cannot accuse of uncharitableness

those who think these designs not only unjust, but ruinous
both to justice and religion, if they attribute it to God's
mercy to them, and vengeance on you, if he take such a
fire-brand as you out of the world."*

While this anonymous calumniator thus reproaches
Mr. IMarshall for his zeal in the cause of the parliament,

lie is extremely lavish in the dignified compliments con-
ferred upon his majesty, styling him " God's anointed, and
a most righteous christian king." Wood says, "that, upon
the approach of the troublesome times in 1640, Mr. Mar-
shall, Mr. Calain}', Dr. Burgess, and some others, first

whispered in their conventicles, then openly preached, that

for the cause of religion it was lawful for subjects to take up
arms against the king."f "As to Mr. Marshall," says
Dr. Calamy, " he was an active man, and encouraged
taking up arras for securing the constitution, when it ap-
peared not only to him and his brethren, but to a number
of as worthy gentlemen as ever sat in St. Stephen's chapel,
to be in no small danger; yet I am not aware that he can be
justly charged with any concurrence in those things which
afterwards overthrew the constitution, and tended to con-
fusion. He wrote a defence of the side which he took in our
civil broils, and I cannot hear that it was ever answered.''^

Mr. Marshall, at the same time, took an active part in

the controversy concerning church government. The cele-

brated Bishop Hall liaving published his work in defence of
episcopacy and the liturgy, called, " An Humble Remon-
strance to the high Court of Parliament," 1640, he united
with several of his brethren in Avriiing the famous book,
entitled, "An Answer to a Book, entituled, ' An Humble
Remonstrance:' in Avhich the Orio-inal of Lituro^y and
-Lpiscopacy is discussed, and Queries propounded <x)ncern-

ing both. The Parity of Bishops and Presbyters in Scri})lure

demonstrated ; the Occasion of their Imparities in Anti-
quity discovered ; the Disparity of the ancient anrl our
modern Bishops manifested ; the Antiquity of Ruling

* Letter of Advice, p. 1, 2.

+ Wood's Athenie Oxon. vol. ii. p. 235, S36.

J Calamy's CoDtia. vol. ii. p. 737.
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Elrlers in the Church vindicated: the Prclntical Church
bounded. Written by Smectymnuu?:," !641. T!ie word
sincctymnuus is composed of the initials of iis author.i' n;imes,

who were Stepiien Marsha!!, Edmund Calamj, Thomas
Young, Matdiew Newcomen, and William Spursto^e.
*' The worli," it is said, " is certainly written with great

fierceness of spirit and much asperity in language, con-

taining eighteen sections, in (lie last of which th.e diHor-

ences between the prelatists and puritans are aggravated
with great bitterness." The same author, on the satne page,

says, " it was, indeed, a very well written piece, thcretore

we find frequent reference to it in all the defences and apo-

logies for nonconformity, which have been since published."

Mr. Calamy aiiinns, tliat it "gave the first deadly blow to

episcopacy." The learned Dr. Kippis says, " it was a
production of no small importance in its day: and was
drawn up in a style of composition superior to that of the

puritans in general, and, indeed, of many other writers at

that period." The learned Bishop Wilkins represents it as
*' a c ipital work against episco])acy."*

The book is couciuded by a postscript, in which is con-

tained an historical narrative of (he bitter effects of episco-

pacy, as, pride, luxury, bribery, extortion, rebellion, treason,

&c. ; and the whole is closed thus :
—"The inhuman butche-

ries, blood-sheddings, and cruelties of Gardin'T, Bonner,
and the rest of the bishops in Queen Mary's days, are so

fresh -n every man's memory, as that we conceive li a thing

alloge'Jier unnecessary to niake mention of them. Only we
fear lest the guilt of the blood then shed should yet remain
to be required at the h-rnds of this nation, because it hath
not quickly endeavoured to appease the wrath of God, by a
general and silemn hum liation for it. What the practices

ol the prelales h've been ever since, from the beginning of

Queen t']!izib t!i to this present day, would fill a volume,
like Ezekiel's roll, with lamentation, mourning, and woe
to record. For it hath been their great design to hinder all

further reformation ; to bri'g iji doctrines of popery, armi-

nianism, and libertinism; to maintain, propagate, and much
increase the burden of human ceremonies ; to keep out, and
beat tiow'n t!ie preachiai; of the word, to silence the faithful

ministers of it, (o oppose a.d per.-ecute the most zealous

professors, and to turn all religion to a pompous outside

;

and to tread down the power of godliness. Insomuch, as

• Biog. Britan. vol. iii. p. 132, 136. Edit. 1178.
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it is come to an ordinary proverb, that ^vhen any thing is

spoiled, we use to say, The bishop's foot hath been in it.

And in this, and much more which might be said, fulfilling

Bishop Bonner's prophecy, which, when he saw that in

King Edward's reformation there was a reservation of
ceremonies and hierarchy, is credibly reported to have
used these words, ' Since they have begun to taste om^ broth,

thetj will not be long ere they xoilt eat our beef.''
"*

LJpori the publication of the above work, Bishop Hall
wrote his " Defence of the Humble Remonstrance against

the frivolous and false Exceptions of Smectymnuus," 1641.
To this, Smectymnuus published a reply, entitled, " A Vin-
dication of the Answer to the Humble Remonstrance, from
the unjust Imputations of Frivolousness and Falsehood

:

wherein the cause of the Liturgy and Episcopacy is further

debated," 1641. The learned prelate concluded the dispute
by publishing his piece entitled, " A short Answer to a
tedious Vindication of Smectymnuus," 1641.+

In this year, Mr. Marshall was appointed chaplain to the

Earl of Essex's regiment in the parliament's army. Dr.
Grey, in contempt, denominates him and Dr. Downing
*' the two famed casuistical divines, and most eminent camp-
chaplains ;" and charges them, on the authority of Clarendon
and Echard, with publicly avowing, " that the soldiers lately

taken prisoners at Brentford, and released by the king upon
their oaths, that they would never again bear arms against

him^ were not obliged by that oath ; but by their power
they absolved them, and so engaged those miserable wretches
in a second rebellion. "j This, as well as the foregoing

account, has all the appearance of forgery, with a view to

calumniate the two excellent divines. Priestly absolution

was as remote as possible from the practice of the puritans

;

and they rejected all claims to the power of it with the

utmost abhorrence. The parliament's army, at the same
time, stood in so little need of these prisoners, which were
only 150 men, that there is good reason to suspect the whole
account to be a falsehood.

§

In the year 1643, Mr. Marshall was chosen one of the

assembly of divines, and was a most active and valuable

member. In this public office it was impossible for Jiim to

escape the bitter censures of the opposite party. One of

* Smectymnuus, p. 77, 78. Edit, 1C5}.

+ Biog. Brilan. jol. iv. p. 2492. Edit. 1747.

J Grey's Examination, vol. ii. p. 10.

\ Neai's Purilanis, vol. iii. p. 3, 4.
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them, speaking of him as a member of the assembly, says,
*' He quickly grows to be master, and is so called by all.

They sit, not to consult for the reformation of religion in
things that are amiss, but to receive the parliament's com-
mands to undo and innovate religion. In which work, or
rather drndgery of tlie devil, our active Stephen needs
neither whip nor spur: tooth and nail he bemis himself to

the overthrow of the hierarchy, root and branch."* Ur.
Heylin, with his usual modesty, calls him " the great bell-

wether of the presbjteriansf'f and alhrms, that though he
had the chief hand in compUing the directory, he married
his own daughter by the form prescribed in the Book of
Common Prayer ; which he had no sooner don(* than he
paid down five pounds to the cliurchwaidens of the parish,

as a fine for using any other form of marriage than that
contained ui the directory. t The truth of this representa-
tion of so excellent a person as Mr. Marshall, e.peciaily
from the pen of Dr. Heylin, is extremely doubttui, if not
unworthy of the smaUest cr* dit.

Mr. Marshall frequently united with his brethren in the
observance of public fasts, when the servic< s were usually
protracted to a very great length. O.k onr of thesi^ occa-
sions, it is said, " that Dr. Twisse having commenc^'d the
public service with a short prayer, Mr. Marshail prayed in

a wonderful, pathetic, and prudent manner for two hours.
Mr. Arrowsmith then preached an hour, tlien th y sung a
psalm ; after which Mr. Vines prayed nearly (wo hours,
Mr. Palmer preached an hour, and Mr. Soaman prayed
nearly two hours. Mr. Henderson then spoke of the evils of
the time, and how they were to be remedied, and Dr. Twisse
closed the service with a shoit praycr."§

* Lifeof Marsliall, p. 11,

+ Dr. Peter Heylin, preanhing at Westminster abbey, before Bishop
Williams, and endeavouring to justify the church in tiie imposition of
doctrine and ceremonies, and So censure the nitnconformists, he said, " In-
stead of hearken inj^ to the voice of the church, every man hearkens to him-
self, and cares not if the whole miscarry so that he himself may carry his
own devices. Upon which stubbirn hcighf of pride, what quarrels have
been raised ? what schisms in every corner of the church ?—To inquire no
further, some put all into open tumult rather than conform to (he lawful
government derived from Christ an! his aposiies." On expressing these
words, the bishop, sitting in the great pew, knocked aloud with his staff
upon the pulpit, saying, " No more of that point, no more of that point,
Peter." To whom Heylin immediately answered, " I have a little more to
say, my loid, and then I have done ; w hen he proceeded to finish his subject.
Biog. Britan. v.>l. iv. p. 239T. Edit. 1747.

X Heylin's Examen Historicnm, p. 264.
S Biog. Britan. vol. i. p. 51S. Edit. 1778.
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In the year 1644, be atteiifled the commissioners of par-
liament at the treaty of Uxbridge. In J04o, he was chosen
one of the committee of arconnnodation, to secure the peace
of the church, and promote, as far as possible, the sfitisfac-

tion of dl parti' s. The year followiiig, lie was appointed,
together wlh Mr. ,fos(ph Caryl, ch'ipiain to the commis-
sioners who were sent to the king at Newcastle, in order to

an accommodation for peace. Renoving thence, by easj
journies, to fl'hiiby-house in Northamptonshire, the two
chapkiins performed divine worship there ; but his majesty
never aft; nded.* tie spent his Lord's day in private ; and
though they waited at tabh;, he would not so much as allow
them to ask a blessing. The Oxford historian, who men-
tions this rircuinsta ce, relates the following curious anec-
dote :—" It is said that Marshall did, on a tune, put himself
more forward than was meet to say grace; a,:d, while he
was long in forming his chaps, as the manner was among the
saints, arul making ugly faces, his majesty said grace him-
self, and was fallen to his meat, and had eaten up some part
of his dinner, before Marshall had ended the blessing ; but
Caryl was not so impudent."f

About the above period, Mr. Marshall and Mr. Nye were,
by order of the parliament, appointed to attend the commis-
sioners to Scotland, whose object was to establish an agree-
ment with the Scots.t In their letter to the assembly, they
assure their brethren, that the ministers in the north are
wholly on the side of the parliament. They conclude their

canting letter, as Dr. Grey calls it, in the following Avords

:

<< We scarce ever saw so much of Christ for us as this

day, in the assembly's carrying of this business: such
weeping, such rejoicing, such resolution, such pathetical
expressions, as we confess hath much refreshed our hearts,

before extremely saddened with ill news from our dear coun-
try

; and hath put us in good hope that this nation (which
sets about this business as becometh the work of God and
the saving of the kingdoms) shall be the means of lifting

up distressed England and Ireland. "§
In the year 1647, Mr. Marshall was appointed, together

* Dr. Grey, on the authority of " An Apologry for the Bishops," says,
that Mr. Marshall having once petitioned the king for a deanery, and at
another time for a bishopric, and being refused, his majesty tofd him at
llolmby, that he would on tliis account overthrow all.—Grew'* Exam.
ol, i. p. 392.

+ Wood's Athena; Oxon. vol, ii. p. 375.
t Clarendon's Hist. vol. ii. p. 232.

S Grey's Examination, vol. ii. p. 94.
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with Mr. Vines, Mr. Caryl, and Dr. Seaman, to attend the

commissioners at the treaty of the Isle of Wight, when lie

conducted himself with great ability and moderation. The
house of commons having now many important affairs under
consideration, Mr. Marshall and Mr. Nye, by order of the

houhe, December 31, 1647, were desired to attend the next

morning to pray with them, tliat they might enjoy the

direction aivd blessing of God in tlieir weighty consulta-

tions.* In the year 1654, when the parliament voted a

toleration of all who professed to hold the fimdamentals of

cliristiauity, Mr. Marshall was appointed one of the com-
mittee of learned divines, to draw up a catrdogue of fun-

damentals to be presented to the house. + About the same
time he was chosen one of the tryers.

A writer already mentioned, who employs thirty quarto

pages in little else than scurrility and abuse, gives the

following account of him : " Because the church could not

be destroj'ed without the king, who was more firmly

wedded to it than Mr. Marshall was either to his wife or his

first living ; the king, and all who adhered to him, and the

church, must be destroyed together : to whose ruin Mr.
Marshall contributed not a little. His thundering in all

pulpits; his cursing all people who were backward in

engaging against him ; his encouraging all those whose

villany made them forward in undertaking that great work,

warraiiting them no small preferment in heaven if they

would lay down their lives for the cause ; his menaces and

private incitatlons, becoming drum-major or captain-general

to tlie army, praying from regiment to regiment at Edge-
hill. His religion stood most in externals: in a Jewish

observation of the sabbath, praying, preaching, fasts, and

thanksgivings. Under these specious shews," adds the un-

worthy biographer, " the mystery of iniquity lay hid."t

Mr. Echard, with his usual candour, denominates him
*' a famous incendiary, and assistant to the parliamentarians

;

their trumpeter in their fasts, their confessor in their sick-

ness, their counsellor in their assemblies, their chaplain in

their treaties, their champion in their disputations;" and

then adds, " This great SJiimei, being taken with a des-

perate sickness, departed the world mad and raving /""S than

which there never was a more unjust aspersion. Mr. Baxter,

* Whiilorke's Mem. p. 220, 287, 336.

f Sylves(er's Life of Baxter, part ii. p. 197—199.

X Life of Marshall, p. 13, 17.

^ Eciiard's Hist, of Eng. toI. ii. p. 783.
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who knew him well, calls him " a sober and worthy man ;"*

and used to observe, on account of his great moderation,

that if all the bisliops had been of the same spirit as

Arclibishop Ush(r, the independents like Mr. Jeremiah
Burroughs, and the prebyterians like Mr. Stephen Marsliall,

the divisions of the clnirch would soon have been healed.

He w;is, indeed, taken ill, and oblig, d to retire into the

country tor the ben* fit of the air, ^vhen the Oxford Mercury
piiblislied to the world that he was districted, and in his

rage conslantly cried out, that he was damned for adhering
to the parliament in their war against the king. But he
lived to refute the unjust calumny, and published a treatise

to prove the lawfulness of defensive war, in certain cases

of extremity. Upon his retirement from the city, he spent

his last two years at Ipswich. His last words when upon
his death-bed, according to Mr. Petyt, were, Kuig Charles,

King Charles^ and testified much horror and regret tor the

bloody confusion.^ he had promoted. + This representation

appears to be void of truth, and only designed to repioach
his memory. For Mr. Giles Firmin, who knew him in liiie,

and attended him in death, observes, in a preface to one of
Mr. Marshall's posthumous sermons, " That he left behind
him few preachers like himself; that he was a christian in

practice as well as profession ; that he lived by faith, and died
by faith, and was an example to the believers, in word, in

conversation, in charity, in faith, and in purity. And when
he, together with some others, convers( d with him about his

death, he replied, ' I cannot say, as one did, I have not so

lived that I should now be afraid to die; but this I can say,

I have so learned Christ, that I am not afraid tq die."'t He
enjoyed the full use of his understanding to the last ; but, tor

some montlis previous to his death, he lost his appetite and
the use of his han.'s.

He was justly accounted an admired preacher ;§ but, to

* Sylvester's Life of Baxter, part ii. p. 199.

+ (irej's Examination, vol. iv. p. 146.

% Neal's Puritans, vol. iv. p, 19.

\ Mr. Marshall was certainly a useful as well as admired preacher, of
'which the followins; instance is preserved on record :—Lady Brown, wife
io an eminent member of the long parliament, was under great trouble

about the salvation of her soul. For some time she refused to attend upon
public worship, though it had formerly been her great delight. She asked
what she should do there, and said it would only increase her damnation !

In this state of mind she was persuaded, and almost forced to hear Mr,
Marshall; when the scrraon was so exactly suited to her case, and so

powerfully applied to her mind, that she returned home in transports of
joy.

—

Calainy's Contin, vol, i, p. 467.
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refute this account of his character, Dr. Grey quotes several
passages from his sermons preached on public occasions

;

among which are the following:—" Beloved, our days are
belter than they were seven years ago ; because it is better

to see the Lord executing judgment, than to see men work-
ing wickedness ; and to behold people lie wallowing in
their blood, rather than apostatizing from God, and era-

bracing idolatry and superstition, and banishing the Lord
Christ from amongst men.—Carry on the work still. Leave
not a rag that belongs to popery. Lay not a bit of the
Lord's building witli any thing that belongs unto anti-

christ's stuff; but away with all of it, root and branch,
head and tail ; throw it out of the kingdom.—I could easily

set before you a catalogue of mercies. You have received

many peculiar to your own persons, to your souls and bodies,

your estates and families, privative mercies, positive mer-
cies. You eat mercies, drink mercies, wear mercy's clothes,

are compassed about and covered with mercies, as much
as ever the earth was in Noah's flood."* These sermons,
of which this is a specimen, so abound with striking com-
parisons, and contain so pointed an appeal to the hearers,

that though they are not suited to the taste of modern elo-

quence, it is easy to conceive how they might gain great
admiration in those times. The doctor's refutation, there-

fore, refutes itself.

Another author endeavours to expose Mr. Marshall to

public contempt, on account of his sentiments delivered in

his sermons before the parliament. We give these senti-

ments in his own words, as transcribed from his sermons :

'' Christ," says he, " breaks and moulds commonwealths at

his pleasure, fie ha(h not spoke much in his word how
long they sh;dl last, or what lie intends to do with them

:

only this, that all kings and kingdoms that make war against

the church, sljall be broken in pieces; and tliat, in the end,
all the kingdoms of the world bliall he the kingdoms of our
Lord and his saints; and they sliall reign over them. Did
ever any parliament in England lay the cause of Christ and
religion to heart as this hadi done ? Did ever the city of
London, tiie rest of the tribes, and the godly party tlirough-

out the land, so willingly exhaust themselves, ihat Clirist

might be set up ? Let all England cry that our blood, our
poverty, &c. are abundantly repaid in this, that there is

such a concurrejice to set the Lord Christ upon his throne,

* Grey's Examination, vol. iii. p. 183— 185.
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to be Lord and Christ over this our Israel."* There is

more to the same purpose ; but this contains a sufficient

specimen.

Newcourt calls him " The Geneva-Bull, and a factious

and rebellious divine ;"t and Wood styles him " a notori-

ous independent, and the archflamcn of the rebellious rout."^:

The fact however is, he never was an independent, but lived

and died an avowed presbjterian. And Avith respect to his

rebellion, what is observed above will afford every impartial

reader a sufficient refutation of the charge. Fuller has

classed him among the learned writers of Emanuel college ;^

and gives him the following character : " He was a minister

well qualified for his work; yet so supple, that he did not

break a joint in all the alterations of the times. Although
some suspected him of deserting his presbyterian principles;

yet upon his death-bed he gave full satisfaction of the con-

trary. "|| He died in the month of November, 1655, when
his remains were interred with great funeral solemnity in

Westminster abbey, but were dug up, together with many
others, at the restoration.^ Mr. Ilugh Glover, ejected in

1662, was his successor at Finchingfield.** Mr. Marshall

wrote with considerable ability against the baptists, and
published many sermons preached before the parliament,

tlie titles of some of which we have collected.

His Works.— I. A Sermon preached before the Honourable Honsc
of Commons, at their public Fast, Nov. 17, 1640— 1641.—2. A Peace-
Offering to God, a Sermon (o the Honourable House of Connnons, at

their public Thanksgivhis. Sept. 7, 1641—1641.— 3. Meroz Cursed r

or, a Sermon to the Commons at their late solemn Fast, Feb. 2.3, 1641—1641.—4. Reformation and Desolation; or, a Sermon tendivig to

the Discovery of the Symptoms of a People to whom God will by us
be reconciled, preached before the Commons at their late public Fast,

Dec. 22, 1641—1642.—5. The Song of Moses the Servant of God,
and the Song of the Ijamb, opened in a Sermon before the Commons
at their late solemn Day of Thanksgiving-, June 15, 1643—1643.

—

6. A Copy of a Letter written by Mr. Stephen Marshall to a Friend,

of his in the City, for the necessary Vindication of himself and his

Ministry, against the altogether groundless, most unjust, and ungodly
Aspersion cast upon him by certain Malignants in the City, 1643.

—

7. A Sermon of the Baptizing of Infants, preached ui Abbey-church.

* L'Estrange's Dissenters' Sayings, part ii. p. 40, 55.

+ Newcourt's Repert. Eccl, vol.ii. p. 265.

$ Wood's Athena;, vol. ii. p. 375, 715. § Hist, of Cam. p. 147.

II
Fuller's Worthies, part ii. p. 52, 53. t Kennet's Chronicle, p. 536".

** Palmer's Noncon, Mem. vol, ii. p. gOO.



25i: LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

Westminster, at the Morning Lecture appointed by the Honourable
House of Commons, 1644.—8. The Churches Lamentation lor the

Good Man's Loss; delivered in a Sermon lo the Right Honourable
the two Houses of Parliament and the Reverend Assembly of
Divines, at the Funeral of that excellent Man, John Pym, esquire,

a late Member of the Honourable House of Commons, 1644.—

-

9. God's Master-Piece, a Sermon tending to manifest God's glorious

appearing in the Building up of Zion, preached before the Right
Honourable the House of Peers, March 26, 1645—1645.— 10. The
Strong Helper; or, the Interest and i'ower of the Prayers of tiie

Destitute, for the Building up of Zion, opened in a Sermon before the

Commons, upon the solemn Day of their monthly Fa.st, April 30,
1645— 1645.— 11. A Sacred Record to be made of God's Mercies to

Zion: a i'hanksgiving Sermon preached to the two Houses of Par-

liament, the Lord Mayor, Court of Aldermen, and Common Council
of the City of London, at Christ's Church, June 19, 1645—1645.

—

12. A Defence of Infant Baptism : In Answer to two 1'reatises, and
an Appendix, lately published by Mr. Jo. Tombes, 1646.

Timothy Armitage, in the year 1617, was chosen

paslor of the first independent church in the city of Nor-
wich. So early as the year 1643, many pious people in

Norwich joined Mr. Bridge's church at Yarmonth, who
afterwards wished to have the seat of the chnrch removed
to the former place; but the majority of members residing

at Yarmouth, the proposal was declined. Yet it was
mutually agreed that they should form themselves into a
separate church. This was done June 10, 1644, in the

presence of several of their brethren from Yarmouth, who
signified their approbation by expressions of the most tender

and endeared affection. Indeed, many of the metnbers of

both churches had been companions in the patience of our

Lord Jesus In a foreign land, when they enjoyed sweet

communion together in the ordinances of the gospel, but

returned home upon the commenceiuent of the civil wars.

The church at Norwich was no sooner formed than numer-
ous additions were made to it. Mr. Armitage, after labouring

several years with great usefulness, died much regretted in

December, 1655. He published a work entitled, " Enoch's

Walk with God." Mr. Thomas Allen, the silenced non-

conformist in 1662, succcctled him in the pastoral office.*

There v/erc at this early period no less than fifteen congre-

gational churches on the coast of Suffolk and Norfolk, under

» Meen's MS. CoUec. p. 116.
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the direction and encouragement of Mr. Armitage and
Mr. Bridge.*

Giles Workman, A. M.—This worthy person was the

son of iMr. William W^orkman, born at Newton Bagpath in

Gloucestershire, in the year 1605, and educated at Magda-
len-hall, Oxford, where he took his degrees in arts. After

finishing his studies at the university, he became vicar of

Walford in Herefordshire, then master of the college school

in Gloucester, and at length, by the favour of Matthew
Hale, esq., afterwards lord chief justice, he became rector

of Alderley in Gloucestershire. Wood says, " he was a
quiet and peaceable puritan. "+ He was brother to Mr.
John Workman, another puritan divine, and a great

sufferer under the oppressions of Archbishop Laud. Mr.
Giles Workman died in 1655, aged fifty years ; when his

remains were interred in Alderley church. He published
" A modest Examination of Laymen's Preaching, discovered

to be neither warranted by the Word of God, nor allowed

by the Judgment or Practice of the Churches of Christ in

New England," 1646. He also published several sermons.

Thomas Young, D. D.—This pious and learned divine

was probably educated in the university of Cambridge.
He was afterwards preacher to the English merchants at

Hamburgh ; and, upon his return to his native country, he
became vicar of Stow-Market in Suffolk, in which situation

he continued almost thirty years. He was a person of great

learning, prudence, and piety, and discovered great fidelity

and ability in the work of the ministry.^ In the year 1643
he was chosen one of the assembly of divines, and proved
himself a distinguished member during the whole session.

Being called to the metropolis, he was chosen pastor at

Duke's-place in the city. In 1645 he was appointed one
of the committee of accommodation ;^ and about the same
time was chosen master of Jesus college, Cambridge, by
the Earl of Manchester. In this public situation he dis-

covered his great abilities and usefulness, till he was turned

* Palmers Nonoon. Mem. vol. iii. p. 11, 286.

+ Woods Adienae Oxon. vol. ii. p. 122.

J Clark's Lives annexed to Martvrologie, p. 194.

\ Papers of Accom. p. 13.
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out, in 1650, for refusinar the en£cagement.* Upon this he

most probably retired to Stow-Market, where he afterwards

died, in the year 1655, and his remains were interred in the

clmrch nnder a marble stone, with a monumental inscription.

Mr. Baker says, " he left behind him the character of a

learned, wise, and pious raan."+ Mr. Leigh styles him " a

learned divine, very well versed in tlic fathers, and author of

an excellent treatise, entitled " Dies Dominica." He was

also one of the authors of Sraectymnuus.^

John Pendarves, A. B.—This person was born in

Cornwall, in the year 1622, and educated at Exeter college,

Oxford. In the year 1642, when the nation was involved

in war, he left the university, took part with the parliament,

and, says the Oxford historian, " having a voluble tongue

for canting, went up and down preaching in houses, barns,

under trees, hedges, and elsewhere." Though this is

evidently designed to blacken his memory, his conduct

herein was surely as commendable as that of many of the

episcopal clergy, who stretched all their power to obtain

numerous rich livings, but did not preach at all. " But,"

says he, "at length he turned anabaptist; and having

obtained a great multitude of disciples, made himself head

of them, defied all authority, contradicted and opposed all

orthodox ministers, challenged them to prove their calling,

and spared not many times to interrupt them in their pulpils,

and to urge them to disputes. Alter several challenges,

Dr. Mayne, of Christ's Church, undertook to be his respon-

dent : and, according to appointment, they met September

11, 1652, in Watlington clmrch, Oxfordshire, when an

innumerable company of people assembled : bui Pendarves

being backed by a great parly of anabaptists, and the scum

of the people, who behaved themselves very rudely, the

disputation was interrupted, and so came to nothing."^ He
was lecturer at Wantage in Berkshire, and pastor to the

baptist church at Abingdon in the same county. Our

author adds, that " he accounted himself a true-born

Englishman ; but, because he endeavoured utterly to undo

the distressed and tottering church of England, he was

undeservina: of the name. And as he did these things for

• Walker's Attempt, part i. p. 115.

t Baker's MS. Collec. vol. vi. p. 58.

J Leigh on Religion and Learning, p. 369.

^ Wood's Atheae Oxoo. vol. ii. p. 127.
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no other purpose than to obtain wealtli, and make liimself

famous to posleritj ; so it would be accounted worthy, if

by my onii >si"<n of him his name could have been buritd in

obiivion." This bitter writer, nevertheless, allows him to

•have been a tolerable disputant.* Mr. Pendarves died in

Loj:don, in the beginning of September, 1656, aged thirty-

four yars. His remains are said to have been carried to

Abiuijdon, in a sugar-cask tilled up with sand ; w here they
"were interred, v/itli great funeral solemnity, in the baptists'

burying-ground. He was a iifth monarchy man:f and,
being famous among the p^irty, his interment drew together

so great a concourse of people, that the government took
notice of it, and sent Major-general Bridges, with a party
of soldiers, to attend at Abing-Jon on the occasion. The
num rous ass -mblage of people spent several days in the

reli*>!()us exercises of praying and preaching, which was
attended with some rude behaviour and confusion.

t

His WiiRKS —1. Arrows against Eabjlon ; or, Queries serving: to a
clear Discovery of tlie Mjslery of Iniqnity, lGo6.— 2. Endeavours
for Refurnialion of Saints' Apparel, 1656.—3. Queries for the People
called Quakers, 1656.—4- Prefatory Epistle to a Book entitled,
* 1 ho Prophets iMalachy and Isaiah prophesyin;^ to the Saints and
Professors of this Geiieration,' 1656.—5. Several Sermons, 1657.

—

And various other small articles.

John Gifford.—This person was born in the county of

Kent; afterwards he became a major in the king's army^
during the civil wars. He was concerned in the insurrection

raised in that county ; for which he was apprehended, and,

together with eleven others, received the sentence of death.

But, the night before he was to sutler, his sister coming to

visit him, and finding the centinels who kept the door of

the prison fast asleep, and his companions iu a state of

intoxication, she urged him to embrace the favourable

opportunity and escape for his life. Having made his

* Wood's Athenae, vol. ii. p. 127.

+ The fifth monarchy men arose about the time of the death of Charles I,

and during the commonwealth. They expected the immediate appearance
of Christ to establish on earth a new monarchy or kingdom, and to com-
mence his glorious personal reign of a thousand years. As there are four

great empires mentioned in ancient history, which successively gained the

dominion of ihe world, so these men, believing that this new spiritual king-

dom of Christ was to be the fifthy received the appellation offifth monarchif

mtn.

% iMeeo's MS. Collec. p. 452.

VOL. J 1 1. I S



258 LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

escape, he fled into the fields and crept into a ditch, where
he remained about three days, till search for him was over;

and then, by the help of iriends, he went in disguise to

London. After concealing himself for some time in the

city, and at various places in the country, he went to Bed-
ford, where, though an entire stranger, he commenced the

practice of physic; but s(i!l remained very debauched in

his life. He was greatly addicted to drunkenness, swear-

ing, gaming, and similar immoral practices, In his gaming
he usually found himself a loser, wiiich made him sometimes
discontented, and resolve to leave o(f the practice ; but his

resolutions were soon broken, and lie returned to his old

course. One night, having lost fifteen pounds, he became
almost outrageous, attended with most reproachful thoughts

of God ; but looking into one of Mr. Bolton's books, some-
thing laid fast hold upon his conscience, and brought him
for the first time to a deep sense of his sins. Under these

painful convictions he laboured for about a month, when
God by his word so discovered to him the forgiveness of

his sins, through faith in Jesus Christ, that, as he used to

say, he never lost sight of it aiterwards.

Mr. Giffbrd having thus tasted that the Lord was gracious,

presently sought an intimate acquaintance with the religious

people in Bedford, whom he had before grievously perse-

cuted, and had even resolved to murder the minister who
had occasionally preached to them. Indeed, he had been a

man of so profligate and base a character, that they were for

some time jealous of his profession ; but he, being naturally

of a bold spirit, still thrust himself among them, both in

their public meetings and private company. Having made
sufficient trial, they embraced him as a disciple and a

brother; and after some time he began to preach among
them. The very first sermon he preached was made
instrumental in the conversioh of a female, whose future life

became an ornament to her profession. He afterwards col-

lected the most pious persons in the congregation together

;

and, having repeatedly assembled and prayed to God for

his direction and blessing, they formed thtmiselves into a

christian church. They were twelve in all, including Mr.
Giffbrd, and all ancient and g'rave christians, and well

known to one another. Here was laid the foundatioii of

that religious society of which the celebrated Mr. John
Bunyan was afterwards pastor, and which exists and
flourishes at the present time. It was formed upon strict
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cont^regalional principles, admittincj both pnedobapHsts ,ind

antipa^dubaptihts, and still continues oa the same broad

foundation.

The members of this infiint society, after giving them-
selves to the Lord and to one another, unanimously chose

Mr. riifford to the office o/' pastor. He accepted tiie charge,

and sjave liimself up to the service of tiie Lord and his

people, to walk with them, watcii over (hem, :ind dispense

among them ihe mysteries of the kingdom. This was about

the year 1651. The principle on which they entered into

church fellowship, and on wliicli they added fresh jnembers,

was, " Faith in Christ and holiness of life," without respect

Jo any outward circumstuices vvliLitevi-r. '• By this means,"

it is said, " grace and faith were encouraged, and love and
amity maintuned; disputing and occasion of jnnglings,

and unprofitable questions, avoided ; and many that were
weak in failh confirmed in the blessings of eternal life."

Mr. Gilford died September 21, 1656; who, on his death-

bed, wrote a most excellent letter to the congregition,

earnestly persuiding tiiem to continue in the faithful

maintenance of their principles, antl aifectionately exhorting-

them to promote peace, holiness, and brotiierly love.*

Richard C.apel, A. M.—This worthy divine was born
in the city of Gloucester, in 1586, and descended from the

ancient family of that name, being a ne ir relation to Lord
Capel. His father was an alderman of the city ; one who
greatly promoted the cause of Christ in the place; and was
a zealous friend to the snft'ering nonco dormists. His son

was educated in Magdalen college, Oxford, where lie

gained a considerable reputation, and was c'uosen fellow of

the house. He had many learned pupils, who became
famous in their day ; among whom were Dr. Frewen, after-

wards archbishop of York, and the celebrated Mr, William
Pemble. Mr. Capel, being desirous of greater usefulness to

souls, removed from the university and entered upon the

ministerial work, first at Estington, then at Piichcomb in

his own county. He did not enter into the sacred office for

a piece of bread, but for the advancement of the Redeemer's
kingdom and the salvation of men. Therefore he had no
sooner entered upon the work, than he gave himself wholly
to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine ; and his profiting

* Meen's MS, CoUec. p. 313—317, 325; as transcribed from th«

•riginal church-book at Bedford.
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soon became so manifest to all, that lie was justly reputed a
man approved of God, rightly dividing the word of truth.

In the exercises of the pulpit he was sometimes a Boanergcsj

the son of thunder ; but more commonly a Barnabas, the

son of consolation. Under the intolerance and oppressions

of Bishop Laud, when the ceremonies were enforced Avith

the utmost rigour, and the most grievous penalties were
inflicted on the nonconformists, he became a sufferer with

the rest of his brethren. And, upon the publication of the

Book of Sports, in 1633, he could not read it with a safe

conscience ; therefore, to avoid deprivation, he peaceably
resigned his living and turned physician ; in which pro-

fession he was much esteemed, and very successful.*

The excellent Dr. Sibbs, who died in tlie year 1635,

bequeathed legacies, in his last will and testament, to his

numerous relations and friends ; among whom was Mr.
Capel, who received a small legacy. f In the year 1641 he

espoused the cause of the parliament, and renewed his

ministerial exercises at Pitchcomb, where he had obtained a

distinguished reputation. He still continued in the practice

of physic, but preached to the people gratuitously all the

rest of his days. In 1643 he was nominated one of the

assembly of divines, but never attended, choosing rather to

continue his uninterrupted labours among the people of his

charge.

Towards the close of life, this worthy servant of Clirist

was exercised with many trials, which, b}^ the help of God,
he bore with patience and unshaken confidence. He
cheerfully resigned himself to his heavenly Father's will.

Being particularly desirous not to die a lingering death, the

Lord was pleased to grant him his desire. For, having

preached twice on the Lord's day, and performed the usual

duties of the family and the closet, he went to bed and died

immediately, being September 21, 1656, aged seventy years.

Mr. Clark denominates him " a man of a quick apprehen-

sion, a strong memory, and great piety ;" and says, " he

was a living library, a full storehouse of all good literature,

a judicious preacher, and a sound ortliodox divine.":}: In

the opinion of Wood, " he was a man of great eminence,

and much followed by men of note, especially of the

Cahinian party. At Estinglon he was eminent, among the

puritans, for his painful and practical preaching, his

* Clark'8 Lives annexed to Martyrologie, p. 303, 309.

i Baker's MS. Collec. vol. xxxviii. p. 445. % Lives, p. 304,311.
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exemplary life and conversation, and for doing- many good
offices lor his brctlireu in the ministry. He was csieenied

an excellent preacher, and a true lollower of Messrs, Dod,
Claver, Hildcrslmm, and Dr. Kainolds."* Mr. Daniel

Capel, ejected at the restoration, was his son.t

Kis Works.— 1. God's Valuation of Man's Soul, 1632.—2. A
Treatise ot 'reraplatious, WoO.—3. A brief Dispute tuuciiiug Kesti-
tution in Cases of Usury, 1650.—4. Remains, 1658.—5. An Apology
iu Delcnce of some Exceptions in tlie Book of 'I'emptations, 1659.

James Noyes.—This excellent minister was born at

Chaldrington in Wiltshire, in the year 1608, and educated
in Brazen-nose college, Oxford. His father was a learned

minister and schoolmaster ; and his mother was sister to

Mr. IJobert Parker, the famous puritan. Mr. Noyes, after

finishing his studies at the university, became assistant to

Mr. Thomas Parker, in his school at Newbury in Berksiiire.

Here he was converted under the united ministry of Mr.
Parker and the celebrated Dr. Twisse, when he became
admired for his great piety. He afterwards entered upon
the ministerial work; but because he could not, with a safe

conscience, observe the ecclesiastical impositions in the

established church, he fled to New England. He sailed in

the same ship with Mr. Parker, and safely arrived in the

year 1634. These two worthy ministers preached, or ex-

pounded, one in the morning, the other in the afternoon,

every day during the whole voyage. The sweetest affection

subsisted betwixt them all their lives. They were true

brethren, and never separated one from the other, till con-

strained by death. Upon their arrival in the new colony,

Mr. Noyes preached about a year at Medford ; at the ex-

piration of which period he removed, with Mr. Parker and
otlier friends, to Newbury, where they gathered a church,

of which Mr. Noyes was chosen teacher, and Mr. Parker
pastor. In this office Mr. Noyes continued above twenty
years. Though his views of church discipline were
different from some of his brethren, both parties exercised

so much forbearance, tliat peace and good order continued

uninterrupted. And though he was very averse to the

English ceremonies, accounting them needless, in many
respects offensive and hurtful, and the imposition of them

* Wood's Athenas Oxon. vol. ii. p. 129.

+ Palmer's Noncon. Mem, vol. ii. p. ?54,
';
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intolerable and abominable; yet he could have been hUt isfied

with moderate episcopacy. lie held a profession of faitii

and repentance, and a subjection to the ordinances of Christ,

to be the rule of admission to church fellowship ; but ad-

mitted to baptism the children of those who had been

baptized, without requiring the parents to own any covenant

or being in church iellowship. He, as well as his colleague,

considered the sabbath as beginning on the Saturday

evening.

Mr. Noyes, at the close of life, endured a long and tedious

affliction, which he bore with christian pati' nee and holy

cheerfulness. He died triumphing in the Lord, October

22, 1656, aged forty-eight years. He possessed a quick

invention, a sound judgment, a strong memory, and was a

good linguist, an able disputant, an excellent counsellor, and
one of I he greatest men of the age.* He was much beloved

by his people, and his memory is there respected at the

present day. He published a piece entitletl, '•' Moses and
Aaron, ^ir tlie Rights of Church and State;" and " A Cate-

chism," for the use of Jiis flock, which, to the honour of his

memory, has lately been reprinted.f

Edward Bright, A. M.—This worthy minister of Christ

was born at Greenwich, near iiondon, and educated in the

university of Can)bridge, where he was chosen fellow of his

college.^ Afterwards he became vicar of Goudhurst in

Kent, where he fell under tlie displeasure of Archbishop
Laud. In the year 1640 he Avas cited, with other puritan

ministers in Kent, to appear before his lordship's visitors at

Feversham, to asiswer for not reading the prayer against the

Scots. According to summons, they appeared before Sir

INathaniel Brent, the archbishop's vicar-general, and other

officers; when Mr. Bright was first called, and being asked

whether he had read the prayer, he answered in the negative.

Upon which the archdeacon immediately suspended him
from his office and benefice, without the least admonition,

or even giving him a moment of time for consideration.

This rash act was deemed, even by the favourites of Laud,
to be neither prudential nor canonical, § It does not appear

Low long the good man continued under this cruel sentence;

* Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b. iii. p. 145—148.
+ Morse and Parish's Hist. p. 43, 46, 47.

t Baker's WS. Collec. v..l. vi. p. 81.

§ Life of Mr. Wilson, p. 15. Edit. 1672.
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but he was most probably released upon the meeting of the

loiii^ parliament, towards, the close ot this year.

Mr. Bright was afKTwards chosen fellow of Emanuel
college, Cambridge; but he still continued in his beloved
work ot preaching. He was next choseh minister of Christ-

church, London ; but he did not long survive his removal.

During his last sickness, he often said, " I thank God I came
not to Jjondon for money. I brought a good conscience

from Cambridge, and I tiiank God I have not lived to spoil

it." He died in the month ol December, l(i56 ; when his

funeral sermon was preached by Mr. Samuel Jacomb, and
afterwards published. He was zealous, courageous, atid

conscientious in the support of divine truth
;
yet of great

candour, affection, and moderation. He was a man of great

piety, good learning, excellent ministerial abilities, and
admirable industry. Many elegies were published upon
liis death.* He had the character of a very good man, and
was endowed witii a considerable share of patience, which
indeed he very much needed, having the affliction of a very
froward and clamorous wife. On this account, many
thought it a happiness to him to be dull of hearing. This
worthy servant of Christ is, by mistake, included among the

ejected ministers after the restoration.f

Robert Peck.—This zealous puritan was rector of
Higham in Norfolk, to which he was preferred in the year
1605. He was a zealous nonconformist to the ceremonies
and corruptions of the church, for which he was severely

persecuted by Bishop Harsnet. Having catechized his

family and sung a psalm in his own house, on a Lord's day
evening, when some of his neighbours attended, his lordship
enjoined him, and all who were present, to do penance, re-

quiring them to say, / confess mi/ errors. Those who
refused were immediately excommunicated, and required
to pay heavy costs. All this appeared under the bishop's
own hand. For this, and similar instances of his oppression
and cruelty, the citizens of Norwich, in the year 1623,
presented a complaint against his lordship in the house of
commons.

In the bishop's answer to this complaint, he had nothing
to say against Mr. Perk's doctrine and life, only his non-
conformity. He pleaded, in his own defence, " That

* Jacomb's Funeral Sermon for Mr. Brigtit.

+ jPalnjer's NoncoD. Mem. vol. ii, p. 328.
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Mr. Peck had been seiitfo liim by the justices of the peace,

for keeping a conventicle at night, and in his own house;

that his catechizijig was only an excuse to draw <he peoi>Je

together; and that he had infect. d the parish with strange

opinions : as, ' that the people are not to kneel as they

enier tbe church ; that it is suprrstition to bow ai the mime
of Jesus ; and that the church is no luore sacred than any
other building.'" His grace further affirmed, that Mr.
Peck had been convicted of TU)nconf')rnniy, urn] of keeping

conventicles, in 1615 and 1617; and that, in lOS'^, he was
taken in his own house, with tw( nty-two ot his neighbours,

at a conventicle.* How far the house ofcommons acquiesced

in his lordship's defence, or whether tiiey cons dered jt a

sufficient justification of his arbitrary proceedings, we
have not been able to learn.

Mr. Peck suffi^red much under the persecutions of

Bishop Wren ; when Ik; was driven from his flock, deprived

of his benefice, and Ibrced to seek his bread in a l()reign

land.t He is indeed said to have been deprived for non-

residence, which was the case with many of his brethren.

By the terrific threatenings of their persecutors, and having
no better prospect than that of excommunication, imprison-

ment, or other ecclesiastical censure, they were driven from
their beloved flocks, or they retired for a time into some
private situation, in hope that the storm might soor. be over;

for which they were censured as nonresidents. This was
no doubt the case with Mr. Peck. He and Mr. Thomas
Allen are said to have had so much influence upon their

parishioners, that, after the deprivation of the two ministers,

none of them would pay any thing to those who served their

cures. This shews how greatly they were beloved.J Hav-
ing fled to New England, the church at Higham, in the new
colony, rejoiced for a season in his liglit. He remained

there several years ; till afterwards he received an invitation

from his old friends at Higham, in his native country, when
he returned home, laboured among them, and was of eminent

service to the church of God.^
The following account is given of Mr. Peck by one of

our historians, the design of which is too obvious : " He
was a man of a very violent schismatical spirit. He pulled

» MS. Remarks, p. 713—T15.
+ Nalson's Collec. vol. ii. p. 400, 401.—Rushworth's CoUec. vol. iiL

p. S53.

J Wren's Parentalia, p. 95.

^ Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b. iii. p. 314.
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down flse rails in the chancel of (he churcli at Higham, and
levelled {be altar and the whole chancel a loot below the

church, as it remains to this &<\y ; but, being- prosecuted for

it by Bi;«hop Wren, he fled to New England, with many of
his parishioners, who sold their estates Tor half their value,

and conveyed all their efiects to the new plantation. They
erected the town and colony of Higham, where many of
their posterity still remain. He promised never to desert

them ; but, henring that the bishops were deposed, he left

them to shift for themselves, and came back to England in

1646, after a banishment of ten years. He resumed his

charge at Highisu), where he died in the year 1656. His
funeral sermon was preached by Mr. Nathaniel Joceline,

and afterwards published ;"* but this we have not seen.

Stephen Geree, A. B.—This person was elder brother

to Mr. John Geree, another puritan divine; was born in

Yorkshire, in the year 1594, and educated in Magdalen-
hall, Oxford. Having finished his academical pursuits at

the university, he entered upon the ministerial work, but

laboured most probably in the two-fold capacity of minister

and schoolmaster. On the approach of the civil wars, he
took part with the parliament, became minister of Wonnersh,
near Guildford in Surrey ; but lie afterwards removed to

Abinger in the same county. Wood, in contempt, styles

him " a zealous brother in the cause that was driven on by
the saints. "f He appears to have been living in 1656,
but died probably soon after that period. He published
several sermons, one of which is entitled, " The Ornament
of Women; or, a Description of the true Excellency of
Women, at the Funeral of Mrs, Eliz. Machel, on Piov.
xxxi. 29, 30"— 16:^9. He also published " The Doctrine
of the Autinomians by Evidence of God's Truth plainly

Confuted, in an Answer to divers dangerous Doctrines in

the seven first Sermons of Dr. Tob. Crisp," 1644; and
" The Golden Meane, being some Considerations, together

with some Cases of Conscience, resolved, for the more
frequent Administration of the Lord's Supper," 1656.

* Blome6eld's Hist, of Norfolk, vol. i. p. 668.
f Wood's AtbeiiBE Oxon, vol. ii, p. 132.

,
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Edward Corbet, D. D.—TJiis woilhy person was born
at Pontesbliry in Sliiopshire, in the year Hi02, desceniled
from tlie ancient family of Corbels inVijat county, and edu-
cated in Merton college, Oxford, where he was chosen
fellow. lie was made proctor of the university; but,
refusing conformity in certain points, he was called 'betV>re
the vice-chancellor. He was no enemy to the church of
England, but could not with a good consciesice obst rve all
its superstitious ceremonies. And while the vice-chancellor
laid his case before Archbishop Laud, chancellor of the
university, he petitioned his lordship for relief; but it was
not likely he could obtain the least redress * The civil
war having commenced, and Oxford being garrisoned bv
the king's forces, he was deprived of his fellowship, and
expelled from the college, for refusing to espouse the royal
cause.t Archbishop Laud, being afterwards prisoner"^ in
the Tower, refused him the rectory of Chatham in Kent,
because he was a puritan : and when he was appointed
rector of that place, by order of parliament, his lordship
stdl ref us( d his allowance ; but his refusal was to no pur-
pose.+ He was witness against the archbishop at his trial,
and deposed " that, in the year 163S, his grace visiting
Merlon college, by his deputy, Sir John Lamb, one article
propounded to the wardens and fellows was, ' Whe her
they made due reverence, by bowing towards the altar,
when they came into the chapcL'—That he and Mr. Cheynel
were enjoin (i by the visitors and commissioners to use this
ceremony

; but they refused ; for which, though he assigned
his reasons for retusing, he was particularly threatened.

—

That, after this, Dr. Frewin, the vice-chaijcellor, told him
that he was sent to him by the archbishop, requiring him to
use this ceremony.—Tliat the archbishop afterwards sent
injunctions to Merton college, requiring tlum to bow towards
the altar, and the visitors questioned "those who refused.—
And that in Magdalen college there was a crucifix placed
over the communion table, and pictures in the windows;
and a new crucifix was set up in Christ's church, none of
which innovations were ever heard of before the time of
this arch bishop. '%

Mr. Corbet was chosen one of the assembly of divines,
one of the committee tor the examination and ordination of

* Wliaijon's Troubles of Laud, vol. ii. p. 155, 156.
+ Wood's Athens? Oxon. vol. ii. p. S8.

t Proline's Breviateot Laud, p. 27, 28.
§ Prynne's Cant. Ooome, p. 71.
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mirnsfers, and one of the preachers before the parliament.

He was appointed one of the preachers to reconcile the

Oxford scholars to the parliament, one of tlie visitors of

that university, and orator and canon of Christ's Church, in

the room of Dr. Hammond, it is observed, " that, though

he was one of the visitors, he seldom or never sat among

them. And when he usuidlj preached at St. Mary's church,

the year before the king was beheaded, he would, in his

long*^ prayer before sermon, desire ' that God would open

the^king's eyes to lay to heart all the blood that he had

spilt. And that he would prosper the parliament and their

blessed proceedings.' He was an easy ma!>," it is added,

«' and apt to be guided by the persuasions of others; and,

therefore, by Cheynel and Wilkinson, two violent and

impetuous presbyterians, he was put into the roll of visitors,

merely to make a nose of wax."* However, he did not

continue long in tiiis situation; but, being made rector of

Great Hasely in Oxfordshire, he removed to the charge of

his flock, where he continued to the end of his days. He
took his doctor's degree in 1648, and died in London,

in January, 1657, aged fifty- five years ; when his remains

were conveyed to Great Hasely, and interred in the chancel

of the church.t He was a good divine, a valuable preacher,

and a person remarkable for integrity. His wife was
' daughter of Sir Nathaniel Brent, and grand-daughter of Dr.

Robert Abbot, bishop of Salisbury-^ She was a lady of

most exemplary piety. Her funeral sermon was preached

by Dr. Wilkinson, and afterwards published, with some

account of her excellent character.^ Dr. Corbet appears

to have been author of " The Worldling's Looking-glass;

©r, the Danger of losing his Soul for Gain," 1630. " God's

Providence, a Sermon Ijefore tiie House of Cornmons,"

1642. And most probably some others. Some of Bishop

Abbot's manuscripts fell into his hands, particularly his

Latin Commentary upon the whole Epistle to the Romans.

This learned and laborious work, in four volumes folio,

Dr. Corbet deposited in the Bo{lleian libr£^,ry, Oxford, where

it still remains.ll

* Grev's Examination of Neal, vol. ii. p. 300.

+ Wood's AthensE Oxon. vol. ii. p. 749.

X Biog. Brilan. vol. i. p. 23. Edit. 1778.

? Keanet's Cbronkle, p^ 72.—Clark's Lives annexed to Martyrologie,

p. 414. R
Biog. Britan. ibid. p. 34.
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James Craxford, A. M.—This excellent minister was

the son of Mr. James Cranford, many years minister and

master of the free-school in Coventry. He was born in that

oily in the year 1602, and educated in Baliol college, Oxford,

where he took his degrees. Upon his leaving tlie university,

he became minister in Northamptonshire, then removed to

London, and became rector of St. Christopher le Stocks,

near the old Exchange. This was in the year 1642. The
following year he was appointed, by order of parliament,

to be one of the licensers of the press for works in (Jivinity.

In the year 1644, he was appointed one of the London

ministers to ordain suitable young men to the christian

ministry. And in 1645, he was brought into trouble for

speaking against several members of the house of commons.

He was charged with saying, that they had carried on a

correspondence with the royalists, and were false to the

parliament ; for which he was committed to prison ; w here

he continued about five weeks, when the house of commons

proceeded to an examination of his case, and passed upon

him the following sentence :—" That the words spoken by

Mr. Cranford against some members of the house of com-

mons, and of the committee of both kingdoms, that they

he\il intelligence with the kings parti/, and were false to

the parliament, were false and scandalous.—That Mr.

Cranford, at a full exchange in London, and at West-

minster, shall confess the wrong he hath done them in so

Scandalizing them.—That he shall pay five hundred pounds

to each of those four members for damages.—And that he

shall be committed to the Tower during the pleasure of the

house."* Whether this heavy sentence was legal or illegal,

we will not pretend to determine.

Though Mr. Cranford thus felt the vengeance of his

superiors, he does not appear to have been a man of a tur-

bulent spirit ; and though he might be provoked to use the

above unjustifiable expressions, he was a man who bore an

excellent character, and was highly esteemed among his

brethren. Wood denominates him an " exact linguist, well

acquainted with the fathers, schoolmen, and modern divines

;

a zealous presbyterian, and a laborious preacher."+ Fuller

adds, " that he was a famous disputant, orthodox in judg-

ment, and a person of great humility, charity, moderation,

and kindness towards all men.":f He died April 27, 16a7i

» Whitlocke's Mem. p. 144, 145.

+ Wood's Athenae Oxon. vol. ii. p. 133.

:J
luUei's Worthies, part iii. p. 118.
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aged fifty-five years; when his remains were interred in
St. Ciiristopher's church.

His ^\ oRiis.— 1. The Tears of Ireland, vherein is represented a list

of the unljcard-of Cruelties of the blood-thirsty Jesuits and the Popish
Faction, 1642.— 2. An Exposition on the Prophesies of Daniel,
1644.— 3. Hieresco-Machia ; or, the Misfhief which Heresies do, and
the ftleans to prevent them, 1646.—4. A Confutation of the Anabap-
tists.—He wrote also numerous Prefaces to other men's works.

Thomas Blake, A. M.—This pious servant of Christ
was born in the county of Stafford, in the year 1597, and
educated in Christ's Church, Oxford. Having finished his
studies at the university, he entered upon the ministerial
work, and obtained some preferment in the church. He
became a faithful steward of the manifold mysteries of
God. He was zealous in tlie work of the Lord, and his
labours were made eminently useful. He was the faithful

and laborious pastor of St. Alkraond's church, Shrewsbury,
but it is doubtful whether tliis was the first place of his set-

tlement. When the parliament prevailed, and episcopacy
was abolished, Mr. Blake took the covenant; but was after-

wards turned out for refusing the engagement.* In the year
1647, he accepted an invitation to Tamworth in his native
county, where he continued in the ministerial work all the
rest of his days. Here he was appointed one of the
assistant commissioners of Staffordshire, for ejecting ignorant
and scandalous ministers and schoolmasters. He died at

Tamworth, aged sixty years, and his remains were interred
in his own church, June 11, 1657. t He was a man of
great piety, good learning, and a constant and excellent
preacher,

Mr. Anthony Burgess, afterwards ejected in 1662,t who
preached Mr. Blake's funeral sermon, gives the following
commendations of his character,:—He was a man of
many excellent qualifications. He possessed good natural
talents, much improved by diligent application, and sancti-
fied by the grace of God. The most eminent feature in his
character was his great piety, for which he was highly-
esteemed. And as he was a man of considerable learning,

* Calamy's Account, vol. ii. p. 124.
+ Woods Adienas 0.\ou. vol. ii. p, 133.

t Palmer's Noncon, Mem. vol. iii. p, 350.
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and that learning being directed to proper objects, he was
enabled to do more work ia the vineyard of Christ than
many of his brethren. He did not ovohiok the younger
part of his flock. Being well persuaded of the importance
of early religious inslruclion, he discovered gr; at diligence

in catechizing the youth of his congregatio'i. He possessed

a peculiar tenderness of spirit, which fitted him in a more
eminent degree for this pa;t of his work. As a true

shepherd over the flock of Christ, he sought not theirs, but
them : not any worldly advantage, but the salvation of their

souls. He was a wise and prudent counsellor. Persons
under trouble of soul souglit his advice, and he gave it with
great ability and readiness. But, while he administered

consolation to others, God sometimes left him to walk in

spiritual darkness; yet, at length, he dispelled those

floomy fears, and caused him to rejoice in his salvation.

Ipon his death-bed he found the comfort of the doctrine he
had preached. He had not the least doubt of the trutli

of it ; and he left the world in full assurance of eternal

life.*

Mr. Samuel Shaw, afterwards silenced at the restoration,^

who delivered Mr. Blake's funeral oration, addressed the

people as follows :
—" While he lived, it was as impossible

for him not to love you, as it is for you to make him an
adequate return of love : and his care was answerable to his

love. His writings were not read without satisfaction ; and
liis sermons were never heard without approbation, and
seldom without following advantage. His awful gravity

and commanding presence could not be considered w ithout

reverence, nor his conversation without imitation. To see

him live was a provocation to holy life: to see him die

might have made us weary of life. When God restrained

him from this place, he made his chamber his church, and
his bed his pulpit ; in which I heard him oft'er up many
prayers to God for you. His death made him mindful of
i/oif, who have been too unmindful of his life. I did not

see that any thing made him so backward to resign up his

soul to God as his unparalleled care for you. His death
seemed little to him in comparison of your happiness. 1

sat by him, and I only, when, with a flood of tears, he
prayed : Lord, charge not me with the ignorance of this

* Funeral Sermon for Mr, Blake.
f Palmer's Noiicon. Mem, vol. ii, p. 404.
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people. His wisdom, justice, and tenderness, were such
predominant ii^races, tliat it is as much my inability to
describe them as it is my uninippiness not to imitate
them."*

His Works.— 1. Birth's Privilege; or, tlie Ri;;ht of liifants to
Baplisnve, 1644.—2. Inlauts Baptisiue iVced from Antiohristiauisine.
In a t'lill Hepulse given to Mr. Ch. Elackvvood, in liis Assault of tliat

Part of Clirisl's Possession whirii he holds in his iieritage of Infants,
entitled, hy ' The Storming of Antichrist,' 164.5.—3. A Moderate
Answer to the two Questions, I. Whether there he sufficient Ground
from Scripture to wairant the Conscience of a Christian to present his
Infants to the Sacrament of Baptism?—2. Whether it be not sinful
for a Christian to receive the Sacrament in a niixt Assembly? 1G4.^,

—

4. An Answer to Mr. Tombes his Letter in Vindication of the Birtli-

privilcge of Believers and their Issue, 1646.—5. Vindicias Fcx?deris.

A Treatise of the Covenant of God witli Mankind, 1653.—6. Infant
Baptisme maintained in its Latitude, 16c<3.—7. The Covenant Sealed;
or, a Treatise of tlic Sacrament of boUi Covenants, 1655.—8. Post-
script to tiie Rev. and Learned Mr. Hich. Baxter, 1655.—9. Mr.
Joh. Humphrey's Second Vindication of a Disciplinary, Anti-erastian,
Orthodox, Free Admission to the Lord's Supper, taken into Con-
sideration, 1656.— 10. Answer to Mr. B. Cox about ¥vec Admission
to the Sacrament.—11, Living Truths in Dying Times.— 12. Several
Sermons.

Joiix Janeway.—Tliis extraordinary person was the
son of Mr. William Janeway, and born at Lilley in Hert-
fordshire, October 27, iQ'dS. He was educated first at

Paul's school, London, under the care of the excellent
Mr. Lanu'lcy, where he made great progress in Latin,
Greek, Hebrew, mathematics, and astronomy. After-
wards, he was sent to Eton college, where the eyes of many
were upon him, as the glory of the school and the wonder
of the age; and at the period of seventeen he entered
King's college, Cambridge, when ttie electors contended for
the patronnge of so admirable a youth. He afterwards
became fellow of the college.

In additioji to his great learning, iie was endowed with
many excellent ornaments of nature. His deportment was
candid and agreeable, courteous and obliging. Though he
was exceedingly admired and caressed, he did not discover
the least vanity or pride. His learning was mixed with
much modesty and prudence ; and he had great command
of his passions, by which he was preserved from the follies

and vices of youth. But, hitherto, he was wholly uncon-

* Funeral Oration for Mr. Blake.
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cerned about his best interests. He did not trouble liim-

self about religion, or the salvation of las soul. But God,
who had chosen him to shiuf^ as the sun in the firmament of

glory for ever, was pleased, at the a^e of eighteen, to

enlighten his mind by the power of his grace, convincing

him of sin, and his need of a Saviour. Mr. Baxter's
" Saints' Everlasting Rest" was principally the instrument

of promoting his conversion to God. The important

change soon became manifest to all. His time and his

talents were now so much employed in the pursuit of future

happiness, that he found litth^ leisure, and less delight, in

the contemplation of the moon and stars. He now tnsted

the sweetness of studying the mind of God in his word

;

and was most concerned to please and to enjoy him for

ever. He pitied those who were curious in their inquiries

about almost every thing except the knowledge of them-

selves and Jesus Christ. " What things were once gain to

him, he- now counted loss for Christ. Yea, doubtl ss, he
counted all things but loss for the excellency of the know-
ledge of Christ Jesus ; and did couiit them but dung, that

he might win Christ." Tiiough he did not look upon
human learning as useless, but exceedingly profitable when
suitably employed

;
yet, whin fixed on any thing short of

Christ, and not employed to his glory, he considered it as a

sword in the hand of a madman.
In this state of mind, Mr. Janeway began to think how

he could best improve his present attainments, and direct

all his future studies in the most proper channel. He was
particularly concerned to express his love and thankfulness

to God, who had called him out of darkness into his marvel-

lous light. He, therefore, addressed many letters to his

relations and friends, in which he wrote so judiciously and
profitably upon divine subjects, that they were more like

the productions of old age than a person of his years. He
could not help announcing to others what he had seen, and
heard, and felt. To plead the cause of God, to exalt his

dear Redeemer, and to bring sinners to Christ, was the oidy
object he had in view. But his uncornm.on gravity, his

striking majesty, his pathetical expressions, his vehement
expostulations, and his close applications, can be seen only

in his own words.

Before he was arrived at the age of nineteen, writing to

his father, who was then in great distress of mind, he tiius

addressed him :—" The causes of your desponding and
melancholy thoughts, give me leave, with submission, to
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guess. The first, I think, is your reflecting upon your
entering into the ministry without that reverence, care, and
holy zeal for God, love to Christ, and compassion to souls,

which is required of every one who undertakes that holy
office. It may be there was a respect to your living in the
world, rather than your living to God. Be it thus, be it

not so bad, or be it worse, the remedy is the same. These
liave in them a wounding power, which will be felt to be
grievous, when felt as they are in themselves. But con-
tinual soiTow and sad thoughts keep the wound open too
long, and are not available to produce a cure. "Wounds,
indeed, must first be opened, tliat they may be cleansed.
They must be opened, that their filth may be discovered, in
order to their being purged and healed. But no longer than
till the Balm of Gilead is applied, that they may be healed.
^^hen Christ is made use of aright, he leaveth joy and com-
fort

; yti a constant humility of spirit is no way incon-
sistent with this peace with God.
" A second cause ofyour heaviness may be, a sense ofthe

state of the people committed to your care. And, indeed,
who can help mourning over people in such a condition ?

Objects of pity they are, especially because they pity not
themselves. 1 have often wrestled with God, to direct you
in the path of duty concerning them, which, I am per-
suaded, is your request also. Now, after seriously examin-
ing yourseltj what your conscience doth conclude to be
your duty, do it; and be ^wreyou do it: you are then to
rest upon God for his effectual working. And this is no
more the cause of heaviness to you, than the opposition
which the apostles found was to them, who, notwithstand-
ing, rejoiced in tribulations.

" You may have some thoughts and cares concerning
your family when you are gone. Let faith and former
experience te;ich you to drive away all such thoughts.
Your constitution and solitary habits may also be some
cause of melancholy. But there is a duty which, if pro-
perly observed, would dispel all. This is heavenly medi-
tation, and the contemplation of those things to which the
christian religion tends. If we walk close with God in this

duty, only one hour in the day, oh, what influence would
it have on the whole day ; and, if duly performed, upon the
whole life ! I knew the nature and usefulness of this duty
in some measure before, but had it more deeply impressed
upon me by Mr. Baxter's " Saints' Everlasting^ Rest;" for

TOL. III. T
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which I have cause for ever to bless God. ^s for your
clear wife, I fear the cares and troubles of the world take oif

her mind too much from walking closely with God, and
from earnest endeavours after higher degrees of grace.

I commend God unto her, and this excellent duty of medi-
tation to all. It is a bitter sweet ; bitter to corrupt nature,

but sweet to the regenerate part. I entreat her and your-
self; yea, I charge it upon you, with humility and tender-

ness, that God have at least half an hour in a day allowed
him for this exercise. Oil, this most precious soul-reviv-

ing, soul-ravishing, soul-perfecting duty ! Take this from
your dear friend, as spoken with reverence, faithfulness, and
love.

" One more direction let me give. See that none in your
family satisfy themselves in family prayer, without draw-
ing near to God twice a day in secret. Here secret wants
may be laid open. Here great mercies may be begged
with great earnestness. Here the wanderinirs and coldness

in family duty may be rejiented of and amended. This is

the way to get sincerity, seriousness, and cheerfulness in

religion. Thus the joy of the Lord will be your strength.

Let those who know their duty do it. If any think it is

unnecessary, let them fear lest they lose the most excellent

lielp to a holy, useful, and joyful life.

" Take some of these directions from sincere affection
;

some from my ovvu experience ; and all from a compassion-
ate desire for your joy and comfort. The Lprd teach you
in this and in the rest. I entreat you, never rest till you
have attained to true spiritual joy and peace in the Lord.
The God of peace afford you his direction, with the fore-

tastes of his comforts in this life, and the perfection ofthem,
in the enjoyment of his excellency and holiness, through
Jesus Christ."

Having arrived at the age of twenty, he became fellow of
his college. He wrote many pathetical letters to his brothers,

followed by his prayers and tears for a blessing. He often

addressed them iiidividually, in private conversation, when
he earnestly recommended Christ, and afiectionately urged
them to seek an interest in him. And these his labours were
not in vain. He was supposed to have been the spiritual

father of his own natural father, and several of his brothers,

who will have cause to bless God, to eternity, that they

ever received his instructions. He spoke to all his brethren

in the language of the apostle : Brclhren^ mij hearfs desire
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and prai/er to God for you all is, that you may he saved.

Til is will b'st appear in his own words, in a letter addressed
to them.

" Distance of place," says lie, " cannot at all lessen that

mtural bond whereby we are one blood; neither ought it

to lessen our love. Nay, where true love is, it cannot.

Respecting my love towards j'ou, I can only sny, that

I feel it better than 1 can express it. But love feit and not

expressed is little worth. 1 desire, th refore, to make my
love manifest in the best Avay I can. Lei us look on one
another, not as bri-thrcn only, but as members of i\\e same
bo''y, of which Clirist is the head. Happy day will that

be, when the Lord will discover this union ! Let us, there-

fore, breathe and hunger ifter this, that so we may all meet
in Christ. If we be in Christ, and Christ in us, we shall be
one in each other.

" You cannot complain of the wnnt of instruclion. God
hath not been to us as the dry and bar/en wilderness. You
have had line upon line, and precept upon pret ept. He hath
planted you by the rivers of waters. It is indeed the Lord
alone who maketh fruitiul

;
yet we are not to stand still and

do nothing. There is a crown worth seeking to obtain.

Seek then by earnest and constant prayer. Keep your
souls in a praying frame. This is a great and necessary

duty
; yea, a very great privilege. If you can say nothing,

come and lay yourselves in humility before the Lord.
Through mercy I have experienced what I say ; and you
may believe me when I say, that there is more sweetness to

be got in one glimpse of God's love, than in all that the

world can afford. Oh, do but try ! Oh, taste and see how
good the Lord is !

" Beg of God to make you sensible of your lost and
undone state by nature, and of the excellency and necessity

of Christ. Say unto Cxod, 'Let me be anything in the

world if I may be enabled to value Christ, and be persuaded
to accept of him as he is tendered in the gospel. Oh that

I may be delivered from the wrath to come ! Oh,.a blessing

for me, even for me !' and resolve not to give it up till the

Lord hath in some measure satisfied you. Oh ! my bowels
yearn towards you. My heart works. Oh that you did
but know with what affections I now write to you, and
what prayt rs and tears have been mingled with these lines !

The Lord set these things home, and give you a heart to

apply them to yourseU.
*' Give me leave to deal plainly with you, and come
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closer to you. I love your souls so well, that I cannot bear

the thoughts of their being lost. Know this, that there is

such a thing as the new birth; and except a man be born

again, he cannot enter into the Idngdom of heaven. I'his

new birth hath its Ibundation laid in a sense of sin, and in

a o-odly sorrow for it, and a heart set against it. Without

this, there can be no salvation. Look well to yourselves.

You will see that you are in hell's mouth, without this first

step; and nothing but free grace and pure mercy is be-

tween you and a state of danwiation. The Lord deliver us

from a secure and a careless hejirt. Here you see a natural

man's condition. How dare you then lie down in security ?

Oh, look to God for your soul's sake ! Without repentance,

there is no remi.^sion of sin ; and repentance itself will lose

its labour if it be not of tlie riglit kind. Prayers, and tears,

and groans, will not do without Christ. Most persons, when
they are made in some measure sensible of their sins, and

are under fears of hell, run to duty and reform some things,

and thus the wound is healed, by which thousands fall short

of heaven. For if we be not brought off from trusting in

ourselves, and from our own righteousness, as well as our

sins, we are never likely to be saved. We must see our

absolute need of Christ; give up ourselves unto him; and

count all things but dross and dung in comparison of his righ-

teousness. Look therefore for God's mercy in Christ alone.

" Tlie terms of the gospel are,Repent and believe. Gracious

terms ! Mercy for fetching ! Mercy for receiving ! Do
you desire the grace and mercy of God ? I know you do

;

and even this desire is the gift of God. Hunger after

Christ. Let your desires put you upon endeavours. The
work itself is sweet. Yea, mourning and repentance them-

selves have more sweetness in them than all the comforts of

this world. Upon repentance and believing comes justifi-

cation ; and afterwards sanctification by the Spirit dwelling

in us. By this we become the children of God ; are made
partakers of the divine nature; and lead new lives. It is

unworthy of a christian to have such a narrow spirit as not

to act for Christ with all his heart, soul, and strength. Be
not ashamed of Christ; nor afraid of the frowns of the

wicked. Be sure to keep a conscience void of offence; and
yield by no means to any known sin. Be much in secret

prayer and in reading the scriptures. My greatest desire

is, that God would work his own work in you."

Such was the spirit of his letters addressed to his brethren.

He observed this method with every other means of instruc-
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tion. He often visited tliem for this purpose alone; when
he most faitlifully adchesscd each according to his necessity.

On one of tiiese visits, observing that one of his brothers

slept at fmiily prayer, he embraced an early opportutiity of

shewing him the magnitude of his sin, and the just desert

of such contempt of God. The Lord was pleased to

apply his instructions as a dagger to his heart; and, though
he was only about eleven years of age, it was supposed to

be the means of his soul's conversion to God. The change
wrought in his young brother gave him great comfort and
encouragement. Having occasion to Avrite to him soon
after, he reminded him of what the Lord had done for his

soul, and urged him never to rest till he enjoyed good
evidence of the cliange. " I hope," said he, " that God
hath a gooil work to do in you, for you, and by you;
yea, I hope he hath already begun the work. But, oh

!

take not up with some beginnings, faint desires, ^r lazy

seekings. Oh, remember your former years ! Orte may
weep a little for sin, and yet go to hell for sin. Many who,
under some such work, shake off the sense of sin, murder
their convictions and return to folly. Oh, take heed!
H" any draw back, the Lord will take no pleasure in them.

But I hope better things of you."
His great love and compassion for souls will appear from

the following address to one of his near relations. Having
shewn how much it is beneath the christian to have his heart

anxiously set upon anj^ thing in this world, he adds, " Oh,
what folly is it to trifle in the things of God ! But I hope
better things of you. Did I not hope, why should I

mourn in secret for you, as one cast out among the dead ?

Oh ! what shall I do for you, besides pouring out my soul

like water? and give my God no rest till he graciously visit

you with his salvation? till he cast you down and raise you
up ? till he wound you and heal you again ?"

Mr. Jaueway was mighty in prayer, and his soul was
frequently so transported in the duty, that he almost forgot

whether he was in the body or out of the body. His con-

verse with God was so familiar, and attended with such
divine consolation to his soul, that, when he engaged in this

duty, he often Ibund the grca(cs( difficulty to leave it off.

Re could, by happy experience, testify, that wisdom''s ways
are ways of p/easdvlness, and all her paths are peace. In
his approaches to God, like Jacob, he wrestled with the

Lord, and was ever unwilling to rise from off his knees

without his Fatlier's blessino-. He conversed with God as



278 LIVES OF THE PURITANS.
I

a man with his frinid ; and on all occasions of importnnce

sought his direction cUid his bl sFini^. His prayers were no

vain ob:;)ti')as-. but were off en remnrkably heard nnd an-

swered. We shall give iLe following instance as worthy
of bei;:g preserved.

His fathe-, being deeply exercised with affliction, and
tinder painfnl app«chensioiis about iIjc safety of his state,

he sai(! to his son, '•' Oh, son, this pas.ang into eternity is a

greal thing! This dying is a solemn business, and euough
to make any one's heart ache, who haih noi his pardon
sealed, and his evidences clear for heaven. I am under no
small fears as to my own st .te ibr another world. Oh that

God would clear his love ! Oh that I could cluerfully say

I can die, and am able upon good grounds to look death

in the face, and venture upon eternity with weil-gronnded

peace and comfort !" Mr. Janeway, s eing his dear fati)er

so deeply afflicted witli despondt ncy, presently retired for

the purpose of wrestling with God in prayer. He jnost

devoutly prayed, that God would lift up the liglit of liis

countenance ujwn him, and fill his soul with joy and peace
in believing; that so he might leave the world with joy.

Arising from his knees, and coming fo his father, lie asked
him how he did, but received no immediate ansAver. His
father continued some time unable to speak, but wept
exceedingly. After recovering himself, he burst forth into

these expressions : "Oh, son! Now he is come! Now he
is come ! Now he is come ! I bl< ss God, I can die. The
Spirit of God hath witnessed witli my spirit that I am a child

of God. Now I can look up to God as my Father, and to

Christ as my Redeemer. I can now say, This is my Friend:
this is riJi/ Beloved. My heart is full, it is brim-full. I can
hold no more. I now know what that means. The peaee of
God which passeth imderstanding. Tiiat fit of weeping
wlhch you saw me in was a fit of overpowering love and
joy. If w'is so great, that I eould not contain myself, nor
can I express what glorious discoveries God hath made to

me. Had that joy been gr ater, I question whether it would
not have separated my soul and body. Bless the Lord, O my
soul, and all that is within me bless his holy name; who
hath pardoned all my sins, and sealed that pardon. Oh !

now 1 can die. 1 bless God, I can die. I desire to depart
and to be with Christ."

The son was partaker of his father's blessing on two
accounts. First, that his fatiier was so clearly satisfied

aljout the safety of his state. And, secondly, that this was
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so evident and immediate an answer to his prayer. Young
Janeway, tiicretorc, broke forth in strains of the highest

joy and praise, saying, " Oh blessed, and tor ever

blessed, be God for his mtinile grace I Oh, who wotdd not

pray unto God. Verily, he is a God hearing prayer, and
that our souls know rigiit well." He then told his father

how much he had been affected with his despondency ; that

he had just been praying with all earnestness for his soul;

and how wonde'fully the Lord had answered liis prayer.

Upon this, his father felt his joys still increased, and ex-

claimed, saying. Now let thy servant depart in peace., for
mine ejjes have seen thy salvation. Tf hen J walk through

the valley of tlie shadow of death, I willfear no evil. Oh !

how lovely \i the sight of a smiling Jesus,-when one is dying

!

How refreshing is it, when heart, and flesh, and all tilings

fail, to have God for the strength of our heart, and our

portion for ever I" He then departed to be numbered with

the blessed.*

Upon the death of his father, Mr. Janeway endeavoured

to fill up that relation, in the tender and affectionate care

of his mother, sisters, and brethren. His excellent ex-

ample, prudent instructions, and holy pmctice, had the

desired effect. Those who were older than himself, as well

as the younger branches, loved and revered him.

Having returned, after some time, to King's college, he

there contumed till he was invited to becx)me domestic

tutor in the family of Dr. Cox. Here he did not disappoint

the expectations of his employer. His deportment was so

sweet and obliging, and his conversation so spiritual and
holy, that he gained the esteem and admiration of all. But,

on account of his ill health, he was obliged to relinquish

the situation, to try a change of air, and reside with his

mother. Here he continued in a weak and languishing con-

dition, in the prospect of death, but not afraid to die. He
was even ashamed of desiring life, and said, " Is there any
thing here more to be desired than the enjoyment of Ciirist ?

Can I expect any thing here below comparable to that

blessed vision ? Oh that crown, that rest which remainetli

for the people of God ! And, blessed be God, I can say it

is mine. 1 know that when the earthly ho?(se of this taber-

nacle is dissolved^ I have a building of God, an house not

* Mr. William Janeway, the father of Mr. John JanevTay, was minister of

Lilley in Hertfordshire, then of Harpenden, and afterwards of Kelsall in

the same county. At his death, he left a widow and eleven children,

ieveral of whom became worthy ministers of Christ.
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made with hands ; and therefore I desire not to be unclothed,

but to be clotlied upon with Christ. To me to lite is

Christy and to die is gain. Tl^rough mercj I can now speak,

in the language of the; apostle : J have foug^hi a goodJi/ht ;

henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righte-

ousness.^^

Perceiving one of his relatioTis much trouMeJ at the

prospect of his d-aih, he charged hiui not to ^.v^ay 'or his

life, unless it should be more tor tjse g^ory o- GuJ. " i wish^

you," said he, " to keep your mind subjuissive to t'le will of
God concerning me. The Lord draw jou nearer to him>elf^

that you may walk with him; and if 1 go t.) !!;)! he^'ore

you, I hope you will follow." Afierwanis, t]\e Lnrvl was
pleased so far to restore liim, tliat his friends were in liopes

of his perfect recovery. Ar.d while G^»d thus rememhe;ed
him, he did not iorget God. His words to nn intimate

friend discover his deep sense of th(' love of God. He s lid,

" God holds mine eyes most upon his goodness, his unmea-
surable goodness; and upon the promises whsch are most
sure and firm in Christ. His love to us is greater, more
sure, more full, than ours to ourselves. For when we loved
ourselves so as to destroi/ ourselves, he loved us so as to

save us."

Mr. Janeway, writing to, a friend under perplexing fears

about the state of his soul, thus addressed him : " Oh ! stand

still and wonder. Behold and admire his love! Consider
what thou canst discover in this precious Jesus. Here is a
sea ; cast tliy>elf into it, and thou shalt be compassed
with the height, and depth, and breadth, and length of
love, and be tilled with all the fullness of God. Is not this

enough ? Wouldst thou have more ? Fling away all ex-

cepting God. For God is a sufficient portion, and the

only proper portion of the soul. Hast thou not tasted,

hast thou not known, that his love is better than wine ? He
is altogether lovely. And while I write, my heart dotli

burn. My soul is on fire. I am sick of love. Cut now,
methinks, I see you almost drowned in tears, because you
feel not such workings of love towards God. Weep on
still; for love, as well as grief, hatli tears. And tears of
love, as well as others, shall be kept in God's bottle. Know
that tiiey are no other than the streams of Christ's love

flowing to thee, and from thee to him. Christ is thus

delighted in beholding his beauties in those whom he
loves."

Mr. Janeway, however, was not always ou the mount.
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He ]md his cloudy days, as well as others. Ills sweeps

were soa:e!imes turned into bitters. He was painfully

as,;tuited by Sat-^.u's temptations. The enemy was i:ermil(ed

to con^e upon bim as an armed man. As, in the case of the

aposli<', hi>t he should be exalted above me;isure, the enemy
w;is suffered to buffet him; and it would have made a

christian's lieart ache to liave heard how this gracious man
Mas exercised wiUi Satan's dreadful temptations. But he

wus Avell armed for the painful conflict. Having on tlie

shield ot faith, wherewith to quench the fiery darts of the

wicked one, he came oft" a complete conqueror. In the

trying contest, he sent up strong cries and tears to the Lord

for fresh supplies of grace.

This holy man was much afraid of spiritual declension,

both in himself and others. He ever laboured to maintain

a tender conscience ; and took notice of the smallest depar-

tures of his soul from God, as well as God's witlidrawings

from him. His great concern was to build sure, by being

rooted and grounded in the faith. He also exercised a

similar godly jealousy over his intimate friends and relations.

To one of his brothers he wrote thus :
" You live in a place,"

said he, " where strict and close walking Avith God hath

few or no examples. God's own children arc too apt to

forget their first love. Our hearts are prone to be careless,

and to neglect our watch. When conscience is put off

with some poor excuse, religion withers; he who once

seemed a sealot, becomes a Laodicean ; and he who once

appeared an eminent saint, may afterwards come to nothing.

It is too common, to have a name to be alive, and yet to be

dead. Read this and tremble, lest it should be your case.

When we are indolent and asleep, our adversary is most

awake. I consider your age ; I know where you dwell ; I

am no stranger to your temptations ; therefore I cannot help

being afraid of you, and jealous over you. Let me remind

you of what you know already. Remember what meltings

of soul you once had ; how solicitously you once inquired

after Christ ; and how earnestly you seemed to ask the way
to Zion, with your face thitherward. Oh, take heed of

losing those impressions ! Be not satisfied with a slight work.

True conversion is a great thing, and very different from

what uK^st persons take it to be. Therefore rest not in

mere convictions, much less in a lifeless and formal pro-

fession.

" There is such a thing as being almost a christian; as

JooMng back imto perdition; as being not far from the
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Icingdom of heaver?, and falling short at last. Beware, lest

thou lose the reward. The promise is made to him that

holdeth fast, holdeth out to the end, and overcometh.

Labour to forget (he things which are behind, and reach

unto the things which are before. He who is contented

with just enough grace to escape hell and get to heaven,

and desires no more, muy^ be sure he hath none at all, and
is far from the kingdom of God. Labour to enjoy con-

verse with (jod. Strive to do everything as in his pre-

sence, and for his glory. Act as in the sight of the grave

and eternity. Let us awake and fall to work in good
earnest. Heaven and hell are before us. Why do we
sleep ? Dulness in tlie service of God is very uncomfortable,

and at best will cost us dear ; but to be contented in such

a frame is the certain sign of a hypocrite. Oh, how will

such tremble when God shall call them to give an account

of their stewardship, and tell them they may be no longer

stewards! Oh, live more upon the invisible realities of

heaven, and let a sense of their excellencies put life into

your performances ! For your preciseness and singularity

you must be content to be laughed at. A ciiristian's

walking is not with men, but witli God. He hath great

cause to suspect his love to God, who does not delight more
in conversing with God and being conformed to him, than in

conversing with men and beiiiij: conformed to the world.

How can the love of God dv/ell in that man who livcth

without God in the worhl ?"

This shews how anxious he was himself to be undeceived,

and to undeceive others. Here we see his delight, his

treasure, his liie, his all. The great love he had to Christ

and the souls of men made him desirous to spend and be
' spent in tlie work of the ministry. Accordingly, at the age of

tAventy-two years, he entered upon the sacred office under

a deep impression of its importance and the worth of

souls. Yet alas ! lie never preached more than two sermoiis

;

which, it is said, he delivered with such clearness and
freedom, such tenderness and compassion, such power and
majesty, as greatly amazed those who heard him. He
understood the glorious mysteries of the gospel, and what
he delivered was the language and experience of his own
heart. His two sermons were from Job xx. 21. " Acquaint

noz0 thi/self with him, and be at peace : thereby good shall

come unto thee.""

During the closing scene of life Mr. Janeway seemed
wholly employed in the contemplation of Christ, heaven,
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and eternity. He lived as a stranger in the world, and in

the constant prospect of a better state. Like tlie worlhjr

patriarch, " he looked for a city which hath foundations

•whose builder and naker is God." His meditiitions, his

discourse, his whole deportment, all made it appc ar that

he was f:tst rip«'ni'i£^ for glory. He was never satisfied

unless he was employ 'd in those pursuits which brought
liira nearer to God and the kingdom of heaven. Hereby
his faith was ijicrcas-d to full assurance. The Lord often

called him up to the mount and let him s;^ his glory. He
ofien feasted upon the fat things of God's house, and enjoyed
many foretastes offuturr blessedness. I'rom his own happy
experience, he could soy to others, " Oh, taste ;nid see that

the Lord is good ! Come unto me, and I will declare unto
you wliat he hath done for my soul."

In the midst of all needful worldly comforts he longed
for death ; and his tlioughts of the day of judgment greatly

sv.'eetened all his enjoyments. He said, " What if the day
ofjudgment were to come even this hour? I should be
glad with all my heart. I should hear such thunderings,

and behold such lightnings as Israel did at the mount

;

and I am persuaded my heart would leap for joy. But
this I am confident of, that the meditation of that day
halh even ravished my soul; and the thoughts of its

certaintv and nearness is more refreshino* to me than all the

comforts of the world. Surely nothing can more revive
my spirit than to behold the blessed Jesus, who is the life

and joy of my soul." It required no small degree of
patience and self-denial to be kept so long from him whom
his soul loved.

Mr. Janeway at length found himself in a deep consump-
tion, but was not afraid. The spitting of blood did not in

the least intiiuidate him, who enjoyed an interest in the

blood oi Christ. During the progress of his complaint, he
was seized with dimness in liis eyes, which ended in the

total loss of his sight. Being in expectation of his departure,

he called hi^ mother, and said, " Dear mother, I am dying;
but I beseech you be not trouljled. Through mercy I am
quite above the fear of death. It is no great matter. I

have nothing that troubles me, excepting the apprehension
of your grief. I am going to Him whom I love above
life." From this fainting fit the Lord was pleased to

revive him ; and for several weeks his soul was so devoutly
employed in the contemplation of Christ and heaven, that

he almost forgot his paijis and sickness. His faith, hi»



28i LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

love, and his joys exceedingly abounded. He frequontlj

exclaimed, " Oh that I could let you know what I feel

!

Oh that I could shew you what 1 now see ! Oh that I

could express a thousandth part of that sweetness which
I now find in Christ! You would then all think it

worth your while to make reli-j:ion your chief business.

Oh, my dear friends, you little tiiink what Christ is worth
upon a death-bed ! I would not for a world, nay,
for a million of worlds, be now without a Christ and a
pardon, I would not for a world live any longer; and
the very thought of the possibility of a recovery makes me
tremble."

When it was said that the Lord might Jigain raise him
up to health and strength, so as to live many years, he said,

" And do you think to please me with that ? No, friend,

you are mistaken, it you think that life, and healtii, and the
world are pleasing to me. Tlie world hnth quite lost its

excellency. Ob, how poor and contemptible is it in all its

glory, wht-n compared with the glory of diat world which I

now live in sight of! And as for hie, Christ is my life. 1

tell you, it would please me incomparably more if you
should say to me, ' You cannot possibly hold out long.

Before to-morrow you will be in eternity.' I te!l you I do
so long to be with Christ, tl»at I could be content to be cut
in pieces, and to be put to the most exquisite torments, so I

jnight but die and be with Christ. Oh, how sweet is

Jesus ! Come, Lord J{ siis, come quickly. Death, do ihy
worst. Deyth hath lost its terrors. Through grace, I can
say, death is nothing (o me. I can as easily die as shut my
eyes. I long to be wilh Christ. 1 loiig to die."

To his mother he said, " Dear motherj I as earnestly

beseech you as ever I desired any thing tor you in my lile,

that you would cheerfully give me up to Chr-st. I beseech
you do not hinder me now I am going to glory. 1 am
afraid of your prayers, lest they should pull one wny and
mine another." Then, turning to liis brothers, he thus
addressed them : " I charg." you all do not pray tor my
life. Vou wrong me if you ilo. Oh tlie g'ory, the un-

speakable glory that I now behohl I My heart is fail, wy
heart is full! (Jlirist smiles, and I am conh<r;'inedto smile.

Can you find in your hearts to stop me, now I am going to

the complete asid eternal enj«»ymcnt of Christ ? Would
you keep me from loy crown ? 'I'hc arms of my blessi'd

Saviour are opifi to em br-<CH mc. The ang Is s^and ready
to carry my soul into hts bosom. Oh ! did you but sec
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what I see, you would all cry out with me, Dear Lord, how
long? Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly. Oh, why are

bis chariot wheels so slow in coming !"

A minister having spoken to him of the glories of heaven,

he said, " Sir, I feel something of it. My heart is as full

as it can hold in this lower state. I can hold no more.

Oh, that I could but let you knov*' what I feel ! Who am
I, Lord ; who am I, that thou shouidst be mindful of me ?

Why me. Lord, why me! and pass by thousands to look

upon such a wretch as I ! Oh, what shall I say unto thee,

thou preserver of men ! Oh, why me, Lord, why me ! Oh,
blessed, and for ever blessed be free grace! How is it,

Lord, that thou shouidst manifest thyself unto me, and not

unto others ? Even so, Father, because it seemed good in

thy sight. Thou wilt have mercy, because thou wilt have
mercy. And if thou wilt look upon such a poor worm, who
can hinder ? Who would not love thee, oh blessed Father

!

Oh, how sweet and gracious hast thou been to me ! Oh,
that he should have me in his thoughts of love, before the

foundations of the world !"

Thus he continued admiring and adoring the sovereignty

of divine grace. As he experienced the intermissions of

triumphant joy, he thus cried :
*•' Hold out, faith and

patience, yet a little while, and your work is done. W hat

is the matter, oh ! my soul ? What ! wilt thou, canst thou

thus unworthily slight this astonishing condescension of

God ? Doth it seem a small matter, that the great Jehovah
should deal thus familiarly with a worm ? And wilt thou

pass this over as a common mercy ? What meanest thou,

oh my soul, that thou dost not constantly adore and praise

this unspeakable love ! Doth God deal graciously and
familiarly with man, and are his love and praise too good
for him ? Why art thou not, oh my soul ! swallowed up
every moment with his free, unparalleled, and everlasting

love ? Stand astonished ye heavens, and wonder ye angels,

at this infinite grace! Was ever any one under heaven
more beholden to this grace than I ? Oh, help me to praise

the Lord, for his mercy endureth for ever !"

One of his brothers having prayed with him, his joys

became unutterable; and "I believe," says our author,

*'that it exceeds the highest strains of rhetoric to set forth

to the life what this heavenly man delivered." He broke
out in such words as these : " Oh, he is come! he is come!
Oh, how sweet, how glorious, is the blessed Jesus ! How
shall I speak the thousandth part of his praises ! Oh, for
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"vvords to set fortli a little of tliat excellency ! Bat it is in*

expressible. Oti, how excellent and gloi lous is the preciou.'}

Jesus ! He is aliOi>eilicr lovely. OIj, my ^'rieneis, stand

and wonder! Come, look upon a dy uii^ man and wont'er.

Was there ever greater kindness ? Were there ever more
sensible manifestations of rich grace ? Oh, why me, Lord ?

why me? Surely this is" :ikin to heaven. And if I were
never to enjoy more than tins, ii is more than a suffii lent

recompence for all the torments that men and devils could

inflict. If this be dying, it is swe>'t. This bed is solt.

Christ's arms, and sniiles, and lov , surely would hirn hell

into heaven. Oa that you did but see and teel what I do

!

Behold a dying man, more cheeiful than you ever saw a

man in health aud in (he mid^t of his sweetest worldly

enjoyments ! Oh, siis, worldly pleasures are poor, pititul,

sorry things, when compared with this glory now in my soul.

Why should any of you be so sid, when I am so glad?
This is the hour that I have waited for."

Mr. Janeway took his leave of his friends every evening,

hoping that he should sec them no more tdl the morning of
tiie resurrection. He exhorted them to make sure of a
conifbrtable meeting in a better world. He entnated (hose

about him to assist him in pra'ses. " Oh," said he, " help

me to praise God ! Henceforth, to eternity, I have nothing

else to do but to love and praise the Lord. 1 have my
soul's desires on earth. I cannot tell what to pray for

which fs not already given me. T'he wants capable of

being supplied in tlus world are suppli* d. 1 want only one
thing, and that is a speedy lift to heaven. I expect no
more here. I desire no mor(\ I can bear no more. Oh,
praise! praise! praise! that boundless love, which hath

wonderfully lookvd iljjoii my soul, and hath done more for

me than for thousands of his childrm. ' Bless the Lord, O
my soul ; and all that is within me, bless his holy name !' O
my friends, help me, help me, to admire and praise him,

who hath done such astonishing wonders for my soul ! He
hath pardoned all my sins, and hath filled me with his

goodn'ss. He hath given me grace and glory, and no good
thing hath he withholden from me. All ye mighty angels,

help me to praise God. Let every thing that hath being-

help me to praise him. PraisQ is my work now, and will

be my work tor ever. Hallelujali, hallelujah, hallelujah!"

During his sickness he fouiul the word of God sweet to

Lis soul, especially the fourteenth, fifieenth, sixteenth, and

sevcateentli chapters of John's gospel, and the filty-fourth



JANEWAY. 287

of Isaiali. He often, with abundant joy, repeated those

words : PFUh great mercies will I gather thee. A short time

before his death, lie said, " I have almost done conversing

with mortals. I shall presently behold Christ himself, who
loved me and washed me in his blood. In a few hours I

shall l)e in eternity, singing the song of Moses and the Lamb.
I shall presently stand upon mount ,S'?o?7, with an immmerable
companj/ of angels, and the spirits ofjust men made perfect^

and JE^m the mediator of the new covenant. I shall hear

the voice of much people, and be one amongst them, saying,

Hallelujah ! salvation, glory, and honour, and power be unto

the LoKD our God ! Vet a little while, and I shall sing

unto the Lamb, TForth?/ art thou to receive praise, who hast

redeemed us to God hy thy blood, out of every kindred, and
tongue, a7id people, and nation, and hast made us kings and
priests unto God, and we shall reign with thee for ever and
ever. And who can help rejoicing in all this ?"

The day before his departure, his brother James having
been praying for him, he said, " I thank thee, dear brother,

for thy love. I know thou lovest me dearly ; but Christ loves

me ten thousand times more. Dear brother, come and kiss

me before I die." Having kissed his cold dying lips, he
said, " I shall go before thee to glory, and I hope thou wilt

follow after." A few hours before his happy exit, he called

together his mother, and sisters, and brethren, to give them
one more solemn warning, and pray for them before he
departed.

His affectionate mother being first called, he thanked her

for her tender love to him ; and desired that she might see

Christ formed in the hearts of all her children, and meet
them all with joy in the day ofjudgment.

He prayed that his elder brother might be wholly taken

up with Christ and love to souls, and be more holy in his

life, successful in his ministry, and finish his course with joy.

For his brother Andrew, living in London, he prayed that

God would deliver him from the sins of the city, make him
a fellow-citizen of the saints, and of the household of God.
*' O that he may be," said he, " as his name is, a strong man,
and that I may meet him with joy."
To James he said : " Brother James, I hope Crod hath

given thee a goodly heritage. The lines have fallen to thee

in pleasant places. The Lord is thy portion. Hold on,

dear brother ; Christ and heaven are worth striving for.

The Lord give thee abundance of his grace."
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To his brother Abraham, he said :
" The blessing of the

God of Abraham rest upon thee. The Lord make thee the

father of many spiritual children."

To his brother Joseph he said :
" Let him bless thee, O

Joseph, who blessed him that was separated from his

brethren. My heart hath been workmg towards thee, poor
Joseph ; and I am not without hopes that the arms of the

Alm.ghty will embrace thee. The God of thy father bless

thee."

To his sister Mary he said :
" Poor sister Mary, thy body

is weak, and thy days will be tilled with bitterness. The Lord
sweeten all with his grace and peace, and give thee health of

«ouI. Be patient; make sine of Christ; and all is Mell."

To Sarah he said :
" Sister Sarah, thy body is strong and

healthful. O that tliy soul may be so too ! '^Ihe Lord make
thee a pattern of modesty, humility, and holiness."

To ijis broiher Jacob he said: " The Lord make thee an

Israelite indeed, in whom there is no guile. O that thou

mayest learn to wrestle with God, and not go without a

blessing
!"

And of his youngest brother Benjamin, then an infant, he
said :

" Poor little Benjamin ! O that the Father of the

fatherless would take care of thee ; and that thou who hast

never seen thy father on earth, may see him with joy in

heaven. The Lord be thy father and thy portion."

He then said to them all :
" O that none of us may be

found among the unconverted in the day of judgment ! O
that we may all appear, with our honoured father and dear

mother, before Christ Milh joy; and that they may say,

* Lord, here are vve, and the cliildren whom thou hast given

us !' O that we may live to God here, and live \^ ith God
hereafter. And now, my dear mother, brethren, and sisters,

farewell. I leave you a short time. / coiumend yoii to God,
and to the icord of his grace, K'hich is able to build ^ou np, and
to give you an inheritance among them ichich are sanctijied.

And now, dear Lord, my work is done. / have fought a

good Jight, I have fnished my course, I have kept thefaith;

henceforth there is laid upfor me the crorcn of righteousness.

Come, Lo7xl Jesus, come quickly ;"" and he presently departed.

He died in the month of June, 1657, i" the twenty-fourth

year of his age ; when his remains were interred, in Kelshall

church, where his father had been minister.

The foregoing account of this extraordinary young man
was originally published with the recommendatory testimonial
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of four eminent presbyterian ministers, giving their attestation

to the truth of the narrative.* A late popular writer observes,

that, if ever moital lived the life of an angel while upon the

earth, Mr. Janeway seems to have been the man. And he

adds, '' diat his death-bed scene, above ail others 1 have

either read or seen, appears to have had in it the largest share

of divine communications."f Wood denomniates Mr. Jane-

way u zealous presbyterian. t His three l)rothers, William,

Ja nes, and Abiuham, were all ejected nonconformists in

16624

John Langley, A.M.—This celebrated scholar was
bor i near Banbury in '.Oxfordshire, and educated in Mag-
dale.i-hail, Oxford. Afterwards he was prebendary of

Gloucester, where he was master of the college school

about twenty years; and, in ihe year lf^40, he succeeded
Dr. Gill as chief master of St. Paul's school, London. In

both these situations many persons were trained up under his

tuition, who became eminently distinguished characters in

church and state. Among the number of his learned pupils

was Mr. Richard Cumberland, afterwards bishop of Peter-

borough.
|| He was a judicious divine, a universal scholar,

and so celebrated an antiquarian, that his delight in, and ac-

quaintance with, antiquities deserves the highest commendation
that can be given.H He was highly esleemed by men cele-

brated for literature, but little regarded by the clergy, because

he was a puritan, and a witness against Archbishop Laud at

his trial .»»

Mr. Langley was indeed called as M'itness against the

archbishop; when he deposed, that, m the year l6l6, his

lordship, then dean of Gloucester, came down to the cathe-

dral of that place, intending to turn the communion-table into

an altar, and to place it altar-wise at the east end of the choir,

removing it from its former situation in the midst of the

church. Dr. Smith, bishop of Gloucester, opposed the

innovation, and warmly protested to the dean and the pre-

bends, that if the communion-table should be removed, or

* Janeway's Life of Mr. John Janeway. Edit. 1673.—Clark's Lives,

last vel. p. 60—81.
+ Simpson's Plea for Religion, p. 308, 310. Edit. 1810.

J Athenae Oxon. vol. ii p. 385.

^ Palmer's Noncon. Mem. vol. ii. p. 308. iii. 311, 313.

B Biog. Britan. vol. iv. p. 558. Edit. 1778.

1 Reynolds's Fun. Ser, for Mr. Langley.
** Wood's Athena Oxon. vol. li. p. 135,

VOL.111. U
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any such innovation brought into the cathedral, as Dean Laud
then intended, he would never come within the walls of the

cathedral any more. But the dean was so violent, that, in

direct opposition to the order and appointment of the bisliop,

he caused the Lord's table to be removed and placed altar-

wise, from north to south, at the east end of the choir, with

popish furniture upon it, bowing towards it himself, and

commanding the various officers of the church to do the

same. He further deposed, that the bishop was so much
oft'ended at these innovations, that he, according to his pro-

testation, came no more into the cathedral to the day of his

death. This is the substance of what Mr. Langley teslitied,

which \A as further confirnied by other evidence.*

Mr. Langley, being a most Celebrated scholar, was chosen

one of the licensers of the press for the philosophical and
historical department.t A minister of his name, but, accord-

ing to Wood, a different person, was chosen one of the

assembly of divines.t He died at his house adjoining Paul's

school, September 13, 16.57. Di"- Edward Reynolds, after-

wards bishop of Norwich, preached his funeral sermon,

which was afterwards published. Fuller calls Mr. Langley
" the able and religious schoolmaster." Archdeacon Echard
denominates him " an excellent theologist of the puritan

stamp, a great linguist and historian, and a nice and exact

antiquary ; for which he was highly esteemed by the famous

Selden and other learned men."$ Mr. Strype says, " he
was a general scholar, and a great antiquary, especially in

matters relating to his own country, the stories and curiosities

of which he, during his travels, made a considerable collec-

tion." His aw ful presence and speech produced uncommon
respect and fear among his scholars ; and such was his

behaviour towards them, that they both feared and loved him.

His remains were interred, with great funeral solemnity, in

Mercer's chapel, Cheapside; when all his scholars attended.

And, as he died a single man, they walked before the corpse,

having white gloves, and being hung with verses instead of

escutcheons, from the school through Cheapside to Mercer's

^chapel. He was so much in favour with the worshipful

company of mercers, that they accepted his commendation

of a successor.jl Mr. Langley was author of " Totius

* Prynne's Cant. Doome, p. 75—78.

+ Neal's Puritans, vol. iii. p. 4B. t Wood's Athenae, vol. ii. p. 135,

^ Echard's Hist, of Eng. vol. ii. p. 811.

t| Knight's Life of Colet, p. 379, 380. Edit. 1794.
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Rhetoricae adumbratio in usum Scholse Paulinae," l644—
" An Introduction to Grammar"—And some other pieces.

John Gumbleden, A. M.—This person was born in

Hampshire, in the year 1598, and educated lirst at Broad-
gate-hall, then in Christ's church, Oxford, where he took
his degrees in arts. In 1632 he was admitted to the reading
of the sentences. After completing his studies at the uni-

versity, he preached for several years at Longworth in Berk-
shire. When the civil wars broke out, he espoused the cause
of the parliament, became chaplain to Robert, earl of
Leicester, and afterwards, for some time, rector of Coyt-
church in Glamorganshire. In this situation he died about
the month of October, 1657, aged fifty-nine years. His
remains were interred in the chancel of the church at that

place.*

His Works.— 1. A Sermon on Gen. vi. 5—7., 1626.—2. A Sermon
on Gen. xxii. 1, 2., 1627.—3. God's great Mercy to Mankind in
Jesus Christ, a Sermon at Paul's Cross, on Isa. iiii. 6., 1628.—4. Two
Sermons before the University of Oxford, 1657.—5. Christ tempted,
the Devil conquered ; or, a short Exposition on r. Part of the Fourth
CJiapter of St. Matthew's Gospel, 1657.—6. A Sermon on Acts i.

1—5.

John Frost, B. D.—This pious minister was son oii

Mr. John Frost, the ancient and pious minister of Faken-
ham in Suffolk. During his childhood and youth, he dis-

covered a sweet and amiable disposition, and was ever

harmless and affectionate in his behaviour. He received his

school learning first at Thetford, then at Bury St. Edmund's,
where he made uncommon proficiency, especially in Greek
and Latin. But that which added the greatest lustre to his

character was his early piety, and a zealous attachment to

the word of God. Even in the days of his youth he diligently

searched the scriptures, constantly attended upon the word
preached, and spent much time in the duty of private prayer.

He was desirous, from a child, to be employed in the work of
the ministry; therefore, he earnestly and constantly prayed
that God would fit him for that important work.

At the age of sixteen he entered St. John's college, Cam-
bridge, where he continued thirteen years, and was chosen

* Wood's Athenae Oxon. to), ii. p. 135.
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fellow of the house. During this period, he made amazing

progress in all kinds of useful learning ; but, liaving the chris-

tian ministry constantly in view, he directed his studies chiefly

to those branches of literature which were likely to be most

serviceable in that holy office. At the university, on account of

the acuteness of his mind, the mildness of his behaviour, his

intense application to study, and his great proficiency in use-

ful knowledge, he was greatly lieloved by men of learning and

piety. He entered upon his ministerial work during his

abode at Cambridge ; and afterwards became pastor at

St. Olave's, Hart-street, London ; where he remained to the

day of his death.

In this situation he continued many years, and gained a

distinguished reputation. As he lived highly respected, so

he died greatly lamented. And having lived a most pious

life, he died a most peaceable and happy death. During his

last sickness, he discovered a becomuig submission to the

will of God, being willing to die, if his heavenly Father had
so determined ; or willing to live, if most for the glory of God
and the advantage of his church. When he was asked how
he did, he replied, " Full of peace and sweet submission to

God my Saviour, and in dependence upon him." The pangs

of death evidently approaching, he called his family together

and engaged in prayer, for the last time, with much liveliness

and affection. And having received something to drink, his

affectionate wife reclining upon his bosom, he exclaimed,
" We have overcome, we have overcome!" and spoke no
more, but resigned his pious soul to God, and immediately

entered upon tiie joy of his Lord, November 2, 16.57-

Mr. Crofton, who preached and published Mr. Frost's

funeral sermon, gives the following account of his excellent

qualitications :
—" He was sound in the faith, well studied in

polemical divinity, and able to defend the truth, holding fast

the doctrines of the gospel, and establishing the minds of his

people in the faith, especially against the fancies of armini-

anism and popery. He was singularly excellent in practical

divmity, pressing the observance of duties, rebuking sin with

wisdom and affection, and prudently directing persons into all

necessary christian conversation, as becometh the profession

of the gospel. He was a thorough puritan in principle and
practice, but highly esteemed the unity and peace of the

church. He studiously laboured to promote concord among
the episcopal and presbyterian divines. He was ever soli-

citous to perform ail the duties of his office, by preaching,

administering the sacraments, catechizing the youth, and
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visiting the sick. He was zealous and fervent, circumspect

and wise, and always deeply affected with the Morth of

souls.

" His excellent n)inisterial endowments were manifest to

all. What he delivered to the people was first deeply im-

printed on his memory by an easy method, and deeply

engraven on his own heart by serious meditation. He ex-

pressed himself with great power and plainness, and enforced

the great truths of the gospel with strong arginnents and

pathetical affections. In his daily conversation he was cour-

teous and affable to all men, whether his superiors, inferiors,

or equals. He was meek and grave, holy and exemplary, as

was obvious to all who knew him."* He was the author of
•* Select Sermons," 1657-

Hugh Evans Mas born in Radnorshire, but removed in

his youth to the city of Worcester, where he lived some years.

About the commencement of the civil wars, he left that city

and went to reside at Coventry. There he found a society

of baptists, when he soon embraced their sentiments, and

was admitted a member of their church. This was about

the year 1643. He approved himself a very pious, sensible,

and hopeful young man. His brethren soon perceived that
' he was endowed with promising gifts for the ministry, and

encouraged him to cultivate and exercise them; which he

did to their abundant satisfaction. He now began to pity

the state of his native countn ; and, considering its deplor-

able condition as overspread with gross darkness, and desti-

tute of the means of knowledge and salvation, he felt a strong

desire to devote himself to the laudable, but arduous work of

enlightening and converting his countrymen. There were

then not above one or two gathered churches in all Wales,

and very few preachers of the gospel . His friends approved

and countenanced his benevolent inclination, but judged it

advisable that he should first ha\e some further literary

advantage and instruction. Accordingly, he was placed for

some time under the care and tuition of Mr. Jeremiah Ives,

a baptist minister of considerable respectability. Having con-

tinued with Mr. Ives, and enjoyed the benefit o^ his instruc-

tions for a considerable time, he, according to his original

intention, returned into Wales. This, it appears, was about

the year 1647.

* Crofton's Funeral Sermon and Life of Mr, Frost,
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Mr. Evans entered upon the ministerial work as one sen-

sible of its importance, and deeply impressed with the worth
of 60uls. It soon appeared that his labours were both accept-

able and useful. The good people among whom he preached

warmly solicited and pressed him to continue with them, which
he did to the end of his days. Though, at the commencement
of his ministry, he does not appear to have been above thirty

years of age, he was unwearied in all his labours to promote
their best interests, and to extend the l)oundaries of the

Redeemer's kingdom. He presently succeeded in gathering

a respectable congregation, which, as our author observes,

has continued by a succession of new members down to the

present time. After having spent about ten years, with

exemplary diligence, unwearied perseverance, and eminent

success in promoting the gospel among his countrymen, he
finished his course in the prime of life, and in the height of

his usefulness, to the unspeakable regret of his numerous
friends, by whom he was exceedingly respected and beloved.

His ministry was chiefly exercised in Radnorshire and Breck-

nockshire. Dr. AValker enumerates him among the popular

itinerants of Wales, and charges him with having received a

salary for itinerant preaching in both those counties.* If he

did so, it only proves his great activ'ity and uncommon labours.

When one man does the work of two, it is lit he should re-

ceive double wages. There is reason to think, says our

author, that he was for some time the only baptist minister

in Wales. Some of the other preachers, and Mr. Vavasor
Powell among the rest, were probably baptized by him.
His people, it is added, were all baptists, and do not appear
to have admitted mixt communion, though some of the neigh-

bouring churches did; nor did they practise singwg in their

public worship, except, perhaps, at the Lord's table. The
church afterwards increased, and spread into several branches

;

and now forms three or four distinct and respectable churches,

assembling in the counties of Radnor, Brecon, and Mont-
gomery.

Mr. Evans had, doubtless, many enemies ; but his principal

opponents are said to have been the Quakers ; who viru-

lently opposed him from the press, as well as otherwise,

conceiving a very strong and unreasonable antipathy against

him. A book was published against him, about the time of
his death, by one John Moon, who called Mr. Evans " the

blind Welsh priest of Radnorshire," and attempted, very

• Walker's Attempt, part i. p. 158.
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illiberally, to asperse and vilify his character and memory.
His two friends, Mr. John Price and Mr. \V illiam Bownd,
answered the Quaker, and successfully vindicated their de-

ceased brother; and, from their own intimate knowledge
of him, expressed the highest opinion of his integrity and
piety, as well as the truest respect and veneration for his

memory. The amiableness and respectability of his charac-

ter may be safely inferred from the strong attachment of his

pious and numerous friends. He died about the year lG57,
and probably not more than forty years of age. But he lived

long afterwards in the affectionate recollection of those who
had attended on his faithful and edifying ministry.* Mr.
Henry Gregory, who had been a member of Mr. Evans's

church, was his successor in the pastoral office.t

Obadiah Sedgwick, B. D.—This excellent person
was brother to Mr. John Sedgwick, another puritan divine,

born at Marlborough in Wiltshire, in the year I6OO, and
educated first at Queen's college, then in Magdalen-halJ,

Oxford. Having finished his academical studies, he entered

upon the ministerial exercise, and became chaplain to Lord
Horatio Vere, whom he accompanied to the Low Countries.

After his return, he went again to Oxford, and, in the year

1629, W'as admitted to the reading of tlie sentences. He was
tutor to Matthew Hale, afterwards the celebrated lord chief

justice. t Leaving the university a second time, he became
preacher at St. Mildred's, Bread-street, London; but was
driven from the place by the intolerance of the prelates.

He became vicar of Coggeshall in Essex, in the year l639,§

where he continued two or three years. Upon the com-
mencement of the wars, he returned to the city and to his

ministry at St. Mildred's, and was often called to preach

before the parliament. In the year 1642, he became chap-

lain to Colonel Hollis's regiment in the parliament's army.

The year follow ing, he was appointed one of the licensers of

the press, and chosen one of the assembly of divines, and he
constantly attended. |1 Wood observes, but certainly with no
good design, " that while he preached at INIildred's, M-hich

was only to exasperate the people to rebel and confound

episcopacy, it was usual with him, especially in hotweather,

* Theolog. Bib. Mag. vol. v. p. 420—422. i Ibid. vol. vi. p. 6,

i Clark's Lives, last vol. part ii. p. 125.

^ Newcourt's Repert. Eccl. vol. ii. p. 160.

II
Neal's Paritans, vol. ii. p, 556. iii. 46, J3.
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to unbutton his doublet in the pulpit, that his breath might

be longer, and his voice moje aiiuible, to raii against ihe

king's party, and those about the king's person, whom he
called popish couuscliors. "^1 lus he did m an especial manner
in Sepltmber, 1G44, when he, with great concernnitut, toid

the people, several times, tliat God was angry with the army

for not culling olf delinquents."* Dr. Grey, with a sinaiar

design, denominates him " a preacher of" treason, rebeliion,

and nonsense ;" for the proof of which, he alleges the follow-

ing passages from Mr. Sedgwick's sermons preached before

the parliament :—" The field which I am at this time to work
upon, and go over, you see is large. There is much more
ground in it than 1 can conveniently break up and sow.

I shall theiefore, by God's assistance, who is the only breaker

of hearts, set upon the work, and may he in tender mercy so

accompany, and water, and pi osper his truths at this day, that

all our fallow ground may be broken up, and then be so gra-

ciously sown in righteousness, that we and all the land may
shortly reap in mercy.— Sirs, you must break up this ground,

or it will break up our land. There is not such a God-
provoking sin, a God-removing sin, a church-dissolving, a

kingdom-breaking sin, as idolatry. Down with it, dow n with

it, even to the ground. Superstition is but a bawd to gross

idolatry.—Be as earnest and as active as you possibly can to

send labourers into the field ; I mean to plant the land with a

heart-breaking ministry.—God haih been tlie salvation of the

parliament, and in the parliament, and for the parliament.

Salvation at Edge-lull ; salvation at Reading and Causon

;

salvation at Gloucester ; salvation at Newbury ; salvation in

Cheshire ; salvation in Pembrokeshire ; salvation in the

north ; salvation from several treacheries ; and salvation from

open hoslilities."f Such are the formidable proofs, in the

opinion of the learned doctor, that he was a preacher of

treason, rebellion, and nonsense ! How far he was guilty,

every reader will easily judge.

In the year 1G4G, Mr. Sedgwick became preacher at

St. Paul's, Covent-garden ; where he was exceedingly fol-

lowed, and w as insti umental in the conversion of many souls.

In 1 653, he was, by the parliament, appointed one of the

tryers; and the year following was constituted one of the

assistant commissioners of London for ejecting ignorant and

scandalous ministers. He was very zealous to carry on, as

* Wood's Athen£E Oxon, vol. ii, p. 139.

+ Grej's Examiuation, vol. iii. p. 204—206.
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in derision it is called, " the good work of reformation in

church and state." He was a frequent preacher before the

parhainent. Sir John Birkenhead casts his foul aspersions

upon him and Mr. Marshall, saying, " it is pleasant to ob-
ser^e how finely they play mto each other's hands. Marshall
procures thanks to be given to Scdgw ick ; and, for his great

pains, bedgwick obtains as much for Marshall ; and so they

pimp for one another. But, to their great comfort be it

spoken, their whole seven years sermons at Westminster are to

be sold in Fetter-lane and Pye-corner."* Had this writer known
how many of the episcopal clergy purchased and preached
the sermons of the puritans, he might have greatly extended
bis foul aspersions. Mr. Sedgwick hnding, at length, that

his health began to decline, he resigned all his preferments

and retired to Marlborough, his native place, where he died

in the month of January, 1658, aged hfty-seven years, and
his remains were interred in the chancel of Ogborn St. An-
drew, near Marlborough.+ He was a learned divine, and an
orthodox and admired preacher. t In his ministry, he was
succeeded by the celebrated JDr. Thomas Manton, ejected in

1662.$

His Works.— 1. Several Sermons on public Occasions, 1639, &c.—2. Parlianientai-y Sennoiis, l<il2, &c. ; among wliicli were, " Eiig-
lauds Preservation," 1642.—" Haman's Vanity," 1643.—" An Ark
again.st a Deluge: or, Safety in Dangerous Times," 1644.—3. Mili-
tary Disripline for the Christian Soklicr, 1639,—4. Christ's Council
to his Languishing Church of Sardis, 1640.—3. Speech in Guildhall,
1643.—6. The best and worst Malignant, 1648.—7. The doubting
Christian resolved, 1633.—8. The humble Sinner resolved; or,

Faith in the Ijord Jesus Christ the only way for sensible Sinners, dis-

covering the Quality, Objects, and Acts of Justifying Faith,j| 1656.—
9. The Fountain opened, and the Water of Liife tiowing, 1657.

—

10. The Shepherd of Israel; or, an Exposition of Psalm xxiii., 1658.

—

11. Anatomy of Secret Sins, 1660.— 12. The Bowels of tender Mercy
Scaled in the Everia.sting Covenant, 1660.— 13. The Parable of the
Prodigal, 1660.—14. Synopsis of Christianity.— 15. A Catechism.

William Sandbrooke, L. B.—This pious person was
educated in Gloucester-hall, Oxford ; and in 1635 he became
rector of St. Peter's church in that city, where his preaching

* Gran2:er's Biog. Hist. vol. iii. p. 48.
+ Wood's Atheuae Oxen. vol. ii. p. 139, 140.

J Ncal's Puritans, vol. iv. p. 184.

^ Palmer's Noncon. Mem. vol. i. p. 125, 426.

II
The MS. of this excellent work, and apparently in Mr. Sedgwick's

own hand, is in the posscsBion of the author.
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was much followed by the religious and puritanical scholars.

Upon the coniniencement of the civil war, he espoused the

cause of the parliament, left the university, and went to sea

as chaplain to the Earl of Warwick, admiral to the parlia-

ment. However, in lG44, being tired of a sea employment,

he became the officiating minister at St. Margaret's church,

Rochester, when Mr. Selvey, the incumbent, to his great

honour, allowed him all the profits of the living. Afterwards,

by the powers which then were, he was appointed one of

the three lecturers at the cathedral in that city, " purposely,"

says our author, " to preach down the heresies and blasphe-

mies of Richard Coppin, and his bigoted followers." He
died at Rochester in the month of March, 1658, leaving

behind him the character of a godly and painful preacher.*

He published a work entitled, " The Church the proper

Subject of the New Covenant," l64G ; and " Several Ser-

mons," 1657.

John Beverly was fellow of Trinity college, Cambridge,

where he most probably received his education. Towards
the close of life he settled at Rowell in Northamptonshire

;

where, by his pious and useful labours, he gathered a church

according to the model of the independents. Having been

instrumental in the conversion of about thirty persons, he

united them in church fellowship, upon congregational prin-

ciples, when they entered into a covenant to walk with each

other in the order of the gospel. The tenor of their covenant

was, " To walk together with God, in gospel faith and order,

as a particular church, in the performance of all duties

towards God, towards each other, and towards all men, in

the strength of the spirit of Christ, and according to his

word." They chose Mr. Beverly their pastor, two elders,

and two deacons. This was in the year IG06. Under

Mr. Beverly's ministry, many of the inhabitants of the

town were awakened and received into the church. But

his excellent and useful labours were not long continued

among them after the above period : for he died in the

month of June, 1608. After his death, the good people who
composed his church mostly attended upon the ministry of

Mr. Thomas Browning of Desborough. Upon his ejection,

in 1662, they invited him to the office of pastor, and he con-

tinued with them to the day of his death. This church is

» Wood's AUicna Oxon. vol. ii. p. 149.
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still in existence, and in rather a flourishing state, under the

pastoral care of Mr. John Wood. Mr. Beverly was author

of several pieces on church government: as," The Grand

Point of Church Matters."—A Tract against Hornbeck de

Indepetitismo, in Latin.—And a piece against free Admis-

sion, opposed to the Contradictions of Timson, published iu

1659.*

William Carter was born in the year 1605, and edu-

cated in the university of Cambridge, after which he became

a very popular preacher in London. In the year 1643, he

was appointed one of the licensers of the press ; and, the

same year, was chosen one of the assembly of divines, upon

which he constantly attended. After some time he joined

the independents, became one of the dissenting brethren in

the assembly, and discovered his great zeal, learning, and

moderation in support of their distinguishing sentiments .t

In 16.54, he was appointed one of the ti7ers of public

preachers, in which capacity Dr. Walker has endeavoured to

depreciate his memory, with that of other learned divines.^

He had frequent offers of preferment, but, being dissatisfied

with tho parochial discipline of those times, he refused thera

all. He was, nevertheless, indefatigable in his ministry,

preaching twice every Lord's day to two large congregations

in the city, besides weekly lectures and other occasional ser-

vices. He was one of the preachers before the parliament.

His incessant and arduous labours wasted his strength, and

put an end to his life about the month of June, l658, aged

fifty-three years. He was a good scholar, an admired

preacher, and a man of most exemplary piety. His relations

were afterwards great sufferers by the purchase of bishops'

lands.§ He was author of a sermon entitled, " Israel's Peace

with God Benjamin's Overthrow
;

preached before the

Honourable House of Commons, at their late solemn Fast,

July 27, 1642."

* Meen's MS. Collec, p. 413, 414.—Palmer's Noncon. Mem. vol. iii.

p. 31—33.
+ Dissenting Brethren's Reasons, p. 40—

.

i Walker's Attempt, part i. p. 174, 175. •

^ Neal's Puritans, vol. iii. p. 46.
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John Harris, D. D.—This learned person \Vas the son

of Mr. Richard Harris, rector of Hardwick in Buckingham-
shire; born at that place in the year 1588, educated in gram-

mar learning at \Vickhani school, near Winchester, and
admitted perpetual fellow of New College, Oxford. In

the year l6l7 he was unanimously elected one of the proc-

tors of the university ; and two years after was chosen Greek
professor, both of which offices he filled with great honour.

Afterwards, he was prebendary of Winchester, rector of

Meanstock in Hampshire, and, in the year 1(J30, he became
warden of Wickham college. In the beginning of the civil

wars, he took part \^ilh the parliament, and was appointe<}

one of the assembly of divines ; when he took the covenant

,

and other oaths, and kept his wardenship to the day of his

death. He died August 11, 1(538, aged seventy years, amJ

his remains were interred in the chapel belonging to Wickhauj
college. Dr. Harris was so adnurable a Grecian, and so

eloquent a preacher, that ijir Henry Savile used to call hinj

tlie second Chrysostom.* He published " A short View of

the Life of Dr. Arthur Lake^ bishop of Bath and Wells,"

1629. Several of his letters to the celebrated Dr. Twissc
>vere also published by Mr, Henry Jeanes, in 1653. One of
these letters was *>' Of God's finite and infinite Decrees

;"

another, " Of the Object of Predestination." It does not

appear, however, that he was any relation to Dr. Robert
Harris, another puritan divine who lived at tlie same time.

Thomas Goodwin.—This excellent servant of Chris?

was some years minister at South Weald in Essex, where he
was much beloved, and eminently useful. He was a divine

of puritan principles, and deeply concerned for the purity and

spirituality of christian worship. Though he died young, he
was a person of great learning, exemplary piety, and univer-

sal reputation. JMr. Bownd, who preached his funeral ser-

mon, gives the foiiowing account of him :
" He was an

eminent light and pillar in the church where he lived. He
gave evident proof that he was one in Christ, and is now
blessed. He was a good and precious man, and well known
to be a minister of great worth, every way qualified for the

work to which he was called. It was his desire from a youth

to be a nunister of the gospel ; and, according to that desire,

the Lord in due time called him to his service. To his quali-

• Wood's Athena^ O,\on. tol. ii. p. 144.—Echard's Hist, of Edj.

Tol. ii. p. i^l.
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ilcations for the sacred oflice, his brethren in the county, with

many others in more distant phjces, could give ample testimony.

He was a learned and a godly person, and it is difficult to

say which of the two had the pre-eminence : they seemed to

keep pace, and he was eminent in both. He was a great pro-

ficient in the study of divinity and in a knowledge of the holy

scriptures. Like Ezra, he was a ready scribe in the law of

the Lord; and, like Apolios, mighty in the scriptures.

Though he was young, his attainments were very great

;

God gave unto him abundantly of his spirit. In prayer lie

had much of the spirit of devotion, and was filled wilh the

breathings of the Holy Ghost. In preaching, he was very

powerful, and spoke directly to the hearts of his hearers. In
his life, he was most exemplary, both as a christian and a

minister. His preacliing was admired by the godly and the

learned, yet persons of the meanest capacity could unuer->

stand him. He had such a winning method, that his ser-

mons were never tedious, but the attention of his hearers

seemed to be chained to his lips. He took great pains in his

ministry, and was frequently engaged in preaching, in which
he took great delight. The love of Christ, and the souls of
tlie people, made frequent preaching his recreation and his

pleasure.

This faithful minister of Christ was very zealous in pro-

moting a further reformation of the church. The zeal of

God's house did even eat him up. In the cause of God he
manifested undaunted courage, and laboured vigorously to

promote the Redeemer's kingdom and glory, whatever oppo-
sitions were in the way. One might stand upon his grave

and say, " Here lies one who never feared tlie face of any
man." He was never proudly puffed up with his rare endo\\ -

nients ; but, in the whole of his conversation, he discovered a

happy degree of humility and holiness. He lived free from
worldly incumbrances, but full of cares for God's glory and
the salvation of his people. He was deeply concer^ied for

persons in sickness and death. He used to tell me, says our

author, how sadly it affected his heart when any one was sick,

or taken away by death, and he, the pastor, have no know-
ledge of his condition. He naturally cared for the souls of
tlie people; and he sought not his own things^ but the things

of Jesus Chnst. He was a minister of the gospel, and he

endeavoured to fuliil his ministry. He made his work his

business, and " studied to approve himself unto God a work-
man that needed not to be ashamed."
As this righteous man lived, so he died, and his end was
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happy. During the sickness of which he died, I visited

him, says Mr. Bownd, and having recommended submis-

sion to the will of God under all his dispensations, he readily

concurred, and added, " But my desire is to reach further,

and not only to submit, which an ordinary christian may do,

but to raise up myself to courage and cheerfulness under the

rod. Blessed be God, that hitherto I can date his choicest

mercies from some great affliction." Having exhorted him
to the lively exercise of faith, that he might be able to quench
the fiery darts of the devil, he replied, " I bless God, that

Satan hath, as yet, got no ground by this affliction." Coming
to him on another occasion, and finding him greatly reduced,

he said, " Dear friend, two days since I overheard the doctor

speaking to my wife, as if he feared me ; and I bless God who
so ordered it that I should hear him. For, indeed, till then,

I did not so seriously consider of death, as I have done since.

I did all along in my sickness set my heart to labour for a

sanctified use of the Lord's hand; but, overhearing that,

I thought it needful to look most carefully into my heart as

to evidences for eternity ; and truly, upon a thorough search

of my heart, I bless God, I find good old evidences, though
I be but a young man, and they stick very close to me. But,

friend," said he, " one thing I must tell you, which troubles

and afflicts my spirit very much, that when I grew very

serious, being exercised about serious work, the searching of

my heart for eternity-evidences, I perceived this seriousness

of mine was judged by some to be melancholy, for fear of

death. Now this, indeed, troubles me very much, that any
should take me to be such a one who am afraid to die."

I afterwards called upon him, says his pious biographer,

and told him that his friends were about to meet together

to offer up prayer to God for him ; when, after pausing a

little, he broke out in most affectionate expressions of the

sense he had of his people's love to him, and how greatly he
loved them, saying, " Oh my poor people ! Oh the souls of

my poor people ! How dear, how precious are they to me

!

Oh, if God should spare me, how would I lay out myself

for them!" He then wished me to commend him to his

people, and tell them, that which he desired them to beg of

God was a clearer sense of his love, saying, " Not that I

altogether want it; for, I bless God, 1 have it;" but could saj

no more.

The next time I called upon him, continues Mr. Bownd, I

heard from his mouth a most precious and powerful dis-

course concerning the sweetness and fulness of Christ. He
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spoke just as if he had been preaching from the pulpit. I
could not help wondering to hear him deliver a discourse so
clear and methodical, quoting the scriptures, and not failing

in the sense, almost without faultering. He very impressively

rehearsed those words, " All things are yours, whether Paul
or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or
things ;" when he could proceed no further, but afterwards

added, " because ye are Christ's." He afterwards said,

" Well, it is a sweet thing when he that speaks of Christ

hath Christ dwelling in him, at the time when he speaks
;"

and then gave up the ghost. He died in the prime of life,

and in the midst of his usefulness, September 4, 16j8 ;* but
whether he was any relation to the celebrated Dr. Thomas
Goodwin, or to Mr. John Goodwin, both of whom lived at

the same time, we have not been able to learn.

Robert Harris, D. D.—This learned divine was born
at Broad Campden in Gloucestershire, in the year 1578,
and educated in Magdalen college, Oxford, where he became
an excellent scholar, and a famous logician and disputant.

By the blessing of God upon his studies, and the pious

instructions of his tutor, he was brought to a saving know-
ledge of the gospel, and soon after became a celebrated

puritan. He preached his tirst sermon at Chipping Campden
in his native count}'. Such, however, is said to have been
the ignorance of the times, that when he came to the church
there was no Bible to be found ; and it was w ith much diffi-

culty that he could procure one to carry with him into the

pulpit. Indeed, the vicar of the parish possessed a Bible,

to whose house he was directed ; but, as it had not been seen
for many months, it was with great difficulty it could be
found. Having at length procured the sacred volume, he
went to the church and preached an admirable sermon from
Rom. X. i.f

The excellent Mr. Dod being silenced for nonconformity,

and ejected from Hanwell in Oxfordshire, Sir Anthony Cope
invited Mr. Harris to become his successor. He, accordingly,

removed to Hanwell, though with much grief and fear. The
people would own no man as their pastor except him who
had been ejected. It was, however, agreed upon that Mr.
Harris should preach so long as there was any hope of
recovering Mr. Dod. During this unsettled state at Hanwell,

Bowod's Funer.il Sermon for Mr Goodwin.
+ Clark's Lives anuexed to Martyrologie, p. 314, 315.



304 LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

Archbishop Bancroft presented the living to one of his

chaplains, on pittence of a lapse. But Sir Anthony Cop*^,

then sitting in parliament, together with, several other mem-
bers of the house, waited upon the ard!bi;:>liop, and presented

Mr. Harris, whoni his grace, after a long contest, reluctantly

admitted. Sir Anthony liavnig iormeily spoken against in-

sufficient ministers, not without some rejection upon the

intolerant pioceedmgs of the archbishops and bishops, Ban-

croft embraced this opportunity of shewing his resentment

;

and, therefore, refened Mr. Harris to be strictly examined by

the most learned of liis chaplains. Ihe chaplain, after suffi-

cient examinalion, returned Mr. Harris iiioderateh/ learned.

This proving unsatisfactory to the arclibishop, he was com-
mitted to the examination of Bishop Barlow, a person exactly

suited to Bancroft's wishes. The bishop was a person of

great wit and learnmg, and extremely glad of the opportunity.

He examined Mr. Harris first in divinity, then in otlier

branches of learning, particularly the Greek, in which his

lordship was esteemed a celebrated critic. As the story is

related, " they Greeked it till they were both run aground for

want of words ; upon which they burst into a fit of laughter,

and so gave it over."* Barlow returned to the archbishop,

and, delivering a most favouiable testimony, his grace, it is

said, was satisfied.

Mr. Harris being now settled at Hanwell, Mr. Scudder at

Drayton, and Mr. VVhately at Banbury, they became parti-

cularly intimate, and were united in judgment and affection.

Mr. Harris married Mr. VV luuely's sister, and Mr. Scudder
his wife's sister. These divnies commonly met together

once a week, to translate and analyze a chapter of the Bible,

This practice was productive of numerous good effects, by
stirring them up to greater diligence, and promoting their

mutual edificalK>ii.

Thougii Mr. Harris was thus comfortably settled, he was
called to endure many trials. His faitii and patience were
much exercised by his wife's long and painful illness. This
affliction, said Mr. Dod, was designed to season him and fit

him for his work. " And I should have been spoiled," says

Mr. Harris, "• had 1 not been thus taken down. Young
ministers know not on what ground they tread till God make
them humble." He, nevertheless, found much encourage-

ment in his work. His people began to relish his ministry,

and the Lord greatly blessed his labours. He did not feed

* Clark's Lives, p. 318. _ ;-
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tliem with airy notions, and diy speculations, but with " the

sincere milk of the woid;" and in a nifrihod adapted to those

of the meanest capacity. And God is said to have so won-
derfully blessed his endeavours, that there was not one prayer-

less family in Hanwell, nor one person Vvho refused his

examination and instruction previous to receiving the Lord's

supper.

In this situation he continued about forty years, blessed in

himself, and made a blessing to his people, until the com-
mencement of tlie civil A\ars. The bloody battle of Edge-
hill, only a few miles distant, was fought October 23, 1642,
being the Lord's day

;
yet, the wind being contrary, he did

not hear the least noise of it till the public exercises of the

day were over ; nor could he believe the report of a battle

till soldiers, besmeared ^ith blood, came to make it known.
From this time his troubles increased. Rude soldiers were
quartered upon him, some calling him round-heud, others

malignant ; but he continued to attend upon his numerous
duties as at other times. One company that was quartered

upon him was so outrageous in sweating, that he could not

forbear preaching from James v. 12. " Above all things, my
brethren, swear not at all." This so offended them, that they

swore they would shoot him if he preached again from the

same text. Undismayed by their threatenings, he ventured to

preach from the same words the following sabbath ; when, as

he was preaching, he observed a soldier preparing his firelock,

as if he meant to shoot; but Mr. Harris went on without

fear, and finished his discourse without inierruption.* He,
indeed, endured the storm till he had suffered very material

injury, and was at length driven from the place.

Mr. Harris, being forced ^om his flock, fled to London,
when he was chosen one of the assembly of divines, and
preached at St. Botolph's church, Bishopsgate. He Mas
one of the preachers before the parliament. In the year

1646, he was appointed one of the six preachers to the

university of Oxford; and, the year following, one of the

visitors. Dr. Walker, with his usual slander, observes, that

when the visitors proceeded to open their visitation, they

began, as they did all their other distinguished wickedness,

and according to their usual hypocrisy, with prayers and
a sermon! The sermon was preached by Mr. Harris. + He,
at the same time, took his doctor's degree, was made presi-

* Clark's Live?, p. 321. t Walker's Attempt, part i. p. 127.
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dent of Trinity college, and became rector of Garlington,

near Oxford. He governed his college with great prudence,

gaining the affections of all the fellows and students, who
reverenced him as a father.

Dr. Harris, in his last sickness, being desired to admit

company, said, " It is all one to me whether I am left alone

or have my fiic'nds with me. My work is now to arm myself

for death, which now assaults me, and apply myself to that

great encounter." Accordingly, he spent all his time iu

prayer, meditation, and reading the scriptures ; and when he

became unable to read himself, his friends read to him. He
said to them, " You must put on all the armour of God, and

then go forth in the strength of the Lord. Stand in the

fight, and the issue will be glorious : only forget not to call

in the help of your General. Do all from him and under

him." Being asked whence he derived his comfort, he said,

*' From Christ and the free grace of God." When it was
signified that he might take much comfort from his labours

and usefulness, he replied, " All is nothing without a Saviour.

Without him my best works would condemn me. Oh ! I

am ashamed of them, being mixed with so much sin. Oh ! I

am an unprofitable servant. I have not done any thing for God
as I ought. Loss of time sits heavy upon my spirit. Work,
work apace. Be assured nothing will more trouble you, when
you come to die, than that you have done no more for God,
who has done so much for you." He said, " I never saw the

worth of Christ, nor tasted the sweetness of God's love, in

so great a measure as I do now." When his friends asked

what they should do for him, he replied, " You must not only

pray for me, but praise God for his unspeakable mercy to me.

O, how good is God ! Entertain good thoughts of him. We
cannot think too well of him, nor too ill of ourselves. I am
now going home, even quite spent. I am on the shore, but

leave you still tossing on the sea. Oh ! it is a good time to die

in." Afterwards, being asked how he did, he said, " In no

great pain, I praise God, only weary of my useless life. If

God hath no more work for me to do, I would be glad to be

in heaven, where I shall serve him without distractions. I

pass from one death to another
;
yet I fear none. I praise

God that I can live, and dare die. If God hath more work

for me to do, I am willing to do it, though my infirm body be

very weary." He professed that he lived and died in that faith

which he preached, and found its unspeakable comforts now in

the immediate prospect of death. He closed his eyes in
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peace, resigning his soul to God, December 11, 1658, aged
eighty years.*

Mr. Clark gives the following account of his excellent

endowments:—He was a hard student, endowed with great

parts, and furnished m ith all manner of learning necessary to

a divine. He was a pure and elegant Latinist, very exact in

the Hebrew, and much admired as a subtle, clear, and ready

disputant. He excelled in chronology, church history, the

councils, case divinity, aud in the knowledge of the fathers.

But his parts were best seen in the pulpit. His gifts in

prayer were very great ; his affections warm and fervent ; his

petitions weighty and substantial ; and his language, pertinent,

unaffected, and widiout tautology. He preached with

learned plainness, unfolding the great mysteries of the

gospel to persons of the meanest capacities. He used to

say, " a preacher hatli three books to study: the Biblcy

himself, ^"^^ '^'-^ people." He observed, tiiat the humblest

preachers converted the greatest number of souls, not the

most learned scholars while unbroken. He valued no man
for his gifts, but for his humility under them. Nor did he
expect much from any man, were his parts ever so great, till

he was broken by temptations and aftiictions. He was a

man who ruled well his own house, was of great modera-
tion about church discipline, exceedingly charitable to the

poor, and eminently distinguished for humility, mortification,

and self-denial. In short, he was richly furnished with every

necessajy qualification to render him a complete scholar,

a wise governor, a profitable preacher, and an excellent

christian.

f

Notwithstanding this account from the impartial pen of

one vho must have been well acquainted with him. Dr.
Walker has stigmatized him as " a notorious pluralist." He.
rests the evidence of this slanderous accusation upon the

authority of a scurrilous and abusive letter, published to

expose and pour contempt upon the puritans. The doctor

also observes, " that he had somewhere read, that in those

times Dr. Harris's picture was drawn with one steeple upon
his head, and others coming out of his pockets." We shall

not attempt to justify pluralities. They are undoubtedly

indefensible. Yet the satire had certainly been more season-

able, if pluralities did no where exist among rigid churchmen.^

Respecting this charge. Dr. Harris himself made the follow-

ing open and generous declaration :
'^ I stood clear," says

* Clark's Lives, p. 325—32T. t Ibid. p. 327—JSl-
t Walker's AUempt, part i. p. 127.
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he, " in my own conscience, and in the consciences of those

who best knew me. I was far from allowing nonresidence

and a plurality of livings
;

yet, to such as were ignorant of all

circumstances, there was some appearance of evil."* H*
undoubtedly possessed several benelices ; but whether he

received tlie profits of them all, and enjoyed them all at the

same time, appears extremely doubtful. Though Dr. Grey
denominates him " a fanatical hero, and a professed

enemy to the constitution, botii in church and state ;" yet

he in part acquits him of the vile charge, and invalidates,

in a great measure, the authority of the above scurrilous

letter.t

The Oxford historian brings accusations against Dr. Harris,

Avhich, if true, Avould prove him to have been one of the

basest of men. He charges him with having taken for his

own use two bags ofgold,containing one hundred pounds each,

which he found among some old rubbish in Trinity college,

soon after he became president. He also affirms, that Dr.

Harris told several most glaring falsehoods, with a view to

secure the money to himself. Though our documents will

not afford us materials for a complete refutation of these

charges; yet the whole of what is asserted, and especially the

worst part of it, is .so contrary to the uniform spirit and

deportment of this learned and pious divine, that the account

appears extremely suspicious, and only designed to reproach

the memory of the puritans.

t

Dr. Harris's last will and testament contains much excel-

lent advice to his wife and numerous children, but is too

long for our insertion. § His \\orks came forth at different

times, but Mere afterwards collected and published in one

volume folio, in 1654. The pious Bishop Wilkins passes an

high encomium upon his sermons.
||

It does not appear

whether he was any relation to Dr. John Harris, whose

memoir is given in a foregoing article.

Christopher Feake was first a minister in the esta-

blished church, afterwards he joined the brethren of the

separation, espoused the sentiments of the baptists, became a

fifth monarchy-man, and was exceedingly zealous in the

cause. Edwards, who styles him a great sectary, gives the

» Clark's Lives, p. 323.

+ Grey's Examination, vol. ii. ». 298, 299.

.]: Wood's Athenw Osnn. vol. ii. p. 748.

\ Clark's Lives, p. 336—338.
f,
Wilkins on Preachinf, p. 82, S3.
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following curious and amusing account of him :
" This

Master Feake, m ithin this twelvemonth, was preacher in Lon-
don, and hath preached many strange and odd thmgs at

Peter's in Cornhill, besides W ool-church, and other places :

as, for separation from our assemblies, expressing many
heterodox things about mixed communion at the Lord's

supper, against maintenance of ministers by tithes ; and, in

sermons and prayers, hath had many flings at the assembly
;

but now is preacher in the town of Hertford, and in All-saints,

the greatest parish and church of that town, being put into a

sequestrated living by the power of some of the independents.

As for his carriage at Hertford, where he hath preached since

last January, it hath been as follows: His preaching and^^

praying shews him to be no friend to the assembly, nor to the

directory ; he hath never used the Lord's prayer since he

went thither, but hath preached against the use of it as a

prayer. It is observed of him by understanding men, his

auditors, that they never heard him appoint or sing a psalm

;

he reads but one chapter, or a piece of a chapter, and hath

not baptized any since his going. One of the committee, a

justice of peace, put up some articles against him at the

assizes at Hertford, to both judges then on the bench. The
first was this, ' That God would destroy not only unlawful

government, but lawful government, not only the abuse, but

the use of it ; and as he had begun to destroy it in England,

so would he, by raising combustions in the bowels of Fiance

and Spahi ; and that he Avould destroy aristocracy in Holland,

for tolerating arniinianism.' When he denied the words, one

being present and asked, atfirined him to have preached thus
;

and there are found four others, understanding men and of

good worth, who will testify the same. When Master Feake

explained himself before the judges, that there was in

monarchy and aristocracy an enmity against Christ, which he

would destroy; and as he was preaching, some turbulent

fellows and sectaries clambered up by the bench, and cried

out, ^ My lord, my lord, Mr. Pr. doth it in malice : we will

maintain our minister with our blood,' Whereupon the

judge threw a\A ay the paper, and said he would hear no more

of it, though he had before commanded Master Eldred to

read openly all those heterodoxies. The Lord's day follow-

ing Master Feake in the pulpit endeavoured to answer all

the articles put up against him to the judges, iu a gveat

auditory."*

* Edwards's Gangraena, pari iii. p, 81, 147, 148.
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Upon the sequestration of Mr. William Jenkih he became
minister of Christ's churcli, London,* and aftervvuids one of

the lecturers at Blackfriars; but was most violent against

Cromwell's 2;overnment. He is denominated a bold and
crafty orator, of high reputation among the anabaptists. He
preached with great bitterness against the civil administration

during the commonwealth, but especially against the protec-

tor, calling him " the man of sin, the old dragon, and the

most disseml)!ing and perjured villain in the world;" and
desired, that if any of his friends were present, they would go
and tell him what he said.t The protector, therelore, to

support his own authority, ordered him to be taken into

custody. He was apprehended in the year IdoS, when he
was carried before Cromwell and the co'.mcil, and committed
prisoner to Windsor-castle. J The baptists, disliking the

proceedings of government, protested against them in a

work entitled, " A Declaration of several of the Churches of

Christ, and godly people in and about the city of London,
concerning the kingly interest of Christ, and the present

sufferings of his cause and saints in England,'' lG54. In
this piece they declare, " That they value the churches of

Christ, which are the lot of God's inheritance, a thousand

times beyond their own lives ; that it is their duty to perse-

vere therein to the utmost hazard of their lives ; that the Lord
made them instruments to vex all in his sore displeasure, who
take counsel against Christ, whom the Lord hath anointed

and decreed king ; and that they were not merely the

servants of man ; and that they not only proclaimed Jesus

Christ to be king, but that they would submit to him alone

upon his ow n terms, and admit him only to the exercise of his

royal authority." This declaration was subscribed by a great

number of persons ; ten of whom are said to be " of the

church that walks with Mr. Feake, now close prisoner for this

cause of Christ, at Windsor-castle."$ He remained under

confinement several years; was in prison in 1655; but enjoyed

his liberty in 1657|| These tribulations did not cause him
to desist from his public labours. For he was no sooner

released from prison than he renewed his ministerial exer-

cise, and was preacher in the city, most probably at various

pla,ces, in the year 1658 ;^ but when he died we are not able

* Kennct's Chronicle, p. 793.
+ Thurloe's State Papers, vol. i. p. 621.

t Ibid. vol. ii. p. 67. § Declaration, p. 9, 21.

ii Thurloe's State Papers, vol. iii, p. 485, v. 7.55.

f Ibid. vol. vii. p. 57.
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to learn. lie was author of several pieces, the titles of which
have uot come to our knowledge.

Ralph Partridge was a most worthy minister, and a
great sufterer from the persecuting prelates. He was hunted
by the severity of the bishops, as he used to express it, " like

a partridge upon the mountains, till at last he was resolved to

get out of their reach, and took flight to New England."
Upon his arrival, he settled at Duxbury in the colony of

Plymouth, and was held in very high repute through the

country. The synod of Cambridge, in 1648, made choice of
him, together with Mr. Cotton and Mr. Mather, to draw up
their model of church govermncnt. He was a person of

great humility and self-denial, and always content with the

meanest circumstances. When most of the ministers of
Plymouth colony left their places, on account of their want
of a sufficient maintenance, this good man continued with his

people to the last.* He lived a pious and unblamable life,

possessed a grave and solid judgment, was famous in dispu-

tation, and much honoured and beloved by all ^^ho knew him.

This excellent servant of Christ was scarcely ever interrupted

in his ministry by bodily sickness, during the period of forty

years. He died in a good old age, in the year 1658.+

Sydrach Sympson, B. D.—This meek and quiet divine

received his education in the university of Cambridge, and
afterwards became a celebrated preacher in London. He
was appointed curate and lecturer of St. Margaret's church.

Fish-street ; but his preaching soon gave offence to Arch-
bishop Laud, wiio, in his metropolitical visitation, in the year

1635, convened him before him, with several other divines,

for breach of canons. Most of them having promised sub-

mission, they were dismissed. t By the intemperate super-

stition and bigotry of Laud, and the violence with which he
exacted conformity, many eminent divines -Were driven out of

the kingdom. x\niong these were Mr. (afterwards Dr.)

Thomas Goodwin, Mr. Philip Nye, Mr. Jeremiah Bur-

roughs, Mr. William Bridge, and ^Ir. Sympson. They all

retired to Holland, and were afterwards denominated the five

pillars of the independent or congregational party: and, in

* Mather's Hist, of New England, b. iii. p. 99.

+ Morton's Memorial, p. 153.

t Wharton's Troubles of Laud, vol, i. p. 536.
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the assembly of divines, were distinguislied by the name of
the dissenting brethren.*

Upon Mr, Sympson's arrival in Holland, he went to
Rotterdam ; and beholding the good order of the English
church at that place, under the pastoral care of Mr. Bridge,
he desned to become a member ; and, upon delivering his

.confession of faith, was received into their communion.
After some time, Mr. Sympson discovered certain things in

the church which he did not well approve ; and urged the

utility of prophesyings, that, after sermon on the Lord's day,

the people might express their doubts, and propose questions

to the ministers, with a view to their better edihcation. This,

however, with some otlier things, produced a misunderstand-

ing betwixt Mr. Bridge and Mr. Sympson; which, at length,

caused the latter even to separate himself from the church,

and begin a new -interest. This new society had, indeed, a

very small beginning, but afterwards, through the blessing of

God, it became very considerable.f Mr. Joseph Symonds,
another persecuted puritan, succeeded him in the office of

pastor to this church.

t

About the commencement of the civil war Mr. Sympson
returned to England ; and in the year 1643 was chosen one
of the assembly of divines, and he constantly attended during

the session. In all their debates he conducted himself with

great teniper and moderation. • He was one of the tive divines

who published and presented to the house of commons, in

1643, " An Apologetical Narration submitted to the Honour-
able Houses of Parliament," in favour of the independents.

In the year 1645 he was appointed one of the committee of

accommodation.^ In the year l647 he united with his dis-

senting brethren in presenting their reasons to the houses of

parjiament, against certain parts of the presbyterian govern-

ment.
||

In the year 1650 he was appointed, by the •parlia-

mentary visitors, master of Pembroke-hall, Cambridge, in

the room of Mr. Vines, who was turned out for refusing the

engagement. In 1654 he was chosen a member of the com-
mittee for drawing up a catalogue of fundamentals, to be
presented to the parliament. During the same year he was
constituted, by order of the council, one of the commissioners

for the approbation of public preachers; these commissioners

were commonly distinguished by the name of tryers. In

Neal's Puritans, vol. iii. p. 317.
+ Edwards's Antapologia, p. 142, 143.

J Bailie's Dissuasive, p. 77. ' § Papers of Accoca, p. 13.

I)
Reasons of Dissenting Brethren, p. 40, 133, 192.
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1655 he was appointed, by a commission from the protector

Cromwell, one of the new visitors of the university of Cam-
bridge.* Dining the long parliament he gathered a church

and congregation in London, upon the plan of the indepen-

dents, which assembled in Abchurch, near Cannon-street.

Mr. Sympson was a divine of considerable learning, of

great pi-?ty and devotion, and a celebrated preacher. Dr.

Grey calls him a celebrated preacher of rebel/ions principles ;

which IS plain, says he, from the following passage in one of

his sermons: " Reformation is liable to inhuman treacheries.

Pharaoh's dealing was very treacherous. He bade the

people go
;
gave them liberty by proclamation ; and when he

had got them at an advantage, he brought up an army to cut

them off. The reforming of the church will meet with such

kind of enemies."t If the learned doctor had not been in the

constant practice of ascribing rebellion to the puritan divines,

he would have found some difficulty in discovering reheUioiis

principles from this passage. And so far from appearing

plain from the passage, that he was a celebrated preacher of

those principles, we think it would puzzle all the learning of

the two universities of Oxford and Cambridge to make the

discovery. Mr. Edwards censures him for attempting to

propagate his own sentiments relative to church discipline,

liberty of conscience, and universal toleration. t In his last

sickness, he laboured under spiritual darkness and some
melancholy apprehensions; on which account certain of his

friends and brethren assembled at his house to assist him
with their prayers. When they took their leave of him, he

thanked them, and said, he was now satisfied in his soul, and

lifting up his hands towards heaven, exclaimed, " He is

come, he is come !" and died the same evening. This was
in the year l658.§ Mr. Sympson published several sermons

preached before the parliament, one of which is entitled,

" Reformation's Preservation, opened in a Sermon preached

at Westminster before the Honourable House of Commons,
at the late solemn Fast, July 26, 1643." He was author

of some other pieces, the titles of which have not reached

MS.

* Sylvester's Life of Baxter, part ii. p. 197.—Ncal's Puritans, vol, iv.

p. 27, 183.

+ Cirej's Examination, vol. i. p. 188. X Antapologia, p. 215, S16i

^ Neal's Puritans, vol. iv. p. 207.
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E.OBEKT DiNGLEY, A. M.—This pious minister was the

son of Sir John Dinglcy, by a sister of Dr. Henry Hamniond

;

was born in Surrey, in the year lfjI9) a»cl educated in Mag-
dalen college, Oxford. Having finished his studies at tlie

university, he took orders, and, according to Wood, became
" a strict observer of church ceremonies, and a remarkable

bower to the altar when he entered the church." Upon the

commencement of the wars, he espoused the cause of the

parliament, became an avowed enemy to superstitious cere-

monies in divine worship, and a zealous puritan. He was
made rector of Brightstone in the Isle of Wight, where he was
much followed by those of his own persuasion, for his excel-

lent practical preaching. He was presented to this benefice

when Colonel Hammond, his kinsman, was governor of the

island. But while Mr. Dingley was thus caressed and fol-

lowed by his own party, he was hated by the royalists, on
account of his activity as assistant to the commissioners of

Hampshire, for ejecting ignorant and scandalous ministers

and schoolmasters.* This is the only crime alleged against

him, for which he was even hated by the contrary party. He
died at Brightstone, in the year 1659) and his remains were

interred in the chancel of his own church. Over his grave

was the following monumental inscription erected to his

niemory

:

Here
lieth the body

of ftlr. RoBCRT Dingley,
Minister of tliis place;

•second son of Sir John Dingley, Knight,

^ho died on the twelflh day of January,

in the fortieth year
of his atje.

Tils Works.—1. The Spiritual Taste described : or, a Glimpse of

Christ discovered, 1649.—2. The Disputation of Anj^els: or, the

Augel Guardian, 1654.—3. Mcssiali's Spkndonr: or, the glimpsed

Glory of a Beauteous Christian, 16.54.—4. Divine Optics: or, a Trea-

tise of the Eye, discovering the Vices ;ui(i VirUics thereof, 1655.

—

5. Philosophical, Historical, and Theological Observations of

Thunder, with a more general view of God's wonderful Works,
1658.—6. A Sermon on Job xxvi. 14., 1C58.

* Wood's Athcnae Oxon. vol. ii. p. 155.
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,• John Arkowsmith, D. D.—This learned divine was
born at Gateshead, near Newcastle-upon-Tyne, ]SIarch 29,

1602, educated in St. John's college, Cambridge, and aft-er-

%vards chosen fellow of Katharine-hall, in the same univer-

sity. He was elected one of the university preachers, was
beneficed at Lynn in Norfolk, afterwards preacher at St. Mar-
tin's, Ironmonger's-lane, London, and chosen one of the

assembly of divines.* He constantly attended during the

session ; he united with several of his brethren in drawing up
the assembly's catechism ; and was one of the divines approved

by the parliament to be consulted in ecclesiastical matters.

April 1 1, 1644, he was elected master of St. John's college,

when Dr. Beale was ejected, in the following manner:

—

" The Right Honourable Edward Earl of Manchester, in

pursuance of an ordinance of parliament, for regulating and

reforming the university of Cambridge, came in person into

the chapel of St. John's college, and, by the authority to him
committed, did, in the presence of all the fellows then resi-

dent, declare and publish Mr. John Arrowsmith to be con-

stituted master of the said college in room of Dr. Beale, late

master there, but now justly and lawfully ejected: requiring

him the said John Arrowsmith, then present, to take upon
him the said place, and did put him into the said master's

seat or stall, within the said chapel : and did likewise straitly

charge all, and every of the fellows, &c. to acknowledge him
to be actually master of the college, and sufficiently autho-

rized to execute the said office."

Upon his admission, he was required to make and subscribe

a solemn declaration, of which the following is a copy:t
" I, John Arrowsmith, being called and constituted by the

Right Honourable Edward Earl of Manchester, (who is

authorized theieto by an ordinance of parliament,) to be

master of St. John's college, in the luiiversity of Cambridge,

vith the approbation of the assembly of divines now sitting

at Westminster, do solemnly and seriously promise, in the

presence of Almighty God, the searcher of all hearts, that,

during the time of my continuance in that charge, I shall

faithfully labour to promote piety and learning in myself, the

fellows, scholars, and students, that do or shall belong to the

said college, agreeably to the late solemn national league and

covenant by nie sworn and subscribed, with respect to all

the good and wholesome statutes of the said college, and of the

university, correspondent to the said covenant; and by all

» Baker's MS. Collec. toI. i. p. 265. + Ibid, vol. xii, p. 169, ITO.
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means to procure the welfare and perfect reformation both

of that college and university, so far as to me appertains.

"John Arrowsmith."
During the above year he was one of the committee of

learned divines, which united with a committee of the lords

and commons, to treat with the commissioners of the church

of Scotland, concerning an agreement in matters of religion.*

lie took his doctor's degree in the year 1647, and was chosen

vicp-chancellor of the university the same year. In the year

1651 he was elected regius professor of divinity, upon the

death of Dr. Collins, who had filled the chair many years

;

and was at the same time presented to the rectory of Somer-
sbam.+ In 1653, upon the death of Dr. Hill, he was chosen

master of Trinity college, Cambridge, when he was succeeded

at St. John's by Dr. Tuckney ; and, in 1655, he resigned his

professorship, in which office he was succeeded by the same
person.^ He was appointed one of the tryers, and one of the

preachers before the parliament. He was a man of unexcep-

tionable character, and of great learning and piety ; an acute

disputant, a judicious divine, and an excellent author, as

appears from the learned productions of his pen, which
gained him great reputation. He died in February, 1659,

aged fifty-seven years, and his remains were interred in

Trinity college chapel, the 24th of the same month
.§

Mr. Ncal having observed that the learning and piety of

our divine were unexceptionable, Dr. Grey adds, " And had
our learned historian added, that he was an eminent preacher,

and famed for his flowers of rhetoric, I could have helped

him to passages in support of such an assertion." He then

enumerates the passages as follows :
—" You have endea-

voured," says he, " to fence this vineyard with a settled mili-

tia, to gather out the malignants as stones, to plant it with

men of piety and truth, as choice vines, to build the towers of

a powerful ministry in the midst of it, and to make a wine-

press for the squeezing of malignants.—The main work of

the spirit of grace is to negociate the treaty of a match- betwixt

the Lord Jesus and the coy souls of men.—It is a spiritual

affection that halh the IIolv Ghost for its father, faith for its

mother, prayer for its midwife, the woid for its nurse, sin-

cerity for its keeper, and trembling for its handmaid.—After

some overtures of a match in the reign of king Henry VIII.,

» Papers of Accom. p. 13. + Baker's MS. Collec. toI. i. p. 265,

X Kennet's Chronicle, p. 601, 935.

S Wood's Athenaj, vol. H. p. 371.—Calamj's Account, vol. ii. p. 78,

294.—Baker's MS. Collec. vol, i. p, 265.
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the reformed church in this kingdom was solemnly married to

Jesus Christ, when the sceptre was swayed by Edward VI.
That godly young piince (as became the bridegroom's friend)

rejoicing greatly, because of the bridegroom's voice. Tiie
famous nine and thirty articles of her confession then framed,

were an evident sign of her being with child, and that a
thorough reformation was. then conceived, though but con-
ceived. Many and sore were the breeding fits she conflicted

with in Queen Mary's days, and such as gave occasion to fear

she would have miscarried."*

In another place, says Dr. Grey, " I shall take the liberty

of adding a character of the assemblv of divines, from a right

reverend bishop of those times ;" and then cites his lordship's

words as follows:—"You may judge of them/' says the

bishop, " by their compeers, Goodwin, Burroughs, Aitozc-

smith, and the rest of their ignorant, factious, and schismatical

ministers, that, together with those intruding mechanics, (who
without any calling from God or man, do step from their

botchers board, or horses' stable, into the preacher's pulpit,)

are the bellows which blow up this fire, that threatened the

destruction of this land."t

The reproachful insinuations of the doctor and the learned

prelate are sufficiently refuted from the following account of
Dr. Arrowsmith, given by one who appears to have been well

acquainted with him :—" He was a burning and a shining

light ; who, by his indefatigable study of the sublime myste-
ries of the gospel, spent himself to the utmost, to CxXplicate

the darkest places of scripture. This he did with a view to

enlighten others in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. He was
a holy and learned divine ; firm and zealous in his attach-

ment to the cause of Christ, from which no worldly allure-

ment would shake his faith, or move his confidence. He was
a man of a thousand. Those who best knew hhn could
give testimony of his diligence, his zeal, his integrity. His
public ministry discovered his great dexterity, sound judg-
ment, admirable learning, and indefatigable labours. His
soul aspired after more than his weak and sickly body was
able to perform. He put forth his energy beyond his strength

to do good."+

His Works.—1. The Covenant-avens^ing Sword Brandished, in a
Sermon before the Honourable House of Conimous, at their late

* Grey's Examination, vol, ii. p. 156. + Ibid. p. 91.

t Arrowsinith's God-Man, Pref. Edit. ICGO.
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solemn Fast, Jan. 25, 1643—1643.-2. England's Eben-ezer; or.

Stone of Help set up in thanktnl acknowledgment of the Lord's
having helped us hitherto, in a Sermon preached to both Houses of
Parliament at Christ's Church, London, March 12, 1645— 1646.

—

3. A Chain of Principles; or, an Ordinary Concatenation of theolo-
gical Aphorisms and Exercitations, 1659.—4. God-Man, 1660.

—

4. A Great Wonder in Heaven.—6. Tracta Sacra.

Peter Bulkly, B. D.—This excellent person was bora
at Odell in Bedfordshire, January 31, 1582, and educated in

St. John's college, Cambridge, Avhere he was chosen fellow.

He had a considerable estate left him by his father, Dr. Ed-
ward Bulkly,* whom he succeeded in the ministry at the

place of his birth. By favour of the excellent Bishop Wil-
liams, who connived at his nonconformity, as he had done
at the nonconformity of his venerable father, he continued

unmolested upwards of twenty years. Towards the close of
this period, his ministry was attended with wonderful success
in the conversion of souls. But information was no sooner
given to Archbishop Laud than he was immediately silenced

for nonconformity .t His mouth being stopped, and having
no further prospect of ministerial usefulness in his own coun-
try, he sold his estate, and, in 1635, went to New England.
He took with him a considerable number of planters, who,
upon their arrival, settled at a place which they called

Concord. There he gathered a church, became its worthy
pastor, and expended a large estate, while most of his ser-

vants got estates under him. It was his custom, when any one
had lived with him a certain number of yeais, to dismiss him
from his service, and fix him in a comfortable situation, and
so take another in his room.

Mr. Bulkly was author of " The Gospel Covenant opened,"
of which the pious Mr. Shepard has given the following

account: "The church ofGod," says he," is bound to blessGod
for the holy, judicious, and learned labours of this aged, expe-
rienced, and precious servant of Jesus Christ ; who hath taken
much pains to discover, in demonstration and evidence of the

Spirit, the great mystery of godliness wrapt up in the cove-
nant ; and h?ith now fully opened many knotty questions con-
cerning the same, which have not been brought so fully to

light until now.":|: The work passed through several editions,

Dr. Bulkly was a faithful minister of the gospel, and a person of dis-

tinguished eminence. He made additions to Fox's " Acts and Monuments
of the Martyrs."— Sec Fox's Martyrs, vol. iii. p. 861—8G3.

+ Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b, iii. p. 96- f Ibid. p. 97.
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was liighly esteemed, and was one of the first books published

in New Enghuid.

Mr. Bulkly was twice married. By his first wife he had
nine sons and two daughters ; and by his second wife, the

amiable daughter of Sir Richard Chitwood, he had three sons

and one daughter. Old age, and its numerous infirmities, at

length coming upon him, put an end to his zealous and useful

labours. He was afraid of out-living his work, and died

March 9, 1659, aged seventy-seven years. He was an

excellent scholar, a thundering preacher, a judicious divine,

a strict observer of the sabbath, an exemplary christian, and
one who was esteemed as a father, a prophet, and a coun-

sellor in the new commonwealth.* He had three sons employed
in the ministry, Gresham, Edward, and John. Edward suc-

ceeded his father as pastor of the chinch at Concord, where
he died. John, his youngest son, was educated, and took

his degrees, in Harvard college ; and, coming to England,

settled in the ministry in this country, but was ejected by the

act of uniformity in l662.t

Samuel Jacomb, B. D.—This learned divine was born

at Burton-Lazers in Leicestershire, and educated in Queen's

college, Cambridge; of which, in the year 1648, he was
chosen fellow. By the religious instruction of his pious

parents, together with his attendance upon the ministry of

Mr. Ludlani, he was brought under serious concern for his

soul at a very early period. Having resolved to employ him-

self in the ministry, he became a hard student, a good scholai-,

and an excellent divine. His preaching while at the univer-

sity was much admired and followed by the collegians and
others. He was possessed of popular talents, and was
appointed one of the university preachers by the authority of

the parliament.

ISir. Jacomb continued at Cambridge about twelve years.

Afterwards, he removed to London, and was chosen pastor

at St. Mary ^Voolnoth, in Lombard-street. In this situation,

his excellent endowments were much esteemed and admired,

as well by his brethren in the ministry as by the people of

his charge. His sermons were so demonstrative, that they

were sufiicient to convince an atheist ; so clear, as to enlighten

the most ignorant ,• so awakening, as to rouse the most care-

less; so persuasive, as to charm the most obdurate; so

* Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b. iii. p. 97.
t Palmer's Noncon. Mem. vol. ii. p, gOO.
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fervent, as to awaken the most formal ; and so discreet, as to

reduce the most tiery zealot to a proper temper. In con-

versation he was grave, humble, cheerful, affable, serious,

and affectionate.* However, with these excellent qualifica-

tions, he did not live four years after his removal to l^ondon.

During his last sickness, he felt happily resigned to his

heavenly Father's will. " God is wise," said he, " therefore

let him do with me as seemelh him good." His complaint
beginning to affect his head, and to becloud his mind, he was
exercised with fears, and said, *' This is the only thing that

troubles me, lest I should lose my understanding; but my
Saviour intercedes for me: he doth, he doth." His fears

were altogether groundless. He enjoyed the perfect use of
his mental powers, with solid peace and comfort to the last.

His last words were, There reinalnetli a rest for the people of
God. He died hi the month of June, l6oQ. He lived and
died a nonconformist to the church of England.+ And he
appears to have been brother to Dr. Thomas Jacomb, the

ejected nonconformist.^ Mr. Jacomb published, " Moses
his Death, a Sermon preached at Christ's Church in London,
at the funeral of Mr. Edward Bright, Minister there," 1657.
He was autlior of two or three other Sermons. Mr. Patrick

preached and published his funeral sermon, from which
part of this brief memoir is collected.

Thomas Cawton, A. M.—This excellent divine was
born at Rainham in Norfolk, in the year I6O0, and educated

in Queen's college, Cambridge. He was desirous of the

ministerial work from a child, and was patronized and sup-

ported at the university by Sir Roger Townshend. He made
uncommon progress in the knowledge of the arts, the lan-

guages, and divinity ; and his piety was so remarkable, that it

became a proverb in the university. The profane scholars

used to s'tigmatize those who were religiously inclined " as

poisoned by Cawton's faction, and as becoming Cawtonists."

Having continued seven years at the university, he removed
to Ashwell, about twelve miles from Cambridge, to live in the

house of Mr. Herbert Palmer, another celebrated puritan.

His principal object in this removal was the study of divinity,

ill which he made a remarkable proticiency, and occasionally

assisted Mr. Palmer in the exercises of the pulpit. After-

* Nichols's Hist, of Leicestershire, vol. ii. p. 270,

+ Patrick's Funeral Sermon for Mr. Jacomb.

:f
Palmer's Noiicon, Mem, vol. i. p. 160.
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wards, he became domestic chaplain to Sir WiUiam Armin,
of Orton in Nothamptonshire ; m here he was exceedingly
beloved for his piety, abilities, and faithfulness. Having con-
tinued in this situation four years, he, in the year 1637,
became rector of Wivenhoe in Essex,* being presented to the
living by Sir Roger Townshend. When he entered upon
his charge at Wivenhoe, it was a place remarkable for drunk-
enness, swearing, sabbath-breaking, and almost every other
scene of profaneness ; but, by the blessing of God upon his

faithful labours and exemplary deportment, it soon became
equally remarkable for sobriety, the observation of the sab-

bath, and unfeigned piety. The inhabitants of the town
usually brought their fish to sell on the sabbath day, when
they kept their market near the church-doors. Mr. Cawton's
righteous soul was sorely vexed with their ungodly ways ; and,
by his faithful and unwearied endeavours, the evil practice was
abolished, and a happy reformation followed. It is further

added, that he was the means of bringing great numbers to

the saving knowledge of the gospel ; and that no minister was
ever more beloved by his people. t He married the daughter
of Mr. William Jenkin, the ejected nonconformist.

Mr. Cawton having continued his ministerial labours at the

above place about seven years, his health began visibly to

decline, when he was advised to remove to some other situa-

tion, particularly for a change of air; and receiving, about
the same time, an invitation to Bartholomew's church, behind
the Exchange, London, he removed to the metropolis. The
change proved happily instrumental in the restoration of his

health, and the means of preventing the return of the ague.
In London, Sir Harbottle Grimstone, who lived in his parish,

was his constant hearer and his very good friend. In the

year 1648, he united wiUi the London ministers in their

declaration against the king's death :t and, the same year, was
brought into trouble for his zeal in the royal cause. Being
invited by the lord mayor and aldermen, to preach at Mercer's
chapel, he prayed for the royal family, especially for king

Charles II., whom he considered as the legal sovereign : but
delivered nothing offensive in his sermon. His prayer, how-
ever, proved offensive to the ruling party. The day follow-

ing, the council of state issued a warrant to apprehend him.^

* Newcourt's Repcit. Eccl. vol. ii. p. 679.
+ Life of Mr. Cawloii, p. 1—22. Edit. 1662.

4: Calamy's Coiuiu. vol. ii. p. 743.

^ Tiie warrant, dated from Derby-house, February 26, 1648, was the
following:—"These are to will and require you forthwith, upon sight
•• hereof, to make speedy repair unto any such place where you ihall

VOL. III. Y
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Upon his appearance before his judges, he was charged with

having proclaimed the young king; and that, according to the

existing laws, he was giiilty of high treason. He was, there-

fore, required to make his humble submission, and to retiact

what he had uttered, as the indispensable condition of his

release. This Mr. Cawton refused to do, saying, " If I have

done any thing not becoming a minister of the gospel, I hope
I should be willing to recant." He was then sent prisoner to

the Gatehouse, where he continued about six months. But
the parliament's forces in Ireland having obtained a signal

victory, the house of commons resolved that a certain number
of prisoners, and Mr. Cawton among the rest, should be set

at liberty, as a testimony of thankfulness to God. He was
accordingly released, August 14, 1649 *

Mr. Cawton having obtained his liberty, returned to his

family and his Hock, and continued for some time in the

zealous and laborious observance of his ministerial duties.

But in the year 1651, being deeply concerned in Love's plot,f

he fled to Holland, together with Mr. James Nalton. Upon
their arrival, the English church at Rotterdam being destitute

of a pastor, they Mere chosen co-pastors to the society. Mr.
Nalton, afterwards one of the ejected nonconformists,! having

leave to come back, returned home ; but Mr. Cawton not

enjoying the same privilege, remained at Rotterdam to the

day of his death. His fame,* both as a preacher and a

scholar, soon spread through the United Provinces. He shone

as a star of the first magnitude, and was highly esteemed by
the Dutch, French, and English ministers in those parts.

He presently became intimately acquainted with the learned

Voetius, Leusden, Uchtman, Hulsius, and others, highly

celebrated for piety and literature. The publication of those

famous works, " Walton's Polyglot Bible," and " Castell's

Lexicon Heptaglotton," were greatly indebted to his encou-

ragement and exertions.§ In the year 1658, he received a

*' understaod the person of Mr. Thomas Cawton to be, who preached
" before the lord mayor yesterday; and him you are to apprehend, and
*' bring into safe custody, before the rouncil of state, for seditious preach-
*' ing ; hereof you are not to fail, and for so doing this shall be your
" sufficient warrant."— L?/V of Mr. Cuivton, p. 27.

* Life of Mr. Cawton, "p. 2-2—42.
+ See Art. Christopher Love.

J Palmer's Noncon. Mem. vol. i. p. 142.

^ Life of Mr. Cawton, p. 42—6().—The former of these learned works
was printed in six volumes folio, and was the first book published in

England by subscription. Tl'he latter cost tbe author the assiduous labour
of seventeen year?. His unwearied diligence employed in this undertaking
injured his health, and impaired (•is constitution; and the immense
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letter from Charles 11. , then at Brussels, in which his majesty
attempts to acquit himself of being at all inclined to popery,

and urges Mr. Cawton to use his utmost endeavours to sup-

press all such unworthy aspersions.*

At length, Mr. Cawton having served the Lord seven

years at Cambridge, seven years at VVivenhoe, seven years in

London, and seven years in Holland, died at Rotterdam of a

fit of the palsy, August 7, 1659, in the fifty-fourth year of

his age. He was a laborious student, an excellent logician,

and an incomparable linguist. He had a most exact know-
ledge of the Greek, Hebrew, Chaldee, Syriac, and Arabic

;

and was familiar in the Dutch, Saxon, Italian, Spanish, and
French languages. But that which made his excellent

abilities and literature appear to the greatest advantage, was
his eminent piety and holy conversation. He was highly dis-

tinguished for his faith, patience, sincerity, self-denial, and
hospitality. As a minister, he was laborious, affectionate,

and faithful ; as a master, he was the teacher and governor

of his house ; as a husband, he was affectionate and tender-

hearted ; as a father, he was ever careful to promote the best

interests of his children ;t and, it is added, " he was a great

honour to his profession, and a pattern of virtue in every

social relation. He had few equals in learning, and scarcely

a superior in piety."+ Wood says, " he was a learned and
religious puritan,"^ which is no mean character from his

unworthy pen. The learned Mr. Thomas Cawton, one of

the ejected nonconformists in 1662, was his son.(| He trod in

the footsteps of his father, whose life he published in 1662,
with the sermon annexed which his father preached at

Mercer's chapel, February 25, 1648, entitled, " God's Rule
for a Godly Life; or, a Gospel-Conversation opened and
applied," from Phil. i. 27.

Henry Dunster.—This person was a pious and learned

divine, w ho, to escape the persecutions of Archbishop Laud,
retired to New England in 1640. Upon his arrival, he was
chosen president of Harvard college, Cambridge; which

expense attending it entirely ruined him of bis fortune. He spent upon
it upwards of twelve thousand pounds. The author only received a very
poor reward for his incredible and indeed Herculean labours.

—

Granger's
Biog, Hist. vol. iii. p. 29.

—

Biographia Britannica, vol. iii. p. 310.
Edit. 1778.

* Life of Mr. Cawton. p. 78—80. + Ibid. p. 7,31, &c.

j: Granger's Biog. Hist. vol. iii. p. 47. ^ AtheHsc Oson. toI. ii, p. 43?.

II
Palmer's Nonron, Mem. vol, i, p, ?5?. i
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office he held with great reputation and usefulness for the

space of fourteen years. He is said to have been fitted by

the Lord for this work, and to have been a most able profi-

cient in the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin languages, and an

orthodox and powerful preacher. He is denominated " one

of the greatest masters of oriental learning that New Eng-

land had ever known."* But having espoused the peculiar

sentiments of the baptists, the overseers of the college, in

the year 1654, procured his removal from the office of pre-

sident; when he was succeeded by the worthy Mr. Charles

Chauncey.+ Upon Mr. Dunster's removal from the college,

he retired to Scituate, where he died in the year 1659. ^^
had a principal hand in publishing the Psalms in metre for

the use of public worship, among the churches of New
England ; and in his last will and testament he ordered his

body to be buried at Cambridge ; and, to the honour of his

memory, he bequeathed legacies to those very persons who
had been the authors of his removal from the place.

:t

Charles Herle, A.M.—This excellent divine was born

of honourable parents at Prideaux-Herle, near Lystwithyel in

Cornwall, in the year 1598, and educated in Exeter college,

Oxford. In the year l6l8, he took his degrees in arts; and,

having finished his studies at the university, he entered upon
the ministerial work. He first settled at some place in Devon-
shire, where, being always accounted a puritan, he suffered

persecution on account of his nonconformity .§ Afterwards^

he became rector of Winvvick in Lancashire, being one of

the richest livings in England. Upon the commencement of

the civil war, he took part with the parliament, was elected

one of the assembly of divines, and, upon the death of Dr.
Twisse, in 1646, was chosen prolocutor to the assembly.

He was appointed. one of the morning lecturers at the Abbey
church, Westminster, one of the licensers of the press, one
of the committee for the examination and ordination of

ministers, one of the committee of accommodation,
|| and

one to assist in preparing materials for the confession of

faith. On the dissolution of the assembly, he spoke in the

name of his brethren, and " thanked the honourable and
reverend Scots connnissioners for their ass stance ; excused,

* Rackus's Hist, of Baptists, vol. i. p. 282.

t Mather's Hist, of New l.ng. b. iv. p. 127, 128. J Ibid, b, iii. p. 100.

^ Prynne's Bre\iate of Laud, p. 6.

I Papers of Accominodatioii, p. 2.
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in the best manner he could, the directory's not being so well
observed as it ought ; and lamented that the assembly had not
power to call offenders to an account."* In the year 1647,
Hr. Herle and Mr. Stephen Marshall were appointed to attend
the commissioners of parliament to Scotland, to give the
Scots a just account of the affairs of England. After the
king's death, Mr. Herle retired to his flock and stated minis-
terial exercise at ^^^inwick, where he continued the rest of his

days.

In the year 1651, the Earl of Derby having raised a regi-

ment of soldiers for Charles II., then on his march from
Scotland, he sent Lieutenant Arundal, with about forty horse,
to Mr. Herle's house at Winwick, which filled the whole
family with the utmost consternation, expecting to be imme-
diately plundered and ruined. Arriving at his house, Arundal
said to Mr. Herle, " My business is to tell you, that the Earl
of Derby m ishes you to come to him with all speed ; and if

you will go, there shall be no further trouble to you or your
family," JNIr. Herle replied, " I will go immediately, and
wait upon the right honourable the Earl of Derby, my patron;"
and ordered his horse to be brought out. After some kind
entertainment of the lieutenant and his soldiers, Mr. Herle
accompanied them to the earl'^ quarters, who received and
treated him with the utmost civility. After some friendly con-
versation with him, his lordship sent him back, attended by a
guard of soldiers. It is also observed, that, after the battle

of Warrington-bridge, in this year, Arundal's forces being
routed, and himself wounded, he retired to Mr. Herle's house,
where he was treated with the utmost kindness.

t

During the above year, Mr. Herle was appointed, together

with Mr. Isaac Ambrose, Mr. Edward Gee, and some others,

assistant to the commissioners for ejecting ignorant and scan-

dalous ministers and schoolmasters in Lancashire. Dr. Grey
says, that, in this office, he acted " with great severity ; and
how well he was qualified for such dirty work, his public

sermons sufficiently testify." He then transcribes from those

sermons the following expressions, to prove the charge
alleged against him :|

—" Do justice to the greatest. Saul's

sons are not spared ; no, nor Agag, nor Benhadad, though
themselves kings. Zimri and Cosbi, though princes of the

people, must be pursued to their tents. What an army of

martyrs has God given to the fire for our reformation at

* Neal's Puritans, vol. ii, p. 555. iii. 46.

+ MS, Chronology, vol. ii. A. D. 1651,

i Grey's Examination, vol. ii, p. 216.



3g6 LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

first ! What a calendar of traitors has he given to the gallows,

for our preservation since!"—Whether these expiessions

afford sufficient evidence of the doctor's charge, or whetlier

he' designed it only to reproach the memory of this celebrated

divine, every intejligent reader will easiiy judge. The cha-

racter of Mr. Herle is too well established to be at all

impaired by any such calumny. He was a moderate presby-

terian, exceedingly beloved by his brethren in ihe ministry,

and the author of several practical and controversial wntnigs.

Fuller justly denominates him " a good scholar and a deep

divine ;" and says, " he was so nuich the christian, the

scholar, and the gentleman, that he could agree in affection

with those who differed from him in judgment."* He died

at WinM'ick, towards, the end of September, l6o9, aged

sixty-one years ; and his remains were interred in his own
church.t Mr. Herle, with the assistance of seveial other

ministers, ordained the famous Mr. John Howe, in his own
church at Winwick ; on which account Mr. Howe would

sometimes say, " that he thought few in modern times had

so primitive an ordination ; for he considered Mr. Herle as a

primitive bishop.''^

His Works.— 1. MicrocosmoEjraphy, in Essays and Characters,

1628.—2. Contemplations atid Devotions on all the Passages of our

Saviour's Passion, 1631.—3. An Answer to misled Dr. Hen. Fcarne,

accordin;jf to his own method of his Hook, 1642.—4. Several Sermons
before the Lords and Commons, 1642, &c. ; amon^ which were the

followinp;:—" A Pajrc of Compasses for Church and Slate, before

the Honourable House of Commons, at their moullily last, Nov. last,

1642."—" pavid's Hong of three Parts, a Sermon before the Honour-
able House of Lords, June 15, 1643."—" David's Reserve and Rescue,
a Sermon before the Honourable House of Commons, Nov. 5, 1644."

—

o. The Independency on Scriptures of Ihe Indei)endeney of Churches,

vvbereui the Quesiion of the Independency of Church Government
is temperately staled and argued, 1643.— 6. Worldly Policy and
moral Prudence, the vanity and folly of the one, and the solidity and
usefulness of the ot'ier, in a moral discourse, 1654.

John Rociers.—This zealous man was first employed in

teaching school, then presented to the rectory of Purleigh in

Essex^ worth about two hiuidred pounds a year. But it is

said he became a nonresident; and, hirmg another to supply

his place, he yremoved to London, and became lecturer at

* Worthies, part i. p, 25.—Church Hist. b. xi. p.213»
+ Wood's Athena^ Ovon. vol. ii: p. 151, 152.

t Palmer's Noncon. Mem. vol. ii. p. 8!. •
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St. Thomas the Apostle's, but was soon after ejected. This
kind of usage very much troubled him, and he petitioned the

lords commissioners for his restoration, but without success.*

He afterwards went to Ireland, most probably Avith the

English army, and was chosen minister of Christ's church,

Dublin. But the exact time of his return to England we
have not been able to learn. He was a zealous and active

man, and in his principles a fifth monarchy-man, and of the

baptist persuasion. About the year 1649, he married the

daughter of Sir Robert Paine of Huntingdonshire. Wood
denominates him " a notorious fifth monarchy-man and an

anabaptist, and a busy, pragmatical fellow ;" and says, " he

was very zealous to promote a quarrel between his party and
Oliver Cromwell, for seeming to unite with them till he had
got the reins of government into his own hands, and then

leaving them ^ith scorn. He, with Mr. Christopher Feake,

one as impudent and forward as himself, were the leaders of

their party, and not wanting on all occasions to raise a com-
motion."t

Mr. Rogers, as well as his brethren, was extremely hostile

to Cromwell's government. He openly declared his senti-

ments against it. In his prayer before the public congrega-

tion, he used many such expressions as these :
" Hasten the

time, when all absolute power shall be devolved into the

hands of Christ ; when we shall have no lord protector, but

one Lord Jesus Christ, the only true protector and defender

of the faith. Look in mercy on thy saints at Windsor, who
are imprisoned for the truth and testimony of Jesus : be thou

their freedom and enlargement."t Having repeatedly de-

clared against Cromwell's usurpation, both by preaching and

writing, he was apprehended and cast into prison.^ This was

about the year 1654. Mr. Rogers and several of his brethren

were confined at Lambeth, when no one of their party was

allowed to have access to them. In the " Declaration of

several of the churches of Christ," subscribed and published

during this year, twenty-five of them are said to have sub-

scribed " in the name of the whole body that walks with

Mr. Rogers, now prisoner for this cause of Christ at Lambeth
prison."i|

Mr. Rogers, after remaining in confinement some time, was

•» Thurloe's State Papers, toI. iii. p. 485.

+ Athenae Oxou. vol. ii. p. 442.

J Thurloe's State Papers, vol. iii, p. 483.

\ Ludlow's Memoirs, vol. iii. p. 490, Edit. 1699.

II
Dedaratiop, p. 21.

^
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joined by his friends, who presented a petition to Cromwell
for his enlargement ; upon which he was brought before the

protector's council at Whitehall. The council told him that

there were high charges against him, and that he was not a

prisoner in, the cause of Christ, but suffered as a busy-body

and an evil doer. His friends desiring that the cause might

be debated betwixt the protector and himself, their request

was granted. The same evening, therefore, Mr. Rogers was
admitted into the presence of Crom^^'ell ; and being reminded

of the high charge exhibited against him, it is said, he declared

that they who brought the charge were drunkards and

swearers. But when the protector asked him which of them
were, he could name none of them. When the protector

pressed him for scripture, in support of his ps aiciples and

conduct, he said the scripture was positive and privative ; and

being asked which of the evil kings whom God destroyed, he

would compare with the present state, he gave no answer.
*' Whereupon the protector," our author adds, " shewed what
a disproportion there was : those being such as laboured to

destroy the people of God, but his work, (speaking of him-
self,) was to preserve them iVom destroying one another ; and
that if the sole power was in the hands of the presbyterians,

the fifth monarchy-men, or the persons re-baptized, they

would force all their own way : but his work was to keep all

the godly of several judgments in peace." When Mr. Rogers
spoke against a national ministry and a national church, ap-

plying it to what was done in the commonwealth, calling it

antichristian, the protector told him it was not so ; for a
national church endeavoured to force all into one form.*

Several persons of respectability and influence having

afterwards interceded with the protector for the release of
Mr. Rogers, Mr. Feake, and others, or to have them brought
to trial ; the protector said, that out of mercy he kept them
from trial ;

" because," said he, " if they were to be tried,

the law would take away their lives." They were, therefoie,

sent back to prison. On March 31, 1655, ISlr. Rogers, by
an order from Cromwell and his council, was removed from
his prison in the city to Windsor-castle.t Here it is proba-
ble he remained a prisoner for some time. He was living in

the year 1659; but whether he survived the restoration we
have not been able to ascertain. Granger styles him " a
great fanatic," adding, " that he was no less popular among
the anabaptists and iifth monarchy-men, than Love was

r

* Wood's Athenae Oxon. vol. ii. p. 442. + Ibid.
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among the presbyterians." After Cromwell had deserted

these sectaries, he took umbrage at the great popularity and
enterprizing spirit of Rogers ; and was little less apprehensive

of Feake, who was also regarded as a leader of that party.

They were both imprisoned, and the protector was thought to

act with extraordinary clemency in sparing their lives. This

was imputed to a secret regard that he retained for his old

friends, the independents.* Mr. Rogers's writings are very

singular. One of his books is entitled, " A Tabernacle for

the Sun, or Irenicum Evangelicum, an Idea of Church Dis-

cipline," 1653. In the same year Mr. Crofton published a

smart reply to this work, entitled, " Bethshemesh Clouded,

or .some Animadversions on the Rabbinical Talmud of Rabbi

John Rogers." Another of his pieces is entitled, " A
Christian Concertation with Mr. Prjnne, Mr. Baxter, and

Mr. James Harrington, for the true Cause of the Common-
wealth," 1659.

Morgan Llo\d was born in Wales, and brought to the

knowledge of the gospel by the ministry of Mr. \V illiara

Erbery. He afterwards entered upon the ministerial work,

and preached, during the commonwealth, at Wrexham,
where he is supposed to have been the immediate successor

of Mr. Walter Cradock. He was a person of great piety and

peculiar ministerial talents, but rather inclining to mysticism.

He was fond of expressing himself in figurative and mysteri-

ous language
;
yet what he delivered was often very striking.

Several of his letters, descriptive of his character and senti-

ments, are preserved among the writings of Mr. Erbery, to

whom they were addressed ; one of which we shall give as a

specimen. Though it is without date, it was written about

the year l652, and is as follows :t

" Sir,

" The sweetness of the Father's love in you is very

pleasant to my taste. Though you have particularly and

clearly written to me concerning the things I desired to know
of you

;
yet your promise of more makes me now only mind

vou again. We never write, hear, or speak in the light of the

Father, but when our inner man is withdrawn from the spirit

of this world, which is the devil's street, in which his coaches

trundle ; which life and spirit of nature is a whirlwind that

* Granger's Biog. Hist. vol. iii. p. 50.

+ Erbery'j Testioiony, p. 101, 111, 234,
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catcheth many into the fleshly pits and unprofitable fornis^

and keepeth the poor offspring of Adam in the outward court

of this creation. I dare not believe what I hear of you. It

is no matter what flesh without truth speaketh
;
yet love would

be satisfied. I long to know the teachings of God within,

more eftectually concerning the hypostasis of the Lord Jesus,

and in what spirit you leave off public teaching, and what the

witnesses are, and the olive trees. If men, and books, and

letters, were my teachers, I should little know myself in him
who fashioned me; but the more spiritual any is, the more
communicative, as the angels of the Father. Therefore I

enquire what that morning-star is that is risen ; what vial, or

seal, or trumpet are we under ; and what manner of people

should we be in this age. It will possibly be as a word upon
the wheel, and as apples of gold in pictures of silver, if you

will let me hear further of truth from you, and of the wisdom
of God, which, though it cannot be comprehended in any

words, is thereby hinted, and so communicated. My true r

love, with my wive's, to yourself and to Mrs. Erbery. I add
this truth, that I am

" Yours in the love, light, and peace of
" the Comforter, though as nothing,

" MoR. Lloyd."

Mr. Lloyd was well known and greatly esteemed in the

Principality. Some have supposed that hcAvas a baptist, but

this appears extremely doabtful. He was pastor of a church

formed upon the principles of the independents, which most
probably held connnunion with certain persons of the baptist

persuasion. He was author of several pieces, the titles of

\NJnch Ave have not been able to collect. Having finished \m
labours, he died at Wrexham in the year \659* and Mr.
Ajnbrose Mostyn, afterwards ejected in 1662, was his suc-

cessor in the pastoral ofiice.f

Edavard Barber was a person of great learning, and
first a minister in the established church, but long before the

commencement of tiie civil wr.rs he embraced the principles

of the baptists. He was the means, says Crosby, of convinc-

ing many that infant-baptism has no foundation in scripture,

and soon gathered a numerous congregation. They as-

sembled in the Spital in Bishopsgate-street, London; and

* Thomas's MS. History, p. 159, 160.
-t Palmer's Noncon. Mem. vol. iii. p. 4T9. . ;
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tliey appear to be the first church among the baptists that

pi actised the hiying on of hands upon persons when received

into the church. He was a man of considerable eminence,

but he felt the cruel oppressions of the times in wliich he
lived. Previous to the year 1641, he was apprehended by
his inhuman persecutors, and cast into prison, where he re-

mained eleven months. The particular crimes with which
he was charged, and for which he was tlius punished, were,

his disbelieving the baptism of infants, and denying that to

pay tithes to the clergy was a divine ordinance under the

gospel. He endured this persecution, therefore, for exercis-

ing the right of private judgment, and believing according to

the convictions of his own mhid. He died some time

previous to the restoration, but we cannot learn in what
year.*

Mr. Edwards, who has always something base to say of
men of tliis description, gives the following curious account
of a meeting, in which, if the account be true, Mr. Barber
was a principal person concerned. November 12, 1645, there

assembled about eighty anabaptists, many of whom were
members of Mr. Barber's church, in a house in Bishopsgate-

street, and held a love-feast, at which live new members, lately

dipped, were present. The meeting was conducted in the

following manner : When the company were assembled, they

commenced their exercise by piayer; and after prayer, all

the company being on their knees, Mr. Barber and another

person w ent to them one after another, and laid their hands

upon each of their heads, women as w ell as men, and eidier

prayed that they might receive the Holy Ghost, or said, " Re-
ceive ye the Holy Ghost." They afterwards sat down to

supper ; and supper being ended, before the cloth was taken

away, they administered the Lord's supper. This finished,

the question was proposed for discussion, Whether Christ died

for all men or not '^ They next entered upon a disputation,

which they continued to a late hour. It is also added, that

those persons, who, after the laying on of hands, should pos-

sess sufficient gifts, were sent forth to preach.f Mr. Barber

published a work entitled, " A Treatise of Baptism or Dip-
ping ; wherein is clearly shew ed, that our Lord Christ ordained

Dipping ; and the Sprinkling of Children is not according to

Christ's Institution ; and also the Invalidity of those Arguments
which are commonly brought to justify that Practice," 1641.

* Crostrj's Baptists, vol. i. p. 219. rii. 3.

+ Ednards's Gangraena, part i. p. 136, 137. Second edit.
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John Canne.—This learned and zealous puritan was
educated in the established church, and he most probably

received episcopal ordination, but afterwards espoused the

cause of the separatists. According to Neal, he was chosen

pastor to Mr. Lathorp's separate congregation in London,
when he retired to New England ;* but, according to Crosby,

he was chosen pastor to Mr. Hubbard's people, upon their

return from Ireland. The latter of these historians certainly

appears more correct in his calculations.+ Mr. Canne,

having laboured among his people, by preaching to them in

private houses, for some time, was at length driven by the

cruel hand of persecution into Holland, where he was
chosen pastor of the Brownist congregation at Amsterdam.
He is denominated " a known separatist, and hitherto the

busiest disputer for this opinion."t He continued at Amster-

dam many years, and was greatly esteemed and followed by
the puritans who went to Holland. He was banished from

his native country, as appears from his awn words. " Upon
my banishment from Hull," says he, " for what cause I know
not, there being nothing to this day (l6.57) made known to

me ; I went apart, as Elias did, into the wilderness. And as

I lay under hedges, and in holes, my soul in bitterness

breathed forth many sad complaints before the Lord. ' It is

enough, O Lord, take away my life ; for I am not better than

my fathers.' Often and sore wrestlings I had with my God,
to know his meaning and teaching under this dispensation

;

and what further work, whether doing or sufl'ering, he had for

me, his poor old servant."§ He is said to have succeeded

Mr. Ainsworth as pastor of his church ; but shortly after his

election to that office, he was censured and deposed by part

of the people, who renounced communion with him and the

other part of the congregation.
|| This may be true ; but it

does not appear that he was deserving of such treatment.

The party rejecting him were most probably such as could

not endure his sound doctrine or his faithful discipline.

Mr. Canne was a person who rendered himself very

popular, particularly by his controversial writings. He
delivered his sentiments with great clearness and freedom,

especially upon the controverted poiut§ of church discipline*

* Neal's PurilaDP, vol. ii. p. 374,
f Crosby's Baptists, vol. i. p. 164, iti. 40,41.—Ainsworth's Life, p. 35.

—

See Art. Lathorp.

J Paget's Defence, Pref.

^ Canne's Time of the End, p. 265. Edit. 1667.

g Paget's Defence, p. 33.
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" None," says he,* " may join in spiritual communion with

that ministry which hath not a true calhng, election, and
approbation of the faithful people to which he is minister.

So necessary is a right election and calling to every eccle-

siastical office, that, without the same, it cannot possibly be
true or lawful. If the ministers scandalously sin, the con-

gregation that chose them freely, hath free power to depose

them, and put others in their places." He also adds :
" And

it is sure that Christ hath not subjected any congregation of

his to any superior ecclesiastical jurisdiction than to that

which is within itself: so that if the whole congregation shall

err in a matter of faith or religion, no other church or church-

officer hath any warrant or power from the word of God to

censure, punish, or controul the same ; but only to advise

them ; and so to leave their souls to the immediate judgment
of Christ."

Mr. Canne, while in a state of banishment, published a

work entitled, " A Necessity of Separation from the Church
of England, proved from the Nonconformists' Principles,"

1634 ; in the preface to which he thus observes :
—" I know

what I say, and have good experience of this thing ; for there

is not ten of a hundred which separate from the church of

England, but are first moved thereto by the doctrines of the

nonconformists, either in word or writing, taught to the

people. And, indeed, upon their grounds, how can any one

do less than separate, if his heart be tender against every sin,

seeing that they confidently aff.rm, that the ministry, worship,

and discipline are from antichrist, and that in the church are

swarms of atheists, papists, adulterers, liars, &c. These are

their own testimonies, and we know they are true ; and, there-

fore, in obedience to God, and care of our precious souls,

we have left our unsanctified standing in their assemblies,

and, through the Lord's mercy to us, do walk in the holy

order of his gospel, although daily sufferers for it."t

Soon after the meeting of the long parliament, Mr. Canne
returned to his native country. Writers are divided in their

opinions whether he espoused the peculiar sentiments of the

baptists. Crosby himself leaves the matter undetermined.^

There is no doubt, however, tiiat he belonged to this denomi-

nation. For it is observed, that, in the year 1640, the bap-

tist congregation in Broad-mead, Bristol, separated from the

established church ; soon after which, Mr. Canne was called

.
* Bailie's Dissuasive, p. 40—42.

+ Grey's Exaaiinatioo, vol. i. p. 43, 44.

J Crosbj's Baptists, vol. iii, p, 41.
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to preach among them ; when he settled them in the order

of a christian church, and declared himself to be a baptist

;

but did not make adult baptism a necessary qualification to

church connnunion.* The particular circumstances of his

introduction to these people are preserved in the ancient

records of the church in Broad-mead, from which my worthy
and esteemed friend, Mr. Isaac James of Bristol, has gener-

ously communicated to me the following curious extract,

being the whole of what relates to Mr. Canne

:

" Shortly after, on a time called Easter, because Mr.
Hazard could not in conscience give the sacrament to die

people of the parish, he went out of town to visit his kindred

at Lime.t At this juncture, the providence of God brought

to this city one Mr. Canne, a baptized man. It was that Mr.
Canne that made notes and references upon the Bible. He
was a man very eminent in his day for godliness, and for

reformation in religion, having great understanding in the

way of the Lord. When Mrs. Hazard heard that he was
come to town, she went to the Dolphin inn and fetched him
to her house, and entertained him all the time he stayed in the

city ; who helped them much in the Lord. He being skilful

in gospel order, like Aquila, taught them the way of the

Lord more perfectly, and shewed them the difference between
the church of Christ and antichrist, and left with them a

printed book treating of the same, and divers printed papers
to that purpose. So that by Mr. Canne the Lord did con--

firm and settle them, shewing them how they should join

together and take in members. He exhorted them to wait

upon God together, and expect the presence of God with

those gifts they had ; and to depart from those ministers who
did not come out of antichristian worship. When he had
stayed some time in the city, he departed, and, on a Lord's

day following, preached at a place called Westerleigh, about
seven miles from this city ; and many of the professors from
hence went thither to hear him, with Mrs. Hazard, willing to

enjoy such- a light as long as they could : w here he had liberty

to preach in the pubhc place (called a church) m the morning

;

but in the afternoon could not have entrance. The obstruc-

tion was by a very godly great woman that dwelt in that

place, who was somewhat severe in the profession of what
she knew : hearing that he was a baptized man, by them

* Thompson's MS. Collections.

+ This Mr. Hazard was minister of Ratcliff parish and St. Ewen's,
Bristol, whence he was ejected at the restoration.— Palmer's Noncon.Mtm,
vol. ii. p. 177.
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called an anabaptist, which was to some sufficient cause of
prejudice.

" This godly honourable woman, perceiving that Mr.
Canne was a baptist, caused the public place to be made fast.

Then he drew forth with abundance of people into a green
thereby, and sent for Mr. Fowler, the minister that lived there,

to speak with him, who was a holy, good man, of great worth
for his moderation, zeal, sincerity, and a sound preacher of the

gospel, as he approved himself since.* Who accordingly

came to Mr. Canne on the green, where they debated the

business of reformation, and the duty of separation from the

worship of antichrist, cleaving close to the doctrine of our
Lord Jesus and his instituted worship. Mr. Fowler agreed
there was great corruption in worship, and that it was the

duty of people to reform ; but at that season, as things stood,

it was not a proper time, because they should not be suffered,

and should be cast out of all public places. Mr. Canne
answered, * That mattered not, they should have a barn to

meet in, keeping the worship and commands of the Lord as

they were delivered us.' Thus Mr. Canne continued near

two hours on the green, asserting and proving the duty of
people in such a day ; after which they took leave of each
other and departed. But the business of preaching in a barn
could hardly be received. The thing of relative holiness, and
tincture of consecrated places, was not off the people, having

been so long nursed up in ignorance and outward form."

These curious records also add :
—" Mr. Hazard being come

home, and Mr. Fowler meeting with him, told him his wife

was quite gone, and would hear him no more. But she, with

those few that had joined themselves together to worship the

Lord more purely, afu r Mr. Canne had tlius instructed them,

and shewed them the order of God's house, stept further in

separation, and would not so much as hear any minister that

did read common prayer. Thus the Lord led them by
degrees, and brought them out of popih darkness into his

marvellous light of the gospel."

After the above transactions we find no further account of
Mr. Canne for many years. In the niean time, however, he
embraced the sentiments of the lifth monarchy-men, and is

classed among the distinguished leaders of this new sect.t

He afterwards published his opinions to the world in a work
entitled, " The Time of the End: shewing, first, until the

* Mr. Fowler was afterwards ejected from tbis.place at the restoration.
Palmer's Noncon. Mem. vol. ii. p. 264.

t Paget'* Hereiiography, p. 28^. Edit. 1662.
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three years and an half are come, the Prophecies of Scripture

will not be understood concerning the duration and period of

the Fourth Monarchy and kingdom of the Beast. 'I'hen,

secondly, when that Time shall come, before the expiration,

the Knowledge of the End will be revealed," 1657- To this

work are prefixed two prefaces, one by Mr. Christopher

Feake, the other by Mr. John Rogers, both zealous fifth

monarchy-men. The latter styles him, an " aged brother

and companion in tribulation," and "this old sufferer and
standaid agamst the prelates and tyrants, old and new." Also,

in this book, Mr. Canne gives some account of himself, which
it will be proper to notice in this place. After stating his

deliverance from his seventeen years banishment, he makes
the following observations :

—" Being brought thus at the feet

of God, and there waiting and hearkening what the Lord
would speak, I had the former things, for the substance of

them, given unto me. And I can sjieak it in truth, I under-

stood them not till now ; but thought The Time of the End
was to be found out and known some othei- way. Upon
many considerations my soul was sore distressed, and I be-

sought the Lord with tears, day and night, that he would take

pity on nie, and not leave me to a deceived heart.

" As often as I set my face unto the Lord by prayer and
supplication, I found myself more encouraged, and had more
of the prophecies opened unto me. Yea, and the Lord
knows I lie not, whensoever mv heart hath been most melted
and broken before him, and my soul swallowed up with the

greatest love and longing after his glory ; at such times I have
been most confirmed, and strengthened to believe, that it was
the spirit of truth which revealed these things to me, a worm.
Nevertheless, being yet unsatisfied in myself, and fearful lest

I should go aside from the teachings of God, 1 acquainted

some of my christian friends witii the thing, and how the case

stood with me, and desired that the same might be spread

before the Lord, which was done several tunes. Very ear-

nestly was the Lord sought for counsel and direction, that

tlicre might be no miscarriage on eith<;r hand ; and 1 found
the fruit of their prayers a greater confirmation.

" 1 have not published this treatise," says he, " as I have
done things heretofore. For in humility and an awful fear of

my God, here I can say, and that truly, This is a work offaith
and prayer : not of my own labour and study, comparatively,

as former things have been ; for jiere I have been more out

of the bodif, and with the Lord on the mount. But, oh,

1 would be humble in such expressions, that the Lord alone
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might be exalted ; and I remain still a worm in my hole, and
numbered among the dead. Neither have I rested in the

experience of God's inward workings upon my soul ; but the

holy scriptmes have been the man of my counsel. Insomuch
that I have not hearkened any further to the persuasions and
operations of the Holy Spirit than what I might do, yea and
ought, by faith grounded upon the blessed word. The scrip-

tures, through the free grace of a divine blessing, by a humble
application of them, have sweetly supported me."*

In this work Mr. Canne gives his opinion of the times,

which will undoubtedly afford the reader some amusement.
He considered the state policy during the commonwealth as

the second apostacy. " Are not the tryers," says he, " z;ealous

men against the idolatry of the Jirst apostacy ? They will tell

you, there must be no mventions in God's worship ; but every

thing must be according to the pattern, as in the ministry,

worship, and goverum.ent. But what say ye of the character

of the later apostacy ? Are they not lovers of themselves,

covetous, proud ? I wish for their own sakes it be not so.

The tryers are the great crackers, and they think they deserve

to be named mend-all, as having done a great piece of ser-

vice about church reformation. This, I think, I may safely

say, and that truly by experience : That the present national

clergy is more corrupt, and far worse, than it was in the

bishops' tim.e. For, first, there were then no professors but

could have found, within a few miles of their dwellings, some
honest puritan, or nonconformist, to go to, whereby to be
refreshed and built up in faith, knowledge, and holiness:

whereas now, men may travel twenty, thirty, forty miles, and

not hud a parish priest that hath any gospel savour in his

ministry : no power, sweetness, or life • but old, fonnal, fruit-

less stuff, said over a hundred times. Secondly, though it be
true, the bishops took little caie to reform the clergy, but

rather how to suspend and silence, as some do know, such as

witnessed against their unsanctified callings and places;

nevertheless, if the times be compared, the enormities of the

national clergy are less looked into and reformed. I say less

now than in the prelates' times. I remember the old non-

conformists were wont to call the bishops making of priests,

tlieir licenses, and visitations, the picking of tnen's pockets.

I wish it may not appear so in the day of Christ, that some of

these men have done little better." t

In speaking of the three horns plucked up by the roots, he

« Canne's Time of the End, p. 266—270. t Ibid, p. 49, 57, 58.

VOL. III. Z
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says, « I shall propound lliis to the reader, to be considered

and weighed by him, whether England, Scotland, and Ire-

land are not three kingdoms ; and these three at one time,

as to their privileges, laws, rights, freedoms, broken ? And

whether this be not done by men who have the characters

of the last apostacy upon them, and such as call themselves

a state and government, but never could formally put theni-

selves either into a kingdom or commonwealth ? I think this

certainly may be asserted, that if the present state apostacy

be not the littie horn, it hath not yet risen. This horn

takes two sorts of people for its greatest enemies, the fifth

monarchy-men, and the commonwealth men."*

We make no comment on these opinions, but leave the

reader to exercise his own judgment. Mr. Canne afterwards

published a piece entitled, " A Query to William Prynne,"

1659, printed with " An Indictment against Tythes," by

John Osborne. The curious reader will doubtless be gra-

tified with the following extracts from this work, which we

give in the author's own words :
—" A few months before

the sitting of this present parliament," says Mr. Canne,
" I declared my opinion concerning the late government by

a single person, or the second state apostacy, how it should

be pluckt up, root and branch, by the representatives of

the people. These representatives of the people, whoever

they should be, (for I positively pitched upon none,) I took

to be the earthquake in Rev. xi. 13. Noav so it is, and

blessed be tiic Lord for it, we see the same is come to pass,

to the great joy and comfort of all upright ones every

where.
" This blessed work of the Lord, which is marvellous in

our eyes, not only strengthens me in my former opinion,

that the earthquake is begun ; but likewise what I have

there spoken concerning the effects of that earthquake, as to

tithes, the carnal cimrch, ministry, worship, and govern-

ment, with all the corrupt laws of the nation, will, in some

short time, be utterly overthrown. The sun may shine, yet

not be seen, because it is under a cloud. I am persuaded

the great works of the last day are upon us, and the spirit

is moving on the face of the waters, howbeit darkness

covereth the earth. That I may not be mistaken when
I speak of the earthquake, I would not be understood as

fixing either persons or time. For, as I said before, the

earthquake, I think, is begun among us ;
yet, for the instru-

* Canne's Time of the End, p. 141, 145, 166.
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ttients whom llie Lord will make use of to carry on this

work, it is known only to himself. So the time, though
I hurably conceive it shall gradually go forward, and Jiave

no more such a death upon it as it had before ; notwith-

standing, like the hand of a watch, the motion may not
easily be discovered."

Mr. Canne next considers some of the glaring evils which
arise from paying tithes, which he expected would soon be
abolished, and which he thought would be the first effect of
the earthquake. " There hath been of late discovered,"

says he, '-' such horrid oppression and cruelty in tithe-

takers, as, I think, the like was never heard of in any
former generation. It is almost incredible what inhuman
and most unchristian cruelty hath been lately exercised

upon many poor people, for refusing, ot conscience, to pay
tithes. There seems to be a great desire among the godly,
on all sides, to have all ignorant and scandalous ministers

rejected. I think, by this time, it doth appear to every one
who understands the present state of the nation, how im-
possible it is, that such unsavoury salt should be cast out

upon the dunghill, while tithes do stand. Those who get

rid of rooks, as an annoyance to them, destroy their nests.

If England be ever freed from such unclean birds, viz.

ignorant and scandalous priests, tithes must be taken away.
This is that which keeps them in their places, as the nests

do the rooks. So long as such a way of maintenance
stands, the most unworthy wretches will creep into public

places, whatever care be taken to prevent them.
" By wishing to have tithes put down, we are so far,"

says he, " from seeking to stop the progress of the gospel,

that one main end why we desire the removal of them, is to

have the gospel thereby advanced, and ignorant and carnal

people the sooner turned from the error of their ways.
Doubtless, whensoever this shall come to pass, the truth of

God, and the power of it, will more increase and spread

abroad than ever it hath done since the rise of the beast.

Though we are against tithes, we are not against a godly
gospel ministry ; but would have it in all places encou-
raged, and care taken that the people every wherethrough
the nation may be instructed in a way agreeable to the

gospel,"

Mr. Canne dates the above piece from his own house
without Bishopsgafe, London, the 13th of the 5(h n)onth,

1659. Kennet confounds him with one John Camm, a

quaker, and says, he was sent to prison, in 1658, from the
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famous fifth monarcliy meeting in Colenian-strect.* Wood
observes that when Needham, the furious satirist, was

turned out of his place of writing the weekly news, in the

time of Richard Cromwell, one John Can was appointed to

succeed him in the same office; but it is very difficult to

ascertain whether this was the same i3erson.+ Mr. Canne

was certainly a man of considerable learning and piety, and

of unshaken"^ constancy and zeal in the cause he espoused;

though for want of more light, he appears to have been too

riffid and enthusiastic. We have not been able to learn

when he died.

That which made this learned person most known to thf

world, and for which his name will be transmitted to pos-

terity, was the publication of his marginal references in the

Bible. He was author of three sets of notes, which accom-

panied three difF;'rent editions of the Bible. One of these

was printed at Amsterdam in 1647 ; the title of which

refers to a former one. " Here are added," observes the

title, " to ihe forme7' notes in the margin, many Hebraisms,

diversity of readings, with consonancy of parallel scriptures,

taken out of the last annotations, and all set in due order and

place." This is followed by a dedication " To the Right

Honourable Lords and Commons assembled in the High

Court of Parliament." Another is commonly known and

has been often reprnited. There was an edition of it pub-

lished at Amsterdam, in the year 1664. To the title of this

edition is added, " With marginal notes, shewing scripture

to be the best interpreter of scripture." In the preface he

i^akes mention of another edition, with larger annotations,

which he designed to publish: "A work," says he, " in

which he liad spent many years; and which would still

require time and care." We have not, however, been able

to learn whether this was ever published. And it is greatly

to be regretted that the later editions of that in 1664, though

printed "in the name of Canne, have the margin so numer-

ously crowded with references, in addition to those originally

done by Mr. Canne, that the reader is perplexed instead of

being instructed. Ilis references are exceedingly apposite

and judicious. A new edition of the Bible of 1664, is cer-

tainly a desideratum; the printing of which, says my
author, Avould, I am persuaded, reward any correct and

elegant workman.

J

Dr. Grey, endeavouring to depreciate the character of

* Kennet> Chronirle, p. 73, 363.

+ AtbciifB Oxen. vol. ii. p. 469. f Life of Ainsworth, p. 35, 36.
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our divine, relates the following anecdote of him :—" This
Caniie," says he, '• because no human inventions were to be
allowed about the worship of God, cut out of his Bible the
contents of the chapters, and t!ie title s of the leaves, and so
left the bare text without binding or covers."* Admitting
this to be the fict, surely it was not in the power of bigotry
itself to account what he did a very great crime. It was no
violation of any existing canons, constitutions, or act of
parliament ; nor could it be followed by any very evil
consequences, so long as he preserved the whole of the
sacred text unadulterated.

His Works, iii addition to those already noticed. —1. Tlie Way
of Peace, or ajood Counsel tor it : Preached upon the 5tli day of the
second month, 1632, at the Reconciliation of certain Brethren,
between whom there had been former Differences, 1632.—2. Syon's
Prerogative Kojal; or, a Treatise tending to prove, that every parti-
cular Conn-regation hath, from CInist, absolute and entire Power to
exercise in and of herself every Ordinance of God, 1641.—3. A Stay
ag-ainst Straying : wherein, in opposition to Mr. John Robinson, he
undertakes to prove the unlawfulness of hearing tho Ministers of the
Church of England, 1642,-4. Trutb with Time, 1659.—5. A twofold
SJhaking of the Earth.—6. The Churclies Plea.

EzEKiEL Rogers, A. M.—This pious minister of Christ
was born at Wethersfield in Essex, in the year 1.590 ; at the
age of thirteen he was sent to the university, and, at twenty,
took his degrees in arts. He was son to the venerable Mr.
Richard Rogers, and brother to Mr. Daniel Rogers, botii

famous for their ministry and noncontbrmity at the abovo'f
place. Having finished his academical pursuits, he became
domestic chaplain to Sir Francis Barrington, whose family
was celebrated for religion and hospitality. Here he Avas

conversant with persons of the first rank, and was greatly
admired for his devout prayers, his judicious sermons, and
his excellent strains of oratory. After he had remained about
six years in this worthy family, Sir Francis presented him to
the benefice of Rowley in Yorkshire. This he did, in

hopes that his evangelical and zealous preaching would
awaken the people in that part of the country to a serious

concern for their souls. His churcii was situated in the
cefitre of many villages, whence a numerous assembly
attended on his ministry.

Though great numbers at this place were enlightened and
comforted by his preaching, he enjoyed but little comfort

* Examination of Ncal, vol. i. p. 231.
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himself. He laboured under many fears and great distress,

lest he did not exjserieiice the influence of those truths

on his own lieart which he zealously enforced upon others.

He trembled to think of his own heart remaining unim-
pressed with those important doctrines and pathetic expres-

sions, by which others were moved and aliected. It very

much increased his affliction, that he had not one serious

friend in that part of the kingdom, to whom he could

communicate the troubles of his mind. His wounded spirit

was so deeply afflicted, that he resolved to take a journey
into Essex to obtain the advice of his brother at Wethers-
field, or his cousin, Mr. John Rogers of Dedham. Upon
his arrival at the latter place, it was the lecture d;iy ; and,

instead of consulting his kinsman, as he intended, he went
to hear him preach, entering the assembly just before the

sermon. To his great surprise, the subject was perfectly

suited to the state of his afflicted spirit ; and, before the

close of the sermon, all his perplexing doubts and fears

were fully resolved. Having obtained the desired peace

and comfort, he r^ turned to his stated ministerial exercise

with fresh courage, and a remarkable success attended his

future labou'-s.* Being naturally of a lively spirit, and
having a feeble body, his animated discourses often ex-

hausted his strengtli. This induced him to study physic,

in which he ob:ained considerable skill.

By the enc ouragi-ment or connivance of Archbishop
Matthews of York, the lectures or prophesyings, put down
in the days of Queen Eliz ibeth, were again revved. These
lectures were the means of diffusing the light of the gospel

into many dark corners of the land, particularly in York-
shire. The ministe s within a certain district held their

monthly assemblies, when one or two of them preached, and
others prayed, before a numerous and attentive congrega-
tion. + (VIr. Roge's took an active part in these exercises as

long as the archbishop lived. From one of these public
lectures, a vile accuser waited upon the archbishop, and
charged one of the ministers with having prayed, " that God
would shut the archbishop out of heaven." The worthy
prelate, instead of being offended, as the slanderer expected,

only smiled and said, " Those good men know well enough

* Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b. iii. p. 101, 102.

+ Thpre are montlily lectures, when two ministers usually preach, still

held by the independent ministers in the West-Riding of Yorksliire. These
periodical associations, which are often very numerously attended, most
probably 'originated in the above exercises.
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tiiat if I were gone to heaven, tlieir exercises would soon be
put down."» The words of the good archbishop were
indeed, found true ; for his head was no sooner laid in the
dust than they were put down. Mr. Rogers, havino'
preached at liowley about thirty years, was silenced for
nonco'iformity ; but, as some kind of recoiupence, he was
allowed the profits of his living for two years, and permitted
to put another in his place. He made choice of one Mr.
Bishop for his successor; who, for refusing to read pub-
licly the censure passed upon Mr. Rogers, was himself
presently silenced.

+

In the year 1638, our pious divine, not allowed to open
his mouth for the good of souls, in his own country, retired

from the cruel oppression with many of his Yorkshire
friends, ajid went to New England. They took shipping
at Hull, and on their arrival procured land, and formed a
new plantation, which the^^ called Rowley. Here he dwelt
near his kinsman, the worthy Mr. Nathaniel Rogers of
Ipswich ; and continued about the same period that he had
done at Rowley in Yorkshire. Some time after his settle-

ment in the new colony, he was appointed to preach the

sermon at a public election, which is said to have rendered

his name famous throughout the commonwealtii. While he
was praised abroad, he was venerated at home. H is ministry

was highly esteemed and extensively useful among the

people of his charge. The principal topics on which he
insisted were, regeneration and union to Christ by faith ;

and when addressing his people on these subjects, lie had
the remarkable talent of penetrating their feelings, and
un vailing the secrets of their hearts, flis sermons and his

prayers expressed the very feelings and exercises of their

souls. They often stood amazed to hear their minister so

exactly describe their thoughts, their desires, their motives,

* This excellent prelate, who had been an ornament to the university of
Oxford, was no less an ornament to his high station in the churcli. He was
noted for his ready wit ; and was equal, if not superior to Bishop Andrews,
in the faculty of punning. He had an admirable talent for preaching,

which he never suffered to lie idle ; but used to go from one town to another

to preach to crowded congregations. He kept an exact account of the

number of sermons which he preached after liis preferment; by vvhich it

appears, that he preached, when Dean of Durham, 721 ; when Bishop of

that diocese, 550; and when Archbishop of York, 721 ; in all, 1992.

He died March 29, 1628; when his wife, a person of most exemplary
wisdom, gravity, and piety, generously gave his library, consisting of 3000
volumes, to the library of the cathedral of York.

—

Le Ntvc^s Livss, toI. i.

part ii. p. 114.

—

Granger's Biog. Hist. vol. i. p. 343.

+ Mather's Hist, of New England, b. iii. p. 102.
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and their whole characters. They v/ere sometimes ready
to exclaim, " Who hath told him ai! tliis?" iiis conver-
sation among his people was serious and in.--iructive. He
took great pains in the religious instrncl'on of tlie youth,

especially those who had been recoimnendcd to him by
their dying parents. He was a tree of knowledge richly

laden witli fruit, from which even children couid pluck
and eat. He was remarkable for healing breaches, and
making peace among contending parties ; and so great was
his abilify and influence, that, when any contrntions arose

among his people, he s?v,t for the parties, examined Ihe

grounds of their complaints, and commonly quench cl the

sparks of discord before they burst into an open flame.

His labours proving eminently useful, it was thought im-
proper, after some years, that a minister of his splendid

talents should confine his efforts to one small congregation.

H*e was, therefore, induced to commence public lectures,

particularly for the benefit of the adjacent towns, upoa
which the people attended with great satisfaction. On
account of the increase of his labours, an excellent young
man was obtained as his assistant. This, however, proved
the means of exciting an unhappy jealousy among the

people, that Mr. Rogers was not suftlciently zealous for his

settlement; and, at length, produced that alienation of

affection which was never entirely healed.*

The latter part of this worthy man's life was a dreary
winter of trials and sufl'erings. It was during this period
that he buried his wife and all his children. A second wife,

together with her little one, was soon snatched from Iris arms.

The very night of his tliird marriage^ his house was burnt
down, with all his furniture, and his excellent library which
he took with him from England. After having rebuilt his

liouse, he had a fall from his horse, which so bruised Ins

right arm that it became entirely useless, and he afterwards

wrote with his left. Under these painful trials, he wns
cheerfully resigned to the will of God, and enabled to

rejoice amidst all his tribulations. Writing to a minister at

Charlestown, a short time before his death, he very much
lamented that tlje younger part of his people were so little

afiiected with the tilings of God, and that many of them
strengthened each other in the ways of sin. In this letter

he says, " I tremble to think what will becom.e of this

glorious work which we have begun, when the ancients

Mather's New England, b. iii. p. 103.
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shall be gathered to their fathers. I fear grace and blessings

will die with them. All is hurry for the world : every one
is ft)r himself, and not for the public good, it hatli been
God's wy not to send sweeping judgments, when ihe chief

iDHgisinites are godly. I beseech all the Bay ministers to

call earnestly upon the magistrate^, and tell them their

godliness is our protection. I am hastening Iiome. Oh

!

that I might see some signs of good in the geiieration follow-^

ing, to send me away rejoicing. I thank God I am near

home; and you, loo, are not far off. Oh! the w^cight of
glory that is ready waiting ibr us, God's poor exiles.

We shall sit next to the martyrs and confessors. Cheer up
your spirits with these thoughts ; and let us be zealous for

God and for Christ, and make a good conclusion."*

Mr. Rogers closed his labours and his life, January 23,
1G60, aged seventy years. He gave his new library to Harvard
college, and his house and lands to the town of Rowley for

the support of the gospel. A part of the land is said to

have been bequeathed on consideration of the people's sup-
porting a pastor and teacher, accordir;g to the principles of
the original settlers in the country; but tiiis having been
long since neglected, the corporatioii of Harvard college, to

whom the land was forfeited, made their rightful claim and
obtained it; so that Mr. Rogers is numbered among th.e

distinguished benefactors of that university. But still, in

the first parish of Rowley, the rent of the lands left them
by Mr. Rogers amounts to more than the salary of their

minister, t

William Styles, A. M.—This divine was born at

Doncaster in Yorkshire, and educated in Trinity college,

Cambridge. On his entrance upon the work of the
ministry, he was ordained both deacon and priest in the

year 1620, when he was presented by Richard Harebread,
esq. to the vicarage of Ledsham or Ledslon, to the par-

sonage-house of which he was a considerable benefactor

;

and, March 3, 1624, he was presented by tiie king to the

vicarage of Pontefract. He was a divine of puritan prin-

ciples, was disaffected to ecclesiastical ceremonies, and
was prosecuted by the high commission of York for the

enormous crime of baptizing a child without the sign of
the cross ; but Alexander Cooke, by his powerful mediation

* Mather's New England, b. iii. p. 103, 104.
t Morse and Parish's Hisl. of New Eng. p. 1C3.



346 LIVES OF THE PURITAN?.

Tvitli (he archbisiiop, got the prosecution to be withdrawn.
About tlie je-.ir 164'i he succeeded the famous Mr. Marvel
in the vicarage of Hessel cum Ihili, whence he was after-

wards ejected for refusing the engagement.*

Dr. Walker sajs Mr. Styles was turned out about the
year 1647, for preaching against the intended murder of
the king; and was succeeded by one Hibbert, who, it wag
thought, was not in orders till alter the restoration. " I am
further informed," says he, " that Mr. Styles was once of
the parliament's party, and was in Hull when Sir John
flotham excluded the king, and was present when, upon his

raajesty's demand of his town and garrison of Hull, Sir John
denied him admittance : at which, as I was told by a drum-
major wlio stood by, Mr. Styles clapped Sir John upon his

shoulder, and said, ' Honour should sit u])on his shoulders
for that day's work.' I am also informed," says he, "that
he never appeared in the commission against scandalous
ministers, but for the safety and deliverance ofsome perscms
that were loyal and episcopal ; and this I am sure of, that

he died a very great penitent, and openly declared, in his

last sermon, in favour of loyalty and conformity. "+ But
this account, transmitted in the " Sufferings of the parochial
Clergy," says Mr. Thoresby, is full of mistakes.^

Mr. Styles having refused the engagement, as intimated

above, President Bradshaw wrote to Lieutenant-colonel
Salmon, deputy-governor of Hull, to turn him by force out
of the church and secure his person. Upon this a petition

and testimonial was subscribed by the inhabitants, certify-

ing—" That he was a very orthodox and laborious preacher,
of a most blameless conversation ; and, by his constant and
unwearied pains in the gospel, he had won many souls to

God ; and consequently their loss of him woidd be exceed-
ing great ; that he was a very old man, unfit to travel,

.and had not a house in the world to put his head in, offering

to be bound for his peaceable demeanour; and that if he
could not in conscience comply, before the latter end of
March, he should then yield to the law." The president

was by this means prevailed upon to allow his continuance
till the winter was over, when he was finally turned out and
driven from the place. Upon his ejectment he removed to

London, and preache<l nearly a year in Iroimionger's-

lane; but his health very much declining, he returned into

» Thoresby's Vicaria Leodiensis. p. 95.

t Walker's Atfcmpt, part ii. p. 37S.
r Tboresbv's Vicaria Leodiensis, p. 98,
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his native county, and was preferred to the vicarage of
Leeds, with the free consent of Mr. Robinson, the le^l
vicar, who had been driven away during the national con-

fnsions. Here he met with kind reception, and was highly
honoured by the magistrates and people, for his excellent

practical preaching. Thougli he was a puritan, he was a
person of great loyalty, and had the courage to pray pub-
licly for the king, then in a state of exile. He died a little

before the restoration, and, March 16, 1660, his remains

•were interred iii his own church. Mr. Christopher Nesse,

afterwards one of the ejected ministers, was his lecturer

;

and Dr. Lake, afterwards bishop of Chichester, was his suc-

cessor.* Mr. Thoresby says, he had in MS. his " Catechism
preparatory to receiving the Lord's Supper," Avhich he
styles, " solid and judicious." He had also some of his

sermons in MS. and had seen several volumes of them,

written by the aldermen and others, his devout hearers.

He had likewise in his possession his judgment concerning

several matters in religion, attested by Mr. Hill of Rother-

ham, who, in the presence of Mr. Wales and Alderman
Maxon, wrote it from his own mouth a little before his

death,f

Prter Sterry, B. D.—This zealous minister was born

in tiie county of Surrey, and educated in Emanuel college,

Cambridge, where, in the year 1636, he was chosen fellow.

In 1G43 he was appointed one of the assembly of divines for

the city of London, and gave constant attendance during

the session. He was afterwards one of Cromwell's chaplains,

and is styled "a high-flown mystical divine." He lived

till after the restoration of King Charles, when he is said to

have held a conventicle in London. It is further observed,

that he and one Sadler were the first who were observed to

make a public profession of Platonism in the university of

Cambridge.:!:

During the national confusions Mr. Sterry appears to

have been a zealous and firm advocate in the cause of the

parliament. He frequently preached at WhitehalU and
before the parliament, on which occasions he declared his

sentiments without the least reserve. As these sentiments

* Palmer's Noncon. IMem. vol. iii. p, 441.

+ Thoresby's Vicaria Leodiensis, p. 96—98.

J Baker's MS. CoUec. vol. vi. p. 84.

^ Edwards's Gangrsna, part ii. p. 119.
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are selected and transcribed, too evidently with a view fo

reproach his memory, we shall give them in the words of
our author. In his sermon before tlie house of commons,
November 26, 1645, speaking- of the discomfilure of the

royal forces, lie adds, " What ailed you, ye mighty armies,

at Keinton, Newbury, York, Naseby, that ye fled, and were
driven backwards ? What ailed you, ye strong treasons,

close conspiracies, that ye trembled and fell, and your
foundations were discovered before you could take effect ?

They saw thee, O Jesus ! They saw thee opening in the

midst of us; so they tied before us. You sit at the right

hand of the i.ord Jesus in this commonwealth ; as the Lord
Jesus sits at the right har.d of his Father, in that kingdom
which is over all. The Lord Jesus hath his concubines,
his queens, his virgins ; saints in remoter forms ; saints in

higher forms; saints unmarried to any forms, who keep
themselves single for the immediate embraces of their

Lord."* The impartial reader is left to judge for himself
"what degree of reproach is attaclicd to tliese sentiments.

Mr. Sterry was author of a number of tracts, the tides of
which have not reached us. He appears to have been
deeply tinctured with mysticism. Mr. Baxter observes
that he was intimate with Sir Henry Vane, and thought to

have been of his opinion in matters of religion ; and that
*' vanili/ i^nd sterility were never more happily co!ijoined."t

He was so famous for obscurity in preaching, that Sir Ben-
jamin Kudyard said, Ise was " too high for this world, and
too low for the other."+ Mr. Erbery includes him in the

list of divines " who had the knowledge of Christ in the

» L'Estrange'sDifsenters' Sayin.^s, jiarf ii. p. 10— IS".

+ Sir licnry Vane, a principal leader it) tiie house of commons, was one
of tliobc singular characters that are seen but once in an age, and such an
age as that of Charles 1. It is hard to say '.vhetiier he was a more faiilaslic

vibionary or profound politician. He did not, like the generality of
enthusiasts, rely siipiiitly on heaven, as if he expected every thing from
thence ; hut exerted himself as if he entirely depended on his own activity.

His enihusiasm seems never to have prpcij>ita!ed him into iiijudictouii

measures, but to have added new powers to his natural Sfigacity. He
mistook his deep penetration for a prophetic spirit, and the lig;ht of his

«;enius for divine irradiation. Tiie soI'en;n league and covenant was tho
fruit of his prolific brain, which teemed with new systenos of poliiics and
religion. He deserves to he ranked in the firnt class of niysiics

;
yet he had

a. genius far above the level of mankind ; and he spoke like a philosopher
upon every subject except religion. He presi'rvcd a uniformity of charac-
ter to the last, and died in expectation of ihc crown of martyrdom. He was
beheaded June 14, \6Q2.— Sylvester s Life of Baxter, part i. p. 75.—
Gratiger's Biog. Hist. vol. ii p. 213. iii. 109.

X Sylvester's Life of Baxter, part i. p. 75,
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Spirit, and held forth Christ in the Spirit. These men,"
says he, *• are nearest to Zion, yet are they not come into it.

For as every prophet shall one day be ashamed of his vision

;

yea prophesy itself shall fail; so it is manifest these men
are of a dark a)id deeper speech than can be easily under-

stood ; therefore it is not Zion."*

It is related by Lndlow, that -vvhen news was brought of

Cromwell's death, Mr. Sterry stood np, and desired those

about him not to be troubled. "For," said he, " this is

^ood news : because, if he Avas of great use to the people of

God when he was amojigst us, mnv he will be much more
so, being ascended to heaven to sit at tiie right hand of

Jesus Christ, there to intercede for us, and to be mindful of

us on all occasions. "+ This, if true, was flattery or phrcnzy

in perfection.

Edward Gee, A. M.—This pious man was born at

Banbury in Oxfordshire, in the year 1613, and educated

first at Newton school, near Manchester, then in Brazen-nose

college, Oxford. About the year 1636 he became chaplain

to Dr. Parr, bishop of Soder and Man, and minister at

some place in Lancashire. Upon the commencement of

the civil war, he espoused the cause of the parliament, took

the covenant, and, for his great activity in promoting the

Jiolj/ cause, as Wood in derision calls it, he became rector of

the rich living of Eccleston, in the same county. t He was

assistant to the commissioiiers of Lancashire for ejecting

ignorant and scandalous ministers and schoolmasters.

This worthy puritan, during his last sickness, laboured

under the painful assaults of Satan. After enjoying the

sweetest consolations, the enemy was suffered to come
against him like an armed man, grievously tempting hirato

despair of his own salvation. But, by the help of God, he

was enabled to resist the enemy, and to say imto him, "Away
witli thee, away with thee, thou accuser of the brethren

:

God confound thee." On one of these occasions, observes

Mr. Gee, " I was in a most woeful condition ; and it was
much worse v.ith my soul than any pangs of death. I was

so full of horror that I was ready to tumble off my bed into'

the grave, yea, into the pit of hell. And I was the more

full of horror, because I had before spoken so much of my

»

Erbery's Testimony, p. 69. f Neal's Paritaas, vol. iv. p. 198.

j: Wood's Athenas Oxoa. vol. ii. p. 163.
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assurance and comforts. I was ready to cry out, OIi,

damned wretch that I am ! But my most merciful Father,

at length restoring unio me the joys of iiis salvation, en-

abled me to say unto the fempier, ' Thou implacable and

irreconcileable enemy of my soul, away with ihee, away
with ihee.' "* This holy, tem',:ted servant of Christ, died

May 20, 1660, aged forty-seven years; when his m: rial

part was interred in the church at Ecclcstun. He published
" A Treatise ot Prayer and Divine Provitl nee," 1653; and
" The Divine right and original of the Civil Magistrate,"

1658.

Hugh Peters, A. M.—This unhappy man was born at

Fowey in Cornwall, in the year 1599. His father was a

Ksprctable merchant, and his mother of the ancient family of

the Treffys, of Place in that towji. At fourteen years of age

he was sent to Cambridge, where he became a member first

of Jesus college, then of Trinity college. During his re-

sidence at the university, he was greatly addicted to the

follies and vain delights of youth ; but afterwards, by at-

tending the preaching of Dr. Sibbs, Mr. John Davenport,

Mr. Thomas Hooker, and others, he was awakened to a

sense of his sins, and turned from the error of his way. It

is inch ed observed, that when he was at Cambridge, he was
so lewd and insolent, as to be whipt in the llcgeut's-walk,

a punishment scarcely ever inflicted upon any since, or

perhaps a long time before, and so, expelled for ever from

tlie university. + It is further added, that after this he

betook himself to the stage, where he acquired that gesticu-

lation and buffoonery which he practised in the pulpit.

t

He was admitted into holy orders by Bishop Montaigne of

London :§ and he preached for a considerable time, and with

* Ambrose's Works, p. 764. Edit. 1701.

f Kennet's Chronicle, p. 277.

J Granger's Biog. Hist. vol. iii. p. 54.

{ Bishop Montaigne was equally zealous for the conformity of his

clergy as the rest of his brethren. It is related that, in the year 1622, he

sent liis servant on a Saturday lo the minister who was to preach before him
on the following Lord's day, desiring a sight of his sermon. The minister,

rot coming as was expected, greatly increased the prelate's jealousy, who
sent for him on the sabbath morning about an hour before divine service.

When the preacher came his lordihip began to give him advice, especially

that he shonk! lake liced and say nothing unfit for the present times. He
inquired what was his text; and being told Gal. i. 6—8., / marvel that

you are so soon removed, ^"c, the bishop struck his hand upon his breast,

and swore the text was uot allowable for those times. " No, my lord," said
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great acceptance and success, at St. Sepulchre's in the citj.

A certain scurrilous writer says, " lie set up the trade of
an itinerary preacher, never bein^ constant or fixed to any
one place or benefice ; and he roved about the world like

universal churchmen, called Jesuits,"* Mr. Peters, speaking
of his labours at Sepulchre's, says, " there were six or seven
thousand hearers ;" and adds, " I believe above one hundred
every week were persuaded from sin to Christ."t His great

popularity and usefulness, together with his nonconformity,
at length awakened the enyy and malice of his enemies.

He was noticed by the ruling prclatt s ; and having prayed
for the queen in Sepulchre's church, " That as she came
into the Goshen of safety, so the light of Goshen might
shine into her soul, and that she might not perish in the day
of Christ;" he was apprehended by Archbishop Laud,
silenced from his ministry, and committed close prisoner to

New Prison, where he remained for some time before any
articles were exhibited against him: and though certain

noblemen interceded and offered bail for him,it was refused
-.X

and at length, after obtaining his release, he was obliged to

flee to New England.

§

We are aware that several writers of the adverse party
have assigned a very different reason for his going into

exile. Langbaine insinuates something of " an affair that

he had with a butcher's wife of Sepulchre's ;" and Granger
says, " That being prosecuted for criminal conversation

with another man's wife, he fled to Rotterdam. "|| Mr.
Peters himself appears not to have been insensible of his ill

character among his enemies ; but he terms it altogether a
reproach, and attributes it to his zeal in the cause he
espoused. " By my zeal," says he to his daughter, " it

seems I have exposed myself to all manner of reproach : but

one of his chaplains, who stood by, " the very mentiou of the text is not
allowable for the present times." The bishop said, " Look to thyself;
for if thou speakest any thing that shall not please, I vow to break thy
neck and thy back too." The preacher replied, that he had nothing to

speak but the truth, and so was dismissed. Though his lordship was ex-
ceedingly displeased with the sermon, it contained a faithful account of the
awful condition of those who forsake the faith they once received : only he
observed, that they might expect some application, but he was not ambiti-
ous of lying in prison; and thus closed the sermon.

—

Baker's MS. Collec.

Tol. xxi. p. 104.
* Bates's Lives of the King's Murderers, p. 40. Edit. 1661.

+ Peters's Dying Legacy, p. 100. Edit. 1660.

X HunUey's Prelates' Usurpations^ p. 162.

^ Pi-ynne's Cant. Doome, p. 419.

D Historical and Critical Account of Hugh Peters, p. 34. Edit, 175L—
Granger's £iog. Hist. vol. iii. p. 54. >.

,
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I wish you to know, that, besides your mother, I have had
no fellowship that way with any wom;m since I knew her,

havino^ a godiy wife before also, I bless God."* It may not

be improper further to observe, that when he was afterwards

under sentence of death, and only a short time before his

execution, an intimate friend waiiing upon him, put the

question seriously and dir 'ctly to him, wliether lie was
guilty of the above accusation. To whom ])e replied, " I

bless the Lord, I am wholly clear in that matter, and I never

knew any woman but my own wife."t A ma.n is not,

indeed, allowed to be witness in his own cause; nor should

the testimony of his adversaries be deemed a full proof. A
person loaded with so vile an accusation as Mr. Peters was,

and suffering as a traitor in the way thrst he did, when
party spirit ran high, and revenge actuated those who bore

rule; tor such a one (o be traduced and blackened beyond
his tleserts, is only what might be naturally expected.

What reproach is not envy, malice, and a bigoted party

spirit, able to cast upon men of the worthiest character ?

Mr. Feters's future popularity, and his high esteem among
persons of the first rank in the nation, as v/ill appear in the

present narr itive, certainly render tjie truth of the above
charge at least extremely doubtful.

Mr, Peters having tied to Rotferdam, there gathered a

congregation, and formed a church upon the plan of the

independents, to whic'i he was chosen pnstor. He had the

celebrated Dr. William Ames for his colleague in tlic same
church; but this excellent divine did not long survive his

removal from Franeker to this place. Mr. Peters continued

^ve or six years, not without tlie blessing of God upon his

ministry, and was succeeded in the pastoral charge by Mr.
William Bridge, Mr, Sydrach Sympson, and Mr. Samuel
Ward, all famous in their day, and all driven from their

native country for nonconformity.^ Mr, Peters, during his

«tay in H(tUand, appears to have behaved himself so well

as to procure great interest and a high degree of reputation

in the country : " For, being afterwards in Ireland, and
seeing the great distress of the poor protestants, wlio had
foeen plundered by the Irisli rebels, he went into Holland,

and procured about ihhii/ (housruul pounds to be sent from
thence into Ireland for their relief."^ We hence see how

Peters's Dying Lt-garj, p. 106.

+ Speeches and Prayers of the King's Judges, p. 61. Edit. 1660.

^ Bailie's Dissuasive, p. 75.

§ Ludlov's Memoirs, vol. iii. p, 75. Edit. 1689,
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little credit is due to Dr. Nichols, that bold champion for

liigh-chuich ] rii'.ciples, who says, that Mr. Peters, grocczw^

inlo cuntempl wa^omy the people at Rotterdam, was obliged

in a little while to leave the place.*

On the resignation of his charge at Ro'terdam, in the

year 1635, lie went to New England, and was chosen pastor

of the church at Salem. t There he obtained a high repu-
tation, and was greatly esteemed in the new colony. By an
order from the general court of government, daled Boston,

M.rch 3,^ 1636, Mr. Peters, Mr. John Cotton, and Mr.
Thomns Shepard, Averc appointed to assist t!ie governor,

deputy-governors, and others, " to make a draught of laws
agreeai)le to the word of God, which might be fundamentals
of the commonwealth, and to present the same to the next
general court."+ Mr. Peters, after residmg there seven
years, was sent to England by the government of the new
commonwealth to mediate for ease in customs and excise.

Upon his arrival in his native country, he found the nation

deeply involved in the horrors of civil war ; and being
obliged to remain in England, he was not able for some
time to accomplish the object of his mission. § He always
intended returning to New England, but one thing or

another occurred, in those unsettled times, to prevent

him.
II

Mr. Peters had not been long arrived in England, before

he became a zealous preacher in the parliament's array. In
the year 1644, he was with the Earl of Warwick at the

siege of Lime, a particular account of which he gave to the

Louse of commons. In 1645, he attended Sir Thomas
Fairfax at the taking of Bridgwater; and, bringing letters

from the general, he was called before the house, and gave
a circumstantial account of the siege ; when the house

voted him to receive one hundred pounds, as a reward for

his unwearied services. As a preacher he was undoubtedly
very serviceable to the cause of the parliament. When it

"was determined to storm Bridgwater, " Mr. Peters, in his

* Nichols's Defence of the Clinrcti, p. 50. Edit. 1740.

+ History of New Eng. p. 79.

X Backus's New Eng. Baptists, vol. i. p. 76—79.
§ Peters's Djins Legacy, p. 97—103.

II
Mr. Thomas Peters, a minister of puritan principles, went to New

England during (he civil war; and after staying at)out three years, he
returned to his native country. He was a wortity man, and author of
several excellent pieces; but whether he was any relation to Mr. Hugh
Peters, we have not been able to learn.

—

Mather's Hist, of Nevt Eng.
b. iii. p. 214.

VOL. HI, 2 A
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sermon on the Lord's day before, encouraged the soldiers

to the work."* It would certainly have looked much
better, and have been much more consistent with his office

as a minister of the gospel of peace and love, if, instead of

this, he had excited them as much as possible to spare the

effusion of hiunan blood. His conduct in this, however,

was Jiot singular. This was too mu<;h the spirit and infatu-

ation of the times.

During the above year, Mr. Peters was called before the

house of commons; when he gave a particular account of

the siege of Bristol, and the cause of sitting down before

it, to prevent the plunder and cruelties of Prince Rupert in

that part of the country. On this occasion, he pressed tlie

desire of Sir Thomas Fairfax to have more recruits sent

him. He afterwards brought letters from Lieutenant-

general Cromwell, concerning the taking of Winchester-
castle ; after which, being called before the house, he gave
a.circumstantial account of it, when the house voted him to

receive fiity pounds. In this year he returned from the army,
and gave an account to the house of the storming and taking
of DartmoutJi ; when he spoke of the valour, unity, and affec-

tion of the army, and presented letters, papers, and cruci-

fixes, with other popish relics taken in the place. During
his stay on this occasion in London, says Mr. Edwards,
*' he improved the whole of his time in preaching against

the presbyterian government, the assembly, uniformity,

common council, and the city of London, and for a tole-
KATioN OF ALL SECTS !"t About the samc time, liaving

preached in the market-place at Torrington, and con-
vinced many, it is said, of their errors in adhering to

the king's party, he was sent, with Lieutenant-colonel

Berry, to Plymouth, to treat with the governor. Towards
the close of this year, he was again called before the

house of commons, and, after giving a particular relation

of Ihe proceedings of Sir Thomas Fairfax, he signified, that

Lord Hopton's army of five thousand men was disbanded;
that Hopton was not gone to Oxford, but had taken shipping
for France; that many of the commanders had accompanied
him, and others wore gone to their own homes ; that Pen-
dennis-castle was closely besieged ; and that the general in-

tended to return towards Exeter. An order, at the same time,

passed the house, for one hundred pounds a year to be
settled upon Mr. Peters and his heirs, out of the Earl of

* Whitlocke's Memorials, p. 88, 156.

+ Edwards's Gaiigrasna, part i. p. 214. Second edi(.
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Worcester's estates. And sliortly after, an ordinance passed

for settling upon him two hundred pounds a year.*

Mr. Peters, about this time, became a kind intercessor in

behalf of a lady of quality who was under confinenient.

This appears from a lelter Avritten with his own hand, dated

June, 1646, and now before me. It begins as follows :

—

" To my worthy friend Mr. Kushworth, secretary to the

general.
" Honoured friend, I understand that the Lady Harlaw is

" out, and the Lady . You may remember that I had
" a promise for my Lady Newport, wlien you know my
" Lord Newport is here with you, I pray therefore let me
" entreat you in favour of her enlargement," &c.+

In the year 1649, Mr. Peters accompanied the parlia-

ment's army to Ireland, when he is said to have had the

command of a brigade against the rebels, and came off with

honour and victory. In a letter dated Dublin, September

15, 1649, he gives an account of the bloody slaughter in

the taking of Drogheda, which was as follows :%—
" Sir,

" The truth is, Drogheda is taken : 3552 of the

" enemy slain, and sixty-four of ours. Colonel Castles and
" Colonel Symonds of note. Ashton the governor killed :

" none spared. We have also proceeded to Trym and
" Dundalk, and are marching to Kilkenny. I come no\y

" from giving thanks in the great church. We have all

'• our army well landed.
" I am yours,

" Hugh Peters."

It was the common expression in those days, " that the saints

should have the praises of God in their mouths, and a two-

edged sword in their hands."^ This was a principle evidently

too prominent in the life of Mr. Peters. However, from the

above detail, it appears how much he was in favour with the

generals and the parliament, and that he must have made a

distinguished figure in the transactions of those times. Nor is

it improbable that the distinction with which be was treated

by them, attached him so firmly to their interest, that in the

end it cost him his life.|| From Ireland, says Dr. Walker,

he was sent into Wales, with the commission of a colonel,

* Whitlocke's Memorials, p. 157, 165, 169, 195, 200, 203, 204, 223,

?S8, 410,

t Sloiine's MSS. No. 1519. % Whitlocke's Memorial, p. 411.

\ Memoirs of Col. liiitcbinson, vol. i. p. 814, Edit. 1810.

IJ
Historical Account, p. 11,
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to raise a regiment : but having misspent his time, and raised

only three companies, CromweU's wife drew up articles

against him. Mr. Peters, hearing of this, contrived, with

Colonel Philip Jones and one Mr. Sampstm Lort, " to

settle a congregational church of their own invention;"

hoping by this means to make it appear, that, instead of

being idle, he had been all the time very well employed.
Afterwards he went to London ; and, says our author, being

asked his advice, " How to drive on the great design of

propagating the gospel in Wales," he brielly delivered it

to this effect : " That they must sequester all ministers

without exception, and bring the revenues of the church into

the public treasury ; out of which must be allowed one

hundred pounds a year to six itinerant ministers to preach
in every county."*

During the wars he had several interviews and conferences

with the king ; when, says Mr. Peters, " He used me civilly;

and I offered my poor thoughts three times for his safety."f

Mr. Peters assisted Mr. Challoncr in his last moments, being
executed for his concern in Waller's plot.:}: He also assisted

Sir John Hotham, whom he attended upon the scaftbld, and
from whom he received public thanks.

§

When Archbishop Laud was under confinement, it was
moved in the house of commons to send him to New
England; but the motion was rejected. " The plot," says

Laud, " was laid by Peters, and others of that crew, that

they might insult over me."|| The archbishop, at the com-
mencement of his trial, delivered a speech in his own
defence, in the conclusion of which, he challenged any
clergyman to come forth, and give a better account of his

zeal for the church, and his conversion of papists to the

protestant religion ; when Mr. Peters, standing near his

lordship, asked him whether he was not ashamed of making
so bold a challenge in so honourable an assembly ? adding,
that he himself, the unworthiest of many hundred ministers

in Englajidj was ready to answer his challenge; and to

* Walker's Attempt, part i, p. 147.

+ Wliitlocke's Memorials, p. 25T, 36i.—Peters's Dyings Legacy, p. 103.

^ This was a plot of considerable magnitude, with Mr. Waller, a member
rtf the house of commons, at the head. It was the design of the king, and
those concerned in this conspiracy, to compel the parliament to a peace

:

but the confederacy was soon discovered, and several leading persons were
apprehended. Challoner and three others uere executed : but Waller
saved his life by paying; a tine of ten thousand pounds, and was banished-

from the kingdom.

—

Rapin's Hist, of Eng. vol. ii. p. 4S7, 488.

^ Whitlocke's Memorials, p. 117.

(| Wharton's Troubles of Laud, vol. i. p. 203.
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produce a catalogue, not of twentv-two papists, but of
above one hundred and twenfiy, whom he, through the

blessing of God, had converted and brought home to God,
making them other kind of converts than any he had recited,

who were made neither good protestants iior good christians.

He further added, that he, and many other ministers in

England, were able to produce hundreds of true converts

to Christ, for every one of his pret< nded ones ; some of
whom, by his own confession, soon turned apostates, and
the rest were little better.* Whatever truth there might
be in this reply, it certainly discovered Mr. Peters's too

great forwardness, while it very much offended the arch-

bishop.

During the archbishop's trial, his library at Lambeth, it

is said, was given to Mr. Peters^ as a reward for his remark-
able services.! The truth of this, however, is rendered

rather doubtful, and appears, even from the very words of
Laud himself, to have been founded merely on report. " All

my books at Lambeth," says he, " were, by order of the

house of commons, taken away, and carried I know not

whither; but are, as it is commonlt/ said, for the use of
Mr. Peters. Before this time," his lordship adds, " some
good mmiber of my books were delivered to the use of the

synod," meaning the assembly of divines.

t

In the year 1651, Mr. Peters was one of the committee

appointed by the parliament to take into consideration

what inconveniencies were in the law, and how the mischiefs

that arose from delays, and other irregularities in the pro-

ceedings of the law, might be best and soonest prevented.

In this committee were jVIi". Rushworth and Sir Anthony
Ashly Cooper, afterwards the Earl of Sliaftsbury and lord

chancellor; besides many others of high rank. " But none
of them," says Whitlocke, " was more active in this busi-

ness than Mr. Hugh Peters, who understood little of the

law, and was very opinionative."§ Mr. Peters, speaking of
these transactions, says, " When I was called about mending
laws, I was there to pray, rather than to mend laws. But
in this, I confess, I might as well have been spared. "j|

Here, in his own words, his ignorance and inability, in

things of this nature, are as frankly acknowledged as they

are plainly described by the learned historian. But it is

* Prynne's Cant. Doome, p. 56.

+ Walton's Life of Hooker, Pref.—Wood's Athene, vol. i. p. 263.

X Wharton's Troubles of Laud, vol, i. p. 365.

S Whitlocke'g Memorials, p. 496, 497. |1 Peters's Dying Legacy, p. 109.
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difficult to reconcile his being xerij opwiouathe and liis

aclivity in the cause, witii liis attending tlie committee to

pray, rather than to mend laws.

It is observed of Mr. Peters, that in the year 1653, lie

prayed and preached lor peace, and exhorted the people to

peace, and zealously warned them against the sins of the

times.* The year folloM'ing, he was a[)pointed one of tiie

tn/ers of ministers. Dr. Walker intimates that he and
Mr. Philip Nye were the most active and busy among
them, lie brings a foul accusation against Mr. Peters, as

if he were guilty of simony. Tl;e charge is fouudi d on
no other evidence than that one Mr. Camplin, a clergyman
in Somersetshire, applied to Mr. Peters, by means <>t some
Other person, to obtain a settlement in the rectory of King-

ston in that county : wlien Mr. Peters said to hun, " Hrith

thy friend any money ?"+ A slender proof i^ this of so severe

an accusation ! They who are acquainted with the jocose

temper and conversation of Mr. Peters, will not in the least

wonder at such an expression from his mouth. Mr. Peters,

speaking of himself in tlie above capacity, m:ikes use of very
fnodest and ])umble language. " When 1 was a trycr of

othf rs," says he, " I went to hear and gain experience,

rather than to jiulge."t

In the year 1638, Mr. Peters went to Dunkirk, where he

laboured in the capacity of preacher to the English garri-

son.^ In a letter from ( olonel Lockhart to Secretary Thur-
loe, dated from Dunkirk, July 18, 1658, we have the

following account of him : " 1 could not sulfer our worthy
*'. friend, Mr. Peters, to come away from Dunkirk without
" a testimony of the great benelSts we have all received from
" liim in this place, where he hath laid himself forth, in

*' great charity and goodness, in sermons, prayers, and
*' exhortations, in visiting and relieving the sick and
" woundi d ; and, in all these, profitably applying the sin-

<« guhtr talent God hath bestowed upon him to the chief
" ends proper for our auditory. For he hath not only
" shewed the soldiers their duty to God, and pressed it

<^ home upon them, I hope to good advantage, but hath
" likewise acquainted them with their obligations of obedi-

" ence to his higlincss's goverimient, and allection to his

" person. He hatii laboured amongst us here with much

* Tlsnrloe's State Papers, vol. i. p. 330.

+ Wrtlker's Attempt, part i. p. 172, 174.

^ Petcis's Dying l.ogacy, p. i09.

S Whitlocke's Mem. p. 674. Edit. 1732.
,
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<• good ^vilI, and seems to enlarge his heart towards us, and
" care of us tor many other tilings.—Mr. Peters hath been
" twice at Bcrgh, and hath spoke with the cardinal (Maza-
*' rin) three or four times. I kept myself by, and had a
" caretliat he did not importune him with too long speeches.
" He returns loaden with an account of all things here, and
" hath undertaken every man's business."*

Mr. Pelers returned to Enghind at the above period,

bringing an abundant store ofintelligence to the government.
January '29 y 1660, when General Monk was on his march
from Scotland towards London, he was appointed to preach
before him on a fast-day at St. Alban's; when, it is said,
*' lie troubled the general with a long fast sermon ; and at

niglit too lie supererogated, and prayed a long prayer in

the general's quarters." Our author gives the following

account of the sermon on this occasion :
—" As to the ser-

mon, he managed it with some dexterity at the first, allow-
ing the cantings of his expressions. His text was Psalra

cvii. 7. He led them forth hy the right way, that they
might go to a city of habitation. With his fingers on the

cushion he measured the ri^ht zoay from the Red Sea,

through the wilderness to Canaan ; said it was not forty

days march, but God led Israel tbrty years through the

wilderness, before they came thither ;
yet this was still the

Lord's right way, who led his people crincledum cum
crancledum. He particularly descended into the lives of
the patriarchs, how they journeyed up and down, though
blessings and rest were promised them. Then he reviewed
our civil wars, our intervals of peace, and fresh distractions,

and hopes of rest. But though the Lord's people," he
said, " were not yei come to a city of habitation, he was
still leading them on the flight loai/, how dark soever his

dispensations might appear to men."f
May the 16th, in the above year, an order passed the

house of commons, now modelled in favour of loyalty,
*' That tlie books and papers in the hands of John Thurloe
and Hugh Peters, heretofore belonging to the library of the

late Archbishop of Canterbury, be forthwith secured."

But it does not appear from our author whether any such
books were found in their possession.^ After the king's

restoration, Mr. Peters being apprehended and committed
to prison, his majesty sent a warrant to Sir John liobin-

son, lieutenant of the Tower, to obtain information of Ids

* Thurloe's State Papers, \ol. vii. p. 223, 249.

+ Kennet's Chrenicle, p. 36. t Ibid. p. 150.
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toyal father's library ; when Mr. Peters underwent an
examination, and declared upon his oath, " TJsat, in the

year 1648, he pres( rvTd the library in St. James's atiainst

the violence and rapine of (he s --Idiers ; that the same con-

tinued three or Ibnr months ii5 his cusio !y : (hat lie did not

take any th'ng- away, but left it nnviolated as he ibund it

;

and that he delivered up the key and custody ol all to

Major (ieneral 1 reton."*

Mr. P ters was thought to have been deeply concerned in

the king's death, on which account his nanie has been
treated with much severity. It w:!s supposed that the war-
rant for the king's execution was directed to him and Colo-

nel Hacker, and that they \vere the two persons who were
in mask upon the scaffold when Jiis majesty was beheaded.

There was some denmr in the house of commons whether
he should be excepted from the act of oblivion.f But, in

the conclusion, it vvos declared against him, and he was
apprehended, committed to the Tower, and tried with the

rest ot the regicides, in all twenty-nine. Bishop Kennet
in one place s;*ys, that for a while he had been sculking up
and down in secret, but was at length apprehended in South-

wark; and in another, that he was discovered by one of
those confidents whom he brought from New England,
and seized upon in bed with another man's wife.J This
vile calumny is cast upon him on tjie slender evidence of a
bigot(>d and abusive piece, entitled, " Regicides no Saints,

nor Martyrs."

Mr. Peters was brought to the bar, October 13, 1660 ;

"vvhen he was indicted for high treason, to which he pleaded

tiot guilti/, " After the indictment was read," says Bishop
Kennet, " he saw a whole congregation of witnesses against

him, who upon their oaths testified liim guilty of the most
horrid crimes that any man could be guilty of." These crimes

are next enumfrated as follows :—" Tliat he not only took
arms, but was himself actually a colonel, and gave out com-
missions.—Thit he met in private consultation, near the

tin)e of the king's trial, at the Star in Coleman-street, with
Cromwell, Pride, and others of the bloody plot.—That in

Dec mber, 1648, the head-quarters were at Windsor, where
Cromwell, Irelon, Rich and Peters, usually sat in consulta-

tion, till two or three o'clock in the morning, with strict

guard about thtm; soon after which the king was brought

to trial.—That during this consultation at Windsor, Peters

• Biog Britan. vol. i. p. 230. Edit. 1747.

i Ludlow's Mem. p. 394. Edit. 1771. % Rennet's Chrou. p. 169, 278.



PETERS. 361

commonly called his majesty tyrant and fool, saying, ' he
w'ls unfit to be a king, and that the kingly office itself was
dangerous, chargeibl , and useless.'—That an aged gentle-

man having said, ' Go(i save the king, and preserve iiim dut
of the hands of his enemies,' he was offended, and said, ' Old
gendeman, your idol will not stand long.'—That at Marga-
ret's, Westminster, he preached upon these words, Not this

man, but Barabbns, comparing ail along his majesty to

Bar:ibbas, and bloodily inciting his auditory to kill the

king; infimating that God would bring every tyrajit to

justice, signi.'ying that there was no exception for king, or

prince, or any ot that rabble.—That he rode next belbre the
king when he was brought from Windsor to his trial.

—

That in the painted chamber, the first day the high court
of justice sat, Hugh Peters and John Goodwin were with
them, when all others, except the judges and officers of the
court, were kept out. That he was present at making pro-

clamation in Westrainster-hali for the liigh court of justice,

and did there openly say to Sergeant Dendy, ' All this you
have done is worth nothing, unless you proclaim it in

Cheapside and the Old Exchange.'
" That the said Hugh Peters was marshalling and en-

couraging the soldiers who guarded the king in St. James's
Park, a little before his trial.—That he was constantly in

private consultations at Bradshaw's house during the trial,

with them who sat upon the king.—That he bid Stubbs
command his soldiers, when the king came near the high
court, to cry out justice! jiidice!—That being at the high
court ofjustice on the twentieth of January, he was heard
to say, ' This is a most glorious beginning of the work.'

—

That on Sunday the twenty-first of January, he preached at

Whitehall, from Psalm clix. 8., To bind their kings with
chains, SiC, applying his text and sermon to the late king,
and highly applauding the proceedings of the army, saying,
* This is a joyful day, and I hope to see such anoiher day
to-morrow.'—That the Sunday after his majesty was sen-

tenced to die, he preached again upon the same text at

St. James's, saying, ' He intended to have preached upon
another text betore the poor wretch ; but that the poor
wretch refused to hear him.'—That in the afternoon of the
same day, he preached at Sepulchre's, and repeated all his

parallel between his late majesty and Barabbas, crying out,

that none but Jews would let Barabbas go.—That in this

sermon, he said, ' Tiiose soldiers who assisted in this great
work had Emanuel written on their bridles.'
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" That in the painted chamber, on oi>c of the days of the

king's trial, Peters kneeled dov/n and prayed for a blessing;

and amongst other things, he said, ' O Lord, what a mercj
is it to see this great city fall dowii before us !'—That he

was upon the scaffold a little before the execution, and then

whispered to Tench, the carpenter, who thereupon did there

knociv and fasten four staples, pulling a cord out of his

pocket.—That after the king was murdered, Peters said,

' Lord, now leltest thou thy servant depart in peace, for

mine eyes have seen thy salvation.'—That a wliile after the

execution, he said, ' I rejoice to think of that day ; for to

me it seemed like the great and last day ofjudgment, when
the saints shall judge the world.' "*

Tliis is a full account of all the charores which even his

enemies bring against him ; but whether these things prove
*' him guilty of the most horrid crimes that any man could

be guilty of," is left v/ith the reader to judge. Most of the

foregoing particulars, as every reader will easily perceive,

fell far short of high treason. Though it is said, that to all

these particulars he made not one word of answer, except in

cant and impertinence ; + yet^ when the witnesses were pro-

duced to tind him guilty of having been one of the king's

judges, their evidence completely failed, and they could

only prove that he was present on the occasion, when he

used some indiscreet language. When the court attempted

to prove that he was upon the scaftbld the day on which
the king suffered, he produced witness deposing that he was
sick on that day, and confined to his own house. What
Mr. Peters observed in his own defence, was little more

than a protestation of his own innocence. He said that the

war commenced before he c;mie to England ; that since his

arrival, he had endeavoured to promote sound religion,

good learning, and the employment of the poor; and that,

for the better attainment of these ends, he had espoused the

interest of the parliament. He then added, " I had neither

malice nor mischief in my heart against the king. I had so

much respect to his majesty, particularly at Windsor, that

I propounded to him my thouglits three ways, to preserve

Iiim from danger, wiiicli were good, as he was pleased to

signify, though they did not succeed. As for malice, I had

none in me."| Whitlockc obs;*rves, tliat, " upon a con-

ference between the king and Mr. Peters, the king desirhig

one of his own chaplains might be permitted to come to

* Kennet's Chronicle, p. 277, 278. +Ibid.

J Trial of Ilegicides, p. 30, 153—1S3. Edit. 1660.
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him, for Lis satisfaction in some scruples of conscience, Dr.

Juxton, bishop of London, was ordered to go to his

majrsry."* " And Sir John Denh;im being entrusted by

the queen to deJiver a message to his majcslj, A\ho at that

time was in the hands of the army, by the assistance of

Hugli Peters he got admittance to the king."f

These were certainly very considerable services, and

could hardly have bten expected from a man, who, accord-

ing to Burnet, " was outrageous in pressing the king's

death, with the cruelty and rudeness of an inquisitor."^

As to the vile insinuation of many writers, that he was sup-

posed to have been one of the masked executioners, besides

tlie deposition at liis trial, that he was then confijied by sick-

ness, no stress was laid by the king's counsel on any sus-

picions or reports on this liead. So that in all good reason,

Dr. Barwick, Mr. Grnnger, and others, should have fore-

bonie saying, " that he was upon no slight grounds accused

to have been one of the king's murderers. "§

Mr. Peters, in further pn^testation of his own innocence,

says, " I thought the act ot' indemnity would have included

me; but the hard character upon me excluded me. I have

not had my hand in any man's blood, but saved many in

life and estate. "|| All that was proved against Iiim con-

sisted merely in words; but words, it must be acknowledged,

unfit to be uttered. Yet, when it is recollected that man/
greater offenders than Mr. Peters escaped caphal punish-

ment, we shall be led to suspect that he met with some

unkind and hard usage. When he w:)s asked why sentence

should not be passed upon him, to die according to law, he

only said, " I will submit myself to God ; and if I have

spoken anything against the gospel of Christ, I am henrtily

sorry for it."il The sentence of d;'atli was then passed upon

him; Avhen he was confined in Newgate only three days

and then executed. According to J^udlow, it was of no use

to plead in his own defence: the court was fully resolved

on his execution. "It was not expected," observes this

author, " that any thing he could say should save him from

the revenge of the court ; and, therefore, he w as without

hesitation brought in guilty."**

Mr. Peters, the day after his condemnation, preached to

» ^Vhillorke's Memorials, p. 364. + Hhtorical Account, p. 24.

^ Hist, of tiis Time, vol, i. p. 162.

^ Historical Account, p. 25.—Granger's Biog. Hist. vol. iii. p. 55.

Jl
Peters's Dying; Legacy, p. 104, 106.

H Trial of Regicides, p." 182—184. ** Ludlow's Memoirs, p. 40T.
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his friends and fellow-prisoners in Newgate. His text was
Psalm xlii. 11. Whi/ art thou cast down, O my soul?

And why art thou disquieted within me? Hope thou in

God ; for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my
countenance and my God. The subject was particularlj

appoprinte. For, during his imprisonment, he was exer-

cised with a painful coniiict in h;s own spirit, fe^'ring, as he

often said, that he should not go through his sufFeruigs with

courage and comfort. To his friends he said he was
somewhat unprepared for death ; and tlierefore he tieit in

some degree unwilling to die. Some things, he obsc vcd,

he had committed, and others he liad oniilteti, which
troubh'd him ; but he believed the light of God's counten-

ance would at last break forth. And the favour of God did

at length appear. For a little time before he went to the

place of execution, his mind became p( rfectlj' composed

;

and with the utmost cheerfulness he said, " I thank God,
now I can die. I can look death in the face, and not be
afraid." To the truth of this many could bear wimess.*

Bishop Kennet observes, that " alter the trial and con-

demnation ot the regicides, Dr. Barwick and Dr. Dolben
were sent to persuade them to repentance, and to confess

their impious deeds." It is also added, " that they might
employ their pious endeavours to better purpose with
others, their first care was to solicit Hugh Peters, the prin-

cipal and ring-leader of all the rest. The Avild prophecies

littered by his impure mouth were still received by the

people with the same veneration as if they had been oracles,

though he was known to be infamous for more than one

kmd of Avickcdnc ss. He was accused, upon no slight

grounds, to have been one of the masked executioners hired

to murder tlie king, but it could not be sufficiently proved

against him." To all that these divines could say to him,

says our author, " Peters answered with much surliness,

negligence, and stupidity, and stopped his ears against all

admonitions. He had so perfectly shook off all sense of

piety and religion, if ever he had any, that his accomplices

earnestly requested these divines to intercede with his

majesty that a person so deaf to advice, and so impene-

trable to their sacred ministrations, might not be hurried

into another world till he were brought, if possible, to a
better sense of his condition."!

To this account, too evidently designed to reproach hie

* Speeches and Prayers of the King's Judges, p. 58.

+ Keunet's Chronicle, p. 284, 285.
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memory, we shall only observe, fiom othei: authority, tliat

the two doctors used their utmost endeavours to persuade

him to a recantation of his former activity in the cause of
the parliament, with promises of pardon from the king if

he would comply. Though he was then much afflicted in

spirit, he was enabled to resist their insinuations. He told

them, " he had not the least cause to repent of his adherence

to the parliament ; but only that, in the prosecution of that

cause, he had done no more for God and his people." And
thus, with civility, he dismissed his visitants.

The day on which he suffered he was carried on a sledge

from Newgate to Charing-cross, the place of execution

;

where he was made to behold the execution of Mr. Cook,

another of the regicides. Here a person came to him, and
upbraided him with the death of the king, bidding him now
repent : to whom Mr. Peters said, " Friend, you do not

well to trami)le upon the feelings of a dying man. You are

greatly mistaken. I had nothing io do in the death of the

king." When Mr. Cook was cut down, and brought to be
quartered, the hangman was commanded to bring Mr.
Peters near, that he might behold the mangled remains of

his fellow-sufferer. As the hangman approached him, being

all over besmeared with blood, and rubbing his bloody hands

together, he said, " How do you like this, Mr. JPeters ?

how do you like this work ?" To whom Mr. Peters re-

plied, " I thank God, I am not terrified at it. You may do
your worst." As he was going to be executed, he gave a
piece of gold to a friend, requesting him to carry it to his

daughter as a token of respect from her dying father ; and
to let her know, " That his heart was as full of comfort as

it could be ; and that before that piece should come into her

hands, he should be with Ciod in glory." When he was
upon the ladder, he said to the sheriff^ " Sir, you have

here slain one of the servants of God before mine eyes, and
liave made me behold it, on purpose to terrify and discou-

rage me ; but God hath ordered it for my strengthejiing

and encouragement," " If Peters said this," a learned

doctor observes, " it is plain he died as he lived, and went

out of the world with a notorious lie in his mouth;" then

insinuates, that he had taken a large potion ; that he behaved

himself like an idiot; that he was stupidly drunk, and there-

fore was not in a condition to make such a reflection. This

surely needs no comment.* When he was going ofl^, he

• Grey's Examination, »ol. iii. ji. 286,
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said, " TVhaf^ Jlesli ! art thou unmUing to go to God
through thefire andjaws of death ? Oh,'" said he, " this is

a Qood daij. He is come whom I haze long lookedfor, and

llshall be with him in ghrj/ ;"" and went off with a smile on

his countenance.* He suffered October J6, 1660, aged

sixtj-one years; and his head was set upon a pole on Lon-
don-bridge.

Mr. Peters, it is allowed by all, intermeddled too much in

state matters, and wns too much tiie tool of the ruling party,

which evidently brought him to this disgraceful end. Few
men have suffered greater infamy and reproach. He is

accused of many enormous crimes, but whether justly or not,

we leave it with God to judge. Bishop Burnet, speaking of

the triumphant death of the regicides, says, " It was indeed

remarkable that Peters, a sort of enthusiastical buffoon

preacher, though a very vicious man, who had been of great

use to Cromwell, and had been outrageous in pressing the

king's death with the cruelty and rudeness of an inquisitor,

was the man of them all tliat was the most sunk in his spirit,

and could not in any sort bear his punishment. He had neither

the honesty to repent of it, nor the strength of mind to suffer

for it as all the rest of them did. He," our author adds,
*'' was observed all the while to be drinking some cordial

liquors to keep him from fainting."+

Kennet styles him a virulent incendiary in the king's

death, and says he was not lit to die, and was unable to bear

up under the prospect of it. "And," he adds, '^ without

any reflection on the wickedness of the man, there' never was
a person suffered death so unpitied ; and, which is more,

whose execution was the delight of the people, which they

expressed by several shouts and acclamations, when they

saw him go up the ladder, and again when the halter Avas

putting about his neck ; but when his head was cut off", and
held up aloft on the end of a spear, there was such a shout

as if the people of England had acquired a victory. ":{ Such
was their loyal infatuation, brutality, and outrage!

Granger siys that Mr. Peters, together with his brethren,

went to his execution with an air of trimnph, rejoicing that

he was to stiffcr in so good a cause. But, he adds, it appears

from this instance, and many others, that the presumption

of an enthusiast is much greater than that of a saint. He

* Speechps and Prayers, p, 59—62.
+ Burnel's IJist. of his Time, vol. i. p, 162.

I Kennet'i Chroniele, p. 169, 2S2.
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was a great pretender to the saintly character, a vehement
declairaer against Cliarles I., and one of the foremost to

encourage and justify tlie rebellion.* Dr. Barwick says,
*' he was known to be infamous for more kinds of Avicked-

ness than one."+ Wood denominates him " a theological

and pulpit buffoon, and a diabolical villain.''^ Dr. Grey
says, " he was a juggling, scandalous, and inlaiiious

villain, and that he got the mother and daughter with
child." He styles him, " the gingerbread propliet, the

late pastor of a hunger-starved flock at Salem in New Eng-
land, that mongrel minister, that military priest, that mo-
dern Simon Magus, that disguised executioner, that bloody
butcher of the king."$

These are, indeed, very heavy charges. They require

good evidence for their support. On the one hand, it is

easy for an historian to assert what he wishes to be true,

though he cannot prove it ; and on the other, it is often

extremely difficult to disprove what is asserted, though it

may in lact rest on no good evidence. Though we would
by no means connive at sin, or attempt to lessen the guilt of

any man, the truth of the above charges appears extremely
doubtful. Some of these accusations are unquestionably

the language of scurrility, misrepresentation, and abuse

;

and they all come from known enemies, those who hated

the cause in which he was euju^aged, and looked upon it as

detestable. We do not find, that they knew of any of those

things of Mr. Peters themsehes ; and, therefore, what they

have published must be considered only as common fame,

which in tliose times, when malice, bigotry, and revenge
ran so high, might easily have been propagated withoiit

even the shadow of proof. Mr. Peters suifering as a
traitor, they were probably too forward to believe those

reports ; the truth of which was at best extremely uncertain.

Indeed, the times in which Mr. Peters was on the stage,

were far enough from favouring such vices in the ministe-

rial character. He must be a novice in the history of those

times, Avho knows not what a precise and demure kind of
men were the preachers among the parliamentarians. They
were careful, not only of their actions, but of their words,

and even their looks and gestures. Drunkenness, whore'-

dom, swearing, and such like vices, were quite out of

* Granger's Biog, Hist. vol. iii. p. 53, 339.

f Historical Account, p. 33.

X Woods Athenas Oxon, vol. ii. p. 113, 739.

§ Grey's ExaminatioD, vol. ii. p. 358. iii. 287.



368 LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

vogue among them. It was their sobriely and strictness of

behaviour, joined with their popular talents in the pulpit,

which caused them to be so much revcr d and esteenud*

If Mr. Peters had b.en so vicious, so infamous for wicked-

ness, and so scandalous and diabolical a villa m, as he is

represented, he could certainly have had no influence over

the people, nor would he have been treated in thr manner
that he was by some of the prinripal men in the nation.

They nmst have parted with him even for their own sakes,

unless they wished to have been looked upon as enemies to

reWer'ioii.

Besides, if it be recollected who w^re the patrons of

Mr. Peters, the truth of his accusations w"ll appear very

doubtful. We have seen how he was ent> rtai:ied by the

Earl of Warwick, S^r Tliomas Fairfax, and Oliver Crom-
well, and how mu h he was canssed and rewarded by the

parliament. How improbable then is it that he w is infa-

mous for wickedness! His patrons, it is observed, were

never accused of personal, vices. Tiiey were men v»ho at

least made high pretensions to religion ; and the cause for

which they fought, they avowed to be the cause of God.
With what face could they have done this, if their chaplain,

their confident, their tool, had been known to be so vicious,

so infamous tor wickedness, and so scandalous and diabo-

lical a villain ? Or, how could they have said and done so

much against scandalous ministers, who employed one of

the most scandalous ? In short, how could they publicly

reward Mr. Peters, when they always professed great zeal

for godliness, and endeavoured to promote it in the highest

degree? Men of their wisdom, courage, and zeal, can

hardly be thought to have acted so inconsistent a part.*

Mr. Edwards observes of Mr. Peters, that he was a great

agent for the sectaries ; and that by preaching, writing, and

conference, he greatly promoted the cause of independ-

ency .+ In addition to the thirty thousand pounds which
he collected for the persecuted protestants in Ireland, as

already noticed, he was a diligent and earnest solicitor for

the distressed protestants in the vallies of Piedmont, who,

by the tyramiical oppressions of the Duke of Savoy, had
been most inhumanly persecuted and reduced to the utmost

extremity. Also, in gratitude to the Hollanders for the

sanctuary he had found among them, during his persecu-

tions under Arcubisliop Laud, he was of signal service to

Historical A<connt, p. 35—39.

+ Edwards's Gangraeiia, part iii. p. 120.
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them in composing their differences with England, in the

time of Cromwell.*

Mr. Peters, dur ng his imprisonment, wrote certain papers^

as a legacy to his daughter, which were ;tfierwards pub-

lished, from which some parts of this memoir have been

extracted. Though a comfortable annual maintenance was
conferred upon him by the parliament, he was deprived of

all at the restoration; and Mrs. Peters, who lived many
years after his death, was wholly dependent upon her frieiids

for support.

t

His Works.—1. God's Doings, and Man's Duty, opened in a

Sermon preached before the JHonse of Commons, llie Lord Mayor,
and the Assembly of Divines, 16i6.—2. Feiers's Last Report of tlie

English Wars, occasioned by the Importunity of a Iriend, pressing

an Answer to some Queries, 1646.—3. A Word for the Army, and
two Words for the Ivingdom, to clear the one and cnre the other,

forced in much Plainness and IJrevity from tlieir failhful Servant,

Hugh Peters, 1647.—4. Good Work for a Good iMagistrate, or a

short Cut to a great Quiet, 1651.—5. Some Notes of a Sermon
preached the 14th of October, 1660, in the Prison of Newgate, after

his Condemnation, 1660.—6. A Dying Father's Last Legacy to an
only Child; or, Mr. Hugh Pcters's Advice to his Daughter, written

by his own hand, during his late imprisonment in the Tower of

London, and given her a little betbre his death, 1660.—The portrait

of Mr. Peters is prefixed to this little work.

John Dury.—This zealous divine was born in Scotland,

but sojourned some time in the university of Oxford, par-

ticularly for the benefit of the public library. He was

there in the year 1624, but it does not appear how long he

continued. Afterwards, he travelled into various foreign

countries, particularly through most- parts of Clermany,

where he visited the recesses of the muses. By long con-

tinuance in foreign parts, he spoke the German language so

fluently, that, upon his return to England, he was taken for

a native German. Our author adds, that he was by pro-

* Ludlow's Memoirs, p. 407.

+ Mr. John Knowles, in a letter to the governor of New Eng;)and, dated

July 6, 1677, thus observes:—" There is acother trouble whicii I presume
" to put upon you, that is, to speak to the Reverend Mr. Hi.nfjinson, pastor

" of Salem, to move that congregation to do something for the maintenance
" of Mrs. Peters; who, since her husband suffered here, hath riepended

" wholly upon Mr. Ci)ckquaine, and that church whereof he is pastor.

" I fear she will be forced to seek her living in the streets if some course
*• be not taken for her relief, either by Mr. Higginson, Mr. Oxenbridge, or

" some other sympathizing minister."

—

Massacliusets PaptrSy p. 614.

VOL. in. 2 B
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fession a divine and a preacher, but whether he took order«

according to the church of England, which he always

scrupled, doth not appear.* However, these scruples, by
some means or other, he overcame. For, though he had

been ordained in one of the foreign reformed churches, he

was required to be re-ordained before he could be admitted

to a benefice in England; and, accordingly, submitted to

the renewal of this ceremony under the hands of Bishop

Hall of Exeter.t

Mr. Dnry was for many years employed in a design of

promoting a rt-conciiiation between the Calvinisfs and

Lutherans abroad ; or, as he used to express it, " for making

and settling a protestant union and peace in the churches

beyond the se;is." We shall give an account of this object,

in the words of one who warmly censures both Mr. Dury
and his undertaking. " He made a remarkable figure in

his time, by running with an enthusiastic zeal for uniting

the Lutherans and Calvinists. He was so strongly possessed

with the hnpes of success, that he applied to his superiors

for a dispensation of nonresidence upon his living, in order

to travel through the christian world to accomplish the

design. And he not only procured a license for the pur-

pose, but obtained the approbation and recommendation of

the Archbishop of Canterbury, t and was assisted by Bishop

Hall, and the Bishop of Kilmore in Ireland.^ He began

by publishing his plan of an nnion in 1634; and, the

same year, ajjpeared at a famous assembly of Lutherans at

Frankfort in Germany. The churches also of Transylvania

sent him their advice and counsel the same year ; and he

afterwards negotiated with the divines of Sweden and

Denmark. He directed his attention to every quarter.

He consulted the universities, communicated their answers,

and was not discouraged by the ill success which he met

with. He conferred with the learned divines in most of the

places on the continent, and obtained their approbation of

his design. His project, however, was much ridiculed

:

•» Wood's Athenae Oxon. vol. i. p. 849, 850.

t Prynne's Cant. Doome, p, 390.

f Archbishop Laud made n-eiitio#of this circiirastance at his trial. But

although !i<' at fiis( espouv-d Mr. Dury's undertaking, he appears afterward*

to have thrnnri some dinirxllies in the way.

—

Ibid. p. 539, 541.

^ Bishop Bedell of Kilmore, who loved to bring men into the com-
inunion of the chur^-h of England, but did not like compelling them, was
of opinion, fbit proteslants would agree well enough if they could b«

brought to understand each other. He was therefore induced to promote

Mr. Dury's desi<j;n, and, towards defraying the expenses of which, he sub-

icribed twenty pounds a year.

—

Bios- Britan. vol. ii. p. 136. Edit. 1779.
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but this only sei-vecl to inflame his zeal. He afterwards

endea , oiuett to unite, not only the Lutherans and Calvinists,

but «Vi'n the whoK' christian world. To this end, Jie

fr;»v, lied thr.ugh many parts of Germany, where he was

cord.aily received and liberally entertained. He seems to

have been an honest man, but enthusiastical. His notions

were but idle fancies, and his scheme was equally wild and

irhpraclicable."*

Notwithstanding; the censures of the above writer, it is

manif st that Mr. Dury's undertaking received the warmest

patroaage and encouragement of many celebrated divines.

In the year 1635 he exchanged several letters upon the

subj ct with the learned Mr. Joseph Mede. He first soli-

cited this celebrated scholar to give his thoughts upon the

b' st method of pursuing the design ; and then stated the

method in which he had addressed the JBatavian churches,

desiring his remarks upon it. Mr. Mede most cordially

approved of his endeavour to promote a pacification, but

was doubtful of its success. He commended Mr. Dury's

method Of addressing the foreign churches ; owned his

good intentions ; and spoke of his abilities in terms of the

highest approbation. " From his wisdom and abilities

therein," says he, " I am fitter to receive knowledge and

instruction than to censure or give direction."f Mr. Dury
communicated his design to the most celebrated divines of

New England, who signified their hearty concurrence in the

generous undertaking. t And Mr. Baxter observes, that

" Mr. Dury having spent thirty years in his endeavours to

reconcile the Lutherans and Calvinists, was again going

abroad upon <hd work, and desired the judgment of our

association iiow it might be most successfully accomplished;

upon which, at th ir liesire, I drew up a letter more largely

in L;ttin, and more briefly in English. "§

Upon the counntncement of^he civil wars, Mr. Dury
espoused the cause of thf' parliament, and was chosen one

of the superadded members to the assembly of divines. He
took the covenant with the rest of his brethren, and was

appointed one of the committee of accommodation.
||

It is

said, that he afterwards joined the independents, took the

engagement, and all other oaths that followed to the restora-

tion.! He was certainly a man of a most worthy character,

* Biog. Britan. vol. vii. p. 4383. Edit. 1747.

+ Mede's Works, p. 804, 863—866.

J Mather's flist. of New Eng. b. iii. p. 39, 40.

^ S\lvester's Life of Baxter, part i. p. IIT.

I Papers of Accom. p. 13. 1 Wood's Athens Oxon. vol. i. p. 850.
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and was exceedingly revered and beloved by numerous pcr^

sons highly distinguished for learning and piety; among
whom, it would be a great omission not to mention the

famous Sir Robert Boyle, who was his kind friend.* In

the great design of promoting concord among christians, he

discovered a most excellent spirit, and was indefatigably

laborious. Tiiough he was not so successful as the best of

christians desired, his endeavours were certainly useful.

Through the whole, he acted upon the most generous and

worthy principles. This will appear from his letter, dated

July, IbbO, addressed to the Lord Chancellor Hide ; which

was as follows:

« My Lord,
" In the application which I made to your ho-

nour when you were at the Hague, I offered the fruit of my
thirty years labours towards healing the breaches of protest-

ants ; and this I did as one wIjo never had served the turn

of any party, or have been biassed by particular interests

for any advantage to myself; but walking in the light by
rules and principles, have stood free from all in matters of

strife, to be able to serve through love. My way hath been.

and is, to solicit the means of peace and truth amongst the

dissenting parties, to do good offices, and to quiet their dis-

contents, and I must still continue in this way if I should

be useful. But not being rightly understood in my aims
and principles, I have been constrained to give this brief

account thereof, as well to rectify the misconstruction of

former actings, as to prevent further mistakes concerning my
way : that such as love not to foment prejudices may be
clear in their thoughts concerning me; and may know where
to find me, if they would discern me or any of the talents

whicli God hath bestowed upon mc for the public welfare of

his churches, \\hich is my Avhole aim ; and wherein I hope
to persevere unto the end, as the Lord shall enable me, to

be without offence unto all, with a sinc(h'e purpose to

approve njyself to his majesty in all faithfulness.

" Your lordship's most humble servant in Christ,

"JohnDury."

During the same month he sent another letter, giving an
account of certain proceedings relative to the universal

pacification among christians. It was addressed to the

Earl of Manchester, lord chamberlain of his majesty's

« Biog. Biitan. toI. ii. p. 497. Edit. 1778.
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liouseliold.* The author now cited denominates Mr. Dury
" the Lithuanian scholar," and observes that in December,
1660, he was presented, by favour of the Earl of Man-
chester, with so much of the J^ithuanian Bible as was
then printed, which was down to the Chronicles.+ Thus,
Mr. Dury lived till after the restoration, but does not appear
to have conformed, nor yet to have been ejected. Every
thing seems to have giv<'n way to his favourite object;

therefore he most probably discontinued his stated minis-

terial exercises some time before this period.

His Works.—1. Consiiltatio Tlieolo^ica super iieofotio pacis
Ecclesiast. 1641.—2. Epistolary Discourse to Tho. Goodwin, Pli. Nye,
and Sam. Hartlib, 1642.—3. Of Presbytery and Independency, 1646.—t. Model of Church Government, 1647.—5. Peace-maker the
Gospel way, 1648.—6. Seasonable Discourse for Reformation, 1649.

—

7. 'Phe reformed School, 1650.—8, The reformed Library-Keeper,
1650.—9. IJibliotheca Augusta .sereniss. Princ. D. Augnsti Diicis

Brunovicensis etc., 1650.— 10. The unchanged, constant, and single-

hearted Peace-maker drawn forth into the World : or, a Vindication
of John Dmy from the Aspersions cast upon iiim in a nameless
Pamphlet, called,' 'J'he time-serving Proteus, and ambidexter ]3ivine,

uncased to the W orld,' 1650.— 11. Supplement to the reformed School,
1651.—12. Earnest Plea for Gospel Communion, 1654.— 13. A Sum-
mary Platform of Divinity, 1654.— 14. A Declaration of John Dury
to make known the Truth of his Way and Deportment in all these

Times of Trouble, 1660.—15. Ircuicorum Tractatuum Prodromus,
1662.—And some others.

Henry Whitfield was the son of an eminent lawyer;
and, his father designing him for the law, he was educated
first in one of the universities, then at the inns of court.

He was inclined to religion from a child ; and as he grew
up to years of maturity, being desirous to be employed in

preaching the gospel, he gave up all thoughts of the law,

and entered upon the ministerial function. He became
minister of Ockham in Surrey; at which place, as also in

the adjacent country, his labours were wonderfully blessed

in the conversion of souls. During the period of twenty
years he remained a conformist, but was highly esteemed by
all pious nonconformists, many of whom, under the molesta-

tions and persecutions of the bishops, were sheltered under his

roof. At length, however, upon mature investigation and
thorough conviction, he could no longer conform to the

church of Enijlaud. This soon brought him into those

• Kennet's Cbronicle, p. 197, 19S. + Ibid, p. 668.
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troubles from wliicli be bad protected others. He was pro-

secuted by Arcbbisliop Laud, particularly for reiuhiisig !o

read the Book of Sports.* Mr. Whitfield, being a man of

great moderation and self-denial, would not contend m ith

the metropolitical power of the archbishop ; but peaceably

resigned his benefice and the public cbirge of iiis flock.

As there was no prosp::ct of any reformation of the church,

nor of his further employ in the ministry in his native

country, he sold his estate, and, in the year IdSD, r< trr d to

Nrw England. Msny of bis religious friends and ac=

quaiiitt'nces accompanied him : who. up ju t'leir r^rriv.il,

began a n"w plantation, and called the place of their settle-

ment Guildford. There tliey formed iliem.selves into a

christian society, choosing Mv. Whitfitid to th office of

pastor. Attrr sojourning hi Guildford elev<'n years, pa-

tiently enduring the hardships of the new colony; and
having a prtssirg inviiatlon to his nat've country, he
returned t ; Englaiul in 1650. On his arrival, lie was most
cordially received by iiis old friends, and highly respected

by some of the first persons in the nation. lie settled in the

minis'r_y at Winchs ster, where he probably continued the

rest of h-'^ days. He was an ex ellent preacher, eminent
for li!;erality and sel'-denial, and appears to have died

about the rcsloation.f He was author of a work entitled,

" Some Help to stir up to Christian Duties," 1636.

Adoniuam Bvfield, a. M.—This pious divine was the

son of Mr. Nicholas Byfield, another worthy puritan, and
educated in Emanuel college, Cambridge. In the year
1642 he became chaplain to Sir Henry Colmly's regiment,

in the parliament's army ; and the year following was
appointed scribe to the assembly of divines, being, accord-

ing to Wood, " a most zealous cove;ianter.":j: Upon the

first publication of the Directory, by order of the parlia-

ment, the profits arising from the sale of it were bestowed
upon Mr. Byfield and Mr. Henry Roborough, the other

scribe, who .sold the copy, it is said, for several hundred
pounds^ In the year 1646, when the "Confession of

Faith" was drawn up by the assembly of divines, Mr.
Byfield, Mr. Thomas Wilson, and Mr. Stanley Gowcr, were

'

* Prynne's Cant, Doome, p. 151.

+ Mather's Hist, of New England, b. iii. p. 217, 218.
:j: Athcnae Oxon. vol. ii. p. 229.

{ Fuller's Church Hist. b. xi. p. 222.
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appointed to collect proofs of the various articles from
scripture ; all of which, upon the exaraiiiatioii of the

assembly, were inserted in liie margin ; and the jear fol-

lowing, when it was printed, Mr. Bvfield, by order of the

house of commons, delivered a copy to each member of the

house,*

He was rector of Fulliam in Middlesex ; and after the

wars, he became rector of Collingborn-Ducis in Wilt-
shire. Upon his removal to the latter situation, he was
nominated assistant to the commissioners in that county
for ejecting ignorant and scandalous ministers. In this

capacity he was not likely to escape the bitter censures of
Dr. Walker; avIio endeavours to prove, that in the exami-
nation of Mr. Bushnell, he was not only too officious, but
guilty of some illegal proceeding. The charges are sup-

ported, however, by very slender evidence, or rather no
evidence at all.t Mr. Byfield is one of those few writers,

says Granger, who have, by name, been stigmatized by Butler,

in his " Hudibras." This may be true, and he might be,

as he was in truth, a very pious, excellent, and useful

divine. He observes, that Mr. Byfield was said to have-

been a broken apothecary ; that he was of special note

;

and a very active zealot in the busy and boisterous reign of

Charles I. ; and then adds, that his portrait was published,
" with a windmill on his head, and the devil blowing the

sails.''! The best of men have, in all ages, suffered the

vile reproaches of the wicked, who frequently acv^ount them
" the offscouring of all things." Mr. Byfield, with two or

three others, assisted Dr. Chambers in compiling his

" Apology for the Ministers of the County of Wiltshire,"

1654. He died in the year 1660. § Mr. Isaac Knight, his

successor at Fulham, and Mr. Daniel Burgess, his suc-

cessor at Collingborn, were both ejected nonconformists

in 1662.11

CoNSTANTiNE Jessop, A.M.—This person was the son

of Mr. John Jessop, minister of Pembroke, born in the

year 1602, and educated in Jesus college, Oxford. Having
passed through a regular course of study in that university,

he went into Ireland, and entered Trinity college, Dublin;

* Nfal's Puritans, vol. iii. p. 351.

+ Walker's Attempt, part i. p. 182—194.

X Granger's Biog. Hist. vol. ii. p. 187c S Wood's Atiienar , vol. ii. p. 230.

II
Palmer's Noucon. JNlem. vol. ii. p. 447. iii. 361.
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but after some time returned to Oxforrl. About the year

1632 he entered into the ministerial office ; and, upon the

commencement of the civil war, he espoused the cause of

the parlianicnt, took the covenant, and succeeded the cele-

brated I)r John Owen, as minister of Cougcshall in Essex.

Having- contiimed his ministi rial h.hours for some time at

this place, he removed to VVimborn-Mhister in Dorsetshire;

in which county he was appointetl assistant to the commis-

sioners for ejecting ignorant and scandalous ministers and
schoolmasters. He did not, however, continue in this

situation many years, but became rector oi Tyfiekl in Essex,

where he died about the year 1660, aged fifty-eight years.

Th<' Oxford historian d •nomina<es him " a l< arued, failhtul,

and suffering minister of Jesus (Jiirist."* He was author of
^' The Angel of tlie Church < f Ephesus, no Bishop of

Ejjhesus," 1644; and a piece " Concerning the Nature

of the Covenant of Grace ; w herein is a Discovery ot the

Judgment of Dr. Twisse in the point of Justification,

clearing him therein from Antinomianism," 1655.

Henry Dennf,.—This zealous person was educated in

the university of Cambridge, and ordained by the Bishop of

St. David's about the year 1630. Afterwards he signalized

hiruself by his preaching and writings, his disputing and
sufferi- gs. He entered upon his ministerial labours at

Pirton in ilertfordshire, where he remained about ten years,

and was much beloved and respected by his parishioners.

In the year 1641 he was appointed to preach at a visitation

h«ld at Baldock in the s;ime county. This occasioned hira

to be more publiciy known, and made him many friends

and enemies. He had always been suspected of puritanism.

The difference now subsisting betwixt the king and parlia-

ment gave many ministers an opportunity of declaring

their sentiments mon operdy, and of endeavouring to pro-

mote (he desired reformation of the church. Among tliese

was Mr. D^'nne, who embraced this opportunity of exposing
the sin of persecution, the vices of the clergy, and the

numerous corruptions in tlie worship and discipline of the

established church. The introduction to his sermon was
extremely singular, but discovered considerable ingenuity.

His text was John v. 35. He was a burning and a shining

lighty andye were willingfor a season to rejoice in his lightc

* Wood's Athense Oxon. vol, ii, p. 176, 1T6.
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In the semion he freely censured (he principal evils of the

time, and laid open the numerous vices of tiie clergy; par-
ticularly their pride, their covetousness, their pluralities,

and nonresidence. His applications were close and search-

ing; one instance of which it may not be improper to give.

The court for receiving presentments against nonconformists

being held at those visitations, after having enumerated and
exposed some ot the most flagrant crimes of the clergy with
great freedom, he said, " I must call upon those in autho-

rity, that they would make diligent search after tliese foxes.

If the courts had been as diligent to fitid out these, as non-

conformable ministers ; surel}^ by this time the church would
have been as free from tJiem, as the land is from zcohes.

But they have preferred the traditions of men before the

commandments of God. I tell you, that conformity hath
ever fared the worse tor their sakes, who, breaking the com-
mandments of God, think to make amends by conformity to

the traditions of men."
During the delivery of the sermon, some of the clergy

could hardly exercise patience to hear it out; and after-

wards there was so great a noise in the country, and so many
false reports were propagated against both tiie preacher and
the sermon, that he was obliged to publisli it in his own
defence. From this time he began to be much noticed, not
only as a man of considerable parts, but as one suitable to

help forwards the reformation of tlie church. The revolu-

tion which soon after took place in the state occasioned a
material alteration in the affairs of religion. Many learned

men were led to a closer study of the sacred scriptures, as

well as a more accurate investigation ofsome doctrines, then
generally received as true. Of this number was Mr. Denne,
who, judging that the baptism of infants had no foundation
in scripture, or in the purest ages of the church, publicly
professed himself a baptist, and, about the year 1643, was
baptized by immersion. He immediately joined himself to

Mr. Lamb's church, meeting in Bell-alley, Coleman-street,

London ; where he still continued to preach, as well as in

different parts of the country.*

This change in Mr. Denne's sentiments exposed him to

the resentment of the ruling powers, wlio put frequent ob-

structions in the way of his preaching and public useful-

ness. In the year 1644 he was apprehended in Cambridge-
shire, by the committee of that county, and sent to prison

* Crosby's Hist, of Baptists, vol. i. p. 297—302.
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for preaching against infant baptism. Having suffered

confinement for some time, his case, through the intercession

of friends, was referred to a committee of parliament. He
was accordingly sent up to London, where he was kept
prisoner in Lord Pctre's house in Akkrsgate-street, till the

committee heard his case and released him.*

At this time there was confined in the same prison, the

learned Dr. Daniel Featly, famous for his opposition to

the baptists. The doctor having just published bis book,
entitled, " The Dippers Dipt ; or, the Anabnptiits Ducked
and Plunged over Head and Ears, at a Disputation in

Southwark," it was laid in the way of Mr. Denne, who
having read it, thought himself called upon to defend his

principles. lie therefore challenged the^doctor to a dispu-

tation, which being accepted, Mr. Denne is reported to have
had the best of the argument, and tiuit-the doctor declined

proceeding further, under pretence that it was dangerous so

to do without a license from government. Mr. Denne,
upon the invitation of the doctor, immediately set about
answering the book, and in the course of a few weeks pro-

duced a very learned and ingenious reply.

After his release, notwithstanding the obnoxious nature of

his opinions, Mr. Denne obtained, by some means, tJie

vicarage of Eltisley in Cambridgeshire, where he preached
publicly in the churcl), and was much followed. But this

excited the jealousy and opposition of the psesbyterians.

Having, on a certain occasion, to preacii a lecture at St.

Ives in Huntingdonshire, the committee of the county

issued an order to pr vent him ; upon which he went into

a neighbouring church-yard, and preached under a tree to a

great number of people, and to the great mortification of his

opponents. In June, 1646, he was again comm tted to

prison, for preaching his own sentiments and baptizing by
immersion, at Spaldi'ig in Lincolnshire. Here his cliief

persecutors were two justices, wlu» sent the constable on the

Lord's day morning to apprehend him. Their object was
to prevent him preaching ; for, to tlieir great mortification,,

multitudes flocked to hear hiju. Upon t!)e examination of

his case, the only crime bronglit against him was that of

dipping, and only one person could be produced in evidence

of the" charge. Whrn first call d before his spiritual

judges, he was urged to accuse Jiini^^elf ; but this he utterly

refused. The single witness produced in proof of the

* Edwards's Gangraana, part i. p. 7T.
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clmrg-f* was one Anne Jarrat, Avbo, June 22, 1646, made
the ioilowuig deposiuon: " This examinate saitli, on Wed-
weaA y hiA. in the nighf, about eleven or twelve o'clock,

A'f.ii -tennet and Anne Smith, the servants of John
Mai kernesse, did call out this examinate <o go with them
to ihc iat;e croil, with whom this examinate did go; and
t:(>niirig thither, Master Denne, and John Mackernosse,

and* '1 .-irauger or two, tlid follow at'ter. And beings

come Jo the river-side, Master Derme went inta the water,

and there did bap ,ze Anne Stennel, Arme Smit'n, Godfrey
Rooic, an;! tIoh(. Sowter, in this examinate's presence."*

Ii w-is accomited a sad crinjeto perform this ceremony in

the nto^lit. The oppressions of the times not sullering it to

b(! observed in open day, ought, however, to bear all the

blanse. Though his persecutors discovered a m st intole-

rant spirit, and by their extreme bigotry, exposed them-
selves to t!ie reproach of all unbiassed minds, tht y succeeded
in one thing according to their wishes. For, through their

repeated oppressive proceedings, Mr. Denne was at length

obliged to quit his living ; and seeing no prospect of useful-

ness in the church, he went into the army. As he was a
man of great courage and zeal for the liberties of his

country, he behaved himself so well in the character of a
soldier, as to gain a reputation not inferior to many who had
made it the prolession of their lives. At the conclusion of

the war he returned to his former exercise of preaching, and
took every opportunity of defending his principles.

In the year 1658 Mr. Deime was engaged in a dispute

concerning baptism with Dr. Gunning, in St. Clement's

church, near Temple-bar, London. The disputation lasted

two days ; and he is said to have afforded strong proofs of

his abilities and learning, as a good scholar and a complete

disputant. Indeed, he was accounted by one who had a
considerable hand iii the public affairs of the nation, " the

ablest man in the kingdom for prayer, expcmnding, and
preaching." In his views of the doctrines of the gospel he

took the middle way, with Bishop Usher, Bishop Davenant,
Mr. Baxter, and others. + Mr. Edwards, who was never

suspected of partiality to tliose called sectarians, acknow-
ledges " that he had a very affectionate way of preaching,

and was much esteemed among the people;" yet he deno-

minates him a great antinornian, and a desperate arminianr^X

Another writer observes, that he was formerly " a high altar-

Edwards's Gangrsena, part iii. p. 86, 87.

+ Crosby's Baptists, vol. i. p. 221—224,302—307.

J Edwards's Gangrsua, part i. p. 76, 77.



380 LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

man, a bower at the name of Jesus, and a conformist to the

abominable innovations introduced by Canterbury ; that he

opposed the remonstrance and the petition of the well-

affected, pleading for a riddance of e]>iscopacy, the cere-

monies, and other corruptions; and that he was a rigid

arrainian, an enemy to free grace, and an anlinomian."*

Mr. Denne united with his brethren, the baptist ministers in

London, in their protestation against Vennei's insurrection,

and in avowing their unshaken loyalty to the king.f His
death is supposed to have taken place towards the close of

the year 1660. After his interment the following lines

were put upon his grave-stone

:

To tell his wisdom, learning, goodness, unto men,
I need to say no more, but here lies Henry Denne.

His Works.— 1. The Doctrine and Conversion of John the Bap-
tist: a Visitation Sermon, 1642.—2. Antichrist Unmasked, 1644.

—

3. The Foundation of Children's Baptism Discovered and Raised,

1645.—4. The Man of Sin discovered, whom the Lord will destroy

with the Brightness of his coming, 1645.—5. The Drag-Net of the

Kingdom of Heaven ; or, Christ drawing all jMen, 1646.—6. The
Levellers Design discovered, 1649.—7. A Contention for the Truth;
in two Public Disputations between Dr. Gunning and Henry Denne,
concerning Infant-Baptism, 1658.—8. Grace, Mercy, and Peace.

Francis Taylor, A.M.—This excellent divine was for

some time rector of Clapham in Surrey, and afterwards rector

of Yalding in Kent, to one of which places he was presented

by Archbishop Laud.} In the year 1643 he was chosen

one of the assembly of divines, and paid constant attendance.

In the assembly he discovered great learning and modera-

tion. His distinguished abilities and erudition were, how-
ever, most richly displayed in his writings. He wrote the

Annotations upon Proverbs, in the Assembly's Annotations,

as they arc commonly called. He was most famous in all

kinds of Hebrew learning and Jewish antiquities. He held

a correspondence with Boetius, Archbishop Usher, and the

most celebrated scholars of his time. Among the letters to

the archbishop, still preserved, there is one from Mr. Taylor,

dated from Clapham, in 1635. § Upon his removal from

Yalding, he became preacher at Christ's church in the city

of Canterbury, where he appears to have died about the

restoration. He left behind him the character of an able

* Rutherford's Survey of Antichrist, part i. p. 193. Edit. 1641.

+ Keniiet's Chronicle, p. 358.

4: Wharton's Troubles of Laud, vol. i. p. 369.

\ Parr's Life of Usher, p. 475.
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critic and a most celebrated divine.* He had a son of
the same name, who, though he lost his sight by tlie small-

pox, while a student in Cambridge, was a minister of good
learning, genuine piety, and great usefulness ; but was
silenced and imprisoned in 1662a

His Works.— I. The Danger of Vowes Neglected, and the Neces-
sitie of Reformation, a Sermon before the House of Lords, at the late

solemn Fast in the Abbey-church, Westminster, May 27, 1646— 1646.

—2. God's Glory in Man's Happiness, 1654.—3. Opuscula Rabbinica,

1654.^4. Examen Prefationis Morini in Biblia Graeca de Textxis

Ebraici Corruptione, 1660.—5. Tractatus de Patribus Rabbi Natlian.

— 6. Capitula Patrum.—And most probably some others.

Evan Bowen appears to have been born in Wales, where

lie laboured in the work of the ministry. He was employed
for some time in the Principality as one of the itinerant

preachers, whom Dr. Walker profanely denominates gospel-

postillions.t Afterwards he obtained a settled ministry. Mr.

William Williams being ejected for some delinquency, he

was appointed by the commissioners to be his successor at

Llanafan. Dr. Walker mentions this affair more than once.

He observes that there were four thousand souls in the

parish ; and brings four separate charges against Mr.

Bowen : as, " That he had been an itinerant, and had received

a salary for his labours, as appeared from the account of the

sequestration." We may, therefore, suppose he was a man of

approved abilities for so laborious an office; and he might

have been many years employed in the ministry. After he

had proved himself to be an able minister of the gospel, he

would be accounted no unfit person for the charge of so

large a parish.
" He was fifty-five years ofage." This is a heavy charge,

indeed ! if such a number of years necessarily disqualify a

man for the ministerial work. This, surely, could be no great

blemish in his character. By the experience of many years,

and a long acquaintance with the world, he would not be less

qualified for the numerous duties of so popidous a parish.

But " he was a mason by occupation." The charge

may be true, and be no greater blemish in his character

than his years. Dr. Walker himself mentions several cler-

gymen who kept tippling-houses, and, surely, the occupation

of a mason will not De accounted less honourable. But the

• Neal's Puritans, vol. iv. p. 271.

+ Palmer's Noncon. Mem. vol. ii. p. 393.

j Walker's Attempt, part i. p. 159.
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fact raost probably was, thai, Mr. Bowen, when a youth, or

during the former part of his life, iia : been employed in

this business ; and what disgrace was there in this ? if t}ie

doctor had said, that he iollowed his tra.'e even while he

was an itinetani, it would have shewn him to be a man of

most extrafrdniriry abilities, and the charge would have

been no great crime.
" He wis uci aught in the English tongue, and confessed

lie had never read the Primer in English."* Had he been

well taught in the English tongue, it would have been no

very iniportant qualification for preaching among the moun-
tains of IVales. Ther^ were tiiou. ands of excellent scholars

who never read the Fnmer. The puritans were not very

partial to that book. The truth is, Mr. Bowen was a most
labori(;us, acceptable and useful preacher. H<' was a noncon-

formist to t lie established church, and supposed to have been

of the baptist denomination. He died about the year 1(360.+

Walter 'Cuadock was descended from a reputable

fiimily, born at Trelela, near Llangeven in Monmouthshire,
and educated at Oxford, most probably with a design to the

christian ministry. Upon his return from the university,

having heard of the fame of Mr. Wroth, a zealous puritan

rainister in VV^ah s, and of his singular way of preaching,

he had the curiosity to go and hear him. The liappy con-

sequence was, that he believed Mr. Wroth was a true

minister of (Jhritt ; was fully convinced of the truth and
importance of his doctrine; and began himself not long

after to preach the same gospel, with much concern for the

salvation of his countrymen. Afterwards he bee.'me curate

to Mr. V/illiam Erbery, another z alous puritan, who was
vicar of St. Mary's church, Cardiff, in Glamorganshire.

Mr. Cradock was resnarkably zealous an<l courageous in the

cause of Christ ; on which account the Bishop of LandaiF

calls him " a bold ignorant young fellow ;" and says, " he

was very disobedient to his majesty's instructions," most

probably by refusing to read the Book of Sports, and that

he preached very schisraatical and dmgerous doctrine; for

which he suspended him and deprived him of his curacy.

For proof of his dis )bedience, and pf his schismatical

'

and dangerous doctrine, Iris lordship observes, " that

lie used this base and unchristian passage in the pulpit:

» Walker's AUeiiipt, part i. p. 161. ii. 409.

+ Thomas's MS. Hist, p, 129.

1
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That God so loved the world, that he sent his Son to live like a
slave, and die like a beast.'''* These troubles came upon him
in the jear 1634.

Mr. Cradock having received the episcopal censure, and
lyeing driven from his stated ministerial exercises, he preached
up and down tlie country as he found an opportunity,
sometimes in the churches and sometimes out of them. In
imitation of his Master, " he went about doing- good," and
wherever he could procure hearers, there he preached. He
was uncommonly zealous and laborious, and preached in
most places throughout north and south Wales, with great
acceptance and usefulness. + His fame spread through the
country, and his labours were made a blessing to the people.
This gave him comfort and encouragement in his work. His
raiuistry was instrumenlal in llie conversion of Mr. Vavasor
Powell, wiio became his zealous fellow-labourer in the vine-
yard of the Lord-t

In the year 1639, Mr. Cradock, with the assistance of
Mr. Wroth, formed a church according to the model of the
independents, at Llanfaches.§ About the same time he
settled at Wrexham, where he preached in the church. His
constant and laborious preaching made him many ei>emies

;

and his name is said to have made so deep an impression on
their minds, that they denominated all persons eminent for

piety, Cradockims. It was accounted a sufficient reproach
to call them by his name; whicli, in fact, was conferring
no small honour upon him, and was no real disgrace to

them. This term of supposed reproach continued in prac-
tice above a hundred years-H By Mr. Cradock's ministry at

Wrexham many sinners were called " from darkness to light,

and from the power of Satan to God ;" among whom were
Mr. Morgan Lloyd and Mr. David ab Hugh, who afterwards
became eminent ministers of the gospel.n"

During the confusion of the civil wars, this pious divine
wns obliged to leave Wrexham; and being driven out of
Wales, he fled to London, where he became pastor of

* The king, in his remark on this expression, obserres, that this was not
much unlike that not long since uttered : " That the Jews crucified Christ
like a damned rogue between two thieves." Tken, surelv, the roya!
comment was equally schismatical as the iextM— Wharton's Trouhkn of
Laud, vol. i. p. 533.

+ Cradock's Works, Pref. Edit. ISOO.

^ Life of Vavasor Powell, p. 106. Edit. 1671.

4 Thomas's MS. Materials, p. 131.

II
Thomas's MS. Hist, of Baptists, p. 169.

5 Thomas's MS. Eccl. Hist. p. 2S9.
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Alhallows the Great. In this situation he continued till

things became more settled in the nation, and then, with

several others, resumed his labours in his native country. It

does not appear, however, that he returned to his former

charge at Wrexham, or to any other stated ministry, but was
employed, with many others, as an itinerant, under the direc-

tion of the parliament, for propagating the gospel in Wales.

He was a leading man among the travelling gospellers, as Dr.

Walker is pleased to call them ;* and went from place to

place preaching the word of God with great popularity and

success. '1 his incurred the displeasure and roused the malice

of his enemies. The writer just mentioned cannot speak of

him without misrepresentation and abuse. He observes that

Mr. Cradock, Mr. Powell, and other enthusiasts, represented

their countrymen to the parliament " as pagans and infidels,

and a people that understood nothing of God, or of the

power of godliness ; and so had need be converted to the

faith." From the deploiable darkness which at this time

overspread the whole of the Principality, there was certainly

too much truth in this representation. But he adds, " that

they made it their business, by all possible methods of

calumny and reproach, to decry not only the old ministers,

but the ministry itself, and the tiliies and revenues, as Baby-
lonish and antichristian ; and this they did from the pulpit,

with all the bitter railinus and invectives that can be imagined."f

They undoubtedly disapproved of the ceremonies, govern-

ment, and persecution of the church of England, as savouring

too much of the church of Rome. They might also endea-

vour to instil the same sentiment in the minds of the people.

This was certainly the practice among all parties. In those

distracted times, all ministers, whether friends or enemies to

the established church, laboured to propagate their own
opinions. And, surely, if they believed their opinions to be
the truth, they were sufficiently authorized so to do, provided

they proceeded with christian moderation. That Mr. Cradock,

or his brethren, acted at all inconsistent with sound Chris-

tianity, could appear only to Dr. Walker and writers of a

similar spirit, whose pens are always dipped in gall.

It was impossible for him to escape the bitter censures of

Mr. Edwards's presbyterian bigotry. This intolerant writer

says, " There is one Master Cradock, who came out of
Wales, and is going thither again to be an itinerary preacher,

who declined coming to the assembly ; but now lately, seeing

* Walker's Attempt, part i. p. 138. + Ibid. p. 147, 159.



CRADOCK. 385

the pay could not be had without the concurrence of the

lords, and having made solne leading men his friends, he
came to be examined, and is passed. Besides that he hath

gathered a church, and administered the Lord's supper in a

house at evening, he hath preached many odd things in the

city, strains tending to antinomianism and libertinism, speak-

ing against men of an Old Testament spirit, and how poor
drunkards and adulterers could not look into one of our
churches but hell tire must be flashed in their faces. That,
if a saint should commit a gross sin, and, upon the commission
of it, should be startled at it, that would be a great sin in

him." This heavy charge appears, however, to be without

the least foundation, and stands directly opposed to Mr.
Cradock's clear and consistent views of the gospel, and his

uniform christian character.

The bigoted historian also observes of our pious divine

:

" That lately he preached on that text in Thames-street,

Ife are not of the night, but of the day ; when he delivered

matter to this effect ; that since the apostles' times, or pre-

sently after, there had been a great night, but now the day

was breaking out after a long night, and light was coming
every day more than other; and there were many gospel

privileges, and of the new Jerusalem that we should then

enjoy. In that day there should be no ordinances to punish

men for holding opinions ; there should be no confessions of

faith ; there every one should have the liberty of their con-

sciences, as in Micah it is prophesied of those gospel times

:

All people will zcalk every one in the name of his gofl, and zee

will zcalk in the name of the Lord our God,for ever and ever

;

which place was brought by him for liberty of conscience

;

and in that day neither episcopacy, nor presbytery, nor any
others should intermeddle or invade the rights of the saints.

Many sucli Ihngs he had ; and this sermon was preached just

at the time when the ordinance against heresies was taken

into debate, and the confessitm of faith to be brought into the

house of commons : so that by these and many more par-

ticulars, his frequent hints about dipping, and suffering such,

shews what are the hrst fruits of these itinerary preachers, and
what a sad thing it is, that men so principled should go among
such people as the Welsh, with so large a power of preaching

as he and his fellows have."* Mr. Cradock was a zealous

advocate for religious liberty and universal toleration, as the

• Edwards's Gaograena, part iij. p. 163.

VOL. III. 2 c
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birthright of man, which awakened the intolerance of this

furious presbyteriau.

He was a man of an excellent character and of high repu-

tation; therefore, in the year 1653, he was appointed by the

parliament to be one of the committee for the approbation

of public preachers, commonly called tryers. Here his

name is classed with those of Dr. Owen, Dr. Goodwin,

Dr. Manton, and many other celebrated divines.* This

probably called him out of Wales, and brought him back to

London. He died about the year 1660. Mr. Cradock was

an independent in his views of church government ; but he

could agree in the important doctrines of the gospel, with'

those who differed from him in matters of discipUne. He
had a low opinion of himself, and a very high esteem for his

Lord and Master. He excelled in clear views of the doctrine

ofjustification by the imputed righteousness of Christ, and in

the great simplicity of his manner of preaching.+ His
" Works," consisting of sermons, expositions, and observa-

tions, were collected and published in one volume octavo in

the year 1800. By his zealous endeavours he procured

the New Testament to be printed in Welsh, for the use of

the common people.

t

William JeffEry was the son of pious parents, born at

Penhurst in Kent, about the year 1016, and afterwards lived

at Seven-oaks in the same county ; where he and his brother

David were the chief supporters, if not the founders, of a

congregation of baptists. He was chosen pastor to this con-

gregation, which greatly increased under his zealous and labo-

rious ministry. At the time of his ordination to the pastoral

office, it was denominated the church of Bradburn ; and

afterwards that which assembled at Bedsell's-green. He did

not confine his labours to any one place ; but, while he took

particular care of his own flock, he extended his labours to

distant places in the country. By his unwearied assiduity,

many separate congregations were raised, and a church was

formed about Speldhurst and Pembury, over which Mr. John

Care was ordained elder. This church afterwards removed

to Tunbridge-wells. By the united labours of Mr. Jeffery

and several others, it is said there were more than tzcenty

particular congregations gathered in the county of Kent;

* Scobell's CoUec. partii. p. 2T9. + Cradock's Work*, Pref.

t Parliament Explained, p. 29. £dit. 1646.
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which, with very little variation, continued many years, and
some of them were very respeclable interests. The great

object of this constant and faill.ful labourer was to preach
and establish the fundamental truths of the gospel, without
entering upon points of controversy and matteis of mere
speculation. He was very zealous in maintaining die love of
God ; a vigorous and successful piomoter of the mterests of
the baptists ; and one who suffered much with great patience

and pleasure in his Master's cause. He had several disputa-

tions with the episcopalians, the independents, and quakers.
With the last, he and Mr. Matthew Caffin had several con-
tests. He was author of a piece entitled, " The whole Faith

of Man ; being the Gospel declared in plainness, as it is in

Jesus, and the way thereof, of old confirmed by divers signs,

wonders, miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost," second
edition, printed in ItJoQ-

The following anecdote is related of Mr. JefFery's congre-
gation :—The magistrates of Seven-oaks sent their officers to

his congregation, then meeting at Bradburn ; who took all the

men into custody, and carried them up to the town, where
they were kept prisoners during the night. The following

day, when the justices were assembled, the prisoners were
brought before them, and they underwent an examination

;

after which they were dismissed. They all, with one heart,

full of wonder and joy, returned to the meeting-house whence
they were carried, to return their united thanks to God for

this unexpected deliverance. When they entered the place,

to their great surprize and inexpressible joy, they found the

women there, who had not departed from the house of God,
but spent the whole night, and following morning, in fasting

and prayer to God in their behalf.*

Mr. Jeflfery survived the restoration, and bore his share of
persecution with the rest of his brethren; on account of
which, they unitedly published an address to the king, the

parliament, and the people, entitled, " Sion's Groans for her
Distressed : or, sober endeavours to prevent innocent blood,"

&c. This is dated March 8, I66I, and is signed by Thomas
Monck, William Jeffery, William Reynolds, Joseph Wright,

Francis Stanley, Francis Smith, and George Hammon.
Many pious and worthy persons were now prisoners in

Maidstone jail, among whom were Mr. Jeffery, Mr, John
Reeve his colleague, Mr. George Hammon a minister at

Canterbury, and Mr. James Blackmore, minister at some

» Crosby's Baptists, vol. iii. p. 97—100.
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other place in Kent. These persecuted servants of Christ,

while under the cruel rod of oppression, published a work

entitled, " The humble Petition, and Representation of the

Suflferinffs of several peaceable and innocent subjects, called

II. King of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, and the

dominions thereunto belonging," and is as follows :*

" May it please your majesty,

" For as much as by authority derived from yourself;

several of us your subjects, inhabitants in the county of Kent,

are now imprisoned ; it therefore much concerns thee, oh

king, to hear what account we give of our distressed condition.

Thou hast already seen our confession of faith, wherein our

peaceable resolutions were declared. We have not violated

any part thereof, that should cause that liberty promised

from Breda to be withdrawn. And now for our principles

that most particularly relate to magistrates and government,

we have with all clearness laid them before thee ; humbly

beseeching they may be read patiently, and what we say

weighed in the balance of the sanctuary^ and then judge how
worthy we are of bonds and imprisonment. And this we
the more earnestly desiie, because not only our own lives are

in danger, but also an irresistible destruction cometh on our

wives asd little ones by that violence which is now exercised

on us. Disdain not our plainness in speaking, seeing the

great God accepts of the like. And now, oh king, that all

thy proceedings, both towards us and all men, may be such as

may be pleasing to the eternal God, in whose hands thy and

our breath are, who ere long shalljudge both quick and dead

according to their works, is the prayer of thy fahhful subjects

and servants."

After stating their sentiments respecting his majesty'*

authority, they conclude with an earnest supplication to be

released from their present bondage, and to enjoy the full

liberty of worshipping God. It is signed in the name of the

baptists now prisoners in the jail of Maidstone, by

William Jeffery, John Reeve,
George Hammon, James Blackmore.

It does not, however, appear what was the result of this

application to his majesty, nor when Mr. Jeffery and his bre-

thren were released from prison. He was a parson much

* Ivimey's Hist, of Baptists, p. 314, 315.
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esteemed for his steady piety and universal benevolence.

When he had finished his labours and his sufferings, he died

in a good old age, but at what period we cannot learn, and
was succeeded in the pastoral office by his son Mr. John
Jeffery.*

Christopher Blackwood received a learned educa-
tion, and was probably trained up at one of our universities.

He was beneficed in Kent, and possessed of a parochial

charge in that county at the commencement of the civil wars.
In the year 1644, Mr. Francis Cornwell, a zealous baptist,

having preached a visitation sermon at Cranbrook in Kent

;

and having openly declared his sentiments upon the subject

of baptism, Mr. Blackwood, who heard the sermon, and took it

down in short-hand, became a proselyte to his opinions.

Having changed his sentiments about baptism, he did not
long continue in the established church. He was equally

zealous against national churches, as against infant baptism.
Upon his leaving the ecclesiastical establishment, he collected

a separate congregation at Staplehurst in Kent; but his

sentiments being Calvinhiic, and contrary to those of the

society, he afterwards left it to the pastoral care of Mr.
Kingsnorth. He was a zealous advocate for liberty of con-
science, and as much opposed to the establishment of pres-

byterianism as episcopacy. In the first piece he published,
he joined together infant baptism and compulsion of con-
science, calling them " The two last and strongest garrisons

ol antichrist." He was accounted, by one who lived in those

tunes, " among those worthy guides, in all respects well

qualified for the ministry, who voluntarily left their benefices

in the establishment." In the year 1653 he went into Ire-

land with the army under the conunand of General Fleetwood
and Lieutenant Ludlow ; and preached to a congregation in

Dubhn.t He lived till after the restoration, and signed the

apology of the baptists in I66O, declaring against Venner's

insurrection.^

His Works.— 1. Tlie Stormino: of Antichrist in his two last and
strongest Garrisons, Compulsion of Conscience and Infant-baptism,
1G44.—2. A brief Catechism conccrninK Baptism, 1644.—3. Four
Treatises. First, the Excellency of Christ. Second, a Preparation

* Crosby's Baptists, vol. iii, p. 99.

+ Thurloe's State Papers, vol. iii. p. 90.

% Crosby's Baptists, toI. i. p. 347—3S1.
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for Deatli. Third, our Love to Christ. Fourth, our Love to our

Neighbours, 1653.—4. A Treatise conceniiiig Repeutauce, wherein

the Doctrine of Restitution is largely handled, 1663.—5. A Soul-

searching Catechism, 1653.—6. Aii Expo^tion of the ten first

Chapters of Matthew, deli^ered in Sermons, 1659.—7. Apostolical

Baptism ; or, a sober Rejoinder to a Treatise of Mr. Blake's.

William Taylor, A. M.—This worthy person was born

at Keighley m Yorkshire, Septembei 30, l6l6, and educated

in Magdalen-hall, Oxford. Having finished his studies at the

university, he was employed for some time m the capacity of

schoolmaster, at Keniton in Herefordshire, and afterw ards at

Cirencester in Gloucestershire. At the latter place he suc-

ceeded one Mr. Henry Toppe, who is said to have been

ejected by the puritanical tow nsmen. In the year l642 the

place was stormed and taken by the royal forces, when
Taylor was ejected, and Toppe restored. Mr. Taylor

being driven from the place, retired to London, became

minister at Bow, near the city, and afterwards at St. Stephen's

church, Coleman-street, in the place of Mr. John Goodwin,

who was turned out by the parliament. Here he met with

considerable opposition, and therefore resigned the place

;

upon which he preached for some time in a church in Wood-
street, and delivered a lecture every Lord's day at St. Giles's,

Cripplegate, and another on a week day at St. Peter's, Corn-

hill. It is said, that he was afterwards called by the rump
parliament to his former charge in Coleman-street, which he

kept to the day of his death ;* but, from the register of the

place, this manifestly appears to be a mistake. t Dr. Calamy

says he was ejected from St. Stephen's, Coleman-street, after

the restoration, but he afterwards corrected his improper

statement.^ Mr. Taylor united with his brethren, the London
ministers, in their declaration against the death of King

Charles ; when, it appears, he was pastor at the above place.§

He published several sermons, one of which is in the " Morn-

ing Exercise at St. Giles's," on Christ's Exaltation; and

collected and revised several of Mr. Christopher Love's ser-

mons, to which he prefixed recommendatory epistles. He
died September 5, l66l, and his remains were interred in the

chancel of the above church. Dr. William Spurstowe

preached and published his funeral sermon, giving a high

commendation of his character. Wood denominates him

* Wood's Athenae Oxen. vol. ii. p. 169. + Kennel's Chronicle, p. 793.

t Caiamy's ATOunt, vol. ii. p. 39.—Continuation, \ol. i. p. 58.

^ Ibid. vol. li. p. 744.
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" a frequent preacher, a laborious divine, a learned man in

his profession, and a zealous and loyal presbyterian."*

John James.—This unfortunate man was minister to

a baptist congregation which assembled in Bulstake-alley,

Whitechapel, London, observing the seventh day as the

sabbath. October 19, I66I, being assembled for public

worship, with the doors of their meeting-house open, they
were interrupted by Justice Chard and Wood theheadborough,
as Mr. James was preaching, whom they commanded in the

king's name to be silent and come down, charging him with

treason against his majesty. As Mr. James proceeded in his

discourse without noticing their summons, the headborough
approached him, and commanded him again to come down,
or he would pull him down. The disturbance then became
so great that he could not proceed, but told the headborough
he would not come down except he was pulled down ; upon
which he pulled him down and dragged him away. Mr. James
was charged by one Tipler, a man of base character, with
uttering certain treasonable w ords in his sermon. The men
and the women who were at the meeting were carried at the

same tnne, by sevens, before four justices, then sitting at the

Half-moon tavern; to whom they tendered the oath of allegi-

ance, and committed those who refused, some to Newgate,
and some to other prisons.

+

Afterwards the justices assembled in the meeting-house,

and sent for Mr. James. Li the mean time the lieutenant of
the Tower, pullnig a paper out of his pocket, said, he would
inform them what doctrine had that day been preached in that

place. Upon the reading of this paper, certain women
belonging to the meeting, and still detained, were asked how
they could hear such things delivered ; to which they, in the

fear of God, unanimously replied, " That they never heard

such words, as they should answer it before the Lord, and
they durst not lie." Nevertheless, upon the evidence of this

paper, taken from the mouth of Tipler, the prosecution of

Mr. James was founded. When he was brought before the

justices he underwent an examination; and among other

questions put to him were the following : W hen the lieute-

nant asked him whether he had not been before him before,

he answered, that he had. " And," said the lieutenant,

* Wood's Athene, vol. ii. p. 169.

+ Narrative of the Condemnation and Execution of Mr. James, p. 7, 8.

Edit. 1662.
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"were you not civilly used ?" "Yes," replied Mr. Jame?,
" and I thank you for your civility." " And x^ ere you not

counselled," said the lieutenant, " to take heed in future?"
*' Yes," said Mr. James, " I have taken heed, so far as I

could with a good conscience." Upon this, the lieutenant

said, " You shall stretch for it ; asid ii you be not hanged, I

will be hanged for you." To which Mr. James meekly re-

plied, " I am not careful in that matter : you can do no more
than the Lord shall permit you to do." Then said the

lieutenant, " 1 think you are not careful ; for you have a mind
to be hanged, as some of your holy brethren have before

you." Mr. James being asked whether he owned the Jif'tk

kingdom, and signifying in the afifirmative, they laughed at

him, and said, i/ozo t/iei/ had it from his ozcn mouth. He was
also charged with having learned to sound a trumpet, in order

to a rising with Venner's party ; when he said, there was a

friend of his who lodged in his house, and who, designing to

go to sea, and wishing to learn the sound, desired that he
might have liberty to be taught in his house : but he never

learned himself, neither was he at all concerned in that rising,

judging it to be a rash act. The lieutenant of the Tower
then called in Captain Hodgskin, who commanded the party

of soldiers standing at the door, and said, " Take this man, be
careful of him, and commit him close prisoner to Newgate,"
and gave him a warrant for that purpose.*

November 14lh, Mr. James was brought to the bar in the

King's-bench, Westminster, and was indicted, 1. " For com-
passing and imagining the king's death.—2. For endeavour-

ing to levy war against the king.—3. For endeavouring a
change of government." In compassing, imagining, and
contriving the king's death, he was charged with having

maliciously, traiterously, and by instigation of the devil, not
having the fear of God before his eyes, declared these words:
" I'hat the king was a bloody tyrant, a blood-sucker, and a
" blood-thirsty man, and his nobles the same.—That the king

* This warrant was as follows:—" To the keeper of the goal of Newgate,
" or his deputy, Middlesex,
" These are in the king's majesty's name, to require you to receive info

" your custody, the body of John James, whom we send you herewith;
" being taken this present day at a coiiventicle, or private meeting, in the
" parish of Whitechapel ; and there speaking in tiie audienceof the people
*' present, treasonable words against his majesty's royal person

; you shall
•' therefore keep him close prisoner until further order, and tliis shall be
" your warrant, (jiven under our hands this 19th day of October, ICOl,

" John Robinson, Lieutenant of the Tower, Edward Chard,
Thomas Bide, Thomas Swallow."

Narrative, p. 9, 10.
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" and his nobles had shed the blood of the saints at Charing-
" cross, and the blood of the covenanters in Scotland.—That •

" the king was brought in to this end, to till up the measure
" of his iniquity ; and that the king's cup of iniquity had
" filled more within the last year than in many years before.

" —I'hat he did bemoan they had not improved their oppor-
" tunity when they had power in their hands, and he said it

" would not be long before they had power again, and then
" they would improve it better ; and that he did bewail the

" apostacy of the people of God, and say, they had not fought
" the Lord's battles thoroughly, but when the Lord should
" give power to thein agam, and give his work into their

" hands, they would do it better.—That the death and
" destruction of the king drew very near."

The indictment being read, and Mr. James required to

plead guilty or not guilty, he desired a copy of his charge,

and time to consider of it
;
pleading, that he humbly con-

ceived it to be his privilege as an Englishman, and till then he

was unable to plead one way or the other. He alleged, that

Chief Justice Cook and Judge Heath had declared it good

law, and that the latter gave John Lilburn a copy of his

charge, being arraigned for high treason. His request, how-

ever, was peremptorily denied ; and he was told, that if he

would not plead, they would proceed against him for con-

tempt, and consider him as mute. Mr. James seeing he was

overruled, pleaded Not guiUi/ either in matter orform. Upon
this he was sent to the King's-bench prison in Southwark,

where he remained till November lyth, when he was again

brousht to the bar.

During this interval Mr. James received information from

a person of respectability, that there was a jury picked on

purpose to take away his life ; and that if he did not except

against them, or most of them, he was a dead man. Upon
his appearance at the bar at Westminster before four judges,

and still pleading not guilti/, four witnesses were produced

against him. John Tipler, the first witness, said, that he was,

at the time mentioned in the indictment, in a yard adjoining

the meeting-house, and, through a window, saw Mr. James
preaching, and heard him repeat those words mentioned in

the indictment. To this evidence Mr. James excepted, that

it was difficult to swear that he was the person, when the

witness was not in the place, and only saw him through the

window, which might intercept the light. The second witness

w as Justice Chard, who said he could declare nothing of the

words spoken, only he found Mr. James preaching in the place
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alleged in the indictment, and pulled him out of the pulpit.

The next witness was a Yorkshiieman, whose name does
not appear, who said he was at Tipler's house, and heard
one say, " That the Lord had a great work to do for his

people, and that they were the people who must do it.'- The
judge asked him, if he heard nothing concerning the king's

cup of iniquity, and he answered. No. When he was asked
whether the prisoner at the bar was the man, he said he could
not say that he was. The last witness was one Bernard
Osburn, who said he heard Mr. James say, " That King
Charles was a blood-thirsty, tyrannical king, and that the

nobles of England were blood-thirsty. That he had drunk
pretty deep of the blood of the saints already, in that he had
shed their blood twelve months ago at Charing-cross, and
the blood of the covenanters in Scotland, and that God had
brought him in to that end, to fill up the measure of his

iniquity, and he had filled it up more in twelve .months than
in many years before. That they should have power
in their hands, then they should fight the Lord's battles more
thoroughly. That the ruin of the king was very near." Upon
this, Mr. James being allowed to call his witnesses, four were
produced in court, who gave evidence, " That this Bernard
Osburn confessed to them, that upon a previous examination,
he had sworn against Mr. James he knew not what : and one
of them, a person whom Osburn was about to marry, further

declared, that he told her, he did not only swear he knew not
what, but that he was affrighted into what he swore." Osburn
repeatedly refused to swear at all; nor would he take the

oath as witness against Mr. James, till he was threatened to

be sent to prison for refusal, and rewards were offered him
for swearing against the prisoner.* Mr. James then produced
four other witnesses, all of whom swore, " That the words
charged against him were not spoken."

After the examination of all the witnesses, Mr. James was
allowed to speak for himself, but did little more dian make a
declaration of his own innocence. He denied the charge
both in matter and form, and declared he had not any
malicious thought against the king, but desired the salvation

of his soul, as he did his own ; that he had never dealt mali-

ciously against him ; but that what he had done, he had done
in the fear of God. He denied the various particulars of
the charge, that he ever spoke any such things, and therefore

tjes^red they would clear him of all such evil things. He then

» KarratJTC, p. 10—li.
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said, " I have but one word for the Lord, and I have done

:

The Lord Jesus Christ is king of nations, as well as of
saints, and the government of all knigdonis of light belongs

to hnn. * And the seventh angel sounded, and Ukmc Mere
great voices in heaven, saying, The kingf'onis oi ihis world

are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chust, and
he shall reign for ever and ever.'" Havmg spok( n these

Avords, he was interrupted by Lord Chief Justice Foster, who
said, " Hold sirrah, sirrah, you tl.ink you are preaching in the

conventicle in Whitechapel." Aftevvards, when his judges

would not allow him to speak even to the jury, he replied,
** If you will not suffer me to speak to the jury, you had as

good have hanged me m Bulstake-alley, before 1 came here,

and not brought me hither to cover the matter over with the

pretence of law."

The jury having brought in a verdict of g/<//V?/, judgment
was deferred till Movember 22d, and he was sent back to the

place of his confinement. During the interval, his wife, by
the advice of some friends, endeavoured to address the king,

with the view of acquainting him with her husband's inno-

cency, and the condition of those loose persons who had
falsely accused him. This she put in writing, lest she should

either want an opportmiity, or not have courage enough to

speak to him. With some difficulty, however, she at last

met the king, and acquainting him who she was, presented

him with the paper. To whom his majesty held up his

finger and said, " Oh ! Mr. James, he is a sweet gentleman
;"

but following him for some further answer, the door was shut

against her. Not being discouraged, she attended again next

morning ; and an opportunity being soon presented, she

implored his majesty's answer to her request. His majesty

then replied. He is a rogue, and shall he hanged. One of

the lords, who attended lum, askmg her of whom she spake,

the king immediately replied, *^ Of John James, that rogue:

he shall be hanged ; yea, he shall be hanged.''*

Mr. James was brought to the bar on the above day, and
being asked what he had to say why sentence of death should

not be passed upon him, he answered, that he had not much
to say, only two or three scriptures he would leave with them.

As for me, said he, do as seemeth good unto you. But know
ye Jor certain, that ifyou put me to death, you shall surely

bring innocent blood upon yourselves, and upon this citi/, and
upon the inhabitants thereof.—Precious in the sight of the

* Narrative, p. 19—24.
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Ijord is the death of his saints.—He that toucheth the Lord'

a

people, toucheth the apple of his eye.* He then told them
he had no more to say for himself; only one word for the

Lord, and then he had done :
" Jesus Christ the Son of God,

is King of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and of all the

kingdoms of the world." He had no sooner spoken this,

than he was silenced, and the judge immediately pronounced

upon him the following sentence :
—" John James, thou hast

" been here indicted, arraigned, and tried, as a false traitor of
" his majesty, his crown and dignity, and hast put thyself upon
" the trial of God and thy country, and the country hath found

"thee guilty; and therefore, John James, thou art to be
" carried from hence to prison, and from thence to the place
*' of execution, and there to be hanged by the neck, and, being
" yet alive, to be cut down, and thy bowels to be taken out,

" and to be burnt before thy face, (a fire being prepared,) and
" thy head to be severed from thy body, and thy body to be
*' quartered, and thy head and body to be disposed of accord-
*' to the king's pleasure." This being done, Mr. James had
only time to say, " Blessed be God, that he whom man hath

condemned God hath justified," and so was immediately

carried to Newgate, where he was confined in a dungeon.

During his confinement in the dungeon, one of his friends

Tisiting him, and weeping over him, he, with a smiling coun-

tenance, said, " 1 beseech you, let me not see any of this, for

all is well. I beseech you forbear such carriage, which will

encourage the Lord's enemies. I pray you let me not see a

Sad countenance from any of you." "^I'o others of his friendi*

he said, " This poor weak body has often been near the gates

of death, and now the Lord chooses to take it oft' in such a
way as this. Oh! blessed be God! let him take it." He
spoke much of the goodness of God, who supported and

comforted him under so great a trial ; and added, " I have

got the start of my brethren, and am going to the place
* where the wicked cease from troubling, and where the

weary are at rest.' God hath delivered me from all my
fears. My good Lord hath helped me over two of my
steps, and 1 have only one more to get over : I am going to

a place where my sins will trouble me no more." Being
asked how he did, he replied, " I bless God I am well ; never

better in all my life. No poor creature ever dreaded this

condition more than I have done. I have been so much
afraid of a prison, that I have trembled to think of it, and

* Jer. xxti. 14, 15.—Pgalm cxvi. 15.—Zcch. ii. 8,
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would have fled out of the land to have escaped it; but now
my fears are all gone, every cloud is blown over. I bless

God, I no more fear this death, than to lie down upon this

bed. Oh ! how good the Lord is." At another time, being

asked how he was, he answered, *' Very well, I bless the Lord,

never better in my life. My wife and I have had the best

morning that we ever enjoyed. We have been giving up one
another to the Lord ; and, I bless the Lord, lie hath made us

as willing to part as ever we were to come together." To
his friends, who urged him to petition the king for his life, he
said, " 1 have discharged my duty and conscience in clearing

myself already, and to the king I have done no wrong

;

therefore I will submit myself to the Lord, and rest satisfied

in his good pleasure." The night before he suffered, being at

supper with some of his friends, he said to them, " I sup with

you to-night, but you would be glad to sup with me to-morrow
night." When the messenger brought him tidings of the

time of his execution, he said, " Blessed be God, that is good
news."*

Upon the morning of his execution, Mr. James was carried

from Newgate to Tyburn on a sledge ; and having leave from
Mr. Sterling the sheriff, he delivered a speech of some length

to the people. In this speech, after giving an account of his

parentage, clearing himself of some foul aspersions, and
relating his religious sentiments, he said, " I am not come here

to sow sedition : the Lord knoweth I have it not in my heart.

This hath not been my practice, though it be the pretended

cause of brhiging me hither : but the Lord knows, before

whom I now stand, and with whom 1 shall shortly be, that I

am free from those things of which I am accused ; and I desir«

you may hear and remember, that the things charged upon me
are notoriouslyfahe. I speak this as my last words ; and the

Lord, who knows all hearts, and will call all men one day to

an account, knows I speak the truth, both in respect of the

utanuer and matter of the things charged against me. I do,

in the fear of the Lord, also tell you, that I bless the Lord
I have not the least hard thought of those who swore against

me, nor the least rising of spirit against the judge, the jury, or

any other, the Lord knoweth : but have sought their pardon
upon my bended knees, and I hope to do it again, if God
permit."

Mr. James having finished his speech, fell upon his knees,

and offered up a prayer to God at considerable length, part

• Narrative, p. »t—3T,
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of which was as follows:—" Glorious and holy majesty, in

whose eyes all the nations of the world are only as the drop

of a bucket, or as the small dust of the balance ; and there-

fore, O Lord, this mighty concourse of people are as nothing

in thy sight. Thy eyes are open to the ways of thy people,

and thy ears are open to their cries, and thou wilt one day

shew thyself strong in behalf of them that fear thee. Sweet

Father ! blessed be thy dear and holy name, that such a poor

worm as is now before thee can call thee Father, and come
and take hold of thee through thy dear Son. O Lord, what

am I, or what was my father's house, that thou hast brought

me hitlerlo? This, O Lord, has been but a small thing in

thy sight, but thou hast spoken thy servant's welfare, even

to eternity. Dear Lord, in the audience of all this people,

thy poor worm cannot but bless thee that thou didst ever call

him, and wert ever pleased to engage his soul to walk in thine

own paths ; and, blessed be thy holy name, thy paths do not

seem in the eyes of thy servant ever the worse because of this

thing : but he can bless thee ; he can rejoice before thee ; he

can say, ' Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within

me bless his holy name.' Blessed be thy holy name, that thou

hast hitherto been pleased to keep the soul of thy poor

servant, and that he does not sufter as an evil doer; yea,

blessed be thy name, thy poor worm can approve his heart

unto thee even noic at the very giving up oj the ghost, that he

is not gui/ti/. Dear Father, thy poor worm can now with

much boldness lift up his face unto thee, and is assured

that he whom man hath condemned God hath justified :

and now, for thy dear name's sake, give thy poor worm leave,

in integrity and godly simplicity, to beg one request at thy

hands for the poor witnesses. O Lord, pardon them in that

very thing they have done, and shew them as much grace as

thou hast done to thy poor worm. As they have done their

utmost to wash their hands in the blood of thy servant, O
that thou wouldest thoroughly wash their souls in the blood

of Jesus Christ. Be pleased, for thy tender mercy's sake,

to deal graciously with every one, from the least to the

greatest, from the first to the last, that hath had any hand

against thy servant."*

Having finished his prayer, and being very much exhausted,

he said he had done. The hangman then said, " The Lord

receive your soul." Mr. James replied, / thank yon. A
friend saying, " This is a happy day," he added, 1 bless the

* Narrati?e, p. 38—44.
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Lord, it is indeed. His friend adding, " The Lord make your
passage easy ;" he said, / trust he zoill. Being asked if he
had any thing to say to the sheriff, he said, No, but only to

thank himfor his civility. The hangman then preparing him
for death, and drawing away the cart, Mr. James cried aloud,

with his hands lifted up towards heaven, Father, into thy
hands I commit my spirit.

The sheriff and hangman were so civil to him in the execu-
tion, that they suffered him to be dead before his body was
cut down. The hangman then took out his heart and bowels,

and burned them in a fire prepared for the purpose. He
then cut off his head, and cut his body into four quarters

;

and, by the appointment of the king, the quarters were fixed

upon the gates of the city, and his head first upon London-
bridge, then upon a pole opposite the meeting-house in

Bulstake-alley.*

This tragic and brutal scene was transacted upon the

remains of this humble and holy man, November 26, I66I.

But if there were any undue combination against him ; and
if he suffered for some reason of state, rather than for any
crime that he was guilty of, his blood will God require at the

hands of his enemies. Several remarkable judgments befell

those who were active instruments in piomoting his suffer-

ings, or expressed their delight in them.t

Praise-God Barebone was of the baptist persuasion,

and pastor to a church of that denomination, meeting in Fleet-

street, London. This church was originally part of that

under the pastoral care of Mr. Stephen More ; which, upon
his death, divided by mutual consent, just one half choosing

Mr. Henry Jessey for its pastor, the other half Mr. Barebone.

He was by trade a leather-seller, afterwards a very popular

preacher, and at last a member of parliament, and a man of

so much celebrity, that one of Cromwell's parliaments was,

out of contempt, called Barebone's parliament. In a

pamphlet entitled, " New Preachers, New ," is the following

scurrilous, but amusing account of him and several others:

—

" Greene, the felt-maker ; Spencer, the horse-rubber ; Quar-

termine, the brewer's clerk ; and some few others, who are

mighty sticklers in this new kind of talking trade, which many
ignorant coxcombs call preaching. Whereunto is added the

-last tumult in Fleet-street, raised by the disorderly preach-

* Narrative, p. 46. + Ibid. p. 47.
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ment, pratings, and prattlings of Mr. Barebones, the leather-

eeller ; and Mr. Greene, the felt-inaker, on Sunday last, the

19th of December."
The tumult alkided to is thus curiously described:

—

"A brief touch in memory of the fiery zeal of Mr. Bare-

bones, a reverend unlearned leather-seller, who, with Mr.
Greene, the felt-maker, were both taken preaching or prating

in a conventicle, amongst a hundred persons, on Sunday,
the 19th of December last, I641.

" After my commendations, Mr. Kawbones, (Barebones,

I should have said,) in acknowledgment of your too much
troubling yourself, and molesting of others, I have made bold

to relate briefly your last Sunday's afternoon work, lest in

tinje your meritorious pains-taking should be forgotten, (for

the which you and your associate Mr. Greene, do well

deserve to have your heads in the custody of young Gregory,
to make buttons for hempen loops:) you two having the spirit

so full, that you must either vent, or burst, did on the sab-

bath aforesaid, at your house near Fetter-lane end, in Fleet-

street, at the sign of tlie Lock and Key, there and then did

you and your consort (by turns) unlock most delicate strange

doctrine, where were about thousands of people, of which
number the most ignorant applauded your preaching, and
those that understood any thing derided your ignorant prating.

But after four hours long and tedious tattling, the house
where you were beleaquered with multitudes that thought

fit to rouse you out of your blind devotion; so that your

walls were battered, your wiixlows ail in fractions, torn into

rattlhig shivers, and worse the hurly-burly might have been,

but that sundry constables came in w ith strong guards of men
to keep the peace, in which conflict your sign was beaten

down and unhanged, to make room for the owner to supply

the place ; all which shews had never been, had Mr. Greene
and Mr. Barebones been content (as they should have been)

to have gone to their own parish churches."*

This account shews that these nezv preachers excited

unconunon attention, and were so very popular as to draw
thousands after them. The tumult was occasioned, not by
their preaching, but by the opposition that was raised against

it, " by certain lewd fellows of the baser sort." The preachers

and a hundred of the people were taken by the constables,

but it is not said whether they were taken to preserve them
from the fury of the mob or to bring them to justice. Had

* New Preacher's, Nety.
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the latter been the case, and they had suffered any thing for

their conduct, it is highly probable this writer would have

transmitted some account of it to posterity. Mr. Barebone,

however, continued his ministerial labours for many years

among the people; and, in the year 1654, when the baptist

churches published their " Declaration," he was still pastor

of this church. Among those who subscribed it, " twenty-

two were of the church that walks with Mr. Barebone."*

According to Kapin, he passed among his neighbours for

a notable speaker, and used to entertain them with long

harangues upon the times. + This undoubtedly pointed him
out to the notice of Cromwell, who nominated him a member
of the legislative body that succeeded the long parliament in

1653. Thus he coniinucd pastor of his church, even after

he became member of parliament. In this assembly, he was
so greatly distinguished for ability and activity, that the

members, who were but little skilled in politics, received

from him, in derision, the appellation of Barebone's parlia-

ment.!: As a politician, he was constantly zealous in the

cause of the commonwealth ; but upon the dissolution of the

above assembly, about live months afterwards, he appears to

have retired from any further concern in the government.

Upon the motion of inviting home the king, he took part with

the opposition, and presented a petition to the parliament,

from the " well-affected persons, inhabitants of the cities of

London and Westminster," declaring their determination to

support the commonwealth. General Monk, being then ia

London, with a view to restore the king, and intent upon the

re-admission of the secluded members, who knew Mr. Bare-

bone's popularity, was obliged to make a general muster of

liis army ; when he wrote a letter to the parliament, expos-

tulating: w ith them " for givino; too much countenance to that

furious zealot and his adherents." I'he petitioners, however,

received ihe thanks of the house for the expression of their

good affections to the parliament .$ •

Mr. Barebone was at this time concerned in the publica-

tion of a book against the court of Charles the Second,

entitled, " News from Brussels, in a letter from a near

attendant on his majesty's person, to a person of honour here.

Dated March 10, 1659, O. S." A reverend prelate styles

this " a rascally piece against the king, to expose him to the

hatred of his people ;"|| and it was designed, it is said, " to

* Dechiration, p. 22. t Rapin's Hist, of Eng. vol. ii. p. 590-

j^ Granger's Biop;. >iist. vol. ii'.. p. 68.

§ Ibid.—Konnct's Ciironiclo, p. 52. ||
Ibid. p. 80.
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destroy the favoiuable impressions that many had received of

his natural inclination to mildneiis and clemency."* It ought,

however, to be observed, that the reputed author of this

book was Marchmont Needham, and Mr. Barebone was only

his agent in conveying it to the printer or bookseller .t

On the thirtieth of the foregoing month, Mr. Barebone

was summoned before tlie council of state, to answer such

matters as were objected against him ; but, on signing an

engagement not to act in opposition to the existing govern-

ment, or to disturb the same, he was discharged from any

further attendance.+ After the restoration of the king, he

was looked upon with a jealous eye, and on November 2G,

1661, was apprehended, together with Major John Wildman,
and James Harrington, esq., and committed prisoner to the

Tower, where he continued for some time.^ On the meeting

of parliament, early in the following year, Lord Clarendon,

then lord chancellor, thouglit iit to alarm the house with

the noise of plots and conspiracies, and enumerated the names
of several persons whom he reported to be engaged in traitor-

ous designs against the government. Among these were

Major Wildman, Major Hains, Alderman Ireton, and

Mr. Praise-God Barebone.|| How far the charge against

these persons was substantiated, or whether it was only a

political engine of government to get rid of suspected indi-

viduals, we will not take upon us to affirm. Certain it is,

that Mr. Barebone had now to contend with the strong anu
of the civil power, which was directed with all the acrimony
of party prejudice against persons of his stamp. Wood, in

contempt, styles him " a notorious schismatic, and a grand

zealot in the good old cause.'\
The time of Mr. Barebone's deatli is not mentioned by any

author we have seen, nor are we acquainted with any further

particulars of his history. It may be observed, however, for

the amusement of the reader, that there were three brothers

of this family, eacl< of whom had a sentence for hii christian

name, vi^. Praise-God Barebone ; Christ-came-into-the-

world-to-save L'-srebone; and If-Christ-had-not-died-thou-

hadst-beeu-danined Barebone. In this last instance, some
are said to have omitted the former part of the sentence, and
to have called him only " Damned Barebone."** This style

* Biog. Britan, vol. v. p. 613. Edit. 1778.
+ Wood's Atlienae Oxaii. vol. ii. p. 469.

% Keunet's Chronicle, p. 101. § Ibid. p. 567. H Ibid. p. 602.

i Wotd's AthensE, vol. ii. p. 469-
** Granger's Biog. ilist. vol. iii. p. 68.

%
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of naming individuals was exceedingly common in tlie time

of the ciril wars
;
yet the absurd practice was not peculiar

to that period ; but was in use long before, and continues, in

some measure, even to the present day. It is said that the

genealogy of our Saviour might be learnt from the names
in Cromwell's regiments ; and that the muster-master used

no other list than the fust chapter of Matthew.

John Ley, A. M.—This laborious divine was born at

Warwick, February 4, 1583, and educated at Christ's Church,
Oxford. Having finished his studies at the university,

he was presented to the vicarage of Great Budworth in

Cheshire, where he continued a constant preacher for several

years. Afterwards, he was made prebendary and sub-dean of

Chester, where he had a weekly lecture at St. Peter's church,

and was once or twice elected member of the convocation.

But having always been puritanically inchned, he, upon the

commencement of the civil m ar, espoused the cause of the

parliament, took the covenant, was chosen one of the

assembly of divines, and appointed Latin examiner to the

assembly.

A certain writer has placed Mr. Ley at the head of those

divines who, he says, " encouraged tumults," and whom, in

derision, he styles " able, holy, faithful, laborious, and truly

peaceable preachers of the gospel." The proof of his accusa-

tion is contained in Mr. Ley's own words, which are as follows

:

—" It is not unknown, nor unobserved by the wise, that the

ministers have been very serviceable to the civil state, and to

the military too ; not only by their supplications to God for

good success in all their undertakings, and their happy pro-

ceedings in all their warlike marches and motions, as at the

removal of the ark, Num. x. 35., Rise up, Lord, and let

thine enemies he scattered : Lei them that hate thee,Jiee before,

thee; but by their informations and solicitations of the people

to engage both their estates aud persons in the cause of God
and their country." The author, having produced these, with

some other similar citations, triumphantly adds: " After these

proofs and declarations of the ministers' zeal and industry

for promoting, supporting, and carrying on the late bloody,

impious, and unnatural war ; let any man take upon him any
longer to acquit the nonconformist divines of the guilt and
consequence of that execrable rebellion."* These are certainly

* L'EstraDgcs's Dissenters' Saying?, part «;. p. 51, 55,
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very heavy charges, and ought to be supported by very sub-

stantial evidence. Though some of tlie nonconformist

divines were zealous in llie cause of the parliament, will any un-

prejudiced person affirm, that they " encouraged tumults,"

any more than those who were conformable ? No man who
is conversant Avith the history of those distracted limes, and is

tminfiuenced by a bigoted party spirit, I am persuaded will

affirm any such tiling. With respect to the " execrable rebel-

lion," as it is called, it is well known to all parties to have

originated in the arbitrary and cruel proceedings of the king

and his tyrannical courtiers, which, after many years, led to

all the horrors of a civil war. If, therefore, there was any

rebellion, it is easy to see who was guilty.

Mr. Ley became rector of Ashlield m Cheshire, and for a

short time, rector of Astbury in the same county, chairman

of the committee for the examination and approbation of

mi)iisters, one of the conunittee of printing, and one of the

committee for the ordination of ministers. About the year

1645 he was chosen president of Sion college, and about the

same time, inducted into the rich living of Brightwell in

Berkshire. In l6o3 he was appointed one of the tryers of

ministers, and, the year following, assistant to the com-
missioners of Berkshire for ejecting ignorant and scandalous

ministers and schoolmasters. After some time he resigned

the living of Brightwell, and was presented to that of Solihull

in Vv arwickshire. But by too much exertion and constant

preaching, he broke a blood vessel ; and being disabled from

attending to the duties of his office, he resigned Solihull, and

retired to Sutton Colficld in the same comity, where he lived

privately the rest of his days. He died May I6, 1662, aged

seventy-nine years, and his remains were interred in the

church at Sutton Collield. He was accoimted " an ex-

cellent preaclier, a person of great learning, deeply read

in the fathei s and councils, and one of the chief pillars of

presbyterianisin."*

His Works.—1. An Apology in Defence of ihe Geneva Notes

on tiic BilAv, which were, in S<. Man's in Oxford, publicly aiiil

severely rerlectcd on by Dr. Joiin llowoon. Written about 1G12,

and c\ai))!i)od and approved by Bisliop Usher.—2. A Fatlern of

Piety; 01, the relio;ious Life and Death of Mrs. Jane Rateliff of

Clies<'»r, 1640.—3. .Several occasional Sermons, 1640, &c., one of

whicii is en-.itJed, " The 1 ury of Wane, and I'olly of Sinne, a Sermon

before tlie Coinnioms, April 26, 1643."—4. Sunday a Sabbath: or, a

* Wood's Athenae Oxod. vol. ii. p. 190—194.
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preparative Discourse for'discnssion of SaWiafarian doubts, 1G41.

—

He was assisted in tiiis work, I)y the MSS. and advice of Archbishop
Usher.—5. The Christian Sai>l)ath maintained, in Answer to a book
of Dr. Foekhnglon, styled, ' Sunday no Sabbath,' 1641.—6. Defen-
sive doubts, hopes, and reasons, for refusal of tiic Oatii, imposed by
the sixth Canon of the Synod, 1641.—7, A Letter againsl the Erection
of an Allar, written June 29, 1035, to John, Eishop of Chestpr,
1641.—8. Case of Conscience concerning the Sacrament of (he
Lord's Supper, 1641.—9. A Comparison of the Parliamentary Pro-
testation with the late canonical Oath, and the Dilierence between
them, 1641.— 10. A further Discussion of the Case of Conscience
touching the receiving the Sacrament, IG41.— 11. Examination of
John Saltmarsh's New Query, 1646.—12. A Censure of what
Mr. Saltmarsh hath prodticcd, 1646.— 13. Apologetical Narrative of
the late Petition of the Common Council and Ministers of fjoadoii
to the Honourable Houses of l^arliament, 1646.— 14. Light for

Smoak ; or, a clear and distinct ileply to a dark and confused
Answer, iri a book made and entitled, ' '1 he Smoak of the Temple,
by John Saltmarsh,' 1646.—15. An After-reckoning with Mr. Salt-

marsh ; or, an Appeal to the impartial and conscientious Reader,
1646.— 16. A learned Defence of Tithes, 1651.— 17. General Reasons
grounded on Equity, Piety, Charity, and Justice, against the pay-
ment of a fifth part to setpiestered Ministers, their \^ ives, and Chil-
dren, 1654.— 18. An Acquittance or Discharge from Dr. E. H.
(Edward Hyde) his demand of the fifth part of the Rectory of Br.
^Brightwell) in Berks, pleaded as in the Court of Equity and Con-
science, 1654.— 19. A Letter to Dr. Edward Hyde, in Answer to one
of his, occasioned by the late Insurrcf^tion at Salisbury, 1655.—20. A
Debate concerning the English Liturgy, between Edward Hyde, D. D
and John Ley, 1656.—21. A Discourse of Disputations chiefly con-
cerning Matters of Religion, 1658.—22. Animadversions on John
Onely, 1G58.—23. A Consolatory Letter to Dr. Eryan, upon the
Death of his worthily well-beloved and much bewailed Son, Mr.
Nathaniel Bryan, 1658.—24. Equitable and necessary Considera-
tions for the Association of Arms throughout England and Wales.

—

25. A Petition to the Lord Protector by divers, for the establishment
of themselves, and other their brethren, in the places to which they
are admitted to ofliciatc as Ministers of the Gospel, without institu-

tion and induction by Bishops.—26. A Comparison of tiie Oath of the
sixth Canon of the last Synod of Bishops, and tlie Protestation set

fortli by Parliament, in Answer to u Letter of Pedael IL'ulow, Gent.
—27. Attestation of the Ministers of Cheshire, to the Testimony of
the Ministers of London, against errors, heresies, and blasphemies.
—28. Exceptions many and just.—29. Annotations on the Pen-
tateuch, and the four Evangelists, in the Assembly's Annotations.

John Simpson.—This person was a zealous fifth

monarchy-man- of the baptist denomination, and for some
time lecturer at St. Botoiph's church, Bishopsgate, London.
One Mr. Simpson, and no doubt this person, was for a time

silenced from preaching, because he diifered in certain points

from the assembly of divines; but, October 28, 1646, he
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was restored to his ministry.* He and Mr. Feake are styled

" two of the chief captains of the anabaptists, ^^ho preached

most scornfully against CronivveH's governmeiit."+ Mr.

Erbery, in his piece entitled " The Bishop of London;

beinw a brief Narrative of what passed at London-house

among church Ministers, Mr. Simpson at Bishopsgate, and

others', on Monday night, November 22, l65'2," has given

us the following very curious information, which, because

Mr. Simpson took an active part on the occasion, and it may

afford the reader some amusement, we shall give in the

author's own words :
—" The churches of Lond<m," says he,

" both independent and baptized, having formerly associated

and girt themselves with a sword, or martial power ; I mean

some army preaching men, joined in a body at Great Alhal-

lows,*to pray for a new representative, and to preach against

the old : for which they received no countenance, but rather

a check from those in authority. Having there ' laboured in

vain, and spent their strength for nought,' not finding the

spirit in a presbyterial or parochial church, they changed

their quarters, and came to seek it in the episcopal see at

London-house. There, as men who would again build up

Babylon, they founded a structure of two stories high : not a

pulpit and reading pew, but a stately frame of wood to

preach and pray in two distinct forms. The one being the

highest, I conceive, is for the independent fellowship; the

other is the baptized footstool.

" The Lord brought me there to behold their order, but

seeing their confusion, I heard one praying below, afterwards

another above, Captain Spenser; at whose loud and long

prayer, my spirit w as stirred : I could scarcely refrain from

crying, ' A noise and nothing else.' I'he first man that

I hea°d preaching w as Mr. Feake, who, I thought, spake to

the purpose concerning prayer, even that the saints should

now return to their old spirit of prayer in gospel times, which

was not in loose requests, and long confessions of sins, but

in short breathings of their present desires to God, \yith

abundance of fervency and faith to obtain a blessing.

Looking up on high, I spied Mr. Simpson, Mr. Cockayn

and others, preparing themselves to do something. The

first, instead of praying, began to preach, or prophesy, as

he terms it. Before Mr. Simpson would name his text, he

opens himself m a large preface ; and, as if he stood on the

stool of repentance, he confesseth his faults before us all.

» Whitlocke's Mem. p. 230. + Thurloe's State Papers, vol. ii. p. 6T.
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First, he professeth himself a fool, for the rising of his heart

against that which another held forth not according to his

apprehension. Secondly, he said again that he was a fool,

for that rigidness of spirit to stick to his own opinion, or to

oppose the light that might shine in another. He shewed
further how God had judged tiiat rigidness in prelacy and
presbytery, and Mould also in independency or dippers. But
see how the man doth judge and condemn himself, or back-

slide into the same sin or folly which just now he confessed.

For, as Air. Feake had truly declared what was said before

concerning prayer, Air. Simpson doth presently censure,

and publicly condemn, what his brother had spoken in peace

and truth, and with much submission. I wondered at the

magisterial spirit and self-confidence in the honest man.
But he confessed himself before to be a fool, and, it may be,

he had not thoroughly repented of it.

" My spirit, indeed," says he, " was exceedingly stirred;

and though I came thither to hear in silence, yet my spirit

being hot, I spake at last with my tongue, saying, * Mr. Simp-
son, you have preached long. Will you suffer another fool

to speak a little concerning prayer?' There was much
reluctancy and murmuring in many, Avho bid me hold my
peace. Then said 1, whether you will hear, or whether you
will forbear, I must speak a word to the churches. It is

this: Prelates had their common prayers, and your prayers

are common also. Presbyters had their directory, so have

you this day, teaching one another how to pray. I could

not be suffered to speak any more, only I told the churches,

saying. Sirs, your prayers are legal, and your preaching

legal ; I see you are all in the dark ; and so I bid you good
night."* Such is the curious account given by our author.

Mr. Simpson and Mr. Feake preached with great warmth
against the protectorship of Cromwell, for which, in the year

l6o3, they were both apprehended and sent prisoners to

Windsor-castle, where they continued for some time.t But,

July 26, l6o4, Mr. Simpson was released from confinement,

and allowed to preach at any place within ten miles of

London .J This, however, was not the conclusion of his

troubles. He was again cast into prison, most probably

after the restoration, when many fifth monarchy-men were

apprehended and committed to Newgate, where they con-

tinued several month s.j Upon Mr. Simpson's release from

* Erbery's Testimony, p. 43—46.
+ Thurloe's State Paper?, vol. iii. p. 485.

t Whitlocke'a Mem. p. 564, 579. f. Kennet's Chron. p. 363.
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prison, he took the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, for

which he was severely censured by many ot his brethren.

It is, indeed, observed, that, for some time previous to his

imprisonment, he had pul)licly declared his readmess to take

the oaths ; tlie sam(3 he also made known to his friends while

he was in conhnenient. When he was brought before the

court, he found that he must take them, or return to prison,

when he complied without hesitation. He was of opinion,

that, if he had refused, " he should have sinned against God,

against the flock over which the Holy Ghost had made him

overseer, against his family, and against himself.*

In the " Declaration of the several churches of Christ, and

godly people in and about the city of London," published in

the above year, nine of those who subscribed it are said to

be " of the church that walks with Mr. Simpson."+ Dr.

Calamy mentions otic John Siuipson as silenced from his

lecture at Botolph's church, Bishoj^sgate or Aldgate, whom
he denominates " a great anfinonnan." He afterwards

acknowledges, that he died previous to the black Bartholo-

mew-day, in 1662, and so should not have been mcluded in

the list of ejected ministers.^ 1 his was undoubtedly the same

person.

Whether Mr. Simpson was, indeed, a great antinomian,

we shall not attempt, because we are unable, to ascertain

;

but, from the account given of him by the author of his

funeral sermon, he appears to have been a diligent, pious,

and useful minister of Christ. We will let the author speak

for himself. Addressing the bereaved congregation, he says,

" Many of you lived for years under the ministry of this

faithful servant of Christ, and his ministry hath been to you

as a very lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and

can play w ell on an instrument : you have heard his words,

but you would not do them. There hath not been a suit-

able conversation to such a ministry. A gospel, spiritual,

and heavenly ministry, calls for a gospel, spiritual, and hea-

venly conversation. Such was his ministry, but such, I tear,

hath not been the conversation of many of his hearers.

Indeed, all of us who enjoyed more or less of his labours,

have cause to mourn before the Lord this day for our mis-

improvement of his ministry, and for taking no more care

about hearing, receiving, and practising what God was

pleased to reveal unto us by his servant. This faithful man,

according to the judgment of reason, might have lived

* Funeral Sermon for Mr. Simpson. + Declaration, p. 22.

:f
Calamy's Account, vol. i. p. 39.—Contin. vol, i. p. 58.
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many years, and done much service : but for God to take

away his faitiiful labourers in the midst of their days, and
cause tiieir sun to set at noon, is a providence of a dreadful
aspect upon unfaithful and unfruitful hearers. C>]i! what
v.ould many a condemned wittch give at the great day of
the Lord, to have Christ, and mercy, and pardon proltered

him, as they have been proffered by this glovilied saint!

God took liim away immediately upon his release from
prison, when you had some hojjes of the further enjoyment
of his labo'trs ; at a time when there is the gmtest want of
such faithful and zealous labourers ; especially of such as are

enlightened in, and are zealous for ch.urch-work ; such as have
a heart and abilities to encourage the people of Ciod in their

separation from the world and antichristian defilements.
" There was a near relation between this servant of the

Lord and many of you present. He was to many of you a

failhful pastor and teacher, labouring among you in word and
doctrine. If the Lord prevent not, now that the shepherd is

smitten, you will be scattered. It will be hard to find a
person so ready to venture life and liberty to serve you. To
many of you he might be a spiritual father, a means of your
conviction and conversion; and oh! what hard hearts must
you have, if you cannot mourn over a dead father, a dead
j'hepherd, a faithful pastor, when taken from you. Consider
those blessed qualifications with which this servant of Christ

was endowed, and by which he was enabled to promote the

glory of God and the welfare of your souls, tie had love

for all the saints. He had room in his heart to receive every

one whom Christ received. He held communion with the

saints, not on account of their names, or forms of worship,

but on account of their union to Jesus Christ. He loved no
man on account of his opinions, but his union to Christ, as he
often declared in his congregation. He made known to the

members of his church, to whom he gave the right hand of
fellowship, that their union to Christ \\ as the ground of their

communion with saints ; and that the reason of their admis-
sion was not because they were of this or that opinion, but

because they were looked upon as interested in Christ; and
that they who were heirs of glory ought to receive all saints,

not as presbyterians, or independents, or anabaptists, but as

saints.

" He had a great insight into the doctrines of grace. Having
cast anchor within th(i vail, he understood well the great

mystery of the mercy-seat. It was the glory of his ministry

to hold forth the riches of the grace of God in Christ Jesus.
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In preaching this doctrine he was a mystery to a blind world

:

they could not understand him ; and, therefore, they hardly

knew by what name to call him. He was an offence to many
professors, who charged him with giving liberty to sin, not-

withstanding he often preached upon the apostolic cautions

against it. As at many other times, so a little before his

imprisonment, he so charged professors with their lukewarm-

ness, their hypocrisy, their neglect of closet devotion, family

religion, and the duties of public worship, that he left a

sufficient testimony to stop the mouths of such for ever.

The doctrine of the covenant was, indeed, his great delight.

When he spoke of the unsearchable riches of the grace of

Christ, he was carried beyond himself: he had a Hood of

words, yet seemed to want words to express what he knew
and enjoyed of divine grace.

" He was a faithful servant of Christ. Whatever the

Lord made known to him, he made known to his people

without reserve, whether it pleased or displeased. He did

not shun to declare all the counsel of God, so far as it was

revealed to him. Also, if at any time he was convinced

that he had delivered any thing not consonant to scripture, he

would openly and publicly confess his error, and trample

upon his own name and lionour, rather than deceive the

souls of his people by leading them to imbibe false doctrine.

While he thus ingenuously and openly confessed his mistakes,

it shews how eminently faithful he was to truth aud to the

souls of his hearers.

" He was a zealous servant of Christ. He was willing to

spend and be spent, that he might fulfil his ministry, and do

good to souls. How laborious was he in preaching; how
constant in attending the assemblies of the church ; and how
often did he blame his people for neglecting them ! He was

not one who did the \^ ork of the Lord negligently, but he

served his God with fervency of spirit. He did not stand

upon terms with God, saying, Lord, I will serve thee, if uiy

name, and estate, and liberty may be secured : but whatever

he judged to be his duty he would be sure to attend to it, and

leave the event to tlie Lord. He enjoyed much comnmnion
with God, and a rich experience of his goodness. Many
a faithful minister of Christ lived but low, compared with

what this blessed saint enjoyed. By this rich experience of

divine favour, he v»as enabled to administer comfort to

others.

" He was a very humble and holy man. For the sake of

peace, he would condescend to the meanest member of his
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church. He followed after those things which made for

peace, and laboured always to maintain the unity of the spirit

in .*he bond of peace. After the Lord was pleased to wort
upon him by his mighty power, and to reveal the grace of

Ci)rist to his soul, he was of a heavenly conversation. He
walked closely wuh God in his family. He was a saint at

home as well as abroad ; and he made it appear that he was

really and relatively good, by being a good husband, a good
father, &.c. He lived loose from the world, and made not his

earn his godliness. He had no design to make merchandize
• IT

of Christ and the gospel. He often refused money for

preaching, especially funeral sermons ; and if, on those occa-

sions, any was forced upon him, or sent after him, he soon

disposed of it by giving it to the poor. His discourse was
niostly upon spiritual and heavenly subjects, in which he

always discovered great pleasure and forwardness. In his

youthful days he was greatly addicted to vanity and ungodli-

ness, which, to his own shame, and to the praise of divine

grace, he acknowledged to his dying day.

" His ministry was very successful, and attended by the

abundant blessing of God. He was instrumental in the con-

version of many souls ; and he left behind him many seals to

his ministry. Every faithful preacher was not so remarkably

blessed. God blessed him above scores, nay, hundreds of

preachers, in the great work of conversion, by * turning souls

from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto

God.' His happiness is unquestionable. Your loss is his

gain. He is taken up into glory, and there hath communion
with God. He is out of the reach of all his enemies. They
can now imprison him no more. He will never have any

thing more imposed upon him contrary to his conscience.

He will never suffer there for nonconformity. There God
will be for ever served, adored, and glorified with one heart,

and with one consent."* Mr. Simpson's funeral sermon,

entitled, " The Failing and Perishing of good Men a matter

of great and sore Lamentation," was preached June 26, 16(32,

the day of his interment.

John Biddle, A.M.—This great sufferer was born at

Wotton-under-Edge in Gloucestershire, in the year 16 15,
and educated in Magdalen-hall, Oxford, where he took his

degrees in arts. Here he prosecuted his studies with great

* Funera) Sermon.



412 LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

assiduity and success, and became an ornament to his college.

In 1641 he was chosen master of tjie iree-school of Crypt,* in

the city of Gloucester; where, for his excellent talents and

diligence in his profession, he M'as highly esteemed. Here
his freedom of inquiry in his academical studies was directed

to the subjects of religion. His opinions concerning the

Trinity dittered very soon from those commonly received

;

and, having expressed his thoughts with much freedom, he

was presently accused of heresy. He was accordingly sum-

moned before the magistrates ; to whom he presented, on the

point about which he was accused, the following confession

of faith

:

1. " I believe that there is but one infinite and almighty

essence, called God.
2. " 1 believe, that, as there is but one infinite and almighty

essence, so there is but one person in that essence.

3. " I believe that our Saviour Jesus Christ is truly God,

by being truly, really, and properly united to the only person

of the infinite and almighty essence."t

This confession, dated May 2, 1644, proved unsatisfactory

to the magistrates, who urged him to be more explicit con-

cerning a plurality of persons in the divine essence. Accord-

ingly, about four days after, he confessed, that there were

three in that divine essence, commonly called persons. This

appears to have given greater satisfaction.

Mr. Biddle, having made up his mind more fully upon tliis

subject, drew up his thoughts upon a paper entitled, " Twelve

Arguments, drawn out of Scripture, wherein the commonly

received opinion touching the Deity of the Holy Spirit is

clearly and fully refuted." This paper he shewed to one

whom he supposed to be his friend, but who was ungenerous

enough to betray him to the magistrates of Gloucester, and

to the committee of parliament, then residing there. Upon
this information, he was committed to the common gaol,

December 2, 1645, being at the same tinie ill of a dangerous

fever. The design of liis imprisonment was to secure his

person, till the parliament should take his case into con-

sideration. The intolerance of this proceeding was, how-

ever, soon nutigaied by the interposition of a compassionate

friend, a person of eminence m Gloucester, who, by giving

bail for his appearance, procured bis enlargement.

Aboul June, 1646, the fatuous Archbishop Usher, passing

through Gloucester on his way to London, had a conference

• Biog. Britan. vol. ii. p. 303. Edit. 1778.

+ Toulmin's Life of Biddje, p. 18. Edit. 1791.
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with Mr. Bidtlle, respecting his sentiments upon the Trinity,

and endeavoured to convince him of his dangerous error.

Mr. Biddle, our author observes, had but Uttle to say, and
Mas none moved by the zeal, piety, and learning of the arch-

bishop, but continued obstinate.* In about six months after

Mr. Biddle was set at liberty, he was summoned to appear at

Westminster, m hen the parliament appointed a connnittee, to

whom the consideration of his cause was referred. Upon his

examination he freely and candidly confessed, " That he did

deny the commonly received opinion concerning the Deity of
the Holy Ghost, as he was accused : but that he was ready
to hear what could be opposed to him, and, if he could not
make out his opinion to be true, honestly to acknowledge his

error."f However, at the distance of sixteen months from his

first imprisonment, being wearied by tedious and expensive
delays, he wrote a letter to Sir Henry Vane, a member of the

committee, requesting him either to procure his discharge or
to report his case to the house of commons. This letter,

dated April 1, 1647, answered the end proposed. Sir Henry
became a friend to Mr. Biddle, and reported his case to the

house ; but the result Avas not favourable to Mr. Biddle's
comfort and liberty. Instead of obtaining his release, the

house committed him to the custody of one of its officers,

and he remained under this restraint five years. In the mean
time the matter was referred to the assembly of divines,

before some of m honi, it is said, he often appeared, and gave
them in writing, his " Twelve Arguments against the Deity of
the Holy Spirit."t

The answers which he received on these occasions not
producing sufirtcient conviction in his mind, he was induced,
during this year, to print this tract, with the above title.

The piece was no sooner published than its author was
summoned to appear at the bar of the house of commons,
when he owned the book, and the sentiments therein con-
tained, to be his. Upon this, he was sent back to prison

;

and by an order from the house, dated September 6, 1647,
the book was appointed to be called in and burnt by the

common hangman, and the author to be examined by the

committee of plundered niinisters.5 Accordingly, he was

'* Edwards's Gangrasna, part iii. p. 87, 88.—Wood's Atlienae Oion.
Tol. ii. p. J97.

t Life of Biddle, p. 28. % Ibid. p. 28—S*.

S Wiiitlocke's Memorials, p, 270, 271.
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examined, and the book was burnt, on the eighth of the

same month.*

In the year 1648 Mr. Biddle published " A Confession of

Faith touching the Holy Trinity, accordmg to Scripture;"

and another work, entitled, " The Testimonies of Ireneus,

Justin Martyr, Tertullian, Novatianus, Theophilus, Origen,"

&c. Upon the appearance of his writings, the presbyterians,

having now the ecclesiastical government in their own hands,

and being altogether averse to a universal toleration, solicited

the interference of the parliament, and obtained an ordinance

for the punishment of all blasphemies and heresies. Hence
Mr. Biddle's life was in danger. But the act was directed

to so many objects, and so various, and meeting with con-

siderable opposition from the army ; and because there was
a dissention in the parliament itself, it lay unregarded for

several years. Though the force of this severe ordinance

remained dormant, Mr. Biddle suffered, for several years, the

miseries of a prison. His keeper, however, at length allowed

him more liberty, and permitted him, upon security being

given, even to go into Staffordshire. Here the oppressions

he had suffered were, in some degree, counterbalanced by

the patronage and kindness of a justice of the peace, who
received him into his house, courteously entertained him,

made him his chaplain, and appointed him preacher in one
of tlie churches in that county, and, at his death, left him a

legacy.

Mr. Biddle was not long permitted to enjoy the comfort

of this friendly asylum. Sir John Bradsbaw, president of the

council of state, being informed of his retreat, issued order?

for him to be recalled, and more strictly confined. In this

confinement he continued in prison till February, 1651 ; and,

during the whole of his seven years' imprisonment, no divine,

it is said, except Mr. Peter Gunning, afterwards bishop of

Ely, ever paid him a visit, not even to attempt to convince him
of his errors. In addition to his long confinement in prison, he

w as reduced to great poverty and want. After having endured

much suffering foi- want of the comforts and necessaries of life,

a door was unexpectedly opened for providing him a com-
fortable supply. A printer in London, being about to pub-

lish a Greek version of the Old Testament, Mr. Biddle,

having an exact knowledge of that language, was employed

* This piece was answered by the learned Mr. Matttiew Poole, in a
work entitled, " A Plea for the Godhead of tUe Holy Ghost."—^««dV
Athitife Oxon, vol. ii. p. 198.
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in correcting the press, by which means he obtained a com-
fortable subsistence.*

In the year I60I, such public measures were taken as

proved favourable to Mr. Biddle, and he again obtained his

release. He improved his liberty by meeting his friends in

London, every Lord's day, for the purpose of expounding

the scriptures, and discoursing upon them. In 1654 Dr.

Gunning, who had before visited him in prison, came to

their meeting on the Lord's day, accompanied by several of

his friends. His conduct soon explained his intentions ; that

he was not come to be a hearer of Mr. Biddle, but to con-

found and refute him publicly, and in the face of his own
adherents. Therefore, he presently commenced a disputa-

tion with him, first concerning the Deity of the Holy Spirit

;

then, on the next Lord's day, concerning the Deity of Christ.

His biographer informs us, " That Mr. Biddle acquitted

himself with so much learning, judgment, and knowledge in

the sense of the holy scriptures, that he gained nuich credit

by the contest."t The doctor, however, paid him another

visit, when they had another disputation.

During this year, Mr. Biddle's life was distinguished more
by the publication of" A Two-fold Catechism ; the one simply

called A Scripture Catechism, the other called A brief

Scripture Catechism for Children,'' than by his public dis-

putations with Dr. Gunning. The celebrated Dr. John
Owen published an answer to the " Two-fold Catechism,"

entitled, " Vindiciae Evangelicae ; or, the Mystery of the

Gospel Vindicated, and Socinianism examined." Also, for

this publication, he was brought to the bar of the house of

commons, and, December 12th, was committed close prisoner

to the Gatehouse, and forbidden the use of pen, ink, and
paper, and denied the access of any visitant. On the 13th

of the same month, the parliament having voted ihat the book
contained many impious and blasphemous opinions against

the Deity of the Holy Ghost,| it was called in, and burnt by the

common hangman. But the protector dissolving the parlia-

ment, he obtained his liberty. May 28, 1655.
This great sufferer did not, indeed, enjoy his liberty verj'

long. For July 3d, this year, he was, by an order from
Cromwell, apprehended and committed to the Compter, tben

to Newgate ; and, at the next sessions, was tried for his life,

on the ordinance against blasphemy and heresy before men-
tioned. At his trial, when he requested that counsel might

* Wood's AthensB Oxon, vol. ii. p. 199.—Lifeof Biddle, p.S4—62.
f Ibid. p. 70. 1 Whitlocke's Aiem. p. 591.
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be allowed him to plead the illegality of the indictment, and
it was denied him by the judges, he gave in his exceptions,

and, by much struggling, at length had counsel allowed him

;

but the trial was deferred to the next day. In this emergency,
tlie principles and policy of Oliver Cromwell operated in

favour of Mr. Biddle.* He saw it would be a<>amst the in-

terest of his government to have Mr. Biddle either con-

demned or absolved. He, therefore, took him out of the

hands of the law, and detained him in prison, '^llie protector,

at length being weary with receiving petitions for and against

him, to terminate the afltair, and, m some degree, meet the

wishes of each party, banished Mr. Biddie to the island of

Scilly, whither he was sent October,?, lC)55. After he had
been some time in a state of exile, Cromwell, who could by

no means approve of his sentiments, allowed him a hundred

crowns a year for his subsistence. This act of pure gene-

rosity, shewn to a persecuted man, reflects no small honour
on his name.t

In 16j8, through the continued solicitations of friends, the

protector suffered a writ of habeas corpus to be granted out

of the upper-bench court, by which Mr. Biddle was brought

back, and, nothing being laid to his charge, was by that court

set at liberty. Upon his return to London, he resumed his

ministerial exercises among his friends, and became pastor of

a congregation in the city, formed on the principles of the

independents in matters of discipline. Here he did not

continue very long. For, upon the death of Cromwell, in

about five months, and his son Richard calling a parliament

* The protector was an enemy to persecution. Aiiioni;; (he capital

articles on wiiicli his government was founded, was this :
" That such as

profess faith in God by .lesus Ciirist, thou,i,li the> ditfer in jiu'gmeut from
the doctrine, worship, or discipline publicly held lorfh, shall not be re-

strained from, but shall be protected in the profession and exercise of their

religion; and that all laws, statutes, and ordinances against such liberty

«haU be esteemed null and void."

f The name fif Cromwell was formidable abroad as well as at home.
This will appear from the following anecdotes :

" A tumult having arisen

at Nismes in France, in vihich some disor.ler had been conimiited by the

Huguenots; and they, appreli'n'.'inj; severe proceedings upon it, »ent one
over with great expedition to Crooiwell, who sent him back to Paris in an
hour's time, with a most decisive letter li> iiis a'lbassador at the court of

France, requiring him either to prevail that the matter tniglii be overlooked,

or to come away immediaiely. Cardinal iMazarin coBi]ilained of this way of
proceeding as too imperious ; but l!ie state ol" (lieir afiairs made him yield."

It is also o!>Sfrved, that the c^irdiiial v. ould change his countenance
whenever he heard the name of Crcmwell meruioned; so that it became
SI proverb in France, " That Ma^nrin was not so much afraid of the devil

as of Oliver Cromwell."

—

Bur:iet's Hist, of fits Timcf vol. i. p. 77.

—

irelivood's Memoirs, p. lOi.
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consisting chiefly of presbyterians, whom of all men Mr.
Biddle most dreaded, he retired privately into the country.

On the dissolution of the parliament he returned to his

former station. But this period of tranquillity was of very short

continuance. Upon the restoration of Charles II. all dis-

senters fiom the episcopal v^orship were treated on the

same intolerant principles. Their liberty was taken away,
and their assemblies were punished as seditious. Mr. Biddle
endeavoured, however, to avoid the threatening storm, by
restraining himself from public to more private assemblies.

Nevertheless, June 1, 1 662, he was drasiaed from his lodsiino-s,

where he and a few of his friends were met for divine wor-
ship, and carried before Sir Richard Brown, a justice of the

peace, who committed them all to prison, without admitting

them to bail. Mr. Biddle was doomed for some time to

a dungeon; but the recorder afterwards released them on
giving security for their appearance. Accordingly, they were
tried at the following sessions, when his hearers were fined in

a penalty of tiventi/ pounds a piece, and Mr. Biddle himself

in o)ie hundred; and they were ordered to lie in prison till

their several penalties were paid. But in less than five weeks,

Mr. Biddle, through the noisomeness of the place and the

want of fresh air, contracted a disease which presently cut

him off. He died September 22, 1662, aged forty-seveli

years.* His life was irreproachable, and, according to Wood,
there was little or nothing blame-worthy in him, excepting his

opinions. He was a hard student, an exact Grecian, a ready

disputant, and had a prodigious memory. t It is, indeed, said,

that he retained all the New Testament in his memory, and
could repeat it verbatim, both in English and in Greek, as far

as the fourth chapter of Revelation.J In addition to the

articles already mentioned, Mr. Biddle published a piece

upon the Apocalypse, and several translations of other men's
productions.

Benjamin Cox, A. M.—This learned divine appears to

have received his education at Broadgates-hall, Oxford,

where he took his degree of master of arts in the year l6l7-§

He had a parochial charge in Devonshire, where, for some
time, he was particularly zealous for the superstitious rites and

ceremonies of the established church ; but afterwards he

* Life of Biddle, p. 70—100.
f Wood's Athenfe Oxon. vol. ii. p. 197—202.

X Life of Biddle, p. 13. S Wood's Athenas Oxon. vol. i. p. 827.

VOL. III. 2 E
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found sufficient reason for altering his opinions. In the yeaf

1639 he was convened before Bishop Hall, his diocesan, who
sent him to Archbishop Laud, for preaching a sermon from

Hosea iv. 4., in which he proved that the church of England

did not maintain the calling of bishops to be jitj^e diviuo.

This sermon, it appears, made a great noise in the country.

" But when he came to me," says the archbishop, " it pleased

God so to bless me, that 1 gave him satisfaction, and he went

home very well contented, and made a handsome retraction."*

Mr. Cox afterwards espousing the peculiar sentiments of

the baptists, and opposing the presbyterian establishment of

religion, the presbyterians upbraided him with his former

superstitions and innovations, Mr. Edwards, whose pen was

mostly dipped in gall, says, " he came out of Devonshire,

was an innovator, and a time-server in the time of the bishops
;

and that against the will of Dr. Hall, bishop of Exeter, he had

brought innovations into the church."f Admitting this ac-

count to be correct, his change of sentiments was undoubtedly

on conviction, and therefore no disgrace to his character.

When the affairs of state led men to think and speak more
freely upon religious subjects, Mr. Cox Mas among the first

in promoting a further reformation, when he had flattering

prospects of high preferment ; but his sentiments upon bap-

tism obstructed his advancement in the established church,

and prejudiced against him those divines who were at the

head of ecclesiastical affairs. He preserved, however, the

character of a man eminently furnished with abilities and x

learning. After episcopacy and the common prayer were

laid aside, he was, for some time, minister at Bedford. In

the year 1643, some pious persons in Coventry having

embraced the opinions of the baptists, invited Mr. Cox, being

an aged minister and of good reputation, to come to them,

and assist them in the formation of a distinct church, according

to the peculiar sentiments of the baptists. Several presby-

terian ministers, among whom was Mr. Baxter, had taken

refuge in that city. Mr. Baxter, being zealous in opposing

the peculiar opinions of the baptists, therefore challenged

Mr. Cox to a disputation upon the points of difference.

The challenge was accepted, and they disputed both by coa-

ference and by writing : but it was broken off by the in-

terference of the conunittee, who required Mr. Cox to

depart from the city, and to promise not to return. As he

refused to observe their tyrannical requisitions, he was imme-

* Wharton's Troubles of Laud, vol, i. p. 563.

i Edwards's Gangrtena, part i. p. 95.
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dlately committed to prison, where he remained for some
time ; till Mr. Pinson made application to Mr. Baxter, by
whom his release was procured. This was, indeed, com-
plained of as very hard and illegal usage, not without some
reflections upon Mr. Baxter himself, as having procured his

imprisonment. This, however, Mr. Baxter denied.*

Mr. Cox, after his departure from Coventry, went to

London, and was one of the principal managers, on the part

of the baptists, of a public dispute concerning infant baptism,

at Aldermanbury church, to which a stop was afterwards put

by the government. In the year 1G44, when the seven

churches in London, called anabaptists, published a con-

fession of their faith, and presented it to the parliament, his

name was subscribed to it, in behalf of one of those con-

gregations.t Though, when the act of uniformity came out,

in 1662, he at first conformed, yet his conscience soon after

smote hmi for what he had done, when he threw up his living,

and died a nonconformist and a baptist, at a very advanced

age. He was a <livine of great abilities, learning, and piety,

-and is said to have been the son of a bishop. t It seems

anore probable, however, that he was the grandson of one ; as

Dr. Richard Cox, upwards of twenty years bishop of Ely,

died in the year 1581.$

His Works.—1. A Declaration coiicerninj^ the public Dispute
wliich should have been in the priblic Meetiug-liouse of Alderman-
bury, December 3, 1645, conceriiiii<? Infant Baptism.—2 God's Ordi-

nance the Saints Privilege, proved in l\\ o Treatises : viz. The Saints

Interest by Christ in all the Privilef!;es of Grace cleared, and the

Objections against the Same answered. And the peculiar Interest

of the Elect in Christ, and his saving Graces : wherein i.s proved, that

Christ hath not satisfied for the Sins of all Men, but onl\ for the Sins

of those that do or shall believe in Him ; and the Objections against

the Same answered.

John Norton, A. M.—This excellent divine was born

at Storford in Hertfoidshiie, May 6, I6O6, and educated in

Peter-house, Cambridge, where he became a celebrated

scholar. Having finished his studies at the university, he

became curate at Storford, the place of his nativity ; when
he formed an acquaintance with the excellent Mr. Jeremiah

Dyke of Epping, by whose ministry he was first awakened to

-» Crosby's Baptists, vol. i. j). 220, 221.

+ Featley's Dippers Dipt, p. 177.

X Crosby's Baptists, vol. i. p 353, 354.

ij Wood's Athena? Oxon, vol. i. p. 1G2.
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a serious concern for his soul. He now resolved to devoid

himself wholly to the ministerial work, and soon became a

most accomplished and popular preacher. He frequently

preached upon the necessity of faith, repentance, and holi-

ness, which, by the eloquence of his language, accompanied
with a spirit of most serious devotion, he set forth in a most
interesting and engaging light. Though his prospect of

rising in the church was very flattering, he refused all prefer-

ment, on account of the ecclesiastical impositions. His aver-

sion to arminianism and the superstitious ceremonies, hin-

dered him from possessing a rich benefice which his uncle

designed to have conferred upon him. It is also observed,

that the pious Dr. Sibbs was so taken with his excellent

endowments, that he earnestly solicited him to accept a

fellowship at Cambridge ; but he was so thoroughly dissatis-

fied with the terms of admission, that he could not do it with

a good conscience. He was content with lesser things, and
therefore became domestic chaplain to Sir William Mar-
sham, preaching as he found opportunity. Though no
minister was more highly admired and esteemed for every

engaging and excellent accomplishment, he was utterly

silenced for nonconformity. Having no prospect of any

further usefulness in his native country, he resolved to remove
to America, where he could worship God according to the

light of scripture and his own conscience, Avithout the impo-
sitions of men.* He accordingly sailed for New England,

where he arrived in October, 1635. During the voyage, the

ship, in a most dreadfid storm, was in the utmost danger of

being lost. The storm is said to have been so tremendous,

that as it washed several of the seamen overboard on one

side of the ship, it threw them on board on the other side.

After Mr. Norton's arrival, he was chosen pastor of the

church at Ipswich, where he laboured with great zeal, assi-

duity, and success about seventeen years. But upon the

death of Mr. Cotton, pastor of the church at Boston, he

accepted an invitation to become his successor. Upon the

restoration of Charles II., Mr. Norton and Simon Brad-

street, esq. were sent to England, as agents of the colony,

with an address to his majesty, soliciting the continuance of

their privileges. This address contained, among other things,

the following passages:—" To enjoy our liberty and to walk
" according to the faith and order of the gospel, was the

" cause of us transplanting ourselves, with our wives, eur

* Mather's Hist, of New Eag. b. iii. p. 32, 3f.
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" little ones, and our substance ; choosing tlie pure scripture

" worship, with a good conscience, in this remote wilder-

" ness, rather than the pleasures of England, with submission
^' to the impositions of the hierarchy, to which we could not
" yield without an evil conscience. We are not seditious to

" the interests of Ciesar, nor schismatical in matters of reli-

" gion. We distinguish between churches and their impu-
" rities. We could not live without the public worship of
" God, but were not allowed to observe it without such a

" yoke of superstition and conformity as we could not con-
" sent to without sin."*

In the month of February, IG6I, they entered upon tlieir

voyage ; and having obtained the king's letter, confirming the

privileges of the colony, they returned in September follow-

ing. Mr. Norton, however, did not long survive his return.

His death was very sudden. For he expected to have

preached in the afternoon of the day on which he died ; but,

instead of preaching, his heavenly Father received him to

himself. He departed greatly lamented, April 5, 1663,

nearly fifty-seven years of age. Mr. Richard Mather
preached his funeral sermon to his numerous and mournful

flock. He was a man of great piety, an excellent scholar,

and a good divine, but certainly of too irritable a temper.

He is said to have been at the head of all the hardships

which were inflicted upon the quakers in New England, for

which they afterwards reproached him as dying under the

just judgment of God. " John Norton," said they, " chief

priest in Boston, was smitten by the immediate power of the

Lord; and as he was sinking down by the fire-side, being

under just judgment, he confessed the hand of the Lord was
upon him, and so he died."+ Though this reflection was
undoubtedly unjust, it certainly would have been much
better, if neither he, nor any others, had, by their unchristian

severities, given them occasion to make it.

Mr. Norton was author of several learned and excellent

works. His book, entitled " Responsio ad Gal. Appol-
lonium," 1648, rendered his name famous in the controversial

world. Fuller observes, " that of all the authors he had ever

perused, concerning the opinions of the dissenting brethren,

none gave him more information than Mr. John Norton,

a man of no less learning than modesty, in his answer to

* Massachusets Papers, p. 345—371.—Mather's Hist. b. iii. p. 37.

+ Neal's Hist, of New Enj, vol. ii. p. 340.
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Apollonius."* This is supposed to have been the first

Latin book that was written in America.

His Works.— 1. The Sufferings of Christ, 16.53.—2. The Ortho-
dox J Evangelist, 1654.—3. TJie Heart of New Ei.sjland rent at tiie

Blasphemies of the present Generation; or, a hiief Traetate con-

cerning the Doctrine of tiie Quakers, deaioiistralin};; the desiiuctive

Mature thereof to Religion, the Chnnhes, and the State; with
Remedies against it, 1660.—4. Several Sermons.

Samuel Newman.—This pious divine was born at

Banbury in Oxfordshire, in the year IGOO, and educated in

the vuiiveisity of Oxford. He imbibed the spirit of genuine

Christianity, became an able minister of the New Testament,

and shewed himself an avowed, but moderate nonconformist.

This, indeed, rendered him obnoxious to the ruling prelates,

by whom he was cruelly harassed and persecuted. I'hrough

the episcopal molestations he was silenced, and driven from

one place to another, no less than seven times.t But, agree-

ably to the advice of Christ, when he was persecuted, and

not suftered to labour for the good of souls in one place, he Hed
to another. This he did till he could find no place of rest

;

and, at length, to avoid the fury of the pei secuthig bishops,

he resolved to transport himself to New England, where he

should be out of their reach. He arrived in the new planta-

tion, with many other excellent chiistians, hi the year 1638 ;

and spent one year and a half at Dorchester, five years at

Weymouth, and nineteen at Rehoboth, in Plymoutli colony.

He gave the name to the town last mentioned, because, upon
a removal to that place, his flock, which before had been

short of room, might then say, " The Lord hath made room
for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land."

Mr. Newman was particularly attentive to the state of

religion, boih in his family and in the church of God. He
was in like manner exceedingly mindful over his own heart,

and most exactly attentive to the duty of self-examination.

This will appear from an account transcribed from his ovmi

papers. For his Own advantage, it was his daily practice to

examinehimself, and make such memorials as the following:

—

" I find, that Hove God, and desire to love him more.—i find

a desire to requite evil with good.—I find, that 1 am looking

up to God, to see him, and his hand, in all things.—1 find a

* Fuller's Church Hist. b. xi. p. 213.

i Mather's Hist, of New England, b. iii. p. 114,
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greater fear of displeasing God than all the world.—I find a
love to such christians as 1 never saw, or received good
from.—I find a grief when I see the commands of God
broken.— [ find a mourning when I do not enjoy the assu-

rance of God's love.—1 find a willingness to give God the

glory of all my ability to do good.—I find a joy in the com-
pany and conversation of the godly.—I find a grief when
I perceive it goes ill with christians.—I find a constant love

to secret duties.'—I find a bewailing* of such sins as the

world cannot accuse me of.—I find I constantly choose
suffering to avoid sin."*

"^I'his method did Mr. Newman daily observe betwixt God
and his own heart. Towards the close of his life he became
more and more watchful. He became more fruitful towards
God, as he approached nearer his heavenly Father's kingdom.
His last sermon was from Job xiv. 4. All the days of mif

appointed time will I zoait, until my change come. He fell

sick immediately after his sermon, and in a few days closed

his eyes in peace, saying, " Now, ye angels of the Lord Jesus

Christ, come, and do your office." He died July 5, 1663,
aged sixty-three years. He was a hard student, a lively

preacher, remarkably charitable to the poor ; and a person
of invincible patience and constancy under numerous and
painful trials. + He was author of " A Concordance to the

Bible," a work well known at the present time.

Samuel Stone.—This very pious divine was born at

Hertford, and educated in Emanuel college, Cambridge. Hav-
ing finished his studies at the university, he sojourned for some
time in the house of the excellent Mr. Richard Blackerby.

Here, while he received useful instructions from iiis venerable

tutor, he imbibed his excellent spirit and principles. After-

wards, he became minister at Towcester in Northampton-

shire, where his superior accomplishments and great indus-

try were manifest to all. This, however, would not screen

him from the oppressions of the times. He was an avowed,

but modest nonconformist to the ecclesiastical impositions;

and havmg no prospect of enjoying his liberty in iiis native

country, he resolved to withdraw fi oiu the scenes of persecu-

tion, and retire to New England. He went in the same ship

with Mr. Cotton and Mr, Hooker, and arrived in the year

1633 ; when he was chosen colleague to Mr. Hooker over

* Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b. iii, p. 115, 116. + Ibid. p. 114.
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the church which they gathered in a new phmtation, which

they called Hartford. This church afterwards became
famous in the new commonwealth.

Dr. Mather gives tlie following account of this holy and

excellent man. He Mas godly, sober, and righteous, and

could with truth appeal to God, and say, " Lord, thou

knowest all things, thou knowest that I love thee." He was

remarkable for the observance of days of fasting and prayer,

by which his spirit was wonderfully ripened for the heavenly

inheritance. His conversation was grave, serious, and holy;

and he was a most exact observer of the sabbalh. The
sermons which he intended to deliver on the Lord's day, he

usually delivered in his own family on a Saturday evening.

In his sermons, which were rather doctrinal, he handled the

great points of divinity w ith admirable skill. He delivered

them with an uncommonly nervous address, and concluded

with a close and direct application to the hearts of the

people: by his fervent prayers, his sound doctrine was
turned into devotion.

Towards the close of life Mr. Stone was exercised with

much trouble. A misunderstanding arose betwixt him and

one of the elders of the church, m hich could not be rectified

without the dismission and removal of several pious members
further up the country. It is not easy to conceive how
extremely painful this was to his humble and holy soul.

He, however, continued feeding the, flock of God fourteen

years with Mr. Hooker, and sixteen years after him. In due

submission to God, he was desirous to leave the world and

be with Christ. Expressing his longing desires for heaven,

he used to say, " Heaven is the more desirable for such com-
pany as Hooker, and Shepard, and Hains, who are got there

before me.'"* He died July 20, 1663. Mr. Stone was a

pious, learned, and judicious divine, equally qualified for the

confirmation of the truth and the refutation of error. His

ministry was attended with the powerful demonstration and

application of the truth. His views of church discipline

were congregational.+ He published " A Discourse upon
the Logical Notion of a Congregational Church," of which

Dr. Mather gives a very high character.

* Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b. iii. p. 116—118.
f Morton's Memorial, p. 168.
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Thomas Patient was some time an independent

minister in New England, where he embraced the sentiments

of the baptists. This was probably the reason why he is not

mentioned by Dr.Cotton Mather, who seems to have possessed

a portion of that bigotry which disgraced some of his conntry-

men. Mr. Patient not beijig snftered to live quietly on the

other side the Atlantic, came over to England about the com-

mencement of the civil wars, and was chosen colleague with

the excellent Mr. William Kiffin,* pastor of the baptist

church in Devonshire-square, London. Their names are

united in the confession of faith published by the seven

baptist churches in London, in 1644.+ After this, he

travelled about the countrj', and was very industrious in pro-

pagating 'lis opinions. Crosby informs us, that he went over

to Ireland with General Fleetwood, lord-lieutenant of that

kingdom, who, having displaced Dr. Winter, appointed Mr.
Patient to preach in the cathedral of Dublin. He also

preached at other places through the country.* In Dublin
he became chaplain to Colonel John Jones, who married

the sister of Oliver Cromwell, and was one of the lords of

his house. Colonel Jones is described as a person lost in

fanaticism ; m hich, it is said, led him to prefer his favourite

chaplain Patient, before the regular clergy. Accordingly, he
was appointed to preach before Jones and the council, in

Christ's-church, Dublin, every Lord's day. It appears, from
Milton's State Papers, that Mr. Patient travelled into

different parts of Ireland along with the English army : Ho
dates a letter from the head-quarters, Kilkenny, April \5,

1650. Mr. Thomas has preserved the copy of a very

excellent letter, dated Dublin, the 12th of the 4th month,
l6o6, addressed to the churches of Ilston and Llantrisaint,

in Glamorganshire ; w hich is subscribed by Mr. Patient and
many others, and contains much excellent advice.§ Crosby
says, he was very instrumental in pronioting the interests of
the baptists in that country ; and was probably die founder of
the baptist church at Clough-Keating, which, at the time he
wrote, was in a very flourishing state.

||

We do not find in what year Mr. Patient returned to

England, but it was, most probably, after the restoration.

After his return, being chosen to the oflice ofjoint-elder with

* Avery interesting account of Mr. Kiflin lias been lately published.

—

See Wilson's Hist, and Antiquities of Dissenters, vol. i. p. 400.
+ Featley's Dippers Dipt, p. 177.

i Thurloe's State Papers, vol.iii. p. 90.—Crosby's Baptists, vol. iii. p. 43.

^ Thomas's MS. History, p. 14, 15.

]j
Crosby's Baptists, vol. iii. p. 43.
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Mr. Kiffin, he was set apart in Devonshire-square, June 2S,
1666; Mr. Harrison and Mr. Knollys assisting on the occa-
sion. In this office, however, he was not suffered to con-
tinue long, by reason of death ; as appears from the following
memorandum in the church-books belonging to that society :

—

" July 30, 1666: Thomas Patient was, on the 29th instant,

discharged by death from his work and office, he being then
taken from the evil to come ; and having rested from all his

labours, leaving a blessed savour behind him of his great

usefulness and sober conversation. This his sudden removal
being looked upon to be his own great advantage, but the
church's sore loss. On this day he was carried to his grave,

accompanied by the members of this and other congregations,

in a christian, comely, and decent manner."* Mr. Patient
published nothing besides " The Doctrine of Baptisme,"
1654,

William Thompson was a lively, powerful, and useful

preacher, but much persecuted for nonconformity. He was
preacher at some place in Lancashire ; where, through a

divine blessing upon his zealous and affectionate labours,

many souls were converted to God. This worthy servant of
Christ having endured manifold interruptions, he, to avoid

the furious proceedings of the prelates, retired from the

scenes of oppression and persecution ; and, in die year 1637,
he went to JNew England.!

Upon his arrival in the new plantation, he was chosen
pastor of the church at Braintree, where he continued for

many years in the faithful and successful discharge of his

numerous ministerial duties. Some time after his settlement

at Braintree, he was sent, by the churches of New England,
with the glad tidings of the gospel, to Virginia. But the

good effects of his mission became no sooner manifest than'

persecution was raised against lum, and he was driven I'lom

the place by those M'ho called themselves The Church of
England-t The good man, therefore, returned to his stated

charge at Braintree, where he continued the rest of his

days.

Towards the close of life Mr. Thompson was deeply
afflicted with melancholy ; and was obliged, several of his last

years, to relinquish all public ministerial exercises. It pleased

* Wilson's Hist, and Antiq. of Dissenting Churches, vol. i. p. 432, 433.
+ Morton's Memorial, p. 181. -

i Mather's Hist, of New England, b. iii. p. 119.
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God, however, in his last sickness, to remove the clouds of

darkness from his muu!, and to administer sweet consolation

to his soui. He feii uslecp in the Lord, December 10, 1666,

in the enjoyment of gieat peace and comfort. " Maik ihe

perfect inan, and behold the upngl.t; for the end of that

man is peace." Mr. Thompson had so warm an affection

for the weiiare of his peoj)le, and was so ardently zealous in

the propagation of the gospel among them, that he laid aside

his own ease and worldly advantage, and wholly employed

himself in promolmg the salvation of their souls.*

Samuel Oates, father to the infamous Titus Oatcs,f was

a popular preacher among the baptists, and a fellow-labourer

wiih Mr. Thomas Lamb, at the meeting-house in Bcil-ailey,

Coleman-street, London. Edwards, -who is mostly angry

with separatists from the established church, denominates

him a weaver, and endeavours to place him in the most

odious light. It appears, from this author, that he spent

much time in travelhng through different parts of the country,

with the view of disseminatmg his opinions. Speaking of

the county of Essex, he says, " Oates hath been sowmg his

tares and wild Oates in those parts these five weeks, without

any controul, and hath seduced and dipped many in Bocking

river; and when that is done, he hath a feast in the night,

and then the Lord's supper. All these are the works of

darkness." If Mr. Oates observed these things in the night,

the fault, if there were any, was none of his. The intolerance

of the times would not allow such exercises to be observed

» Hist, of New England, p. 161.

+ The following account is given of tliis man: He was restrained by no

principle, human or divine : like Judas, he would have done any thing for

thirty shillings, and was one of the most accomplished villains that we read

of in history. He was successively an anabaptist, a conformist, and a
papist; and then again a conformist. He had been chaplain on board the

fleet, whence he was dismissed for an unnatural crime. He was a man of

some cunning, more effrontery, and the most consummate falsehood. Soon

after the accession of James II., he was convicted of perjury, upon the

evidence of above sixty reputable witnesses. He was sentenced to pay a

fine of two thousand maxki; to be stripped of his canonical habit; to be

whipped twice in three days by the cnmmnn hangman ; and to stand in the

pillory at Westminster-hall gate, and at the Royal Exchange. He was,

moreover, to be pilloried five limes every year, and to be imprisoned during

life. The hangman performed iiis office with uncommon rigour. The best

thing James ever did was punishing Oates for his perjury ; and the greatest

thing Oa^e? ever did was supporting himself under the most afllictive part

of his punishment with the resolution and constancy of a martyr. The
lera of Oates's plot was the grand aera of Whig and Tory.

—

Granger's

Biog. Hist. vol. iv. p. 201, 202, 348.
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in the light of day. Crosby, alkidiiig to the above cir-

cumstance, observes that, in the year 1646, Mr. Oates took
a journey into Essex, preached in several parts of that

county, and baptized by immersion great numbers of people,
especially about Bocking, Braintree, and Terling. This
made the presbyterians in those parts very uneasy ; especially

the ministers, who complained bitterly that such things should
be permitted, and would have urged the magistrates to suppress
them. " No magistrate in the country, however, dare meddle
v/ith him ; for they say they have hunted such persons out of
the country into their dens in London, and imprisoned some
of them, but they have been released."*

If any credit may be given to Mr. Edwards, the conduct
of Mr. Oates and some others, in one of their excursions,

Mas highly censurable. He says, " I was informed for

certain, that, not long ago, Oates, an anabaptist, and some
of his fellows, went their progress into Essex to preach and
dip, and among other places they came to Billericay. On a
Tuesday at a lecture kept there, Oates and his company, with
some of the town, when the minister had done preaching,

went up in a body, about twenty of them, (divers of them
having swords,) into the upper part of the church, and there

quarrelled with the minister that preached, pretending they

would be satisfied about some things he had delivered, saying

(o him, he had not preached free grace. But the minister,

one Mr. Smith, replied, if they would come to a place where
he dined he would satisfy them ; but it was not a time now
to speak. AVhereupon these anabaptists turned to the people,

and said to them, they were under antichrist, and in anticlirist's

way," and more to the same purpose. After this they com-
mitted a riot in the town.+

The same author relates a circumstance in the life of Mr.
Oates, that was attended with more serious consequences.
** Last summer," says he, " I heard he went his progress into

Surrey and Sussex, but now this year he is sent out into

Essex. This Oates is a young lusty fellow, and hath traded

chiefly with young women and young maids, dij:>ping many
of them, though all is fish that comes to his net. A godly
minister of Essex, coming out of those parts, related, that

he hath baptized a great number ©f women, and that they

were called out of their beds to go a dipping in rivers,

dipping many of them in the night, so that their husbands
and masters could not keep them in their houses ; and it is

* Edwards's Gangrasna, partii. p. 3, 8.—Crosby 's Baptists, vol. i. p. 236.
+ Edwards's Gangraena, part i. p. 106. Third edit.
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commonly reported, that this Oates had for his pains ten

shiUings a piece for dipping the richer, and two shillings and

six-pence for the poorer. He came very bare and mean into

Essex, but, before he had done his work, was well lined, and

grown pursy. In the cold weather in March he dipped a

young woman, one Ann Martin, whom he held so long in the

water that she fell presently sick, and her belly swelled with

the abundance of water she took in ; and within a fortnight or

three weeks died, and upon her death-bed expressed her dip-

ping to be the cause of her death."* The enemies of the baptists

considered this as a fair opportunity for exercising their power
to oppress them. Accordingly, for this, " and other misde-

meanors, he was committed to Colchester jail, made fast in

irons, and bound over to the next sessions at Chelmsford.

The other crimes laid to his charge were these :
* That he

had preached against the assessments of the parliament and

the taxes laid upon the people, teaching them that the saints

were a free people, and should contribute not by compulsion,

but voluntarily ; but now, contrary to this, they had assess-

ment upon assessment, and rate upon rate.' That in his

prayers he made use of this petition :
' That the parliament

might not meddle with making laws for the saints, which

Jesus Chiist was to do alone.' Since his commitment," our

author adds, " there hath been great and mighty resort to him

in the prison. Many have come down from London in

coaches to visit him ; and I have a letter by me," says he,

" from a minister in Colchester, wherein he writes thus

:

* Oates, the anabaptist, hath had great resort to him in the

castle, both of town and country ; but the committee ordered

the contrary last Saturday.'
"

Mr. Oates was brought to trial April 7, l646, and acquitted

of the charge of murder ; but the judge bound him to his

good behaviour that for the future he should neither preach

nor dip. This, however, had very little effect upon him ; for,

on the following Lord's day, he returned to his work as usual.

Though Mr. Oates escaped with his life, the presbyterians

were determined he should not go unpunished. " The
people at Wethersiield," says Edwards, " hearing that Oates

and some of his companions were come to the town, seized on

them (only Oates was not in the company) and pumped them

soundly. And Oates coming lately to Dunmow in Essex,

some of the town hearing where he was, fetched him out of

» Edwards's GangraBna, part ii. p. 121. + Ibid. p. 122.
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the house, and threw him into the river, thoroughly dipping

him-"*

Dr. Calamy gives an account of a public disputation, in

which Mr. Gates was engaged with Mr. William Sheffield, a

minister afterwards ejected. He says, " Mr. Gates, an ana-

baptist, coming into the country, disturbed several congrega-

tions, and dispersed public challenges to dispute with any

minister or ministers upon the point of baptism. Several

justices of the peace sent to Mr. Sheffield, desiring him to

accept the challenge, and dispute the point with him in

Leicester-castle. He yielded to their desire, and, by agree-

ment, Sir Thomas Beaumont was moderator. At the

entrance of the dispute, Mr. Sheffield openly protested that

it was truth, and not victory, he was aiming at and pursuing;

ansl diat, tiierefore, if he could not answer the arguments

that should be brought against him, or maintain the points he

pretended to defend, against the opposition of his opponent,

he would frankly acknowledge before them. He desired the

same of Mr. Gates, who also agreed. The dispute continued

three hours, and was managed with great fairness and temper.

At length, Mr. Gates was gravelled with an argument, and

yet loudly called on by the people present either to answer,

or, according to promise, to confess he could not. Where-

upon he frankly confessed that he could not at present answer

it. The justices, at the breaking up of the meeting, obliged

^Ir. Gates to give his promise that he would no more disturb

the congregations in that county."f

Mr. Gates lived till after the restoration, when a place of

considerable importance was offered him by the Duke of

York. This temptation prevailed with him at first to conform

;

and he was presented to the living of Hastings in the county

of Sussex. Afterwards, according to Crosby, his conscience

smote him, and he left his living. Coming again among the

nonconformists, he returned to Mr. Lamb's congregation;

where he continued about live or six years, and died about the

year 1666. The same author, who styles him " a popular

preacher and a great disputant," says he was minister to a bap-

tist church in Lincolnshire.t Edwards charges Mr. Gates with

* Edwards's Gangrfena, part iii. p. 105, 106.

+ Calamy's Account, vol. ii p. 421, 422,—Such dispurationsas that now
related, and many others mentioned in this work, are to be regarded only

as a sort of religious duels, which can no more decide the equity of any

cause than an appeal to the sword or pistol, and ought to be as much
discounienanced among all denominations of christians.

:{: Crosby's Baptists, vol. iii. p. 60,61.
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the tenets of arminianism • and with having pubUcly declared

in his sermon in Bell-alley, " That the doctrine of God's
eternal election and predestination was a danniable doctrine."*

Bailie, on the other hand, charges him with propagating

antinomianhmA These contradictory charges we shall not,

however, attempt to reconcile. There is probably no more
truth in either of them than there was in similar charges

which they brought against his fellow-labourer, Mr. Lamb.j

John Wilson, A. M.—This excellent divine was born

at Windsor, in the year 1588, and educated tirst at Eton
school, then in King's college, Cambridge, where he was
chosen fellow. While at Eton, he twice narrowly escaped
being drowiled. He was a youth of considerable talents,

application, and improvement ; and when the Duke of Biron,

ambassador from the court of France, visited the school, he
was appointed to deliver a Latin oration in his presence, of

which this honourable person manifested his high approba-
tion by making him a very handsome present. During his

abode at Cambridge he became seriously concerned about

his soul. This soon awakened in his breast the warmest
desires for the welfare of others, especially the malefactors

in prison, whom he assiduously visited and instructed. He
remained for some time exceedinslv bigoted to the established

church, and decidedly averse to the puritans, as if they held

many strange and erroneous opinions. He utterly declined

their acquaintance
;
yet, on account of his precise deportment,

he was denominated one of them. Afterwards, by reading

some of their works, he saw cause for altering his opinion,

and for thinking more favourably of them, when he formed
an intimate acquaintance with Mr. Richard Rogers, Mr.
Greenham, Mr. Dod, and others. He now saw, as our
author observes, that they who were stigmatized by the name
of puiitans were the most suitable companions for one
seriously concerned about his own salvation. He, therefore,

embarked with them, though accounted the offscouring of

all thmgs, and united with several of liis brethren in the

university in keeping private meetings for prayer, fasting,

and religions conversation.^

Hitherto he remained a conformist, but determined to

examine the subject for himself. To this end he procured all

•* Edwards's Gangrsena, part i. p. 126. Socoid edit.

t Bailie's ADabaptism, p. 9.5. J Sec Art. Tbonjas Lamb.
S Mother's Hist, of Ne^ Edj, b. iii. p. 4i, 42.
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the books in his power, both for and against conformitj,

and entered upon a minute and impartial examination of

the arguments on both sides ; the result of which was, that

lie cordially espoused the principles of the nonconformists.

Mr. Wilson having, upon conviction, imbibed these senti-

ments, acted upon them, and omitted certain human impo-
sitions in the worship of God ; for which the Bishop of

Lincoln pronounced his expulsion from the university

within fifteen days, if he did not conform. Ilis father. Dr.

William Wilson, rector of Cliff, and prebendary of St, Paul's,

Kochester, and Windsor, used all the means in his power to

bring him back to conformity, and interceded with the

bishop to have a longer time allowed him. Mc sent his son

to several learned doctors, w ilh a view to have his scruples

and objections removed ; but this, instead of reclaiming

him, only served to confirm hira the more in his principles,

ilis father then diverted his attention from the ministry, and
directed him to the study of the law. He accordingly went
to London, and spent about three years at one of the inns of

court. All his father's eflfbrts, nevertheless, proved in-

eftectual. He was still bent upon the ministry, and he
could be satisiled with no other employment. Therefore,

with the consent of liis father, he returned to Cambridge,
and, by the favour of the Earl of Northampton, obtained

admission into Emanuel college without subscription.

Mr. Wilson, having finished his studies*at the university,

became chaplain in several rcs])ectable families; and after

preaching about thre(; yeius at Bumsted, Stoke, Clare, and
Cavendish, in Suftblk, he Avas chosen to succeed old Mr.
Jenkin, minister at Sudbury in that county, iieie he

])reachcd with great acceptance and applause for several

years ; but Avas at length suspended by the Bishop of Lon-
don ; and after being restored, he was again silenced by the

Bishop of Norwich. Afterwards, by the favour and media-

tion of the Earl of Warwick, he again obtained hi-?

miidsterial exercise. But, as he found himself constantly

exposed to fresh troubles, he resolved to withdraw from the

scenes of persecution, and retire into a foreign land.

Previous to his departure, visiting his father on his death-

bed, the old gentleman thus addressed him :
—" I have

taken much care of thee," said he, " while thou wast at the

imiversity, because thou wouldst not conform. I fain would
have bronght thee to some higher preferment ; but I see thy

conscience is very scrujmlous about some things imposed in

the church. Nevertheless, I liave rejoiced to see the grace
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and fear of God in thy heart ; and seeing thou hast hitherto
maintained a good conscience, and walked according to thy
light, do so still. Go by the rule of God's holy word, and
the Lord bless thee."* Previous to his departure from his
native country, he married the pious dauojhter of Lady
Mansfield.

In the year 1630, Mr. Wilson, together with a number of
his friends, embarked for New England, where they arrived
in the month of July. As the great object of these chris-

tian pilgrims, in leaving their uative country and settling in
this wilderness, was *' to enjoy the ordinances of the gospel,
and worship the Lord Jesus Christ according to his own
institutions;" so they were no sooner arrived than Mr.
Wilson, Governor Winthrop, and some others, entered into

a formal and solemn covenant with each other, to walk
together in the fellowsliip of the gospel. This covenant
was as follows:—" In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
" and in obedience to his holy will and divine ordinance,
*' we whose names are here underwritten, being, by his most
" wise and good providence, brought together to this part of
^' America^ in the Bay of Massachusets, and desirous to
^' unite ourselves in one congregation or church, under the
*' Lord Jesus Christ our head, in such sort as becometh all

" those whom he hath redeemed and sanctified to himself,
" do hereby solemnly and religiously (as in his most holy
" presence) promise and bind ourselves to walk in all our
*' ways according to the rule of the gospel, and in all
*' sincere conformity to his holy ordinances, and in mutual
" love and respect to each other, so near as God shall give
'' us grace.

" John Winthrop, Isaac Johnson,
Thomas Dudley, John Wilson, &c."t

A foundation was thus laid of the church at Charlestown,
in the Massachusets colony. This was in July^ im-
mediately on their arrival ; and in the month of August the
court of government ordered, that a dwelling-bouse should
be built for Mr. Wilson at the public expense, and the

governor and Sir Richard Saltonstall were appointed to put
the same into effect. By the same authority it was also

ordered, that Mr. Wilson's salary, till the arrival of his wife,

should be twenty pounds a year. However, before the
following winter, he, with the greater part of the church,
removed from Charlestown and settled at Trimountain,

* Mather's Hist, of New Eng. p. 42—44.
f Backus's Hist, of Baptists, vol. i. p. 46.

VOL. III. 2f
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afterwards called Boston. This they found a more healthy

and agreeable situation.*

Some time after Mr. Wilson's settlement at Boston, he
came over to England, when his wife, with many others,

returned with him to the new plantation. He afterwards

came to England a second time, and, upon his return, four

ministers and nearly two hundred passengers accompanied
him. He continued pastor of the church at Boston to the

day of his death, and was greatly admired and beloved.

The celebrated Dr. Ames used to say, " If J might have my
choice of the best situation on this side heaven, I would be
teacher to a congregational church of which Mr. Wilson
was pastor." This happiness enjoyed Mr. Cotton, and after

him Mr. Norton, in the church of Boston. He was a most
exact and judicious preacher, especially in his younger
years, and was greatly admired by Dr. Goodwin, Mr.
Burroughs, and other celebrated divines. During the latter

l)art of his life he took greater liberties ; when his sermons
chiefly consisted of exhortations, admonitions, and counsels,

delivered with nmch warmth and aftection.

He was a man of great piety, and uncommon charity and
liberality, employing all his estate to supply the wants of

the necessitous. Being of a sweet natural disposition, he
was universally beloved, and accounted the very father of
the new plantation. All the inhabitants of tlic town being
once upon a general muster called together, a gentleman
present thus observed to ^Ir. Wilson ; " Sir," said he, " here

is a mighty body of people, and there are not seven of them
all who do not love Mr. Wilson." To which he replied,

" Sir, I will tell you something as strange : There is not

one among them all but Mr. Wdson loves."

Mr. Wilson was a man of a meek and quiet spirit, and
always discovered a becoming resignation to the will of

God. When at any time he sustained any outward losses,

he quietly submitted himself to his heavenly Father's will.

Having been once on a journey, a person of his acquaint-

ance met him on the road and told him, saying, " Sir, I

have bad news for you. While you have been abroad,

your house is burnt down." To which he meekly replied,
*' Blessed be God : he has burnt down this house, because

he intends to give me another." He vigorously opposed
the antinomian and familislic errors in the synod of 1637,
but too much favoured the prosecutions of the quakers and

* Morse and Parish's Hiat. p. 39, 40.
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baptists, by encouraging the magistrates to put the penal
laws in execution against them. Indeed, this was the

common error of those times.*

Mr. Wilson, during his last sickness, was visited by all

the neighbouring ministers, who tuok their final farewell

with many tears. The elders of his own church also came
to see him, when the venerable old man, after olfering up a
short prayer, lifted up both his hands, and blessed them,
saying, " I am not likely to be long with you. The Lord
pardon and heal us, and make us more heavenly, and take

us off from the world, and make us burning lights by our
doctrine and example. I beseech the Lord, with all my heart,

to bless you, and to bless all his churches, to bless all his

people, all your families, all your wives, and all your chil-

dren, and your children's children, and make us all more and
more meet for our inheritance, and in good time bring us to

enjoy it." As the hour of his departure approached, he lifted

up his hands towards heaven and said, " I shall now soon be
with ray old friends. Dr. Preston, Dr. Gouge, Dr. Sibbs, Dr.

Taylor, Dr. Ames, Mr. Cotton, Mr. Norton, and my children

and grandchildren in the kingdom of my God." And after

offering a short and affectionate prayer, he died, August T,

1667, in the seventy-ninth year ofhis age, having been pastor

of the church at Boston thirty-seven years. + During all the

changes through which he lived, " he continued unmoved
in his principles, full of faith and prayer, eminent for

sincerity and humility, and highly distinguished for love

and acts of kindness. He was eminently charitable in his

deportment, orthodox in judgment, and holy in conversa-

tion ; and few ever left the world so universally reverenced,

beloved, and laraented."t

.

Abraham Ciieare was born at Plymouth; and being

favoured with religious parents, he enjoyed a pious and
useful education. He knew the scriptures from a child,

and found constant delight in searching them. Having
espoused the peculiar sentiments of the baptists, he was bap-
tized by immersion, and, about the year 1648, admitted a
member of the baptist church at Plymouth. He was soon

after called by the church to the office of pastor. He
possessed eminent gifts and graces, and preached the gospel

with great success. The Lord having owned and blessed

his labours, the church, by its united efforts, purchased

* Mather's Hist. b. iii. p. 44— 16. + Ibid. p. 46—49

J Morton's Memorial, p. 183.
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certain premises within the borougli of Plymouth, near

Franliford-gale, about the year 1651, and after making
suitable alterations for their own convenience, they nsed the

same for a place of public worship. Here they continued

to assemble in peace and comfort till the fatal year 1662

;

when Mr. Cheare was apprehended, and cast into prison,

for holding an imlawful conventicle. The church now
became as sheep without a shepherd, surrounded with cruel

and hungry wolves. The worthy pastor endured five years'

confinement in six different prisons, and was at last banished,

for a testimony of his love to Christ, to the island of St.

Nicholas, near Plymouth ; where he died a most happy
death, March 5, 1668. The church, at the time of his death,

consisted of one hundred and fifty members.*

Crosby, by mistake, says he was ejected from Plymouth,

and was afterwards minister to a numerous congregation at

Looe in Cornwall. He was a very pious, laborious, and
useful preacher ; he took great pains in his ministry, and
wrote many seasonable lessons to youth while he was in

bonds for Christ. In the year 1665 he was imprisoned in the

Guildhall, Plymouth ; from whence, after a month's detention,

he was sent to the above island. Previous to this removal he

affixed the follpwing lines to the wall of the prison :+

Nigh four years since, sent out from hence
To Exon goal was I

;

But special grace, in three months' space,

Wrought out my liberty.

'Till Bartholomew, iu sixty-two,

That freedom did remain

:

When, witliout bail, to Exon goal

I hurried was again.

Where having lain, as do all the slain,

'Mong dead men, wholly tree

;

Full three years' space, my native place

By leave I come to see.

And thought not then, I here again
A month's restraint should find

:

Since to my den, cast out from men,
I'm dming life design'd.

But since ray lines, the Lord assigns

In such a lot to be;
I kiss the rod, confess my God

Deals faithfully with me.
My charged crime, in his due time

He fully will decide

;

And until then, forgiving men.
In peace with him I 'bide.

* Meen'i MS. Collec. p. 494, 495. + Crosby's Baptists, vol. iii. p. 12.
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This excellent person, after suffering Uie most cruel
usage, and enduring numerous inhumanities from merciless
jailers, for more than three years, was continued a pri-

soner under military guard upon the foregoing island. On
the Lord's day preceding his deatli, he addressed a chris-

tian lady, then all the family, in the following manner :

"Ah ! sister," said he, "the Lord gave you a heart to
own and profess him, liis name, and ways early, when
they were ways tvery where spoken against; and you have
held up, and out, the profession thereof in a flourishing day,
and now are concerned in, and with the same, in this hour
of temptation, at which I beseecli yon be not affrighted or
offended. You know how it fared with our Lord and
Master, whom the religious, as well as the profane world,
persecuted and expelled their coasts. The servant is not
above his master. It is true, you have had the name of a gen-
tlewoman, and of being descended of great parentage, and
raised to great things on a worldly account : but keep these
all under foot as you ought, and let that still be the song,
Worthj/ is the Lamb to receive power and riches, wisdom
and strength, honour and glory, and blessing. Oh ! give up
all to him, as Araunah of old, as a king to a king, so let

the offering be given up clieerfully, and resignedly, entirelj

to him.
" I bless God, I have learned something of this in con-

versing with you, of your readiness and freeness heretofore,
and now to lay out for the Lord. Though I now go the
way of all flesh

; jci you know in all your hearts, and in
all your souls, that we have none of us cause to be sorry or
repent for what we have laid out for the Lord. And you,
for your part, have heretofore entertained saints, yea, it

may be angels, unawares. The Lord reward you for it

;

and the God, under whose wings you trust, be your great
reward. But, oh ! take Jieed your good be not evil spoken
of; and that your table become not a trap, nor what was
provided for good, turn to your hurt, 1 desire the Lord
Jesus may teach you to look carefully about you, that you
lose not the things you have wrouglit, but receive a full

reward. I remember it is said of Abel, that though dead,
lie yet speaketh; and have thought that word, in a bad
sense, looked at me and many otliers, who, Avhile living,

have been but dead speakers : but I am now hastening to
another kind of death, where, after worms have consumed
this flesh and bones, I may be brought forth as a living,
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speaking witness in tliose words of mine, against such as

slight the instruction of them."

He then gave thaniis to God for the hope he possessed of
eternal life through Jesus Christ, and warned his friends to

improve the present dispensation, and the religious oppor-
tunities now atlbrded. He spoke, with tlie deepest concern,

of the national guilt in persecuting God's faithful servants

;

and, with the strongest assurance and joy of the delight

which God takes in his 'suffering saints, and the ample
rccompence with which he will crown their present sor-

rows. He then addressed his friends as follows

:

" I charge you," said he, " in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and as you will ever answer it at the great day, that

you make religion your business, and that you make not

godliness a slight thing, nor walking with God a small

matter, as ever you hope to stand with boldness before

God in judgment. God, indeed, hath taken strength

from these arms of mine. I speak it not as if I murmured
at it, or by way of discouragement, as if he could not, if it

pleased him, raise dead bones, and of stones make children

to Abraham."*
This pious servant of God, having thus addressed tliose

about hira, desired them to lift up his arras, when he
solemnly charged them, that they would, by lifting and
holding up his hands, bear witness to it as his dying charge
to them all. He pressed them to make it their great

business the remainder of their days, to live to the praise

and glory of the Lord Jesus, and in true obedience to his

will. During nearly the whole of his illness, he continued

glorifying God, and exhorted all who visited him to stead-

fastness and perseverance, notwithstanding the perils of the

times. About three hours previous to his dissolution, a
friend perceiving him under great pressures, said to him,
" They looked unto the Lord, and were lightened : a right

look will bring down relief under ail difficulties." " Yea,"
replied he, with great earnestness, " and their faces were not

ashamed;" after which he spoke no more, but fell asleep in

the Lord.

Mr. Cheare, during his imprisonment, wrote many
excellent letters to his friends, in which he warmly and
affectionately exhorted them to holy constancy and stead-

fastness. One of these epistles was occasioned by certain

* Crosby's Baptists, vol. iii, p. 13—16.
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provisions sent to liim and his fellow-prisoners; and is

dated the 22nd of the 9th month, 1667, and addressed,

" Unto our brethren and friends, in the bonds and bowels

of the gospel, whose hands have made them willing, under

the bounteous influences of the God of Israel, to comfort

the Jiearts of the unworthy prisoners of the Lord in Ply-

mouth Island by a costly present; and to every one who
hath contributed or helped therein to a tender groan, or the

value of a cup of cold \va(cr, be a large recompence of

reward given in grace, and ascertained in glory, by him
who is not unfaithful to forget such labour of love shewed
to his name." This letter, containing many pious and
generous sentiments, is still preserved.*

This holy man wrote several religious tracts, some of

which were published after his death, entitled, " Words iu

Season;" to which Avas annexed the following account of

the author :—" If any inquire," says the writer, " what
might occasion so much severity as to detain the author a
prisoner so many years, and till death ? It may suffice to

insert here, that he left the state of his case, under his hand,

setting forth the illegality and unrighteousness of the pro-

ceedings against him. He never, in the former wars, was
unlisted in any troop or comp;iny under pay ; and in the

trained-bands of the town where he served, never was
accounted worthy of promotion ; nor in tlie corporation,

whereof he was a member, ever advanced so high as a
constable ; and never bettered his estate one fartliing by all

the propitious advantages that might have given him oppor-

tunity of so doing : nor was he conscious to himself of the

least desire of adding to what he possessed, by any present

or future advantages, to which any favourable overtures of

the times might tempt him. He never improved his own
interest in any place or office of trust or profit, civil, mili-

tary, or ecclesiastical ; save only for a few weeks, unknown
to him, and against his will, he was made a chaplain to the

fort, but quickly got himself discharged from it. Never
was he concerned in, or truly charged with any plot,

mutiny, or tumult, giving the least disturbance, occasion of

fear, or jealousy. This then was the only thing that could

give colour to such proceedings ; that he, being convinced

of his duty to his Lord, by tlie light of scripture, joined

himself in a holy covenant, to walk in all the ordinances of
the Lord blameless, to the best of his light and power, in

fellowship with a poor and despised people."t

* Croiby's Baptists, toI. iii. p. 17—24. * Ibid. p. 24—SO-



440 LIVES OF THE PURITANS.

Richard Mather.—This excellent divine was bom at

Lowton in Lancashire, in the year 1596, and educated first

at Winwick school in that counjy, then at Brazen-nose

college, Oxford, Afterwards he was cliosen minister and
schoolmaster at Toxtcth-park, near Liverpool. His first

sermon was preached November 13, 1618, to a crowded
assembly, and with great acceptance. He was ordained

by Bishop Morton of Chester, who, at the close of the

service, selected him from the rest who had been ordained,

intimating that he wished to speak to him alone. Mr.
Mather was afraid of some information on account of his

puritanism
;
yet, when the bishop had called him from the

rest of the company, he said, " I have an earnest request to

make of you, sir, and you must not deny me. I know the

prayers of men who fear God will avail ranch ; and you
I believe to be such a one. I therefore request that you
would pray for me."

Mr. Mather entered upon his sacred charge with g'reat

zeal and fidelify. He preached twice every Lord's day
at Toxtcdi, ajid delivered a lecture regularly at Prescot.

This he did without interruption for fifteen years, until the

month of August, 1633 ; when complaints were brought

against him, and he was suspended for nonconformity.

His suspension did not, however, continue very long ; for

in November followuig, by the kind intercession of several

worthy friends, he was again restored. This awakened him
to a close examination of the controversy about ecclesiastical

matters, the result of which was, Ihat he became m.ore than

ever dissatisfied with the established church, and fully

persuaded that the jirinciples and government of congrega-

tional churches was the model laid down in the New
Testament.

This worthy divine did not, indeed, long enjoy liis

liberty. For, the next summer, Archbishop Neile of York,*
sending his visitors into Lancashire, he was again brought

under the ecclesiastical censure. During his examination

before his unmerciful judges, they would not sutler him
to speak for himself; but proceeded to suspend him, with-

out hearing what he had to say in his own defence.

While his persecutors treated him with so much rashness

and severity, he was enabled to exercise much wisdom,

* It is obsprved that Arcbbishop Neile taught the people to pray for hii

predecessor after he was dead, on which account the king very seasonably

admonished him for his inclinations to popery.

—

Mather's Hist of New
Eng. b. iii. p. 125.

—

Clark's Lives anwxcd to his Martyrologie, p. ISt.
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prudence, and submission to the will of God. This appears

tioni hisowii private memorial following:—" I have this to

bless God for," says he, '-• tliat the terror of tlicir threaten-

ings, their pursuivants, and the rest of their pomp, did not
terrify my mind : but I stood before them without being in

the least daunted ; and answered for myself, when per-

mitted to speak, with that truth and soberness which the

Lord put into my mouth, not fearing their faces. This
supporting presence of the Lord I count not a nruch less

mercy than if I had been altogether preserved out of their

hands." When the pious ecclesiastics inquired how long
he had been a minister, and being told fifteen years ; they
asked how long he had wore the surplice, and being
informed that he had never wore it, " What," said one of
them, with an oath, " preach fifteen years and never wejsr

" a surplice! It had been better for him if he had gotten
" seven bastards!!!"*

Mr. Mather being again deprived of his liberty, and all

means of obtaining his restoration provhig ineifectual ; and
having no prospect of deliverance from the tyrannical

sentence in future, he resolved to reniovc with his family to

New England. He accordingly drew up his reasons, and
presented them to his friends, who justified his conduct;.
and even his friends at Toxteth, who dearly loved and
valued him, could not oppose the design. By transporting

himself to the new continent, he said, " He should remove
from a corrupt to a purer church :—from a place where the

truth, and tlie professors of it, are persecuted, to a place of
greater quiet and safety :—From a place where all the

ordinances of God cannot be enjoyed, to a place where
they may be enjoyed :—From a place where the discipline

of the Lord Jesus Christ is wanting, to a place where it

may be practised :—From a place where the ministers of
God are unjustly prohibited from the exercise of their

functions, to a place where they may freely execute the

same :—And from a place where there are fearful signs of

desolation, to a place where one muy have a well-grounded
hope of God's protection."!

He was further encouraged in the undertaking by letters

which he received from Mr. Hooker and others, already

settled in the new colony. In one of these letters, Mr-
Hooker gave him the most flattering account, saying, " If

I speak ray own thoughts freely and fully, though there

* Clark's Lives, p. 130.—MathcrVHist, b. iii. p, 122—125. + Ibid.
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are many places where men nr.iy expect and obtain greater
worldly advanlas:e; yet, I do believe, there is not a place
oa tlie face of the earth wlicre a person of a judicious
head and a gracious heart may receive greater spiritual
good to himself, and do more temporal and spiritual good
to others." Tiiercfore, after taking h ave of his numerous
friends, he travelled to Bristol in disguise, to escape the
hungry pursuivants, who sought to apprehend him ; and
sailed from thence May 23, 1635, and arrived at Boston the
1 7th of August following. Thus he was delivered from the
persecution with which he was exercised while in his native
country.

When the ship in which he sailed arrived on the coast
ofNew England, they were involved in a most tremendous
Imrricane, and in the utmost danger of being lost. Mr.
Mather, in his journal of the 15th of August, after giving
a circumstantial and very afiecting account of the danger,
observes : " In this extremity and appearance of death, we
cried unto the Lord, and he was pleased to have mercy
upon us. By his overruling-providence, he guided the
ship, and assuaged the violence of the sea and the wind.
The Lord on that day granted us as wonderful a deliver-
ance, I think, as ever any people enjoyed ; and the seamen
confessed they never knew the like. I hope we shall not
forget it to our dying day. During the whole of the storm
my fear Avas the less when I considered the clearness of my
call from God. In some measure, the Lord gave us hearts
to be content and willing that he should do with us and
ours as he pleased, and as might be most for his glory

:

and here we rested. But Avlien the news was brought
that the danger was over, oh ! how our hearts did melt
within us. We burst into tears of joy and love to our
gracious God, and in admiration of his marvellous de-
liverance."*

The year after his arrival, Mr. Mather was chosen pastor
of the church newly formed at Dorchester, where he con-
tinued all the rest of his days. He was a man of most
exemplary piety and diligence. His excellent spirit and
character may be seen from the following instrument,
which, about this time, he drew up or renewed for his own
private use :t

" Promises made to God, by me, Richard Mather.
L " Touching my ministry.—That I will be more painful

» Clark's Lives, p. 130.—Mather's His<. b. iii. p. 126. + Ibid. p. 127.
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and diligent in private preparation, by reading, meditation,

and prayer.—That in and after preaching I will carneslly

strive against inward pride and vain-glory.—That before

and after preaching I will seek unto the Lord for his

blessing upon his word, more carefully than in time past.

2. " Touching my family.—That 1 will be more frequent

in religious discourse with (hose in my house, and be more
careful in catechizing my children.

3. " Touching myself.—That I will strive more against

worldly cares and fears, and the inordinate love of worldly

things.—That I will be more frequent and regular in private

l)rayer.—That I will practise more seriously and frequently

the duty of self-examination.—That 1 will strive against

carnal security and excessive sleeping.—That I will strive

against vain jangling and the misspending of time.

4. " Touching: others.—That I will be more careful and
zealous to do good to their souls by private instructions,

exhortations, and reproofs.—Tliat I will be ready to do
offices of kindness and love, not for the praise of men, or to

purchase commendation, but out of conscience to the com-
mand of God.
" Renewed with a profession of my own inability,

and a desire that I may fetch power from Christ, to live

upon him, and act from him in all spiritual duties. June
15, 163G,

" Richard Mather."

Such were the promises and engagements into which this

pious divine entered. He was resolved, by the help of the

Lord, to devote his time, his talents, and his all, to the

honour of his God and the welfare of immortal souls. Mr.
Mather preached his last sermon from 2 Tim. iv. 6—8.

The time of my departure is at hand. I have fought
a good Jight. I haxe finished my course, Sfc. He was pre-

sently after seized with a total obstruction of urine. Though
he laboured under extreme pain, he was a pattern of pati-

ence to all beholders. He never murmured, and seldom
groaned, but resigned himself to the will of God. Being
asked how he did, he meekly answered, " Far from well,

yet better than mine iniquities deserve." When his son

reminded him of the Lord's goodness and faithfulness

towards him all his days, he immediately replied, " Yes, I

must acknowledge the mercy of God hath been very great

towards me all my life ; but I must also acknowledge, that

I have had many failings, and the thoughts of them abaseth
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me, and v/orketli patience in me." Being desirous to be car-

ried into his stu{ly, where, he observed, " his books wanted
him," his friends endeavoured to heip him : but finding

liiniself unable to bear the I'atigue, he said, " I see I am not

able. I have not been in my study for several days. Is it not

a lamentable thing that I should lose so much time?" His
son, perceiving the symptoms of death upon him, said, " If

there be any thing which you v/ould have me to do, in case

the Lord should spare me, and take you to heaven, I wish
you to mention it." After pausing a little, with his eyes

and hands lifted up to heaven, he said, " That which I

would commend to you is, the care of the rising generation,

that they may be brought under the government of Christ

;

and that, wiien grown up atid qualified, they and their

children be baptized. I must confess 1 have been defective

in practice; yet I have publicly declared my judgment, and
manifested my desires to practise that whicii I think ought
to be attended to

;,
but the dissenting of some in our church

discouraged me. I have thought that persons might have

a right to baptism, and not to the Lord's supper ; and I see

no cause to alter my judgment." His extreme pain con-

tinued to the last; and he died April 22, 1669, aged
seventy-three years. According to our historian, " he was
a man of most exemplary piety, an excellent scholar, and a
plain, judicious, and majestic preacher, shooting the arrows

of divine truth into the hearts of his hearers."* Wood
denominates him " a pious man, and a zealous and laborious

preacher;" and adds, " that he was much followed by the

precise party," as he in contempt styles them ; but " that he

was a severe Calvinist, and no friend to the church of

England."t
A copy of Mr. Mather's last will and testament, dated

October 16, 1661, is still preserved; the conclusion, which
is an address to his children, is worthy of being transmitted

to posterity.—" I think it not amiss," says he, " for the

spiritual good of my cliildren, to lay upon them the solemn

charge of a dying father; that none of them, after my
decease, may presume to walk in any way of sin, or in a

careless neglect of God, and the things of God, and their

own salvation by Christ. For if they sludl do so, (which

God forbid,) then, and in such case, I do hereby testify unto

them, that their father who begat them, and their mother

* Mather's Hist. b. iii, p. 127, 129.

i Athenae Oxon. vol. ii. p. 305, 306.
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who bore them, with all the prayers which they have offered

up, and tears which they have shed for them; tlieir ex-

ample, their admonitions, and their exhortations, M'hich.

they have delivered to them,"together with this my last v, ill

and solemn charge ; all these will rise up against them, as

so many testimonies for their condemnation at the last day.
But I hope better things of them ; and do hereby declare

unto them, that if they shall seriously repent of their sins,

believe in the Lord Jesus, and by his grace walk in all the

ways of God, as this will be to the honour and glory of him
who made them, so it will redound to their own unspeakable
comfort and benefit, both in tiiis and another world : and
their father who now speaketh to them, with their dear
mother, now with God, shall exceedingly rejoice in the day
of Christ, when we shall receive our children into those

everlasting habitations; and shall, not ourselves onl}^, but
those who came out of our bowels, enjoy their portion in

that eternal glory. I desire and hope it may be so. I

commend them all to the Lord's gracious blessing ; and let

the blessing of God in Jesus Christ be poured out and
remain upon them all for evermore, amen."*

Mr. Mather was twice married. His first wife was the

pious daughter of Edward Holt, esq. of Bury in Lan-
cashire, and his second wife the widoAV of Mr. John Cotton.

He had four sons employed in fhe ministry, all eminent in

their day. Nathaniel, Samuel, and Increase were preachers

in England, and all ejected by the fatal Act of Uniformity,
in 1662.+ His son Eleazer was pastor of the church at

Northampton in New England, where he died a few months
after his father. The celebrated Dr. Cotton Mather, well
known by his historical and other Avritings, was his grandson.

His Works.—1. A Discourse on the Church Covenant, 1643.--

2. An Answer to Thirty-two Questions, 1643.—3. Answer to Mr.
Charles IJerle and to Mr. Samuel Rutherford, wherein is defended
the Congregational Way of Church Government, and how it differs

from the Presbyterian, 1646.—4. An Heart-melting Exhortation,
together with a Cordial of Consolation, presented in a Letter from
New England to his Countrymen in Lancashire, 1650.— 5. A
Catechism, 1650.—6. A Treatise of Justification, 1652.—7. A Defence
of the Churches of New England.—8. A Farewell Exhortation to

the Church and People at Dorchester, consisting of seven Directions.

—He had a principal hand in drawing up " The Platform of Church
Discipline, agreed unto by the Elders and Messengers of the Churches
assembled in the Synod at Cambridge in New England, in the year
1648."

• Clark's Lives, p. 13T.

, + Palmer's Noncon. Mem. toI, ii. p. 4, 245, 355,
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Zechariah Symes was born at Canterbury, April 5,

1599, and received his education at Cambridge. He
descended from worthy and pious ancestors, who opposed
the progress of idolatry, and favoured the gospel, during

the persecutions of Queen Marj^ He trod in the steps of

liis forefathers ; was pious from a child, averse to supersti-

tious novelties in divine worship, and a sufferer for noncon-

formity. After finishing his studies at the university, he
was employed by several persons of quality as tutor to

their children
;
yet not without molestation from the prelates.

In the year Ui2l he was chosen lecturer at St. Antholin's

church, London ; Avhere he met with many troubles from

the ecclesiastical courts, for refusing to observe certain rites

and ceremonies contrary to the convictions of his conscience.

lie was, at length, obliged to leave the place, when he
removed, in 1625, to Dunstable; but there his persecutors

followed him. He was often summoned to appear in the

bishops' courts, and interrupted in his ministry ; and seeing

no prospect of better days in his own country, he withdrew
from the cruel persecution, in tlie year 1635, and fled to

New England. Upon his arrival in the new colony he was
chosen teacher to the church at Charlestown, of which Mr.
James was pastor, where he continued the remainder of his

days. He was a man of excellent abilities, integrity, and
zeal, and a reverend and laborious preacher.* He died

February 4, 1670, in the seventy-first year of liis age. Mr.
Symes being invited to assist in the formation of a christian

church at Woburn in New England, it is said, " he
continued in preaching and prayer about foifr or Jive

hours'^ He appears, however, to have exercised some
degree of severity against the baptists.:}:

John Davenport, B. D.—This learned divine was boru
at Coventry, in the year 1597, and educated first in Mertou
college, then in Magdalen-hall, Oxford. Having finished

his studies at the university, he was called to preach in

London, where his rare ministerial endowments, and his

pious courage in visiting the sick during the raging of

the plague, soon brought him into public notice. His
sermons were distinguished by the labour with wliich they

were prepared, and by the gravity, the energy, the plea-

* Hist, of New Eng. p. 70.—Mather's Hist. b. iii. p. 131, 132.

+ Morse and Parish's liist. p." 110.

% Backus's Hist, of Baptists, vol. i. p. 362,
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santness, and the engaging elocution with which tliey were
delivered. His very enemies allowed him to be an excel-

lent preacher ; and by his midnight studies, and his un-
common industry, he obtained the just reputation of a
universal scholar.

About the year 1626 Mr. Davenport was chosen one of <he

feoffees for buying impropriations ; but Bishop Laud, looking

with great jealousy upon the undertaking, lest it should

become the nursery of puritanism, put an effectual stop to

it. This he did, to the great grief of all good people, and
the lasting reproach of his own character. About the same
time Mr. Davenport, by a conference with Mr. Cotton,

became an avowed, but a peaceable nonconformist. Soon
after his removal to London he became vicar of St.

Stephen's church, Coleman-street, where he continued some
years. Here liis preaching, with that of Mr. Norton's, was
instrumental in the conversion of the excellent Mr. Kiffin.*

In the year 1631 he was convened before Bishop Laud, by
whose arbitrary proceedings he was afterwards driven into

Holland. f He was also convened before the high commis-
sion as a notorious delinquent, only for uniting with some
other worthy persons in promoting a private subscription

for the poor distressed ministers of the Palatinate, even after

public collections failed. + Previous, liowever, to his depar-

ture for Holland, finding himself in danger, he called

together the principal people of his charge, desiring their

opinion and advice ; when he acknowledged their right to

liim as their pastor, and declared that no danger sliould

drive him from any service which they required or expected
from him. But with a noble disinterestedness of soul,

which reflected great honour upon them, and demonstrated
their tender affection, they relieved him from his scruples of

conscience ; and, though aware of their own loss, they
advised him to resign his office for his own safety. Having
sent in his resignation, instead of enjoying the peace and
quietness which he expected, he found himself more offici-

ously watched than ever, being continually hunted l)y

hungry pursuivants. Therefore, in the year 1633, he fled

from the storm and retired to Holland, where he was imme-
diately chosen co-pastor with Mr. John Paget to the English

church at Amsterdam.^

* Wilson's Hist, and Antiq. of Dissenters, vol. i. p. 404, 405,

+ Wharton's Troubles of Laud, vol. i. p. 526.

:f Huntley's Prelates' Usurpations, p. 164.

S Mather's Hia, of New Eiig. b. Hi. p. 51—53.
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Mr. Davenjjort did not, however, enjoy much comfort in

this new situation. His objections against the promiscuous
admission otchildren to tlieordinanceof baptism excited con-

siderable opposition ; and he soon found that he must baptize

children avJicu there was no charitable evidence of their be-

longing to christian parents, or give up his pastoral relation

to the church. Therefore, in the year 1635, he resigned his

charge, and opened a catechetical exercise at his own
lodgings every Lord's day evening, after the public ser-

vices of the city were over. But the popularity of his

talents soon collecting great nnmi)crs, increased the jealousy

and opposition of the contiary party, lie then returned

to England, saying, " that he thought God had carried him
to Holland on purpose to bear witness against that promis-

cuous baptism, which bordered on a profanation of the

holy ordinance." He used to observe, that when the

reformation of the church had been effected in any age or

country, it was seldom advanced beyond the improvements

of tiie first reformers; and that it was as easy to remove
Noah's ark from Ararat, as to persuade j)eople to proceed

beyond the first remove of their leaders.* This coincides

with the just observation of the celebrated Mr. John
Jiobinson. " The Calvinists," said he, " stick just where

John Calvin left them."

Mr. Davenport had long been a warm friend to New
England. He took an active part with some others in

obtaining the patent of Massachusets colony. His purse

and his time had l^een emplojed to promote the advantage

of the new plantation, even before his departure to Holland.

^^!iis now seemed, to be the only field in which he could

carry his ideas of ecclesiastical reformation to their full

extent. About th^ same time Mr. Cotton, of Boston in New
England, wrote to him, saying, " that the order of the

churches and commoiiAvealth was now so settled in that coun-

try, that it reminded him of the new heaven and new earth,

wherein dwelleth righteousness," which led him to determine

to cross the Atlantic. Therefore, in the year 1637, Mr.

Davenport, with several eminent christians and their families,

went over to New England. Among these adventurers were

Mr. Eaton and Mr. Hopkins, two London merchants, men
of good estates, and higidy celebrated for wisdom and
piety. The Oxford historian, by mistake, therefore observes,

that Mr. Daveiiport did not return from Holland till after

* Mather's Hist, of New JEng. b. Hi. p. 51—53.
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the commencement of the civil wars, when he came to

England, and obtained a benefice in Ihe church ; but after-

wards went to New England.*
When this learned divine fled to New England, with a

view to escape the storm of persecution in his own country,

Archbishop Laud said, "My arm shall reach him there;"

but whether the cruel oppressions of this arbitrary prelate

were, in this instance, equally extensive as his wishes,

appears extremely doubtful.t Upon ihe arrival of Mr.
Davenport and his friends, they foimd the colony deeply
agitated by the antinomian and familistic errors, which, by
the influence of a bold woman, liad shaken the pillars of
the government, and threatened the existence of the churches.

She held public assemblies in her own house, and expounded
the scriptures to all who came, Mr. Davenport arrived just

before the famous synod at Cam.bridge, appointed to con-

sider the errors that were then propagated. His assistance

and influence on this occasioji v/ere peculiarly seasonable.

In the conclusion, he was appointed to announce the result

of the synod, when he preached a sermon from Phil. iii. 15.,

in which, it is said, " he shewed the occasion of differences

among christians, and, with much wisdom and sound argu-

ment, persuaded the people to unity."±

In the month of March, 16S8, Mr. Davenport, Mr.
Prudden, and Mr. Eaton, brother to the above person of
this name, removed, with many families, from Massachusets,

intending to form a new settlement at Quinipioke. Thej
had formed a high opinion of the situation, and expected
there to escape the power of a general governor, whom they
feared would soon be sent over. The good people of
Massachusets parted very reluctantly with these valuable

brethren. Charlestown made them large oflers to induce
tliem to settle there. Newbury generously offered them their

whole town, and the legislature kindly offered them any
place they should choose, which had not been already

granted. But Quinipioke, which they now called New
Haven, was the spot on which they resolved to fix their

station, and no allurements could divert their attention from
it. The first public service observed in this new plantation

was on Lord's day, April 18, 1638, under a large spreading:

.

oak. Mr. Davenport preached from Matt. iii. 1. on the

temptations of the wilderness. Here he endeavoured to

* Wood's AthensE, vol, ii, p. 334.

+ Wharton's Troubles of Laud, vol, i. p. 348.

J Morse and Parish's Hist, p, 71.

VOL. HI. 2&
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establish a civil and religious order more strictly according

to the word of God, than he had seen exhibited in any other

part of the world. He was an original genius, and the plan he

adopted was his own ; and, our author adds, " if success be

any evidence of merit, he certainly has high claims to the

veneration and gratitude of nations."* There the famous
church of New Haven, as also the neighbourhig towns,

enjoyed his ministry, his disciplhie, his government, and his

universal direction for many years. The holiness, the

watchfulness, and the usefulness of his ministry, are worthy
of the remembrance of all who would set before them an
example of ministerial excellence. His attention and in-

fluence extended to all the churches. He was a man of

much devotion ; and he used to say, " ejaculatory prayer

is like arrows in the hands of the mighty; and happy is the

man who hath his quiver full of them."
Mr. Davenport was scrupulously careful in the admission

of persons to the Lord's table. To promote church-purity

was one important object of his lite. It was a fixed prin-

ciple with him, that no person should be admitted a

member of a church who does not make such a profession

of faith as the church may in discretion conclude he is in

a state of salvation. He Avas persuaded that there are

many rules in the word of God, by which it will appear
who are saints, and by which those who admit others to

gospel ordinances are to be guided; so as to separate

between the precious and tlie vile. This, indeed, is no
more than all sects and even individuals claim for them-
selves. The only dift'erence is, they do not all fix on the

same standard for the admission of members. Mr. Daven-
port had the same right to his terms of conmiunion that

other men have to theirs. He thought too much caution

could not be used, where some persons might think very

little to be necessary. His own words are these: " The
officers and brethren of churches are but men, who judge
by outward appearance ; therefore, their judgment is fal-

lible, and hath been deceived, as in the reception of Ananias,

Sapphira, and Simon Magus. Their duty is to proceed as

far as possible by rule, with due moderation and gentleness,

to try those v/lio offer themselves to church fellowship,

whether they be true believers. And when they have done
all, hypocrites will creep in."+

Mr. Davenport continued at New Haven till the year

* Morse and Parish's Hist. p. 69, 11.

i Mather's Hist. b. iii. p. 54, 55.
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1667, when bis fame was so great in all the churches, that

he was invited to Boston, even in tlie sixty-ninth year of
his a2:e, to succeed a Cotton, a Norton, and a Wilson. He
remaaicd in this new situation only till March 15, 1670,
when, by a fit of apoplexy, he was called to his everlasting

rest. He was seventy-two years old, and his remains were
interred in the same tomb Avilh those of Mr. Cotton. He
was a great scholar, an admirable preacher, and a man of
exemplary piety. He was so remarkably diligent in his

studies, th;it the Indians used to call him. The bis; sludy

man.* And even Archbishop Laud denominates him " a
most religious man, who fled to New England for the sake

of a good conscience.t He was a millenarian in sentiment,

being fully persuaded of Christ's personal reign upon the

earth for a thousand years. He was, nevertheless, one of the

greatest men that New England ever enjoyed. J Mr.
Oxenbridge, ejected in 1662, succeeded him as pastor of

the church at Boston.^

His Works.—1. A Letter to the Dutch Classis, containing a just

Complaint against an unjust Doer, 1634.—2. Certain Instructions

delivered to the Elders of the English Church deputed, which are to

be propounded to the Pastors of the Dutch Church in Amsterdam,
1634.—3. A Report of some Passages or Proceedings about his Calling

to the English Church in Amsterdam, against John Paget, 1634.

—

4, Allegations of Scripture against the Baptizing of some kind of
Infants, 1634.—5. Protestation about the Publishing of his Writings,

1634.—6. An Apologetical Reply to the Answer of W. B., (William
Bradshaw,) 1636.—7. The Profession of the Faith of the Reverend
and Worthy Divine Mr. John Davenport, sometimes Preacher at

Stephen's, Coleman-Street, London : made publicly before the Con-
gregation at his Admission into one of the Churches of God in New
England, 1642.—8. A Catechism containing the chief Heads of the

Christian Religion, 1659.—9. The Saints Anchor-hold in all Storms
and Tempests, 1661.— 10. The Power of Congregational Churches
asserted and vindicated, 1672.— 11. An Essay for Investigation of the

Truth.—12. Several Sermons and some other articles.

Charles Chauncey, B. D.—This learned divine was
the fifth and youngest son of George Chauncey, esq. ; born

at Yardley-Bury in Hertfordshire, in the year 1589,|| and

* Mather's Hist. p. 56. f Laud's Ans. to Lord Say's Speech, p. 47.

X Neal's Hist, of New Eng. vol. ii. p. 370.

% Palmer's Noncon. Slem. vol. i. p. 299.

II
He is said to have been born in the year 1592. He was great uncle to

Sir Henry Chauncey, author of " The Historical Antiquities of Hertford-

shire;" and descended from a family which came to England with William

the Conqueror.— Biographia Britannica, vol. iii, p. 482—484. Edit. 177*
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educated at Westminster school, then in Trinity college^

Cambridge ; where he took his degrees, was chosen Greek
lecturer, and fellow of the college. In the year 1627 he
became vicar of Ware, in his native county, and afterwards

minister at Marston-Iiawrence in Northamptonshire.* At
each of these places his labours were made a blessing to

many souls ;
" for the hand of the Lord was with him, and

a great number believed and turned unto the Lord." Upon
the publication of the Book of Sports, under the direction

of Laud, Mr. Chauncey was prohibited preaching on the

Lord's day afternoon, that the people might have the better

opportunity ibr their profnne sporls. He then catechized

all, both old and 3'oung, who would come to him. " This,"
said the bishop, " was as bad as preaching JT^i^

Most of the puritan divines were now treated witli the

utmost cruelty. Bishop Laud was determined to bring
them to an exact conformity, or stop their mouths, or cast

them into prison, or drive thein out of the land. Mr.
Chauncey did not escape the vengeance of this tyrannical

prelate. In January, 1629, he was questioned in the liigli

commission court tor having used the following expressions

in his sermon :—" That idolatry was admitted ijito the
church ; that not only the prophets of Baal, but Baal
himself, was received, and houses multiplied for their en-
tertainment; and that the preaching of the gospel would
be suppressed. That there wanted men of courage to
remind their superiors of their neglect, and that there was
a great increase of atheism, heresy, popery, and arminianisni

in the church." To the charges founded upon these ex-

Eressions, Mr. Chauncey gave his answer upon oath in the
igli commission, in the month of April following. The

next day, the cause, by order of tlie court, was referred

to the decision of Bishop Laud. This was on condition,

that, if Mr. Chauncey did not submit to observe what the
bishop should appoint, his lordship might, if he pleased,
refer him back to be censured in the high commission. But
lie is said to have made his submission to the bishop.:):

This, however, was not the end of his troubles. For in
1635 he was again prosecuted in the high commission for

opposing the railing in of the communion table at Ware ;

when he was suspended, cast into prison, condemned in costs,

and obliged to mak© the following degrading recantation

:

* Newcourt's Repert. Eccl. % ol. i, p. 904.—Prynne's Cant. Doome, p. 94.
f Mather's Hist, of N«w Eng. b. iii. p. 134, 135.

J Prynne's Cant. Doome, p. 362.—Rushworth's Coll€C. vol. ii. p. 34-.
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" Whereas I, Charles Chnuncey, clerk, late vicar of
*' Ware, in the county of Hertford, stand, by sentence of
" this honourable court, legally convicted for opposirig the
*' setting of a rail about the communion table in the chnncel
" of the parish church of Ware, with a bench thereunto
" affixed, for the communicants to resort unto, and to
" receive the blessed sacrament there, kneeling upon their
" knees, saying it was an innovation, a snare to men's con-
*' sciences and a breach of the second commandment, an
*' addition to the Lord's worship, and that which hath
" driven me out of the town. I, the said Charles Chauncey,
" do here, before this honourable court, acknowledge my
*' great offence in using the said invective wortls, and am
" heartily sorry for them, I protest, and am ready to
*' declare by virtue of mine oath, that I now hold, and am
" persuaded in my conscience, that kneeling at the receiving
*' of the holy communion is a lawful and commendable
*' gesture; and that a rail set up in the chancel of any
*' cliurch by the authority of the ordinary, with a bench
*' thereunto affixed for the communicants to repair unto, to.
** receive the holy communion kneeling, is a decent and
" convenient ornament for tliat purpose, and this court
*' conceivethy that the rail set up lately in the parish church
" of Ware, with the bench affixed, is such a one. And I
" do further confess, that I was much to blame for opposing
" the same, and do promise, from henceforth, never, by
" word or deed, to oppose either that or any other the
" laudable rites and ceremonies prescribed and commanded
" Xo be used in the church of England.

" Charles Chauncey."*

This submission is said to have been forced from Mr.
Chauncey, and designed only to deter others from opposing
the archbishop's innovations. After he had made this dis-

graceful recantation in the open court, the archbishop
judicially admonished him " to carry himself peaceably
and conformably to the doctrine, the discipline, and rites

and ceremonies of the church of England ; and that, in case

he should be brought before them again for any similar

* This prosecution was procured chiefly by the tyrannical power and
influence of Laud; and when Dr, Merrick, counsel to Mr. Chauncey,
endeavoured to vindicate his client, because the setting up of the rail was
done by a few parishioners, and without any warrant from those in autho>
rity, the archbishop, in a rage, threatened to suspend the doctor from his

practice, for pleading thus in his favour.— Pnjnnc'i Cunt. Doome, p. 93,
S3, 06.—RushKortfi's Collect, vol. ii. p. 316.
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offence, the court intended to proceed against him with all

severity ;" and so dismissed him.*

Though Mr. Cliauncey was overcome in the hour of

temptation ; and enforced, by the terrors and censures of

his cruel oppressors, to make the above recantation, he after-

wards felt the bitterness of it, and deeply bewailed his

sinful compliance. Though he obtained forgiveness of
God, he never forgave himself as long as he lived. He
often expressed a holy indignation against himself, as well as

the superstitious innovations in the church. He was a most
exemplary man, and lived a most holy life

;
yet, at the time

of his death, nearly forty-years after, he made the follow-

ing humiliating declaration in his last will and testament :

—

*' I do acknowledge myself to be a child of wrath, and sold

under sin, and one who hath been polluted with innumerable
transgressions and mighty sins ; which, as far as I know and
can call to remembrance, I keep still fresh before me, and
desire, with mourning and self-abhorrence, still to do, as

long as life shall last ; and especially my so many sinful

compliances with, and conformity unto, vile human inven-

tions, and will-worship, and hell-bred superstitions, and
other evil things patched to the service of God, with
"which the Er?f^iish mass-book, I mean the Book of Common
Prayer, is so fully fraught. "f Our author further observes,

that there were very few who suffered more for noncon-
formity, by fines, by jails, by necessities to abscond, and at

last by an exile from his native country.

At length he withdrew from these perils and tribulations

and went to New England, whc;re he arrived January 1,

1638. There he preached for some time, and with great

applause, at Plymouth ; and would have been chosen pastor

of the church, had not his peculiar sentiments hindered his

settlement. He was of opinion, " that the Lord's supper
ought to be administered in .the evening, and every Lord's
day; and that baptism ought only to be by dipping or

plunging the whole body imder water, whether in the case

of children or adults."j Afterwards, he became pastor of
the church at Scituate, where he continued twelve years a
zealous and faithful labourer in the vineyard of the Lord.
At the time of his settlement, in his discourse to the con-

gregation, reflecting upon his sinful compliance with the

arbitrary and superstitious demands of the high commission,

* Prynne's Cant. Doome, p. 96, 494.
+ Mather's Hist, of New Kng. b. iii. p. 135.

J Backus's Hist, of New Eng. Bap. vol. i.p. 115, 145.
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he said, with tears in his eyes, " Ahis ! my soul hath been
defiled with false worship ; and how wonderful is the free

grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, that I am still employed to

labour in his vineyard."*

When the episcopal power was destroyed in England,
a?id his friends at Ware invited him to return, he came as
far as Boston with a view of returning to England. There
he was interrupted by the overseers of Harvard college,

who, being very unwilling that the country should lose so
valuable a person, pressed him to accept the office of presi-

dent of the college, in the room of Mr. Henry Dunster,
removed for his antiptedobaptist sentiments. Mr. Chauncey
yielded to their earnest and repeated importunities, and
spent the rest of his days in the education of the youth of

,

the country. He contirmed his labours to the veiy last,

oven when his years and infirmities required a recess.

When he was desired to spare himself, he replied, " It

behoveth a general to die on the field ; and I should be glad
to die in the pulpit." However, finding himself at last

almost worn out, he delivered a farewell oration in the
college, in which he took his solemn leave of his friends,

and died February 19, 1671, aged seventy-two years, hav-
ing been president seventeen years. In his last sickness he
was speechless ; but as the hour of his departure approached,
Mr. Urian Oakes, who had been praying with him, desired
him to give some sign of his assurance of future glory

;

wheji the speechless old man lifted up both his hands as high
as he could towards heaven, and then expired. He was a man
of most exemplary piety, an admirable preacher, an ex-
cellent scholar, and an indefatigable student, even in old
age. He rose at four o'clock in the morning, winter and
summer ; and after spending about an hour in his closet, he
visited the college, prayed with the students, expounded a
chapter out of the original Hebrew, and, in the evening,
prayed and expounded a chapter out of the Greek. His
natural temper was rather hasty and passionate, but, by
watchfulness and prayer, he was enabled to bring it into the
obedience of Christ. He had six sons, Isaac, Ichabod,
Barnabas, Nathaniel, Elnathan, and Israel, all ministers.t

His son Isaac was ejected by the Act of Uniformity, in 1662.$
Mr. Chauncey was author of " Sermons on Justification

;"

and " Antisynodalia Americana."

* Mather's Hist. p. 136. + Ibid. p. 136—140,
:}: Palmer's Noncon. Mem. Tol. iii. p. 380. ^
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John Allen.—This very pious divine was born in the

year 1596, and educated, probably, in the university of

Cambridge. He was a hard student, a good scholar, an
excellent prcaciier, a •y'rave and pious diviiie, and a man ot

a most humble, heavenly, and couvieous behaviour, lull of

sweet christian love to ail ; eariiesJly, and with much meek-
ness of spirit, contending- for the faith and peace of Christ.

All these excellencies, however, were insufficient to screen

him from the persecutions of the times. Though it does

not with certainty appear at what place he was settled,

after his removal from the university, he bore his share of

sufferings with the holy and ze.ilous puritans of those times.

A divine of his name, and probably the same person, was
minister at Ipswich, who, during the oppressions of Bishop
Wren, voluntarily departed from his cure, and went to

London.* Having no pros])ect of better days, or of enjoy-

ing rest from persecution, he went, with many others, to

New England, Avhere he arrived about the year 1637.

Soon after his arrival he was chosen pastor of the church
of Dedham, where he continued, much beloved and very
useful, all the rest of his days. He died greatly lamented,

August 2G, 167 J, aged seventy-five years. His flock pub-
lished his last two sermons ; the one from Cant. viii. 5.,

Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness^ leaning on
her beloved: and the other from John xiv. 22., Peace
J leave with you. In their preface to these sermons, written

with tears of grief, they denominate him " a constant, faith-

ful, diligent steward in the house of God, a man of peace
and truth, and a burning and shining light." He published
<' A Defence of the Nine Positions;" and " A Discourse in

Defence of the Synod held at Boston in the year 1662."

He, with the assistance of Mr. Thomas Shepard, wrote upon
" Church-reformation. "+

Thomas Grantham was a faithful and laborious minis-

ter of Christ, born in the year 1634. He feared the Lord
from his youth, and, about the age of nineteen, he joined

the baptist church at Boston in Lincolnshire. Having
obtained favour of the Lord, he had a good reputation in

the church of God, and soon discovered his abilities for

making known the gospel to others. In the prosecution of

« Wren's Parentalia, p. 96.

+ HiRt. of New EDg. p. 115, 125.—Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b, iii.

p. 132, 133.
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his work he had the honour to be classed among the
^

sufferers for Christ and his cause ; for he soon became tiiq

object of cruel persecution, and was cast into Lincoln jail,

where he continued some time, during which period he
wrote his fir^t piece, entitled, " The Prisoner against the

Prelate." This book contains the reasons of his separation

from the, church of England; and, though it is written ia

verse, the argument is said to be close and nervous.

Crosby says, there is extant a manuscript of Mr. Gran-
tham's, entitled, " Christianitas restaurata, or Christianity

restored ;" from which it appears, that, about the year 1644,

there was a reformed christian church gathered in the south

marshes of Lincolnshire, the members of which endured
great persecution, in their names and substance, by slanders

and confiscations ; because they could not in conscience

conform in all points to the national establishment. These
pious and holy people, being zealous in the service of God,
tirmly adhered to the holy scriptures, and readily carried

forwards the work of reformation. At length a separation

took place in the society, when four of the members, who
had espoused the sentiments of the baptists, formed them-
selves info a distinct society. Among these Mr. Graniham
exercised his gifts privately, and procured ministers to dis-

pense the word to them publicly. By the blessing of God
upon their co-operation, the society soon increased in

number ; and, in the year 1656, Mr. Grantliam was chosen
to the pastoral office, though he was only twenty-two years
of age.

This christian society, being settled in the order of the

gospel, like a fruitful vineyard, grew and multiplied, and
sent forth several ministers to preach the gospel. While
these zealous christians were respected by the friends of
true piety, they met with uncivil and unkind usage from
others, particularly the bigoted clergy ; who, by warrants,

carried Mr. Grantham and several others before the magis-
trates ; but havi)ig only flilschood to support their accusa-
tions, the wisdom of the magistrates sooji perceived their

innocence, as well as the malice of their persecutors, and
immediately set them at liberty. Their release was !:o

small reproach to their adversaries, and comfort to them-
selves. They went on cheerfully and prosperously, not
only at Halton, but at many other places, though tl^ey

received much rude treatment from those of the baser sort,

who sometimes dragged them out of doors, and stoned ih^m
with stones ; all of which they received with patience and
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meekness. At Jeiigtli they obtained the use of Northolin
chapel, wliere they remained some years, enduring the

scohs and frowns of" tlieir enemies. In this situation

Mr. Grantham and his brethren had many seals to tlieir

ministry, among whom was Mr. Jolm Watts, a person of
great repute, who had been educated at the university ; but
who could not conform to the national establisbmt^nt, and
therefore became pastor of a baptist church Avhich assem-
bled in his own house.

Soon after the restoration of Charles II. Mr. Grantham
experienced the revival of persecution. He was appre-
hended and carried before a mngistrate, who bound him
over to the assizes held at Lincoln ; and others of the bap-
tists were cruelly harassed, being constrained to pay fines

Gi twentij poinds a month, for not going to the established

church. Under these barbarities, Mr. Grantham and his

people resolved to ])resent a petition to his majesty, humbly
imploring his favour, and to be relieved from these cruel

oppressions. Agreeably to this resolution, Mr. Grantham
and Mr. Joseph Wright were chosen the two messengers

;

who, in the year 1661, were admitted into the king's pre-

sence, when they declared their grievances to him, and
delivered into his hands, " Their brief confession, or

declaration of faith, set forth by the baptized churches, ta

inform all men of their innocent belief and practice."

The king received their petition and the declaration of
their faith, treated them very courteously, protested against

the cruelty of their adversaries, and promised them their

liberties. Accordingly, he set forth his declaration in their

favour, December 26th following ; when they who had
been indicted for religion, were, at the next sessions or

assizes, acquitted in open court, to the shame and vexation

of their persecutors, who were then sitting on the bench.

Upon the passing of the " Conventicle Act," another

persecution was raised against these pious christians, .'ind

soldiers were sent to disarm them, on account of their

separation from the established church. Though they

could not find any arms in their possession, they rifled their

houses, took away their goods, and forced Mr. Grantham,
Mr. John Gree, and several others, from their wives and
families, making them run along like lackeys by the sides

of their horses ; nor would tliey tell them whither they

designed to lead them, nor whether they should be pro-

secuted by law, or punished by force of arms. They were

constrained, however, to go where the soldiers pleased, wh©
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dragged them from town to town ; but, niglit coming on,
they put up at an inn, where the prisoners were con/ined in

a room not tit for eutertainnjent, and so tied up all night
that they could enjoy no rest. Also the soldiers sat near
them, cursing and swearing, drinkiiig and singing tiirough

the night, by which they made the place a kind of hell to

these devout and pious souls. When the morning arrived,

they were carried to Louth, committed to the house of
correciion, and afterwards convened before a committee;
wJien, instead of being charged with any crimes, their per-
secutors sought, by ensnaring questions, to pick up some
accusation against them; then tendered oaths to them, and
inquired whether they would conform to the established

worship of the church of England. In the conclusion,
Air. Grantham, Mr. John Gree, and Mr. John Green, were,
hy strict command, sent to jail, where they remained half
a year. During this period were the assizes, at wliich time
their unfeeling persecutors prevented them from being
heard; and afterwards, when they were brought before the
justices at the quarter sessions, the bcncli refused to own
them, or proceed to hear tlieir cause. Upon which the
sheriff said, that, as lie had shewed ihem in open court,

Jie was released from his charge, and so they were all set

at liberty.

iVotwithstanding Mr. Grantham's release, his troubles
were not over. Soon after the above, his enemies attempted
to ruin him, by bringing an action against him of one
hundred pounds, upon a pretence that he, with force of
arms, did beat and uncivilly use the wife of a certain

person, only because he had baptized her. But, to the
shame and reproach of his prosecutors, the cause at next
assizes was cast out of court as a malicious prosecution.
Great, indeed, was the opposition of the bishop and clergy
against the baptists in Lincolnshire. They were exposed
to public contempt; on which account they invited one
Mr. Robert Wright, Avho liad renounced their sentiments,
to a friendly conk^rence. Though the bishop was greatly
moved by this bold adventure of ihe baptists, only an angry
paper was sent them, drawn up by Mr. William Silverton,

the bishop's chaplain, who stigmatized them "erroneous,
antick baptists." To this paper Mr. Grantham repli.'d,

promising Mr. Sdverton either to hear and discuss his

arguments in a free audience, if he would fix a convenient
time and place; or reply to him, if he would defend his

sentiments from the press. But Mr. Silverton thought
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proper to decline the proposal; and here the affuir

ended.*

Upon his majesty's declaration of indulgence, in 1671,
granting liberty to the dissenters to meet and worship God
according to the light of their consciences, without re-

straint or disturbance, provided their teachers were licensed,

their doors set open, and they refrained from all sedition

;

Mr. Grantliam and another person were appointed by the

baptists in Lincolnsliire to wait upon the king with their

limnble address to his majesty. In this address, after ofi'er-

ing praise to Almighty God, with thanks to his majesty for

his late indulgence, they set forth wherein they thought liis

royal declaration infringed upon that liberty which they
deemed the birthright of all christians : t!iey besceched him
to leave them to the light of scripture, in all the exercises of

christian worship ; and they signified that they should

continue in this practice till they should obtain his per-

mission, assuring his majesty that no less liberty than the

scriptures expressed would satisfy the church of God.
They then concluded with thanks to his mnjesty for all

his lenity; praying that God would niagnity his grace in

his princely soul, that, while he reigned here on earth, he
might excel in all true honour; and, after this life, enjoy a
crown of immortality, and a throne of glory in the kingdom
of heaven.

It docs not appear what effect this bold address produced
upon the mi)id of the king. Mr. Grantham and his

brethren had many enemies, who endeavoured to oppress

them to the uttermost. He therefore wrote a vindication

of them, in a piece that was never publislied, entitled,

" The Baptists' Complaint against the Persecuting Priests;"

in the introduction to which he thus expressed himself:

".Altliough we acknowledge ourselves sundry ways obliged

to honour many of the learned of the church of England

;

yet, seeing some of them are so evidently of a persecuting

spirit as that they daily seek our utter ruin, both by per-

secuting us themselves, and by stirring up those that are

in authority to trouble us, by imprisonment and seizure of

our goods, we are therefore constrained to exhibit this our

just complaint ; and the rather, because we ha\e faithfully

endeavoured to obtain yjeace and brotherly concord with

them, both by our friendly deportment and by proposing.

In a more public manner, such things in our * Friendly

Crosby's Baptists, vol. ti. p. 241—244.
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Epistle to the Bishops and Ministers of the Church of
England,' as also in our ' Apology for tlie baptized Be-
lievers,' as do, we (rust, suflicieiitly evidence that there

is nothing more dear to us than truth, and j^eace Avith all

that call oji the name of our liord Jesus Christ."

He further observes, in the narne of himself and his

brethren: " We have borne the unkind usage of many of
our countrymen, and of persecuting priests in particular,

for more than thirfij years. For, in the time of Cromwell's
usurpation, they did then hale us before the judgement-
seats, because we could not worship God after the will of
their lord protector: for so they styled him in their

articles against us. We had then our goods taken away,
and never restored to this day." In the enumeration oi
their multiplied sufferings, he says, " We have sustained

the imprisonment of not less than one hundred persons,

W> have borne the trial of no less than three hundred levies,

of sixty, forty, twenty, or ten pounds. Indictments at tlie

assizes and sessions, for two-pence per week and twenty
pounds per month, we have had not less than a thousand.
Presentments and excommunications in the commissary
courts we have had some hundreds^ with many other

vexations not here inserted."
,

Mr. Grantham, who bore his share in these oppressions^

greatly encouraged and comforted his brethren under all

their sufferings. He seems io have been an eminent person
in his day, but it does not appear when he died. In addi-
tion to the article already mentioned, he was author of
*' Christianismus Primitivus ;" also, " Sigh for Peace ; or,'

the Cause of Division discovered ;" and " The Padobaptists
Apology for tlie baptized Churches."* He is classed

among the principal advocates for the practice of laying on

of hands upon persons newly baptized ; and he united
with his brethren in publishing a treatise in defence of it,

entitled, '• A Search for Schisni""+

Thomas Lamb was a native of Colchester ; and, during
the reign of Charles I., a zealous and popular preacher
among tiie baptists. At the instigation of Archbishop
Laud, he was brought from Colchester to London, and pro-
secuted for nonconformity to the established church, and
for preaching to a separate congregation. Being brought

* Crosby's Baptists, vgl. iij. p. 75—90. + Ibid. vol. it. p. 293.
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before the star-cliamber, lie was commanded to confess

that he had administered the Lord's supper ; which, if he
had done, he would have been banished from his country :

but, without giving a positive answer, he pleaded that a
subject of England was under no obligation to bear witness

against himself. He was, therefore, sent to prison, where
he remained a long time. During his confinement, his

wife often went to the slar-chainber, and, in behalf of

herself and eight cliildrcn, earnestly solicited the arch-

bishop to procure the liberty of her husband, which it was
in his power to do; but the relentless prehite, instead of

listening to her tender supplications, called to the people

about him to take away that " troublesome woman !"

Mr. Lamb was often in bonds for his nonconformity, and
was confined in almost all the jails in and about London

;

always returning to his delightful work of preaching as

soon as he had regained his liberty. He was of so coura-

geous a resolution as often to say, " That the man was
not fit to preach who would not preach for God's sake,

though he Avere sure to die for it as soon as he had done."*

A minister of the same name was made vicar of South
Benfleet in Essex, July 2.5, 1641; but it does not appear
how long he held the benefice, nor whether he was the

same person. + Not long after this period, Mr. Lamb was
chosen pastor of a baptist church in Bell-alley, Coleman-
street, London, t but did not confine his labours wholly to

his own particular charge. He visited various parts of

the kingdom to confirm and strengthen the brethren, and
plant churches agreeably to his own sentiments. However,
in the year 164.5, he was brought into fresh troubles; for,

upon the publication of the ordinanceof parliament against

uuordained preachers, in that year, the lord mayor sent

his officers to the baptist meeting in Coleman-street, upon
an information tlirst certain laymen preached there. On
their arrival, they found two ministers engaged, Mr. Lamb
the elder, and a young man, a teacher in the church, whom
Edwards calls " a weaver." The congregation was so

greatly provoked, by being thus disturbed in the midst of

public worship, tliat some of them treated the officers with

very rough language, calling them " persecutors," and
" persecuting rogues." But Mr. Lamb treated them with

greater civility, and having passed his Avord for their

* Crosby's Baptists, vol. iii. p. 5t, 55.

+ Newcoiirt's Repert. Eccl. vol. ii. p. 48.

X Edwards's Gangrcena, part i. p. 1'24—126.
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appearance before the lord mayor at six o'clock, they
were suffered to proceed in tlieir worship. Appearing at

the appointed time, the lord mayor asked theui by what
authority they took upon themselves to preach; and told

them they had transgressed an ordinance of parliament.

The young man being interrogated, gave several whimsical
answers, apparently the offspring of enthusiasm, and de-

serving of censure. Mr. Lamb was more rational in his

replies : he said, " he was called and appointed to the

otlice of preaching by as reformed a church as any in the

world !" alluding to the words of the ordinance. Uc also

acknowledged his rejection of the baptism of infants as

invalid. After examination, the lord mayor bound them
over to answer for their conduct before a committee of par-

liament; and, upon their appearance before the committee,
they were sent to prison, wliere they continued a shortv

time, and then, by the intercession of friends, they were
released.*

Mr. Lamb was no sooner delivered out of prison tlian he
went on preaching as usual, and, as formerly, made his

excursions to distant places in the country. On one of
these journies, he had a narrow escape from the violence of
his enemies. Having to baptize a woman in Oldford river,

a place then much .frequented for the purpose, the husband
of tlie woman, a bitter enemy to the baptists, carried a great

stone under his coat, designing, as he afterwards confessed,

to have thrown it at Mr. Lamb, while he stood in the river.

But he was so much affected with the prayer at the com-
mencement of the service, that he dropt the stone, fell into

tears, and was himself the next person baptized.f Mr. Lamb
was made chaplain to a regiment in Cromwell's army

;

and many other persons of the same stamp being appointed
to similar situations, the sectarian principles, as they were
called, made rapid progress among the soldiers.

During this period, a spirit for public disputation, espe-

cially upon points of religion, very much prevailed among
all parties ; and the most important doctrines of the gospel
were frequently risked upon the strength or weakness of
the parties engaged. A dispute of this nature, in which
Mr. Lamb was engaged, took place at the Spital, on the
day of public thanksgiving for the taking of Dartmouth by
the parliament's forces. It respected the immortality and

* Edwards's Gangraena, part i. p. 124—127. Second edit.—Crosby'i
JBaptisti, vol. i. p. 225, 226. f Crosby s Baptists, vol. iij. p. 35.
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immateriality of the human soul. A very curious accoilrrt

of this meeting is preserved by Mr. Edwards; and as it

Avill serve for a sp- cimeii of the manner in which public

disputes Were then conducted, as well as afford some amuse-
ment to the reader, it shall be inserted. The lord mayor,
it appears, had private notice of the meeting, and sent his

otiicers to prevent it. Upon their arrival, they acquainted

Mr. Lamb with their errand. He told them he would go
up and acquaint the brethren ; which he did, standing in a
desk above the people, at one end of the room, and one
Batty, a teacher in the same church, at the other. Mr.
Lamb told them liiat the lord mavor had sent to forbid

their meeting, or rather to request them not to dispute ou
that day. Batty then stood up and said, " That Mr. Mayor
was a limb of antichrist, and a persecutor of the brethren

;

-and he questioned wiiat power or authority he had to

forbid them: he was sure the parliament gave him no such
power, but gave them liberty to use their consciences ; and,

for his part, he durst undertake to make it good to Master
Mayor, caliing my Lord Mayor," says Edwards, " in a
most base and scornful manner, Master Majjory Overton,

the moderator on Batty's side, next stood up and said,

" Brother Lamb, had Paul done well, if he had desisted

from preaching in the name of Jesus, when commanded by
the high-priest to Ibrbear V To this Mr. LamI) answered
in the negative. Upon which Overton replied, in a
most scornful manner, " Nor ought we to obey Master

- Mayor." " And thus did these men argue the power of my
Lord Mayor for an hour's space, till they came to state

the question and fall to their dispute. The question was.

Thai God made man, and every part of man, of the dust of
the earth ; and therefore man, and rcerij part of man, must
return to the dust again, which Batty could not prove

;

- nor could Lamb tell well how to answer : but they both

ran off from scripture to scripture, never clearing any one
thing to the people. When they had rambled a long time,

so that neither of them could tell what to say, then another

stood up and said, ' Brotji -r Lamb, or Brotlier Batty, leave

this point to the consideration of the bretliren, and take up
some other.' After these two had spent four or five hours

in this confusion, they sat down and rested ; and then stood

up one Mellish, a cobbler, and Lawson, a schoolmaster,

bttth ?nabaptists, and to work they went. Lawson calls

to Mellish, and saith to him, ' Brother Mellish, speak

either categorically or hypotheticaily.' Mellish answered



LAMB. 465

Lawson, that lie spake now to bira in an unknown tongue,
and prayed him to explain himself. Lawson told Mcllish
that he was not fit to dispute, if he knew not the meaning
of these words. Meliisii replied, that if he should stand
up and (ell the people that the moon was mndc of g-reea

cheese, he did not question but some would be of his

mind."*
Mr. Lamb lived till after the restoration, and was one of

the miiiisters who, on the part of the baptists, signed a
renunciution of Venner's insurrcction.t It is probable that

he continued preaching at his meeting-house in Bell-alley

till the time of his death. He died, it is said, about the

year 1672.^ Mr. Edwards, speaking of him and his church,
says, " This man, who was a soap-boiler, and his church
are very erroneous, strange doctrines being vented there

continually, both in preaching and discoursing, and strange

things are done by them, both in their church-meetings and
out of them. Many used to resort thither, and all preach
universal redemption. Lamb preaches universal grace and
the arminian tenets."^ Mr. Bailie says, that Mr. Lamb's
congregation was by far the largest and most fruitful of the

seven baptist congregations in London, but that it was
pestered with the gangrene of arminianism; then, in the

very next page, charges him with preaching the various

opinions of the antinomians.|| These writers, who were
equally indignant against all wlio presumed to oppose the

impositions of the national church, wrote under the influ-

ence of a spirit of bigotry, or they received very incorrect

information.

There are, at least, three publications extant by Mr.
Lamb, from which his real sentiments may be collected

with much greater accuracy than from any party-historian

whatever. Tlie first is a small octavo pamphlet, entitled,

" The Fountain of Free Grace opened." The second is a
larger pamphlet, in quarto, entitled, " A Treatise ot par-

ticular Pr. destination, wherein are answered three Letters ;

the first tendinc: to disprove particular Predestination : the

second to show the contradiction between Christ's dying for

all, and God's election of some: the third to prove, that the

soul doth not come from the parent, and consequently that

there is no original sin," 1G42. The title of Mr. Lamb's third

* Edwards's Gangrrena, part ii. p. 14, 15.

•h Kennet's Chron. p. 358. | Crosby's Baptists, vol. iii. p. 55.

^ Edwards's Giingracna, part i. p. 121. Second edit.

11
Bailie's Anabaptistn, p. 94, 95.
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piece, published in 1656, and dedicated to the lord protector,

•was, " Absolute Freedom from Sin, by Christ's Death for the

World, as the Object of Faith, in Opposition to conditional,

set forth by Mr. John Goodwin, in his book entitled, ' Re-

demption Redeemed ;' and the final Perseverance ofthe Saints

proceeding from Election, by the Grace of God alone, main-

tained and sweetly reconciled with the aforesaid Doctrine.

And the great Question, of God's eternal Decree of repro-

bating the unbelieving World, cleared from that Odium
cast upon it by Mr. Goodwin."* From these publications,

it is evident liow grossly both Edwards and Bailie have

misrepresented tlie'fact, in stating that Mr. Lamb main-

tained and taught either the arminian or antinomian tenets.

On the contrary, it is extremely obvious, that, upon the

disputed points, he was a strict Calvinist.

During the protectorate of Oliver Cromwell, one Mr.

Thomas"Lamb Mas pastor of a baptist church which met in

Lothbury, London, having one Mr. William Allen to his col-

league in the pastoral office. After the restoration, the two

pastors conformed to the church of England, and wrote

with great zeal against separation. Notwithstanding the

improbability of there being two persons of the same name,

both preachers among the baptists at the same time, and in

the same neighbourhood, it is evident that this Mr. Lamb
was a difterent person from the former.+ Our author had a

son called Isaac, who was a zealous and useful preacher

among the baptists, but, like his father, he endured the

cruel persecution of his enemies.^

Oliver Bowles, B. D.—This venerable divine was

fellow of Queen's college, Cambridge, where he most

probably received his education. He was a man of great

piety, an excellent scholar, and a celebrated tutor. The
famous Dr. Preston was one of his pupils.^ Upon his

removal from the university, he became rector of Sutton in

Bedfordshire, about the beginning of the year 1607, where

he continued upwards of fifty years. He was chosen one

of the assembly of divines ; when he constantly attended,

/ and was very useful in that learned company. The as-

sembly having petitioned the parliament for a fast, previous

to its entering upon business, Mr. Bowles and Mr. Matthew

* Crosby's Baptists, vol. iii. p. 55, 56.

+ Sylvester's Life of Baxter, part ii. p. 180, iii. 180. Appen. p. 51.

X Crosby's Baptists, vol. iii. p 101—103.
' ^ Clark's Lives atinexed to Martyrologie, p. 76.
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Newcomen were appointed to preach before both houses and
the assembly, and both sermons were ordered to be pub-
lished. Mr. Bowles's sermon is entitled, " Zeale for God's
House Quickened ; or, a Sermon preached before the
Assembly of Lords, Commons, and Divines, at their solemn
Fast, July 7, 1643, in Abbey Church, Westminster : express-

ing- the Eminency of Zeale required in Chuich-lieformers,"

1643. Mr. Bowles was author of a work entitled, " De
Pastore Evangelico," 1649. Dr. Calamy denominates this

an excellent book. It was published by his son, and dedi-

cated to the Earl of Manchester. He adds, that it was " a
book not suffered to creep out in the time o( the rampant
episcopacy, not for any evil there is in it, but because some
men do not care to be put upon too much Mork.*
Though Mr. Bowles survived the restoration many years,

he does not appear either to have conformed or to have
been ejected ; but, on account of his great age, and for

several other reasons, there is the strongest probability to

suppose that he gave over preaching about the year 1659
or 1660. + He calmly resigned his soul into the hands of his

dear Redeemer, Septembers, 1674, supposed to be upwards
of ninety years of ag'e. He had twelve sons. His son

Edward, a celebrated divine, was an ejected nonconformist

in 1662.t The excellent Mr. Timothy Cruso was favoured
with the friendship and counsel of Mr. Bowles. He attended

him during his last illness, and received the following

affectionate advice from him the day before his death :

—

" Have a care of yourself, Timothy, in this evil world ; and
be not so entangled with the vanities of it as to lose the

substance for the shadow. Seeing you design yourself for the

work and office of the ministry, I would advise you never

to trouble your hearers with useless or contending notions;

but rather preach all in practicals, that you may set them
upon doing, and more advance a holy life. I would not

any longer live that idle and unserviceable life which I have
lately done ; and therefore if God have some work for me
yet to do here, he will continue me yet here : but if not, I

am sure there is better work for me in heaven, whereby I

shall act for his praise and glory more." When I took my
last leave of him, says Mr. Cruso, he said, " Farewell,

Timothy; and if I see thee not any more in this world, (as

indeed he did not,) I hope I shall in the next, which is

Calamy's Accouut, vol. ii. p. 779.

+ Theolog. and Bib. Mag. vol. iv. p. 207.

J Palmers Noncon. Mem. vol. iii. p. 465.
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better!" and so I hope also, replied Mr. Cruso. '' Only
remember," continued Mr. Bowles, " to keep a good con-

science, and walk closely with God." These last words he
twice repeated with considerable emphasis, that it migiil

make a deeper impression upon his mind.*

John Fisk, A. M.—This worthy minister was born in

St. James's parish, Suffolk, in the year 1601, and educated

in Emanuel college, Cambridge. His ancestors were emini^it

for zeal in the cause of Christ, several of whom were sorely

persecuted in Uie sanguinary days of Queen Mary.f He
was the eldest of four children, all of whom afterwards

went to New England. He was blessed with pious parents,

who devoted him to the Lord from a child ; and after

finishing his academical pursuits at Cambridge, he entered

into the ministry. But the persecution of all who could

not conform, being at that time extremely hot, he was
presently silenced for nonconformity. He afterwards prac-

tised physic ; but at length removed to New England,
where he had an opportunity of preaching without the

impositions and oppressions of men. He took shipping in

disguise, with the excellent Mr. John Allin, to avoid the

fury of their persecutors. Having passed the land's end,

they made themselves known, and entertained the passengers

with two sermons every day, besides other devotional exer-

cises. Indeed, the whole voyage was so much devoted to

the exercises of religion, that when one of the passengers

* Theolog. and Bib. Mag. vol. iv. p. »38, 139.

+ Among these ancestors there were six brothers, three of whom wer«
papists, and three were protestants ; but the papists disowned their

brethren. Two of the protcstant brothers were sorely persecuted, of
•whom the following anecdotes are related ;—One of them being in the
utmost danger, and the pursuivant having great respect for him, sent hiiH

private information of his coming to apprehend him ; upon which the
good man immediately called his family together for prayer, and then
hastened to hide himself in a ditch, togethiT with his pious wife with a
sucking child at the breast. Here they were upon the point of being
discovered. For the pursuivant was near at hand, and, by leaping into the
ditch, a thorn in the hedge so deeply marked the child's face, thart it' never
wore out; at which the chfld began to cry aloud, when the mother pre-
sently clapt it to the breast, whereby it immediately became quiet, and so
they remained undiscovered.—Another of these brethren, at the same time,

to avoid burning, hid himself many mouths iu a pile of wood; then, for

half a year, in a cellar, where he was diligently employed in his wonted
manufactory, by candle light, so as to remain in like manner undiscovered.
But his numerous hardships shortened his days, put an end to his life, and
added to the number of those whose blood cried aloud for vengeance.

—

Mather's Hist, of New Ens. b. iii. P- 141.
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- T\as examined about clivertiDs; himself with the hook and
line on the Lord's day, lie ])iotested, saying, " I do not
know whicli is the Lord's dny. I tliink every day is a
sabbath day ; for you do uotJiing but preach and pray all

the week long."*

Mr. Fisk married a lady of piety and of a good fortune,

several hundred pounds of which was denied her, tlirough

the displeasure of her father, upon accompanying her
husband to New England. On their arrival, in the year
1637, he preached for several years at Salem, and became
tutor to a number of oentlemeu's sons. In the month of
October, 1644, he was chosen pastor of the church at

Wenham, where he abode twelve years. He was content

with a small salary, while he spent a considerable estate in

promoting the welfare of the new colony. About the year
J656, he removed, with the greater part of the church, to

Chelmsford ; where he spent the remainder of his days.
There his greatest trial was the loss of his pious wife ; who,
having so extensive a knowledge of the scriptures, served

him, says our author, instead of a concordance. Mr. Fisk,

upon his death-bed, said to his children, " You have the

sure mercies of David. Study to emulate one another, and
provoke one another to love." He died January 4, 1676,
aged lifty-five years. He was a most able, faithful, and
useful preacher.t He published " The Olive Plant Watered."

Thomas Parker, A. ]M.—This excellent divine, the son
of Mr. Robert Parker, the famous old puritan, was born in

the year 1395, and admitted into Magdalen college, Oxford,
before his father's exile. His father being driven out of the

land for nonconformity, he removed to Ireland, where he
pursued his studies under the famous Dr. Usher. Thence
he went to Leyden in Holland, where he enjoyed the assist-

ance of the learned Dr. Ames. His labours were inde-

fatigable, and his progress answerable to his exertions.

Before the age of twenty-two he received the degree of
master of arts with universal admiration and applause. He
was greatly beloved and admired by the renowned Mac-
covius. Afterwards he returned to England to pursue his

theological studies ; and he settletl at Newbury in Berk-
shire, where, for some time, he preached and kept a school.

Here he appears to have been assistant to the celebrated

* Mather's Hist, of New Eng. p. 142. t Ibid. p. 142, US.
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Dr. Twisse. Being, however, dissatislied wil'i the arhitrary

and cruel proceedings of the ruling prelates, he removed
to New England, Avith a number of christians from Wilt-

shire, in the year 1634. He went in tlie same ship with

Mr. James Noyes, another puritan minister, with whom the

greatest intimacy and affection subsisted as long as they

lived.

Mr. Parker, and about one hundred of his friends, upon
their arrival in the new plantation, sat down at Ipswich.

In this situation they continued about a year, then removed
(o Quafcacunquen, which they now called Newbury. The
beautiful river, on whose banks they settled, was, in honour
to their revered pastor, called Parker's river : tradition says,

" because he was the first who ascended it in a boat."* Mr.
Parker was chosen pastor of the church, and Mr. Noyes
teacher. There Mr. Parker, by the holiness and humility

of his life, for many years, gave his people a lively com-
mentary of his doctrine. But, by his incessant application

to study, he became blind several years before his death
;

yet, even then, he taught Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. The
loss of both his eyes was certainly very painful

;
yet he bore

the cross with becoming submission to the will of God, and
would sometimes pleasantly say, " Well, they will be re-

stored shortly, in the day of the resurrection." He departed

to the world of light in the month of April, 1677, in the

eighty-second year of his age, and the fifty-second of his

ministry. He was exceedingly charitable, a hard student,

an excellent preacher, and one of the best scholars and
divines of the age. He considered the sabbath as beginnings

on the Saturday evening, yet kept the sabbath evening as his

people did. When he was asked why he adopted a prac-

tice different from his opinion, he replied, " Because I dare

not depart from the footsteps of the flock for my own
private opinion." When he kept a school he refused any
reward, saying, " he lived for the sake of the church

;

therefore he was unwilling to receive any scholars, ]Jesid(^<l

those who were designed for the ministry." His whole life

was employed in prayer, study, preaching, and teaching

school. + He published " Meditations on the Prophevsy

of Daniel;" and " De Tractatione Peccatoris;" :ind left

behind him many volumes of manuscripts.

* Morse and Parish's Hist. p. 43,44.
+ Mather's Hist, of New Eug. b. iii. p. 143, 144.—Morse and Parish's

Hist, of New Eng. p. 46.
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Peter Hon art, A. M,—This pious pei'son was bora at

lligham in Norfolk, in the year 160i, and received his

education at Cambridge, where lie discovered much gravity,

sobriety, and hatred of all vice. By his pious parents he
was dedicated to the Lord from his earliest itifancy. After

he had finished his studies at the university, he taught
school, and preached occasionally for a conforviiist minister,

at whose house he lodged. This minister being requested

to give his opinion of young Hobart, said, " 1 do iiighly

approve of his abilities. He will be an able preacher; but
I fear he will be too precised He was afterwards exceed-
ingly harassed and persecuted from one place to another, oji

account of his nonconformity
;
yet the good providence of

God took care of him and his family, and they never

suffered want. His last place of abode was Haverhil in

Suffolk, where his labours were rendered a blessing to many
souls. The arbitrary proceedings of the prelates became,
at length, so intolerant, that he resolved to retire to New
England, where he should be free from all episcopal moles-

tation, obtain a settled place of abode, and be constantly

employed in the work of the Lord. Accordingly, in the

year 1635, he embarked with his wife and four children
;

and, after a long and sickly voyage, arrived at Charlestown,

where he found his parents, brethren, and sisters, got safe

before him. He received invitations from several churches,

but settled, with his friends, upon a new plantation, which
he called Higham. There he gathered a church, and con-

tinued its able and useful pastor many years.

Mr. Hobart was a hard student, and always studied

standing, which practice he recommended to others. He
was a man of exemplary piety, and loved good people of
all persuasions. He used pleasantly to say, that those who
were furiously hot about church discipline, ancl cold about
the life and power of godliness, were all church and no
Christ. He was pastor of the church at Higham about
forty-three years; after which, old age and its infirmities

coming upon him, he was obliged, during the last year, to

resign his charge. A few weeks before his death, having
assisted at the ordination of his successor, he exclaimed,
*' Now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace ;" and, soon

after, he resigned his soul into the hands of God, on
January 20, 1678, in the seventy-fourth year of his age.*

* Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b. iii. p. 153—155.
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Samuel Whiting, A.M.—This worthy divine was born

at Boston in Lincohishire, November 20, 1597, aid e"ii-

cated in Eraaniic4 college, Cambridge. He wi's avvakciel

to a serious concern for his soul by attending upot. (hr:

ministry of the excellent Dr. Sibbs and Dr. Preston. AUer
he had finishi^d his studies at the university, lie became
domestic chaplain to Sir Nathaniel Bacon and Sir Ro-er
Townsend, in whose families, b^' his wise and serious

instructions, the interests of religion were greatly promoted.

He was next chosen colleague in the ministry with Mr.
Price of Lyim in Norfolk, where he continued three j'enrs.

During this period he was interrupted by the Bisl.op of

Norwich, and prosecuted in the high commission court,

where, for the single sin of nonconformity, he expected to

lose a considerable estate; but, happily for him, while the

cause was pending. King James died, and so for the present

the prosecution was dropped. The Earl ol' Lincoln inter-

ceding for liim, the bishop promised to molest him no more,

if he would remove out of his diocese.*

Mr. Whiting afterwards settled at Shirbick, near Boston,

where he remained for some time unmolested, the Lord
blessing his labours. In this situation he was among his old

friends, and near Mr. Cotton and Mr. Tuckney, by Avhom he
was liighly esteemed. He found, however, that there was no
continued rest under the government of persecuting ecclesi-

astics. He Avas again prosecuted and silejiced for rejecting

the traditions of the popish fathers. He considered the im-
position of human rites and ceremonies in divine worship
as involving the very spirit and conduct of the church of
Home. The gospel he thought was insecure, while such
litcs and ceremonies were imposed ; therefore concluded
that the parade of human cer<"monies, and the preaching of
the word of God, had a direct tendency to drive each other

out of the church. Having no prospect of being ever
restored to his ministry, he resolved to withdraw from the

cruel oppressions, when he found an asylum in New England.
On leaving his native country, and expecting never to

return, he sold all his estates, saying, " I am going to sacri-

fice unto the Lord in the wilderiiess, and will not leave a
hoof behind." He embarked in the beginning of April,

16j6, and arrived in New England towards the end of
May, beuig so sick during the whole voyage that he could

preach only one sermon. Upon his safe arrival he made

* Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b. iii. p. 156, 157.
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tlie following pious reflection : " We have left pur fricntls

who wore near and dear unto us; but if we can get nearer to

God, he Avili he unfo us more than all. In him there is a
fulness of all the sweetest relations. We may find in God
whatsoever we have forsaken, whether fathers, or mothers,

or brethren, or sisters, or friends, who have been near and
dear (o our souls.''*

He had no sooner arrived in the new colony than he was
cliosen pastor of the church at Lynn, where he spent the

remainder of his days. Tlie following year Mr. Thomas
Cubhei, anoth.-r puritan minister, going to New England,

became his co'.hague in the pastoral office. They lived

together in mutu il love and attachment twenty years, until

Mr. Cobbet removed to Ipswich. Towards the close of

life, Mr. Whiting's youngest sou became his assistant ; and
during the last twenty years he was much afflicted with the

stone in the bladder, whicii he bore with exemplary pati-

ence. Though he enjoyed scarcely one day of perfect ease

through the whole of this period, he was never hindered

one day from attending upon his public ministerial exer-

cises. He died December 11, 1679, aged eighty-two years.

He was a person of exemplary meekness, holiness, and
peace ; a hard student, and an excellent scholar, especially

in Latin and Hebrew. f He was author of " A Discourse

on the last Judgment," 1664 ; and " Sermons on the

Praver of Abraham."

John Wheelwright was minister at some place in

Lincolnshire, where he was instrumental in the conversion

of many souls, and highly esteemed among serious chris-

tians, but was silenced for his nonconformity. After he was
silenced, he lived privately, for some time, near Lincoln,

but, on account of the oppressions of the times, was obliged

to remove from one place to another.^ Finding no rest for

the sole of his foot, he withdrew from the scenes of persecu-

tion, and retired to New England. We do not, indeed,

find in what particular year he crossed the Atlantic, but it

is certain he was among some of the first settlers in the new
colony. In the year 1629, part of the present state of New
Hampshire in New England was purchased of the Indians,

when a deed was obtained from them by Mr. Wheelw right

and others from Massachusets. Before the year 1637,

» Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b. iii. p. 157, 158. + Ibid. p. 158—160.

t Life of Mr. Hansard Knollys, p. 11. Edit. 1692.
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Mr. Wheelwright changed his rehgious sentiments, and
appears to have become too much tinged with antinomianism.
Never were any communities, it is said, in more alarming
danger than the churches of Massachusets about this time

;

and seldom have any measures, to allay a public frenzy,

been more successful than those now adopted. The cause
of these evils was as singular as the effects were alarming.
** Mrs. Hutchinson, a member of the church at Boston, a

woman of ready wit and a bold spirit, had adopted two remark-
able opinions :— 1 . That the person of the HolyGhost dwells in

those who are justified.—2. That sanctification is no evidence
of justification. From these two sentiments spread numerous
branches : as, that our union with the Holy Ghost is suchy

that we are dead to every spiritual action, having no gifts

nor graces more than hypocrites, nor sanctification, but the

Holy Ghost himself, &c. Mr. Wheelwright, who was her
brother, joined with her."

The news of these things soon spread abroad ; and the

ministers who attended the general court in October, 1636,
made it an object of their attention to converse with Mr.
Wheelwright and others, who had adopted these opinions^

when they appeared to discover an accommodating spirit.

Soon after, certain of the members of the church at Boston,who
adopted the new opinions, publicly moved that Mr. Wheel-
wright should be called to be their teacher. This fanned the

flame of opposition. Tlie new opinions still rapidly spread-

ing, the general court, in December, called together the

ministers of the churches to advise with them respecting the

existing divisions. As their passions grew warmer by con-
stant disputation, they became more sanguine in their belief,

bold in their expressions, and multiplied in their novelties.

On public occasions it was now said, that the Holy Ghost
dwelt in believers, as he is in heaven; that a man is justified

before he believes ; that the letter of scripture holds forth

nothing but a covenant of works ; that the covenant of
grace was the spirit of the scripture, which was known only

to believers ; and that the ground of all religion was an
assurance by immediate revelation.

These, and many other things, being so complete a jumble
of nonsense and impiety, as appears almost too tedious to be
read, were accounted of the very first importance ; and all

the congregation of Boston, except four or five, espoused

most of these new opinions. At the next election it was
agreed to put off" all lectures for three weeks, that they might

bring these dissentions to an issue. Previous to this, a general
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fast was appointed to be kept in all the churches ; the occa-

sion of which, beside other things, was, " the dissentions in

the churches."* On the day of public fasting, Mr. Cotton,

it is said, preached a very healing sermon from Isa. Iviii. 4.

;

but jSIr. Wheelwright, the other preacher at Boston, + filled

his sermon with bitter invectives against the magistrates and

ministers of tlie country, telling the people, " that they

walked in such a way of salvation as was no better than a

covenant of works." Under his third use, he said, " The
second sort of people that are to be condemned, are all such

as do set themselves against the Lord Jesus Christ : such are

the greatest enemies to the state that can be. If they can
have their wills, you will see what a lamentable state both

church and commonwealth will be in : then we shall have

need of mourning. The Lord cannot endure those that are

enemies to himself, and kingdom, and people, and his

church." He compared them to Jews, Herods, Philistines,

and exhorted such as were imder a covenant of grace to

combat them as their greatest enemies. The above fast was
held January ip, 1637-

!March 9th following, being the next court-day, Mr. Wheel-
wright was brought before the magistrates, who, after liearing

what he could say in defence of his sermon, condemned it

as seditions, and tending to disturb the public peace. They
endeavoured to convince him of his offence, but without

effect ; and allowed him till the next session to consider

whether he would make his submission or abide the sentence

of the court. In the mean time, nearly all the church of

Boston presented a petition to the court, declaring, " That
Mr. Wheelwright had not been guilty of any sedition; that

his doctrine was not seditious, being no other than the ex-

pressions of scripture ; that it had produced no seditious

effects, for his followers had not drawn their swords, nor

endeavoured to rescue their innocent brother : they desired

the court, therefore, to consider the danger of meddling
with the prophets of God, and to remember, that even the

Apostle Paul himself had been called ' a pestilent fellow, a
mover of sedition, and the ringleader of a sect.' " This
petition was presented in the court presently after Mr. Wheel-
wright's censure, signed by above sixty hands, some of whom
were members of the court ; but it was rejected by the

* Morse and Parish's Hist, of New Enjj. p. 61, 142.

+ Mr. Wheelwrigiit was preacher to a branch of the Boston church,
which assembled at Braintree, a place near Boston.

—

Backups Hist, of
. Now Eng. Bap. vol. i. p. 81.
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majority, and the chief petitioners were severely punished

for it the next session.*

In the above petition two things were requested :
" That a%

free men they might be present in cases of judicature, and
that the court woukl declare, whether they might deal in cases

of conscience before the church." The members of the court

considered this as a reflection upon them, and replied, that

their proceedings had been always open. Mr. Wheelwright
was accused of calling those by the name of antichrist, who
believed sanctiiication to be an evidence of justification,

and of stirring up the people with bitterness and vehemence.

He endeavoured to justify himself; but the court adjudged

him guilty of sedition and contempt. Many pamphlets were
published on both sides of the question. Mr. Wheelwright
published a " Treatise in Defence of his Sermon," to which
the ministers answered, and Mr. Cotton replied. Mr. Wheel-
wright appeared before the court to hear his sentence ; but
they gave him respite till the next session, in August, that he
might have time, it is said, for cool reflection. But he

appeared bold and confident ; and to the court he said, that,

if he had been guilty of sedition, he ought to die ; that he
should retract nothing, but should appeal to the king ; adding,

that he had been guilty neither of sedition nor contempt;

that he had delivered nothing but the truth of Christ, and
the application of his doctrine was made by others, and not

by himself." At length, in October, 1637, the court

sentenced him to be disfranchised, to be banished from
the colony, and to be taken into immediate custody, unless he
would give security for his departure. He was, therefore,

banished, with several others, and he continued in a state of

banishment seven years.

t

Mr. Wheelwrisht afterwards orowinsr wiser, renounced

his errors, begged pardon of God and the country, was
restored to his people, and lived many years a useful minister

of Christ, at Hampton, in New Hampshire. " He was
literally a wandering star. At Jioston, at Quincy, at Exeter,

at Salisbury, and at Wells, difticulties pursued him." From
this last place he wrote to the government of Massachusets,

whence he had been banished, a very humble confession,

which was accepted, and he had the liberty to return. In

* Backus's Hist, of New Eng. Bap. vol. i. p. 81.—Neal's Hist, of New
Eng. vol. i. p. 169, 170.

t Morse and Parish's Hist, of New Eng. p. 87, 143—145.—Neat's Hist.

«f New Eng. vol. i. p. 174. Mrs. Hutchinson, his sister, was sent into

banishment about the same time, and was afterwards murdered by the

Indians.

—

Si^luester^s Life of Baxlar, part i. p. 75.
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this confession, he said, " It is the grief of my soul, that I

used such vehement and censorious speeches. I repent me
that I did adhere to persons of corrupt judgments, to the

countenancing and encouraging of them in any of their errors

or evil practices." The order of the court for taking off the

sentence of his banishment, and receiving linn as a member
of the commonwealth, is dated Boston, May 29, lf)44.* His

difficulties taught him wisdom. After his confession and

restoration he lived nearly forty years " a valued servant of

the church ;"t and he died about the year 1680, being an old

Mian and full of years.

Roger Williams.—This remarkable person was born in

Wales, in the year lo99, a»d educated in the university of

Oxford. He became a subject of divine grace at ten or

twelve years of age. In early youth he attracted the attention,

and obtained the patronage, of Lord Chief Justice Coke

;

who, seeing him at some place of public worship, was struck

with the attentive behaviour of one so young, and his taking

notes of the sermon. When the service was over, he sent

for young Williams, and desired to see his notes, and, finding

them very judiciously taken, took him under his patronage,

and sent him to Oxford. Having finished his studies at the

imiversity, he entered into the ministerial office, and was some
years minister in the established church. He afterwards

joined the puritans, and became a zealous nonconformist ; but

the intolerable oppressions of Bishop Laud forced him from

his native countiy, when he fled to New England. t Mr.
Neal says he was a rigid Brownist, precise, uncharitable, and

of most turbulent and boisterous passions.§ But Mr.
Hubbard, who lived in those times, denominates him " a

godly and zealous preacher."||

Mr. Williams arrived in New England February 5, 1631,

and was innnediately called by the church at Salem to be

assistant to Mr. Samuel Skelton. His settlement was,

however, opposed by the magistrates, " because he refused to

communicate with the church at Boston, unless they would

make a public declaration of their repentance, for having

held communion with the church of England when in their

native country; and because he declared it as his opinion,

* Backus's Hist, of Baptists, vol. i, p. 154. ,

+ Morse and Parish's Hist. p. 101.

% MS. Account. ^ Neal's Hist, of New Eng. vol. i. p. 140, 141.

I Backus's Hi»t, of BaptisU, vol. i. p. 5S, 508.
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that the civil magistrate might not punish any branch of tht

first table." In consequence of this, he was called by the

church of Plymouth to assist Mr. Ralpli Smith ; where, says

Governor Bradford, " he was freely entertained, according to

our poor ability, and exercised his gifts among us ; and, after

some time, vt'as admitted a member of the church, and his

teaching well approved ; for the benelit whereof I still bless

God ; and am thankful to him even for his sharpest admoni-

tions and reproofs." He continued assistant to Mr. Smith

two or three years ; but finding some of the leading members
of the church to be of different sentiments from himself, and

having received an invitation to succeed Mr. Skelton as pastor

of the church at Salem, he requested his dismission to that

church. After some demur, his request was granted. He
preached at Salem, it is said, all the time of Mr. Skelton's sick-

ness, and insinuated himself so far into the affections of the

people, by his vehement manner of delivery, that he was chosen

pastor after the other's death.* His request was granted by

the particular persuasion of Mr. Brewster, the venerable elder,

who signified his fears " that Mr. Williams would run the

same course of rigid separation and anabaptistry, which Mr.

John Smyth iiad done at Amsterdam." Those who adhered

to him were also dismissed and removed to the church at

Salem. Though his settlement was still opposed by the ma-
gistrates, he became their pastor, and laboured among them

abput two years. We are, indeed, informed, " That in one

year's time he filled that place with the principles of rigid

separation, tending to anabaptism."+

Mr. Williams never withheld his opinions, but openly and

publicly declared whatever appeared to him to be the truth.

This exposed him to the censure of his enemies, and involved

him in troubles even soon after his settlement at Salem. At
length, July 8, 163.5, he was summoned before the general

court, and was charged with maintaining, " That it is not

lawful for godly men to have communion in family prayer

with such as they judge unregenerate ; that it is not lawful

for an unregenerate man to pray; that the magistrate has

nothing to do m matters of the first table, only in cases of

disturbance to the civil peace ; that he ought not to tender

an oath to an unregenerate man ; that a man ought not to give

thanks after the sacrament, nor after meals ; that there ought

to be an unlimited toleration of all religions ; that to punish a

man for followmg the dictates of his conscience is persecution

;

* Neal's New Eng. vol. i. p. 141.

+ Baclius's Hist. vol. i. p. 54—57.
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and that the patent ^\hich was granted by King Charles
was invalid, and an instrument of injustice, being injurious

to the natives, the king of England having no power to

dispose of their lands to his own subjects."*

In the month of October following he appeared again
before the court, and received the sentence of banishment
for his dangerous opinions, as they are called ; the ministers,

as well as the magistrates, approving of the sentence. The
sentence of the court was as follows :

" Whereas Mr. Roger
*' Williams, one of the elders of the church of Salem, hatli
*' broached and divulged divers new and dangeious opinions
*' against the authority of magistrates ; has also written
" letters of defamation, both of the magistrates and churches
" here, and that before any conviction, and yet maintaineth
** the same without retraction. It is therefore ordered, that
*' the said Mr. Williams shall depart out of this jurisdiction,
*' within six weeks now next ensuing, which if he neglect to
** perform, it shall be lawful for the governor and two of tlie

" magistrates to send him to some place out of this juris-
*' diction, not to return any more without license from the
" court."T

Having received the barbarous sentence, he left his house,
his wife, and his children at Salem, in the depth of a most
severe winter, and was driven among the wild Indians,
where, for fourteen weeks, as he himself observes, " he
knew not what bread or bed did mean." But he found
more favour among those blind pagans than among the
protestants of New England. They allowed him to settle

among them, and ever after treated liim with kindness and
respect. He there laid the foundation of the colony of
Providence and Rhode-Island, and is supposed to

have been the founder of the first free government the world
ever knew, at least since the rise of antichrist; effectually

securing to all subjects free and full liberty of
CONSCIENCE. The principle of his government was adopted
by fourteen out of the seventeen United States, at the time of
the American revolution. The grand principle of this govern-
ment was, " That no man, or company of men, ought to be
molested by the ruling powers, on account of their religion,

or for any opinion received or practised in any matter of that

nature ; accounting it no small part of their happiness that

they may therein be left to their own liberty." Whether
Mr. Williams, indeed, espoused all those sentiments with

• Backus's Hist. vol. i. p. 68.—Morse and Parish's Hist, of New Eog.
p. 86, + Ibid. p. 156.
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which he was charged, we do not atteiii;pt to determiue ; but
he appears to have 'been the first of our countrymen who
thoroughly understood the grounds of civil and religious

liberty. The famous Mr. John Cotton, and the rest of tiie

ministers of New England, were so far concerned in iiis

prosecution and banishment as to shew, that while they made
loud outcries against popery, they themselves retained and
cherished the very worst part of it, even its intolerant and
persecuting spirit. This will be a reproach to them, even

to the latest posterity.* Mr. Williams called the place to

which he was banished Providence, " from a sense of

God's merciful providence to him in his distress ; and though,

for a considerable time, he suffered much fatigue and want,

he provided a refuge for persons persecuted for conscience'

sake."t

About the year 1639 he embraced the sentiments of the

baptists ; and being in want of one to administer the ordi-

nance of baptism, " he was baptized by one of his community,
then Mr. Williams baptized him and the rest of the society."

This appears to have been the first baptist church in Ame-
rica. ^ In the year 1644 Mr. Williams came to England,

with the view of procuring a charter; and though, upon his

arrival, he found the nation deeply involved in civil war, he

succeeded in obtaining it of the parliament, under the name
of " The Incorporation of Providence Planta-
tions IN THE NaRRAGANSET-BaY, IN New EnGLAND,
with full power and authority to rule themselves, and such

others as shall hereafter inhabit within any part of the said

tract of land, by such form of civil government as by volun-

tary consent of all, or the greater part of them, they shall

find most suitable to then- state and condition."

While Mr. Williams was in London to procure this

charter, he published a book, called, " The Bloody Tenet of

Persecution for the Cause of Conscience," 1644. This

work appeared to Mr. Cotton of dangerous tendency, there-

fore he published an answer to it, entitled, " The Bloody
Tenet washed and made White in the Blood of the Lamb,"
1647- Mr. Williams replied to this in a work entitled,

*' The Bloody Tenet yet more Bloody, by Mr. Cotton's

endeavour to wash it White in the Blood of the Lamb,"
1652. The grand principle for which he contended was,

That persons may, with less sin, be forced to marry whom((

* MS. Account.—Backus's Hist. vol. i. p. 69, 70, 1 12.—Mather's New-
England, b. vli. p. 7—9.

t Morse and Parish's Hist. p. 87. J Backus's Hist. vol. i. p. 106.
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tliey cannot love, than to worship where they cannot be-
lieve :" and he denied " that Christ had appointed the civil

sword as a remedy against false teachers." Mr. Cotton
affirmed, and endeavouied to prove, the contrary sentiment.

He maintained that the civil sword was appointed as the

remedy in this case ; and that it was matter of perpetual

equity to put to death any apostate seducing idolater, or

heretic, who sous:5ht to draw the souls of the people from
the Lord their God. Mr. Williams clearly saw the result of
these principles, and in his work he addressed a letter to

Governor Endicot, in which he said, " By your principles

and conscience, such as you count heretics, blasphemers,

and seducers, must be put to death. You cannot be faithful

to your principles and conscience without it." About four

years after this Endicot put to death four persons, and
pleaded conscience for the propriety of his conduct.*

Mr. Williams, in pleading the cause of religious liberty,

asks Mr. Cotton, " If Jesus Christ have left a power with

the civil governors of this w orld, for establishing, governing,

and reforming his church, what is become of his care and
love, his wisdom and faithfulness ; seeing in all ages, since he
left the world, he hath generally left her destitute of such

qualified princes and governors, and in the course of his

providence furnished her with those whom he knew would
be as fit as wolves to protect and feed his sheepT'^ The
publication of his book in England gave great offence to

the presbyterians, who exclaimed against it as full of heresy

and blasphemy. But his principles having been tried, and
found to be the soundest policy, both England and America
should unite in erecting a monument to perpetuate the name
of Roger Williams, as the first governor who ever pleaded

that liberty of conscience was the birthright of man, and
granted it to those who in opinion differed from himself,

when he had the power of withholding it.

His practice, also, was founded on the generous principles

of the gospel. He was " not overcome of evil, but overcame
evil with good ;" and, in their wars with the Indians, he was
exceedingly useful to those by whom he had been perse-

cuted. He was at the same time particularly zealous and labo-

rious in promoting the conversion of the Indians, an account

of whose manners, customs, and languages he afterwards ptib-

lished. He was so universally beloved and revered, that

he was sometimes chosen governor of the colony : he, never-

* Ivimey's Hist, of Baptists, p, 218, 219.
J- Backus's Hist. vol. i. p. 189.
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theless, continued pastor of the baptist church to the end of

his days. This enlightened legishitor died in the year 1683,

ao-ed eighty-four years.* In addition to the pieces men-

tioned above, he was the author of a work entitled, " The
tlireling Ministry none of Christ's ; or, a Discourse touch-

ing the Propagating of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, humbly

presented to such pious and honourable Hands whom the

present Debate thereof concerns," l652. Also, " George

Fox digged out of his Burrows;" written against the

quakers.

John Sherman.—This excellent divine was born at

Dedham in Essex, December C6, l6l3, and educated in

Emanuel college, Cambridge. By the pious instructions of

his worthy parents, and the excellent preaching of Mr. John

Rogers, he was led to " remember his Creator in the days

of his youth." He was much admired for his youthful

piety, ingenuity, and industry. At Cambridge he made great

progress in the various departments of useful literature ; but,

being required to subscribe, in order to his taking the degrees,

he scrupulously refused. His arguments against subscrip-

tion were to him so powerful, that, after consulting Mr.
Rogers, Dr. Preston, and other eminent divines, who com-
mended his objections, he left the university under the

reproachful nanie of a college puritan. Those objections

which he had against the established church, its subscription

and its ceremonies, by which he was induced to leave the

university, soon occasioned his removal out of the kingdom.

When he found that he could not enjoy the peaceable ex-

ercise of his ministry in his native country without defiling

his conscience, he embarked for New England, with several

other ministers, in the year 1634. There he hoped to employ

his talent for tlie glory of God and the good of souls, and to

enjoy rest from the oppressive measures of the prelates.

Mr. Sherman, upon his arrival in America, preached at

various places with universal applause. Having preached

before an assembly of ministers, Mr. Hooker pleasantly said

to his reverend brethren, " Brethren, we must look to our-

selves and to our ministry ; for tliis young divine will outdo

us all." He settled at Newhaven; where, for about two or

three years, he suspended the exercise of his ministry. Dur-
ing this period, he was so highly esteemed in the colony, that

* Backus's Hijt. vol. i. p. 106—531.
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he was chosen one of the magistrates, and he served the

pubhc with exemphiry discretion and fidelity. At the ex-

piration of that period he resumed his ministry, and con-

tinued a most zealous and faithful preacher the remainder of

his days. He was invited to various places ; and, upon the

death of Mr. Philips of Watertown, he became his successor

in the pastoral office. There he lived near Cambridge ; he
became fellow of Harvard college, and performed many
valuable offices for that society. For upwards of thirty

years the students attended upon his lectures. He expe-
rienced the happiness of growing in grace, and enjoyed the

vigorous exercise of his mental powers, even to old age.
" Such keenness of wit," says Dr. Mather, " such soundness

of judgment, such fulness of matter, and such vigour of

language, were rarely seen in a man of his years." This was,

indeed, manifest in his last sermon, from Eph. ii. 8. jBj/ grace

are ye saved. He was soon after attacked by a malignant

fever, and died triumphing in the Lord, xVugust 8, 1685,
aged seventy-two years. He was a strict observer of the

sabbath, a constant preacher, a wise counsellor, a great

divine, and an excellent mathematician and astronomer. He
was a great reader, and possessed so strong a memory, that

his own m.ind, it is said, became his library. In his public

ministry, he was judicious, industrious, faithful ; and so fine

an orator, that he was called the golden-mouthed preacher.

His wisdom, discretion, and meekness were conspicuously

manifest in the orderly and pious government of his large

family. He was twice married. By the first wife he had

!iix children, and by the second he had tieenty.*

Thomas Cobbet w^as born at Newbury in Berkshire,

in the year lG08, and educated in the university of Oxford.

Having finished his academical studies, he returned to New-
bury, and became a pupil under the celebrated Dr. Twisse.

He first settled in the ministry at a siliall place in Lincoln-

shire ; but here he felt the vengeance of the ecclesiastical

governors. On account of his nonconformity, he was tossed

for some time in the storm of persecution, and at length

driven to New England. He went in the same ship with

Mr. John Davenport, in the year 1637- He found New
England a comfortable asylum, and a secure retreat from
the storm. Upon bis arrival, he was cordially received by
his old friend, Mr, Whiting of Lynn, and was chosen his?

* Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b. iii. p. 162—165.
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colleague in the pastoral office. About the year l657, upon
the removal of Mr. Norton to Boston, he was chosen pastor

of the church at Ipswich. In this situation he continued, in

the faithful and laborious discharge of his numerous pastoral

duties, to the end of his days. He died in the beginning of

the year \GS6, aged seventy-nine years,*

Soon after Mr. Cobbet undertook the pastoral charge at

Ipsvyich, tiic people of the town voted him to receive; one
hundred pounds, for the purpose of buying or building

himself a house ; and, to raise the money, ail the inhabitants

were taxed. This being a new thing in the colony, several

persons refused to pay the money required, and accordingly

were prosecuted for it.t But religion is a voluntary thing.

The pecuniary aids requisite to its support ought, in like

manner, to be altogether voluntary. All impositions and
compulsions from the predominant party, is a direct violation

of the laws of equity, an inl'ringement upon the rights of

christians, and enters into the very spirit of antichrist. Mr.
Cobbet, however, v\as an eminent preacher, a man much
devoted to God in prayer, and the excellent author of many
books, the titles of some of which we have been able to

collect.

His Works.— 1. A Vindication of the Covenant of Clnldren of
Church 'Members, 1613—2. A Vindication of Children's Church-
membership and Kij^lit to Baptism, 1645.—3. The Civil Magistrate's
Power in Matters of Religion, 1653.—4. A Discourse on Prayer,
1657.—5. The Honour due from Children to their Parents.

John Elliot.—This renowned servant of Christ M'as

born in the year 1604, and educated at Cambridge. Upon
his removal from the university, he became assistant to the

venerable Mr. Hooker, in his school at Chelmsford. While
in this situation, he was awakened to a sense of his sins, and
brought to experience a work of grace on his heart. We
give the account of it in his own words :

" To this place I

was called," says he, " through the infinite riches of God's
mercy in Christ Jesus to my poor soul. For here the Lord
said unto my dead soul, live ! and, through the grace of

Christ, I do live, and shall live for ever. When I came to

this blessed family, I then saw, and never before, the power
of godliness in its lively vigour and efficacy."

Having continued for some time in the office of school-
' master, he resolved to devote himself to tlie Lord in th^

* Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b. iii. p. 166.
+ Backus's Hist, of Baptists, vol. i. p. 310.



ELLIOT. 485

iniuilstry of the gospel ; birt he was at a loss for an oppor-

tunity. He had imbibed the principles of nonconformity, and

therefore could not enter upon any stated charge on the terms

required of the clergy. I'he rulmg prelates of the Laudian

faction were at this time stopping the mouths of all the

learned apd useful ministers in the nation, who could not

in conscience observe their popisii and superstitious impo-
sitions. It appeared to young Elliot, that a conformity to

these impositions, in the worship of God, was a direct viola-

tion of the second commandment. His conscience not per-

mitting him to observe the unwarrantable ceremonies, he

was not suffered to preach in any part of England. Great

numbers of people were driven out of the nation by the

arbitrary and cruel proceedings of the bishops ; among whom
was Mr. EUiot, who, in the year 1631, fled to New England.

On his arrival in tiie new colony, he joined himself to Mr.
Wilson's church at Boston, where he preached occasionally

for some time. But, the year following, several of his old

acquaintance following him to New England, he settled with

them at Roxbury, and Mas chosen pastor of the church, in

ivhich office he continued among them almost sUti/ years.

Mr. Elliot was a man of distinguished eminence. His
piety was most exemplary. He lived under the habitual

influence of a praying heart. He knew, by happy expe-
rience, the utility of private prayer, and was ever urgent in

promoting it among others. When he was informed of any
important public news, he would say, " Bi ethren, let us

turn all this into prayer." When he paid a visit to his

intimate friends, he used to say, " Come, let us not have a
visit without prayer. Let us pray down the blessing of
heaven on your family before we go." And whenever he
was in the company of ministers, he said, " Brethren, the

Lord Jesus takes notice of what is said and done among his

ministers. Come, let us pray before we part." He had an
exceedingly high value for his Bible, was a close student of
that sacred volume, and a constant and useful preacher. He
lived, in a great measure, as if he Mere in heaven while upon
the earth.*

Mr. Elliot Mas most exemplary in the duty of rnorlifica-

tion. It could never be said, that he sought great things for

himself. This world, and all things in it. Mere to him just

M'hat they ought to be to a dying man. He looked upon
them all as mere trifles. He alM ays rose early in the morningj

* Mather'* Hist, of New En-, b. iii. p. 175, 176.
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and was ever abstemious in eating and drinking. When the

countenance of a minister at any time appeared to indicate

too much indulgence, he tlius addressed him :
" Study mor-

tification, brother ; study mortification !" These pointed

reproofs came from him with a becoming majesty and

solemnity, and rarely gave offence.

His liberality was as a star of the first magnitude in the

constellation of his excellent virtues. His bounty to public

and private charities far exceeded his annual income. The
poor esteemed him as their common father ; and every

object of distress found him to be a brother and a friend.

He was constantly zealous in promoting family religion.

But the loss of his wife made no common impression on

his mind. They lived together, in the enjoyment of great

happiness, upwards of half a century ; but, a few years

before his death, he followed her remains to the grave with

great lamentation and many tears. They were usually called

Zacharias and Elizabeth. Their family was a Bethel. 1 hey

brought up their children " in the nurture and admonition of

the Lord. ^1 hey commanded their children, and their house-

hold after them, that they should keep the way of the

Lord."

Mr. Elliot was a considerable scholar, especially in his

knowledge of the Hebrew. He was eminently qualified for

the ministerial work. He took great care to distribute to all

their portion in due season. It was food, not froth, with

which he .fed the souls of the people. His method of

preaching was very plain, but remarkably powerful. His

sermons contained nutch of Christ; and he constantly

laboured to bring sinners to the Saviour. To young preachers

he frequently said, " Pray let there be much of Christ in

your ministry." And having heard a sermon which greatly

savoured of Christ, he would say, " Blessed be God, that

we have Christ so much and so well preached in poor New
England." He was a great friend to sermons well studied,

always commending those which discovered close thought

and much reading. Yet he wished to perceive something

more in a sermon than mere human study. His frequent

complaint was, " It is a sad thing, when a sermon wants that

one thing, the Spirit of' God."
In his views of church discipline, Mr. Elliot was a

thorough puritan, but peaceable in his separation from all

usurpations over men's consciences. He was a modest and
humble nonconfoimist to the unwarrantable inventions and

impositions of jnen ; and was deeply afflicted to see that
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the work of reformation was opposed, particularly by the

bishops, in the church of England. It was a settled prin-

ciple with him, that, in promoting the reformation of
churches, every thing ought to be reduced to the primitive

and apostolic institution. He was persuaded that a church,

according to the New Testament, "is a congregation of
professed believers, M'ith officers of divine appointment,

agreeing to meet together for the celebration of divine ordi-

nances, and their mutual edification." After the closest

examination, it was his settled opinion, " that no approved
writers, for the space of two hundred years after Christ,

make any mention of any other organized, professing chris-

tian church, than that only which is congregational." He
could not conceive how a church could arise from any

other formal cause than the voluntary consent and confede-

ration of the several parties concerned, by lirst giving them-
selves to the Lord, and then to one another.

This great man could not be satisfied with his regular

ministerial exercises among his own people ; his soul longed

for the conversion of the wild Intlians. After much con-

sideration, and earnest prayer for the direction and blessing

of God, he entered upon the arduous work. His design

was no sooner made known than several favourable cir-

cumstances concurred to afford him encouragement. The
enterprize was, indeed, laborious ; but all the good people

in the country rejoiced in his undertaking, and neighbouring

ministers kindly supplied his pulpit while he laboured

abroad. Also the Lord inclined great numbers of religious

persons in England to make liberal contributions for its

encouragement and support. Oliver Cromwell warmly
espoused the cause, and commanded collections to be made
in all the parishes throughout England for this important

object. The sum collected was very considerable. For, in

addition to other stock, lands were purchased to the amount
of seven or eight hundred pounds a year ; and a corporation

was appointed lo employ the rents for promoting the con-

Tersion of the Indians.*

Mr. Elliot's first business was to obtain a correct acquaint-

ance with the Indian language, a woi k of immense difficulty,

on account of the excessive length of the words, and the

little affinity with any other language. Many of the v\ ords are

so prodigiously long, that one would think, says Dr. Mather,

they had been growing in lengdi ever since the confusion of

» Sylvester's Life of Baxter, part ii. p. 290.
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Babel.* But Mr. Elliot's zeal surmounted all these difficul-

ties. He hired a native Indian, who understood English, to

assist him ; and after some tmie, by his own indefatigable

pains and industry, he became a conjjilete master of the

language. He afterwards reduced it to a method, and pub-

lished a grammai', entitled, " The Indian Grammar." At
the end of this laborious production he thus \\ rote :

" Prayers

and pains, through faith in Christ Jesus, will do any thing."

In addition to this grammar, he compiled two catechisms in

the Indian language ; and translated into that language

Baxter's " Call to the Unconverted," " The Practice of

Piely," and the whole Bible. The translation,of the Bible,

a Mork of immense labour, says our author, he wrote with

one pen. It vas printed at Cambridge in New England, and
was the first Bible that was ever printed in America.!

When he was properly furnished for the work, he entered

upon it in the year 1646. Having called together a number
of the Indians, at a fixed time and place, he paid them a

visit, accompanied by several of his friends. After offering

up fervent prayers to God, he preached to them about a

quarter of an hour, from Ezek. xxxvii. Q, 10. That by

prophesying to the nindl the zc'uid came, and the dry hones

lived. He introduced into his sermon a short account of the

principal ai tides of the christian faith, and applied the whole
to the Indians before Inm. Having finished his discourse,

he inquired \^hether they understood ; when they said they

understood all. He then desired, as was his usual method
afterwards, that they would ask him whatever questions they

pleased. These questions generally referred to the sermon
they had heard, -and discovered what advantage they had
derived.

It is almost Incredible what hardships he endured in the

prosecution of this great work ; how many wearisome days

and nights went over his head ; how many tiresome journies

he travelled; and how many terrible dangers he encountered.

Some idea of the trials lie endured, and of the supports he
experienced, may be gathered from the following extract of
his letter to Governor \\ inslow :

—" I have not been dry,
" n;ght nor day," says he, '' from the third day of the week
" to the ,si\l:h, but so travelled; and at night pull off my
" boots, wring my stockings, and on with them again, and so

* The two following words may serve as a specimen of Iheir lenj^th.

Nummatcliekootan'siinooonRaiiunnonash, signifies, Our lusts. Kiimmogkod-
onatt.iottummooetit ear, nganuunonash,signifies, Our question.—Maihers Aew
England, b. iii. p. 193. t Ibid. p. 197.
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" continue. But God steps in and helps. I liave con-
" sideied those words : Endure hairiness, as the good soldier

of Je.sus Christ."*

These hibours of love were not in vain, but crowned with
abundant success. The natives, who felt the impression of
the word of God on their hearts, were soon distinguished by
Hhe name oi Praying Indians. Those who had wandered con-
tinually from place to place soon became inclined to a fixed

life. Instead of living like wild beasts in a v> ilderness, they
formed small settlements and built themselves little towns.
They also formed for themselves a civil government, in which
Mr. Elliot assisted them, taking the word of God for his model.
Of these little settlements Natick was the principal. So early

as the year 1648, this laborious servant of Christ could see the

happy fruit of his ministry ; and, said he, " I could find at

least twenty men and women with whom I durst freely join

in church fellowship."t In the year 1651 the first Indian
church was formed. The natives, having abandoned polygamy,
fornication, drunkenness, and sabbath-breaking, confessed

their sins with tears, and professed their faith in Jesus Christ.

And giving satisfactory evidence of their conversion to God,
they and their children were baptized. They were then

solemnly united into a church covenant, and Mr. Elliot

admimstered to them the Lord's supper.+ For many years

he had the unspeakable felicity of seeing the abundant fruit

of his holy and arduous labours. He was so much engaged
in the work of converting these wild pagans, that he was
usually styled, the Apostle of the Indians.^
As this eminent man of God approached towards his end,

his conversation became still more holy, savoury, and divine.

He was desirous of doing something for the Lord to the very

last. AVhen he looked upon his talents as too far gone for

anv further usefulness to the Eno-Jish, he desired to be em-
ployed in catechizing the negroes. At the very close of life

he undertook to teach a poor blind boy the knowledge of the

scriptures. He discovered much concern for the poor Indians

to the very last. " There is a cloud," said he, " a dark cloud

upon the work of the gospel among the poor Indians. The
Lord revive and prosper that work, and grant it may live

when I am dead. It is a work about which I have been

* Mather's New England, b. iii. p. 196.

+ Thorowgood's Jews in America, p. 121. Edit. 1650.

i Mather's New England, b. iii. p. 197.

i For a full account of Mr. Elliot's zeal, labours, and success, together

•with others who were inspired by his example to prosecute the same work,
see Mathers Hist, of JV'ew Engla.id, b. iii. p. 190—206.
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doing much and long. What was the word I spoke last ? I

recall that word, my doings. Alas ! they have been poor and

small, and lean doings ; and I will be the man who will cast

the first stone at them."

Mr. Elliot often told his friends that he should shortly go

to heaven, and that he would carry much good news with

him. He said, he would carry tidings to the old founders of

New England, who were gone to glory, that church-work was

still carried on in the country : that the number of churches

was continually increasing : and that the churches were still

as large as ever by the daily addition of those who should be

saved. As the hour of his departure approached, the coming

of the Lord Jesus was the principal subject of his serious con-

templation. While he was thus retreating from the world, he

used to say, *' Come, Lord, I have been a great while ready

for thy coming." He said to his friends, " Pray, pray, pray
;"

and, before his departure, he said to Mr. Walter, his successor,

" Brother, thou art welcome to my very soul. Retire to thy

study to pray for me, and give me leave to be gone." He
then exclaimed, welcomeJoij, and so departed, in the year I69O,

and in the eighty-sixth of his age. He had six children, all

apparently converted to God, four of whom were preachers

of the gospel.

Mr. Elliot was remarkable for resignation in all circum-

stances to the will of God. Having been one day out to sea

in a boat, the boat was overset by a larger vessel, when he

immediately sunk, without the most distant expectation of

rising any more. In this situation he was perfectly collective

and resigned to his heavenly Father's will. He could say

wUhin himself, " The will of the Lord be done." His life,

however, was spared. But the following circumstance, as

closely connected with it, was rather remarkable. Many
profane persons were exceedingly enraged against him for

labouring among the Indians; and one of this description

hearing of his narrow escape, anxiously and profanely wished

he had been drowned. But within a few days that very man
was drowned in the very place where Mr. Elliot found

deliverance.

He possessed the happy talent of raising profitable obser-

vations from common occurrences, with such a mixture of

pleasantry and gravity, as rendered his company exceedingly

desirable. Being once on a visit at ihe house of a merchant,

and finding only books of business on the table, and all his

books of devotion on the shelf, he thus addressed him :
" Sir,"

said he, " here is earth on the table, and heaven on the shelf;
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pray do not sit so much at the table as to forget the shelf.

Let not earth by any means thrust heaven out of your

mind."

Mr. Elliot was an avowed enemy to all contention, and a

great composer of differences. His advice was often sought

in diiHcult cases ; and when any minister complained of such

cases among his people, he used to say, " Brother, compass
them. Brother, learn the meaning of those three little words :

hear ; forbear ; Jhrgive."*

He w as a man of great piety, uncommon zeal in the cause

of Christ, and almost unbounded charity. When he was
quite sunk with age and hard labour, being asked how he did,

he replied, " Alas ! I have lost almost every thing; my under-

standing leaves me, my memory fails me, my utterance fails

me ; but, I thank God, my charity holds out still : 1 find that

rather grows than fails."

He lived till he was quite worn out, and used pleasantly to

say, " My old acquaintance are gone to heaven so long

before me, tliat 1 am afraid they will think I am gone the

wrong way, because I stay so long behind."t In addi-

tion to the articles already mentioned, he was author of
" The Harmony of the Gospels, in the Holy History of
Jesus Christ;" and " The Divine Management of Gospel
Churches."

Hanserd Knollys.—This pious and venerable divine

was born at Cavvkwell in Lincolnshire, in the year 1598, and
educated in the university of Cambridge. He had the privi-

lege of pious parents, who were careful to have him instructed

betimes in the principles of religion and good literature. His
behaviour at the university, where he became a graduate, was
particularly exemplary. He divided his time between study,

conversation, and religious duties ; and though he had been
long noticed for his pious disposition, he attributed his con-
version to the sermons which he there heard. It was at

Cambridge, most probably, that he received his first tincture

of puritanism ; as he conversed chiefly with persons of that

persuasion. Having finished his studies at the university, he
was chosen master of the free-school at Gainsborough in his

native county.

June 29, 1629, Mr. Knollys was ordained deacon, and the

day following presbyter, by the Bishop of Peterborough; soon

, « Mather's Hist, of New England, b. iii. p. 190—206.
+ Neal'sHist. of New England, vol, ii. p. 471.
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after which the Bishop of Lincohi presented him to thevicaraoe

of Huniberstone in his own county. He was indefutigably la-

borious, and preached mostly three times on the Lord's day,

and not unfrequently four times ; but he did not hold his living

above two or three years. For, scrupling the lawfulness of

iisino- the surplice, the cross in baptism, aiid the admission of

persons of profane character to the Lord's supper, he re-

signed it into tlie hands of the bishop ; but, through

his lordship's connivance, he continued to preach for two or

three years longer in different churches. When he resigned

the benefice of Humberstone, the bishop offered him a

better living; but he resisted the temptation, and modestly

refused to accept it. About the year 1636 he left the

church entirely, renounced his episcopal ordination, and

joined himself to the puritans. This exposed him to numer-

ous difficulties and hardships. He was driven out of Lin-

colnshire, andj at length, out of the kingdom, for his noncon-

formity. Upon his going to Boston, probably with the view

of being sheltered from the storm, he was apprehended by

virtue of a warrant from the high commission, and, for some
time, put under confinement. But, by his serious discourse,

he so terrified the conscience of his keeper, that he set open

the prison doors, and sntrered him to depart. Having thus

escaped th.e snare of his persecutors, he removed with his

family to London ; but, being still harassed by the high com-

mission, he resolved to escape the violence of his enemies,

iand to depart into a foreign land. After suffering numerous

hardships, being persecuted from one place to another, he

took shipping in the river Thames, and, after many difliculties

during the voyage, at length safely arrived at Boston in New
England. W'lien he went abroad he had only sixfarthings

of his money left, only his wife had saved five pounds

unknown to him, which she then gave him.

Mr. Knollys continued in America about five years, at the

expiration of which period he returned to England upon the

invitation of his aged father, and arrived in London, Decem-
ber 24, 1641. The dreadful massacre which during that

rear deluged Ireland with blood, was succeeded the following

year by the civil v; ars w hich burst forth between tlie king and

the parliament. Mr. Knollys, not long after his arrival, was

again reduced to great poverty, and, after paying for his

lodgings, had only six-pence left ; but having many friends, he

met with unexpected kindness and relief. For his better

support, he took under his care a few scholars, whom he

continued to instruct in his own house upon Great Tower-hill?
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London, till he was chosen master of the free-school in St.

Mary-Axe. There, in the space of one year, lie had no less

than one hundred and lifty-six scholars. But he quitted the

benehts aiising from this employment to go into the parlia-

ment's army ; where he preached freely to the soldiers, till he

perceived that the commanders sought their own glory and
advantage, more than the cause of God and his j^eople,

breaking their vows and solemn engagements. Upon this he
left the army and returned to London,

After the abolition of episcopacy, Mr. Knollys preached
for some time in the parish churches with great approbation.

But the presbyteriaiTs obtaining the asceridancy, and abusing

their power, too inuch in imitation of their predecessors, pro-

scribed all who did not fall in with their peculiar sentiments.

Mr. Knollys, who had some years before embraced the

leading opinions of die baptists, then a rising sect in England,

propagated them with great zeal, freedom, and success. He
engaged, about this time, in a public disputation v.'ith Mr.
Kithn and the learned Mr. Henry Jessey, on the subject of

baptism, vrhich continued several weeks.* One of the most
considerable of his converts was IMr. Jessey, to whom he'

administered the ordinance of l^aptism by immersion.+ But
the publicity with which he declared his sentiments, at length

awakened the jealousy and incurred the displeasure of those

in power.

Mr. Knollys, having been earnestly and repeatedly requested

to preach one Lord's' day at Bow-church, Cheapside, took
occasion in his scimon to speak against the practice of
infant baptism. This giving offence to some of the auditory,

a complaint was immediately lodged against him to the

parliament; and, by a warrant from the committee of plun-

dered ministers, he was apprehended by the keeper of Ely-
house, who refused bail, and kept him several days in prison.

He was afterwards brought before the committee, in the

presence of about thirty divines, and examined by Mr. White
the chairman ; to whom he gave such satisfactory answers,
that he was discharged without blame, or paying fees ; when
the jailer was sharply reproved for refusing him bail, and
threatened to be turned out of his place.

Not long after this, Mr. Knollys went into Suffolk, and
preached at several places as opportunity oifered, at the

request of his friends. But, being accounted an " antinomian"

• Crosby's Baptists, vol. iii. p. 311.
+ Mr. Jessey was afterwards silenced and imprisoned for nonconrortnifj

at the reatOTHlion.-^ Palmer's Noncon. Mem. vol. i. p. 129—134.
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and an " anabaptist," his sentiments were deemed seditious

and factions, and the virulence of the mob was instigated

against him by the high-constable. At one time he was
stoned out of the pulpit ; and at another time the doors of

the church were shut against him and his hearers ; upon
M'hich he preached in the church-yard. But this was a crime

of too great magnitude to be connived at or excused. He
was, therefore, taken into custody, and prosecuted at the

petty-sessions of the county ; tlien sent a prisoner to London,
with articles of complaint against him to the parliament.

On his examination he proved, by witnesses of good reputa-

tion, that he had neither sowed sedition nor raised tumult

;

and that all the disorders which had happened were owing to

the malignity and violence of his opposers, who had acted

contrary to law and common civility. He also produced
copies of the sermons he had preached, and afterwards

printed them. Indeed, his answers on this occasion were so

perfectly satisfactory, that, on the report of the committee of

the house of commons, he was not only discharged, but a

vote passed that he should have liberty to preach in any part

of SuflFolk, when the minister of the place did not himself

officiate. And, upon the petition of the inhabitants of

Ipswich, the house ordered, January 17, 1648, that Mr.
Knollys and Mr. Kiffin should go there to preach.* In
addition to all the trouble which the above business gave Mr.
Knollys, it cost him no less than s'lxh) pounds.

This persecuted servant of Christ, linding how much
offence was taken at his preaching in the church, and to what
painful and expensive troubles it exposed him, set up a

separate meeting in Great St. Helen's, London ; where the

people flocked to hear him, and he had commonly a thousand

hearers. This, however, gave greater offence to his presby-

terian brethren than his fonner method; and the landlord was
prevailed upon to give him notice to remove from the place.

After this he had a large meeting-house in Finsbury-fields
;

and still continuing to preach, he was summoned before a

committee of divines, in Queen's-court, Westminster. Being

brought to examination, Mr. Leigh, the chairman, asked him,

why he presumed to preach Avithout holy orders. To whom
he replied, that, though he had renounced his episcopal ordi-

nation, he was ordained in a church of God, according to

the order of the gospel; and then explained the manner of

ordination among the baptists. At last, when he was com-

* Whitlocke's Memorials, p. 363.
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manded to preach no more, he told them, that he would
preach the gospel, both publicly and from house to house

;

saying, " It is more equal to obey Christ who commandetli
me, than men who forbid me ;" and so went his way, and
ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ and him criicitied.

The displeasure of the presbyterians against Mr. Knollys, at

this time, seems to have been occasioned chiefly by a letter

which he wrote to a friend in iSorwich, containing some sharp

but just reflections on the proceedings of the London ministers

against toleration. This letter, by some means, came into

the hands of the Suftolk committee, who sent it up to London,
where it was published.* It is dated London, the 13th of

the 1 1th month, called January, 1645, and addressed " to his

beloved brother, Mr. John Duttonin Norwich," of which the

following is a copy :+

" Beloved Brother, I salute you in the Lord.
" Your letter I received the last day of the

week, and upon the first day I did salute tlie brethren in your
name, who re-salute you, and pray for you. The city presby-

terians have sent a letter to the synod, dated from Zion
college, against any toleration ; and they are fasting and pray-

ing at Zion college this day about further contrivings against

God's poor innocent ones ; but God will doubtless answer
them according to the idol of their own hearts. To-morrow
there is a fast kept by both houses and the synod at West-
minster. They say it is to seek God about the establishing

of worship according to their covenant. They liave first

vowed, now they make inquiry. God will certainly take the

crafty in their own snare, and make the wisdom of the wise

foolishness ; for he chooseth the foolish things of this world
to confound the wise, and weak things to confound the mighty.
My wife and family remember their love to you. Salute the

brethren that are with you. Farewell :

" Your brother in the faith and fellowship of the gospel,
" Hanserd Knollys."

When Mr. Knollys quitted the army, he returned to his

employment of teaching school, from whence he derived the

principal means of his support. The allowance he received
from the church, on account of the poverty of its members,
was only trifling :

" but," says he, " I coveted no man's
silver or gold, but chose rather to labour, knowing it is more
blessed to give than to receive." He, accordingly, gave

* Crosby's Baptists, vol, i. p. 231.
t £dwards'g Gangraeiia, part iii, p. 48.
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liberally, out of his own earnings, to the poor of the church.
Notwif.hstanding his constant avocations, he did not neglect

the charge of his flock, but preached constantly two or three

times a week, and visiied his people from house to house,

especially those who were sick. In the year 1644 he sub-

scribed the confession of faith published by the seven
baptist churches in London.* Afterwards, in the year 1651,
the sectaries labourivig under severe persecution, he united

with them in their " Huiable Proposal," addressed " To the

right honourable the committee of parliament, for receiving-

such proposals as shall be tendered to their consideration by
persons fearing God, in order to the propagating of the

gospel." It contains many excellent hints, tending to promote
unity, concord, and the toleration of all worthy subjects.t In

the " Declaration" published by the baptists, in the year 1654,
fourteen of those who subscribed it are said to have walked
with Mr. Knollys.t

The life of this good man was one continued scene of

trouble and vexation. Upon the rising of Venner, im-

mediately after the restoration, in l660, Mr. Knollys, with

many other innocent persons, Mas dragged from his own
dwelling-house, and committed to Newgate. There he

suffered eighteen weeks' imprisonment, till released by an act

of grace upon the king's coronation. At that time four

hundred peisons were confined in the same prison, for refus-

ing the oaths of allegiance and supremacy. The rebellion of

Venner occasioned a royal proclamation, prohibiting ana-

baptists and other sectaries from worshipping God in public,

excepting at their parish churches. This unnatural edict was
the signal for persecution, and only the forerunner of those

cruel laws which afterwards disgraced the reigns of Charles

and James the second. Mr. Knollys, as may be supposed,

was often obliged to shift his abode. After removing into

different parts of England and Wales, he went over to

Holland, from thence to Germany, and back again to

Rotterdam ; from whence he returned to London. These
frequent revolutions occasioned a great variation in his circum-

stances. Sometimes he was worth several hundred pounds

;

at other times, he had no house to dwell in, no food to eat,

nor any money to lay out. But tliese sudden changes tended

very much to the exercise and confirmation of his graces, and

furnished him with frequent instances of the goodness of

Divine providence.

* Featley's Dippers Dipt. p. 17T.

+ Grey's Exaraination, vol. iii. Appen, p. 144. % Declaration, p. 22.
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During his absence on the continent Colonel Legge,
heutenant of the ordnance, commenced a suit m chancery
against him, to obtain possession of his house and ground,
Avhich he had left in charge with a friend, and which was
alleged to be the property of the king. But the law not
favouring his majesty's pretensions, the colonel sent a party

of soldiers, and took violent possession of the premises, which
had cost Mr. Knollys upwards of seven hundred pounds.
He had, also, tico hundned pounds lodged with the w^eaver's

company, which was in the same manner given to the king,

without the formality of the owner's consent. Much larger

sums belonging to other persons shared the same fate. When
a great monarch descends to such paltry and dishonourable
methods of replenishing his empty coffers, he quits the

dignity of his station, and becomes at once an object both
of terror and contempt.

Mr. Knollys, upon his return from Holland, betook himself

to his former employment of teaching school, by which he
was enabled, through the blessing of God, to repair his losses,

and to provide things honest and convenient for his family.

For this service he was admirably qualified, being an excellent

linguist, and having adopted an excellent method of instruc-

tion. So that when the times would permit him to follow
this employ, he never wanted sufficient encouragement ; and
many persons eminent for piety and learning were educated
under him. While he was employed in the education of
youth, he was by no means negligent of that work which was
the great labour of his life : but he continued in the faithful

discharge of the pastoral office to his gathered congregation,

in various places, till his death ; at which time his meeting-
house was in Broken-wharf, Thames-street. He also

preached a morning lecture every Lord's day at Pinner's-hall.

The bigotry and malice of men, indeed, occasioned frequent

interruptions in his work. By virtue of the conventicle act,

commencing May 10, I67O, he was apprehended at a meeting
in George-yard, and committed by the lord mayor to the

Compter, Bishopsgate. But having favour in the eyes of the

keeper, he was permitted to preach to the prisoners. Not
long after, at the sessions in the Old Bailey, he was set at

liberty. The good man was no sooner delivered from these

troubles than he was called to endure heavy bodily affliction

;

and afterwards some domestic trials, first by the loss of his

wife, who died April 13, 16? 1, and then by the death of his

only son.

Towards the close of life, this venerable servant of the
VOL. III. 2k
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Lord recorded the following reflections, which are worthy of

preservation :
— " My wilderness, sea, city, and prison

mercies," says he, " afford me very many and strong con-

solations. The spiritual sights of the glory of God, the divine

sweetness of the spiritual and providential presence of my
Lord Jesus Christ, and the joys and comforts of the holy and

eternal Spirit, communicated to my soul, together with

suitable and seasonable scriptures of truth, have so often,

and so powerfully revived, refreshed, and strengthened my
heart in the days of my pilgrimage, trials, and sufferings,

that the sense, yea, the life and sweetness thereof, abides still

upon my heart, and hath engaged my soul to live by faith, to

walk humbly, and to desire and endeavour to excel in holiness

to God's glory and the example of others. Though, 1

confess, many of the Lord's ministers, and some of the Lord's

people, have excelled and outshined me, with whom he hath

not been at so much cost nor pains as he hath been with me.

I am a very unprofitable servant
;
yet by grace I am what I

am."
The life of this holy and venerable person was prolonged

to a good old age ; and he came to his grave like a shock of

corn that is gathered in its season. During his last illness,

which was of short continuance, he discovered extraordinary

patience and resignation to the Divine will, longing to be

dissolved and to be with Christ, not so much to be freed from

pain and trouble as from sin. He kept his bed a few days

only, and departed in a transport ofjoy, September 19, I69I,

aged ninety-three years ; Mhen his remains were interred in

Bunhill-fields. Mr. Thomas Harrison preached his funeral

sermon at Pinner's-hall, which was afterwards published

;

and Mr. Benjamin Keach published an elegy upon his

death.

About two years previous to the death of this venerable

divine, liberty was afforded to all denominations of dissenters,

when the baptists took immediate steps to improve their

privileges and promote the prosperity of their churches.

To convene a general meeting for this purpose, a circular

letter, signed by some of the London ministers, was sent to

the different churches. That which was sent to the church

at Luppitt in Devonshire, dated London, July 22, 1689, was
signed by Mr. KnoUys and several of his brethren. He
also took an active part in several other transactions relative

to the churclies of his own denomination.* Therefore,

* Crosby's Baptists, vol. iii. p. 93, 94, iv, 295, 296.—Ivimey's Hist, of
Baptists, p. 478—480, 488—502.
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though he lived in evil times, and endured many persecutions,
and other tribulations, he lived to see better days.

Mr. Knollys was favoured with an extraordinary measure
of bodily strength, which fitted him the better for his great
labours in the ministry, and enabled him to bear with resolu-

tion his numerous sufferings in the cause of Christ and a good
conscience. He was very diligent and laborious in his M'ork,

both before and after his separation from the established

church. While a conformist, he commonly preached three
or four times on the Lord's day : at Halton, at seven in the
morning ; at Humberstone, at nine ; at Scartho, at eleven

;

and at Humberstone again, at three in the afternoon. In ad-
dition to this, he preached every holiday, and at every funeral,

as well of the poor as the rich. Nor was he less diligent in

his beloved work after he became a nonconformist. For
upwards of forty years successively he preached three or
four times every week, w hilst he enjoyed health and liberty

;

and when he was in prison it was his usual j)ractice to preach
every day. He possessed an excellent gift in prayer, and has
recorded several remarkable answers to his petitions, par-

ticularly during the time of the great plague. The success
of his ministry, after he became a baptist, was very great

;

but he seems to think that his labours were without any fruit

v\'hile he continued in the church. How far this statement
might proceed from prejudice, we will not pretend to

ascertain ; but the manner in which it is recorded appears
to savour too much of it. He seems at first to have carried

his separating principles to the same rigorous extent as the

Brownists, who, not wholly unlike their episcopal brethren,

were too free in their uncharitable censures. Indeed, bigotry,

even in good men, appears to have been the prevailing evil

of those times.

Mr. Knollvs continued in his work as long as he had
strength to perform it. He often entered the pulpit when
he could scarcely stand, and M'hen his voice could with

difficulty be heard. Such an affection he had for his work,
that he was unwilling to leave it. He bore his sufferings with

the greatest courage and cheerfulness ; took up his cross and
followed the Lord daily ; and behaved with great meekness
towards his enemies. Through the whole of his life he
exhibited a bright example of christian piety. He did not

confine his affections to christians of his own party, but
loved the image of God wherever he saw it. And so cir-

cumspect was he in the whole of his behaviour, as even to

command the reverence and esteem of those who wer*
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enemies to his principles.* Dr. Mather, speaking of other

excellent men, makes honourable mention of him as a person

of a most pious and worthy character.^ Though our

excellent historian, Mr. Neal, appears to cast some reflections

upon him, he does not seem to have deserved them.J

Granger uncandidly and unjustly insinuates, " that he was

strongly tinctured with quakerism."§

His Works.— 1. Christ exalted ; a lost Sinner sought and saved

by Christ; God's People' an holy People; being the Sum of divers

Sermons preaclied in Snllolk, 1646.—2. The Shining of a Flanuns

Tire in Ziou ; an Answer to Mr. Saltraarsh, his thirteen Exceptions

against the Grounds of New Bai)tism, in his Book, entitled. The

Smoke of the Temple, 1646.\\—3. A Preface to Mr. Collier's book,

entitled, The Exaltation of Christ, 1647.—4. The Parable of the

Kingdom of Heaven Expounded, Mutt.xxv. 1—3., 1664.—5. Gram-

matica Latina?, Grecae & Hebraicse, cumpendium ; rhetorical ad

umbratio ; item radices Grecae & Hebraicae, omnes qnas in sacra-

Scriptura veteris & novi Testamenti occurrent, 1665.—6. An Exposi-

tion of the whole Book of the Revelations, 1668.—7. An Essay of

sacred Rhetoric, used by the Holy Spirit in the Scripture of Truth,

1675.—8. Last Legacy to the Church, 1692.-9. Some Account of

his Life, to the year 1670, continued by Mr. Kiffin, 1692.—10. The
World that now is, and that which is to come.— 11. A Defence of

Singing the Praises of God.—12, Preface to Mr. Reach's Instructions

for Children.

John Ward, A. M.—This excellent person was the

son of Mr. Nathaniel Ward, and grandson of old Mr. John

Ward of Haverhil in Suffolk, where he was born, November

5, 1606. He possessed the spirit of his forefathers, being

a pious, learned, and conscientious nonconformist. Refus-

ing to aspire after worldly emolument, he w as content w ith

a mean and obscure situation in the county of Suffolk.

Though he used to say, " as there is no place like the sea

for fishing, so the more hearers a minister has, the greater

reason there is to hope that some will be caught in the gospel

net ;" yet, on accovmt of his uncommon modesty and humility,

he preferred entering upon his ministry where he should be

least exposed to public notice. He was so extremely

* Life of Mr. Knollys, by himself. Edit. 1692.—Crosby's Baptiiti,

vol. i. p. 226—232, 334—344.—Harrison's Fun. Ser. for Mr. Knollys.

+ Mather's Hist of New Eng. b. iii. p. 7.

J Neal's Puritans, vol. iii. p. 151.

(j Granger's Biog. Hist. vol. iii. p. 338.

il
The author last mentioned observes on these two books of controversy ;

" If the reader should have patience to peruse these two very singular

pieces, he will most probably be of opinion, that there is much more jiaeke

than fire in them both,"

—

Il/id.
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diffident of his own opinion, that he would never undertake

any thing important relative to the church without previously

consulting some judicious friend. And he used to say, " I

had rather always follow advice, though it sometimes mislead

me, than ever act without it, though J may do well w 1th my
own opinion." In the year 1633 he became rector ofHadley
in the above county ;* but was obliged to resign it on account

of his nonconformity. The dow ery of his wife was a parson-

age worth two hundred pounds a year, in case he could have

conformed to the church of England. But a living of two
hundred pounds a year was too weak an argument to con-

vince his understanding and conscience of the lawfulness of

conformity. As he could not, with a good conscience, con-

tinue in the church without manifold interruptions, he retired,

in the year 1639, to New England, as an asylum from the

rage of persecution. After his arrival, in 1641, he became
pastor of the church at Haverhil ; w here he continued to

watch over the flock of Christ, and to labour for the salvation

of souls, during the period of fifty-two years. He preached
his last sermon after he had entered upon the eighty-eighth

year of his age ; and being soon after seized with a paralytic

affection, he died December 27, 1693. He was a person of

quick apprehension, clear understanding, stiong memory,
and facetious conversation. He was a good scholar, an
excellent physician, and a celebrated divine. His wife w as a

person of most exemplary piety, with whom he lived, in the

greatest harmony and affection, upwards of forty years;

during which period, he used to say, * she never gave him pne
offensive word."+

• Newcourt'« Rcpert. EccJ. vol, ii. p. 291.

+ Math«r'i Hiit. of New Eng. b. iii. p. 167, 168.
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CONTAINING A SKETCH OF THOSE PURITAN DIVINES

OF WHOM NO FURTHER INFORMATION COULD BE

OBTAINED.

Mr. Allen was an eminent puritan divine, and among
the first sufferers for nonconformity in the reign of Queen
Elizabeth. In the year 1564 he was convened before the

high commission at Lambeth, when he was sequestered and

deprived for refusing subscription. He afterwards obtained

absolution, and was again restored to his ministry.*

Mr. Broklesby was vicar of some church in the city of

London, but prosecuted for nonconformity. He was accused

of having asserted, 1 .
" That it was not lawful for women to

baptize.—2. That, in the ministration of sacred things, he

was above the queen.—3. That the Virgin Mary was be-

gotten and conceived in sin.—4. That the purifying of

women, according to the usage of the church, was super-

stitious.—And, 5. That the ecclesiastical ceremonies were

the abominable rags of popery." Though it does not appear

what sentence was inflicted upon him for these assertions

;

yet, April 3, 1565, he was deprived of his ministry for not

wearing the surplice, and was the first who was thus punished

for this significant crime.t

Mr. Evans was one of the ministers belonging to the

congregation of separatists in London, in the beginning of

the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; and, as a punishment for his

* Strype's Grindal, p. 98.

+ MS. Register, p. 10.—MS. Remarks, p. 170.
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nonconfonnity, he was sent by the high commission into

Scotland. He did not, however, continue long in the north,

but, in jMay, 1568, returned to his native country. Be-
cause he could not, with a good conscience, conform to

the ecclesiastical establishment, he kept private assemblies,

with others of his brethren, as he had done before. But,
by the recommendation of Archbishop Grindal, he was con-
vened before her majesty's council for keeping conventicles

;

though it does not appear what punishment was inflicted

upon him. Mr. Evans is said to have been " a man of
more simplicity than the rest of his brethren."*

Mr. Fits was one of the pastors of the separate con-
gregation noticed in the above article. This church having
assembled in private places for some time, was discovered,

December 19, 1567, at Plumbers'-hall, when the members
were committed to prison, and kept under confinement nearly

two years. As the name of Mr. Fits is not in the list of
those released from prison, he became pastor to these

people, most probably, some time after this period.t One
of the elders of this separate church was Mr. John Bolton,

who afterwards revolted from his brethren and recanted at

Paul's cross ; for which he was reproved and excluded by
the rest of the church. t His recantation was occasioned

by the flattery and threatenings of the bishops. But finding

afterwards that they slighted him, and considering how he
had sinned against his own conscience, the terrors of the

Almighty fell upon him, and, like Judas, he hanged himself.^

Hugh Boothe, A. M. was educated in Trinity college,

Cambridge, where he discovered his zeal for nonconformity.

This presently awakened the attention of the ruling eccle-

siastics ; and, February 1, 1572, he was convened before the

heads of colleges ; but it does not appear whether he was
released, or some heavy punishment inflicted upon him.

Mr. John Studley, A. M. of the same college, was convened

at the same time, and for the same offence ; but this is all

we know of him.||

* Strype's Grindal, p. 121, 122. + Sec Art. Hawkins.

:J
Ainsworth's Counterpoyson, p. 3S. ^ Cotton's Churches, p. 4.

H Baker's MS. CoUec. vol. ill, p. 392.
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Thomas Greshop, A. M. was educated in AU-Souls
college, Oxford ; a nonconformist of great learning and
piety in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; and a most loyal

subject under her majesty's government. In the days of

Edward VI. he went as chaplani in the army of Lord Gray
of Wilton, in his expedition against the Scotch rebels.* He
translated into English, " A Treatise concerning a Declara-
tion of the Pope's usurped Primacy;" written in Greek,
above 800 years ago, by Nilus, archbishop of Thessalonica.

James Rosier was vicar of Winston in Norfolk, but a

zealous nonconformist to the ecclesiastical ceremonies, par-

ticularly in refusing to wear the surplice. Though he was
willing to conform in all points as far as the word of God
allowed, he was, in the year 1573, suspended from his minis-

terial exercise.t

Dr. Penny was a puritan minister of considerable emi-

nence and popularity in London. In 1565 he was appointed

by tlie lord mayor to be one of the preachers at the Spital

the following Easter ; which no sooner came to the ears of

Archbishop Parker than he put a stop to it, on account of

his nonconformity. He is, nevertheless, included in the list of

peaceable nonconformists, who are said to have been gently

treated, and were favoured with a license, or a connivance,

to preach and hold ecclesiastical preferments. He after-

wards gave up the ministry and turned physician, most pro-

bably on account of the oppressions of the times. He was
living in the year 1573.}: One Thomas Penny united with

several others in addressing a letter, in 1577, to the cele-

brated Mr. Cartwright, in which they declare their lirmness

in the cause of nonconformity ; but whether this was the

same person we cannot learn.§

Mr. Sparrow was a puritan divine of considerable emi-

nence; but in the year 1573 was apprehended and carried

first before the council, then the high commission. Being
examined about Mr. Cartwright's opinions, and not answer-

ing to the satisfaction of his spiritual inquisitors, he was

MS. Chronology, vol. ii. p. 373. (8.)

t Strype's Parker, p. 462. t Ibid. p. 213, 243, 414.

\ See Art. Gawton.
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cast into prison, and threatened with banishment, if he would

not conform.*

Mr. Walsh was preacher at Little Waldingfield in

Essex, but, in 1573, was obliged to leave the place for non-

conformity.t He afterwards preached in Suffolk, where he

was esteemed a holy and painful divine, a great light in his

time, and famous for his ministerial labours, his fervent zeal,

and abundant charity. Mr. Samuel Crook, another worthy

puritan, married his eldest daughter.^

Mr. Fulwer was a puritan minister in London, but

treated with great cruelty by the ruling prelates. He was a

man of most exemplary piety, and greatly esteemed by hi»

brethren, but cast into prison for nonconformity. Towards

the close of the year 1573, he was, with several of his

brethren, confined in the Compter; but how long he remained

we have not been able to learn.

$

Mr. Lowth was some time minister at Carlisle, but,

in 1574, was prosecuted in the high commission of York

for nonconformity. Having compared the severe proceed-

ings of Archbishop Grindal and other commissioners to the

Spanish inquisition, he was charged with slander. But the

principal crime alleged against him was, that, though he had

laboured in the ministry about sixteen years, he had never

been ordained according to the practice of the church of

England. After receiving the ecclesiastical censure, he

made suit to the Queen and the Archbishop of Canterbury

for pardon ; which, said Grindal, was intolerant. Grindal,

therefore, wrote to his brother of Canterbury, and prayed

him, if it were in his power, to stay Mr. Lowth's pardon.]]

This, as might be expected, Archbishop Parker promised to

do with all faithfulness.IT

John Brown was chaplain to the Duchess of Suffolk,

but, in 1573, was convened before the council; and being

* Strype's Parker, p. 412, 413. + Ibid. p. 452.

:^ Clark's Lives annexed to Martyrologie, p. 205.

( Baker's MS. Collec. vol. xxxii. p. 441, 443.

g Strype's Grindal, p. 185, 186.

% Strype's Parker, p. 480, 481.
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examined upon certain articles, he was suspended from Iii»

ministry.* The year following, he was concerned in

Undertree's sham plot. Though Undertree had written

many letters in his name, yet, when the case was brought
under examination, the whole was proved to be a forgery^

and Mr. Brown's innocence was proved and announced in

open court.t He wrote certain letters, with ten questions

proposed and answered, addressed to his brethren in the

ministry, copies of which are still preserved.J One John
Brown, B. D. was made canon of Windsor in the time of

Queen Mary, and canon of Westminster in 1565, which he
resigned, or was deprived of, in 157'2; and died in 1584;
but whether this was the same person it is difficult to

ascertain.^

David Thickpenny was curate of Brighthelmstone i»

Sussex, a man of good learning, and much beloved by hit

parishioners; but, in 1575, he was suspended by the Bishop
of Chichester for nonconformity. He was charged, indeed,

with the novel doctrines of the Family of Love ; but, upon hi»

examination, the charge was proved to be false. Although
his innocence was fully proved, and his suspension taken off

by Archbishop Grindal, he was soon after brought into

fresh troubles for the same cause.
||

Edward Chapman was educated in Trinity college,

Cambridge, where he maintained, in a public disputation,

that Christ, at his death, did not descend locally into hell.

He also observed, that for ministers to hold two or more
livings was unlawful ; by which he gave great offence to the

ruling ecclesiastics.^ He had a prebend in the church of

Norwich, and was minister at Bedford; but, in 157o, was
deprived by the Bishop of Lincoln. Having received his

lordship's sentence, he made complaint to the court, which

occasioned the bishop some trouble.** In the year 1577,

Mr. Chapman, and several of his brethren, fell into the

hands of Bisbop Aylmer, who recommended, as a just

punishment for theuo nonconformity, that they should be

sent into the most barbarous, parts of the kingdom, where

* Strvpe's Parker, p. 412, 413. + Ibid. p. 466,

i MS. Regisfer, p. 3i0, 665. -. - fo-r ''~

^ Wood's AfhoDie Oxon. vol. i. p. 694, 722. . ir". 'i .yl..,it

H Stripe's Grindal, p. 197—199. 1 Strype's AnnalSjTOl.it p, 58S.
** Stripe's Parker, p. 449.
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tliey might be profitably employed in reclaiming the people

from ignorance and popery. This he recommended, not

becanse he liked them, but because he wished to get rid of
them.*

Ralph Lever, A. M. was educated in King's college,

Cambridge, and afterwards archdeacon of Northumberland,
but he resigned this preferment in 1573, when he was suc-

ceeded by Mr. Francis Bunney.t In 1577 he succeeded
his brother, the celebrated Mr. Thomas Lever, as master of

Sherborn hospital, near Durham. He was one of the canons
in the church of Durham, and deeply concerned in drawing
up the articles against Mr. Whittingham, whom he most
probably succeeded in the office of dean.J He is, notwith-

standing this, denominated a puritan. His assertions con-

cerning the canon law, the English papists, and the eccle-

siastical affairs of this realm, are still preserved.^ One of

the same name was rector of Snatterton in Norfolk, in 1588,
where his remains were interred, June 3, l605 ; but whether

this was the same person is perhaps doubtful.
||

William Drewet was committed to Newgate by the

bishops, in 1580, for not consenting, it is said, to the traditions

and filthy ceremonies of antichrist. He was of opinion, that

men could not worship God in spirit and in truth, so long as

they maintained human traditions, worldly ordinances, and
popish ceremonies. How long he remained in prison we
are not able to learn.if

John Nash, a zealous puritan minister, was committed
prisoner to the Marshalsea for nonconformity. From the

prison he wrote a bold letter, dated January, 1580, to the

bishops and clergy in convocation. In this letter, a copy of

which is still preserved, he styles himself The Lord's Pri-

soner, and boldly exposes the manifold errors and corruptions

of the established church.**

* Strype's Aylmer, p. 55, 56.

+ Wood's Athenae, vol. i. p. 356, 671.

i Slrype's Parker, p. 275.

^ Slrype's Annals, vol. i. p. 319. ii. 514.

II
Blomefield's Hist, of Norfolk, vol. i, p. 285.

f MS. Register, p. 289. * * Ibid. p. 291—29S.
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Mr. Evans, a worthy and conscientious minister, was
presented by the Earl of Warwick to the vicarage of

Warwick ; but Dr. Whitgift, then bishop of Worcester, re-

fused his allowance. When the worthy earl sent him to his

grace, requesting that he might be admitted with a favourable

subscription, the bishop said, " O, I know you, Mr. Evans,

to be worthy of a better place than Warwick. I would very

gladly gratify my lord ; but there is a Lord in heaven whom
I fear ; and, therefore, I cannot admit you without subscrip-

tion." Though the good man offered to subscribe in all

points as far as the law required, the bishop would not admit

him, unless he would enter into bonds to observe all things in

the Book of Common Prayer. Upon this, Mr. Evans boldly

addressed him, saying, " Will the law then permit you thus

to play the tyrant, bishop ? I shall see a premunire upon you
one day for these pranks."*

Richard Prowd was a puritan minister of Burton-upon-

Dunmore. In the year 1580 he wrote a very affecting letter

to Lord Burleigh, giving a melancholy account of the state

of religion, produced by the suppression of the religious

exercises; and by forbidding ministers and others meeting

together, to pray for the preservation of the protestant reli-

gion in so dangerous a crisis as the present, when there was
a prospect of the queen's marriage with a papist. H«
expressed his doubts to his lordship whether he dealt so

plainly with her majesty as the importance and his know-
ledge of these things required, and warmly urged him to

interpose in the present aiarming crisis. But it does not

appear what effect this letter produced.t

John Hooke was minister at Wroxall in Warwickshire,

but was suspended in 1583 for nonconformity. This was
doubtless for refusing subscription to Whitgift's three articles.

He continued a long time under the ecclesiastical sentence,

and whether he was ever restored is rather doubtful. His
annual stipend was only 5l. Qs. Srf.f

• MS. Chronology, vol. i. p. 328. (8.)

t Strype's Annals, vol. ii, p. 600. Appen. p. 22.

t MS. Register, p. 744.
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Joseph Nicholls was minister in Kent, a laborious and
faithful servant of Clirist, endowed with great piety and rich

ministerial accomplishments. In 1583 he was suspended for

refusing subscription to Whitgift's three articles, when he
united with his brethren, the ministers of Kent, in addressing

the archbishop for relief.* He is styled " the ringleader of

the puritans."f

John Harrison was vicar of Histon in Cambridgeshire,

and a conscientious nonconformist. For refusing subscrip-

tion to Whitgift's articles he was twice warned, by virtue of his

canonical obedience, to subscribe, but he still refused. In
the end, when sentence should have been inflicted upon him,

the commission was called in ; and so he continued vicar of
Histon, without observing the order of the Book of Common
Prayer.j

William Fleming was rector of Beccles in Suffolk, but

because he could not, with a good conscience, subscribe to

Whitgift's articles, he endured frequent molestation in the

ecclesiastical courts, and at length, July 23, 1584, was sus-

pended and deprived by Bishop Scambler. This is attested

by Richard Skinner, the bishop's register.^

James Goswell was a puritan minister of considerable

«minence, most probably at Bolton in Lancashire, who cor-

responded with the venerable Mr. Anthony Gilby, of Ashby-
de-la-Zouch in Leicestershire. Two of his letters we have
seen ; and though they are without date, they were evidently

written about the year 1584. In the latter, written from
Bolton, he says, " I have no news to write out of this county.

Here are great store of Jesuits, seminaries, masses, and
plenty of whoredom. The first sort our sheriff courseth

pretty well. Other good news is, that the Bishop of Can-
terbury has not yet, God be thanked, stung us with his

articles, which in the south parts have so great power, that,

by report, they have quenched the Lord's lights nearly to

the number of two hundred."^

* See Art. Dudley Fenner.

+ MS, Register, p. S89.—Strype's Whitgift, p. 140.

J Baker's MS. Collcc. vol. xii. p. 211. ^ MS. Regiittr, p. 585,586.

I Baker's MS. Collec. toI. nxii. p.tS6, 437.
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John Hopkins was the puritanical vicar of Nasing in

Essex, to which he was preferred in 1570, but was after-

wards persecuted for nonconformity. About the year 1584
he was deprived of his benefice, for refusing subscription to

Whitgift's three articles.*

Thomas Farrar, minister of Langham in Essex, was
charged with rebellion against the ecclesiastical laws, and
suspended by Bishop's Aylmer's chancellor for not wearing
the surplice. On receiving the ecclesiastical censure, he
procured a letter from certain respectable persons, addressed

to the bishop himself, soKciting his favour and the removal of
the sentence. This letter he carried to his lordship at

Fulham, November 14, 1586; when, after demanding his

reasons for not wearing the surplice, he said to Mr. Farrai

,

*' that except he and his companions would be confonnable,

he and his brethren the bishops, in good faith, would, in

one quarter of a year, turn them all out of the church
;"

and dismissed him without relieving him from his sus-

pension.

t

John Oxenbridge, B.D. was minister at Southam ia

AVarwickshire, and afterwards at Coventry, where he was
celebrated for his great learning, piety, and usefulness. In

1576 he was convened before the high conunission for non-
conformity ; but it does not appear what punishment was
inHicted upon him.t About the year 1583 he was again

called before his ecclesiastical judges, and suspended from
his ministry. He was one of the heads of the associations

;

he subscribed the " Book of Discipline ;" and ended hii

days among his friends at Coventry
.§

Mr. Harsnet was a learned and pious divine of Pem-
broke-hall, Oxford, but was persecuted for nonconformity.

In the year 1586 he was convened before the Bishop of

Oxford, and cast into prison for refusing to wear the surplice.;

but how long he remained under confinenaent we cannot

learn.
II

* NewcDurt's Repert. Eccl. vol. ii. p. 432.

f MS. Register, p. 800, 805. t Strype's Grindal, p. 215.

(j Clark's Lives annexed to Martyrologie, p. 161.—Neal's Puritaiit,

vol. i. p. 423.
II
MS. Register, p. 801.
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Nicholas Williamson was minister of Castle-Ashby

in Northamptonshire, but was suspended in the year 1586
for refusing subscription to Whitgift's three articles. He
continued a long time under the sentence ; and whether he

was ever restored is uncertain.*

Mr. Gibson was rector of Ridlhigton in Rutlandshire,

but often convened before the Bishop of Peterborough, and,

about the year 1586, deprived of his living for refusing sub-

scription to Whitgift's articles. Being driven from his flock

and his benefice, he went to London, and entered a suit

against the bishop ; but with what success we have not been

able to learn. Indeed, he had not much prospect of success

in contending with one of the persecuting prelates. Mr.
Wilkinson and Mr. \\' ilbloud, two other ministers in the same
county, were at the same time both suspended, when their

livings were sequestered, and they were threatened with

deprivation. But, laying their case before Sir Thomas
Cecil, their worthy patron, he went himself to the arch-

bishop, and procured an order to the bishop for their re-

storation.!

Mr. Horrocks, a worthy divine of puritan principles,

was vicar of Kildwick in the West Riding of Yorkshire. In

the year 1587 he was convened before the high commission

of York, committed prisoner to the castle, and, having con-

tinued there for some time, was enjoined a public recantation,

for the singular crime of suffering Mr. John Wilson, another

puritan minister, to preach in his pulpit, though it was his

native place.f

Sampson Sheffield, A.M. of Christ's college, Cam-
bridge, was one of the preachers to the university. Having
delivered a sermon, in the year 1587, containing certain

erroneous and scandalous positions, as they are called, he was
convened before his ecclesiastical judges, though it does not

appear what punishment was inflicted upon him. These
positions were the following :

—" That it is unlawful for a

minister of the gospel to be a civil magistrate.—That in the

present troubles about confonnity, brethren conspire against

* MS. Register, p. gOS. t Ibid. p. 714. t Ibid. p. 7fi7.
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brethren.—And he denounced a woe agahist him who had

lately put out some lights that were used to shine in

Cambridge."*

Richard Gardiner was a puritan divine of considerable

repute in the university of Cambridge; who, in 1583, united

with other learned divines in warmly requesting Mr. Cart-

wright to answer the Rhemist Translation of the New Tes-

tament. In 1587 he often met with the nonconformists at their

private assemblies in London, Cambridge, and other places.

f

It does not appear whether he was any relation to Mr. John
Gardiner, another puritan divine.

Mr. Kendal was a learned and peaceable divine, of a

holy life and conversation, and one of the public readers in the

university of Oxford ; but he could not in conscience sub-

scribe and observe the ceremonies, yet he refrained from
speaking against them. He was, therefore, suspended by

Archbishop Whitgift. The lord treasurer interceded with

the archbishop for his restoration, in a letter dated April 21,

1590, in which he speaks of Mr. Kendal in terms of the

highest commeiidation, and earnestly prays his grace to

restore him to his ministerial exercise, at least till he was
found guilty of disturbing the peace of the church. " But,"

our author adds, " I do not find what success he had witii

the archbishop."t

EzEKiEL CuLVERWELL, edycated in Emanuel college,

Cambridge, was some time rector of Stambridge in Essex,^

and afterwards vicar of Felsted in the same county. When
in the latter situation he was prosecuted for nonconformity.

In the year 1583 he was suspended by Bishop Aylmer, for,

not wearing the surplice.
||

He was a man of great piety

and excellent ministerial abilities, and instrumental in the

conversion of the celebrated Dr. William Gouge, when a boy
at school. His sister was the doctor's mother.S He is classed

Strype's Annals, vol. iii. p. 489, 490.

+ MS. Chronology, vol. i. p. 419, (1 | 3.)

t Strype's Whitgift, p. 342.
'

^ Newcourfs Kepert. Eccl, vol. ii. p. 542.
|j MS. Register, p. 694.

i Clark's Lives anaexed to Martyrologie, p. 334.
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among the learned writers of Emanuel college;* and was
author of" A Treatise of Faith," 1633 ; also, " A ready Way
to Remember the Scriptures," l637-

Mr. Bernhere was fellow in the university of Cam-
bridge, where he received his education. He, like many of
his puritanical brethren, scrupled the episcopal ordination of

the national church, and went abroad, when he was ordained

in one of the foreign reformed churches. About the year

1590, his claim to his fellowship was disputed in the univer-

sity, because he was not a minister according to the church

of England; but it does not appear whether he suffered

deprivation. Upon his appearance before the governing

ecclesiastics, Mr. Alvey very zealously defended his cause,

and boldly maintained, that he was as good a minister as any

there present.

+

George Newton was the puritan minister at Barnwell

in Northamptonshire. He never wore the surplice, nor

used the cross in baptism, nor allowed the use of the ring in

marriage, nor would he permit the oldest of his parishioners

to come to the Lord's supper till they had passed his examina-

tion. Mr. Newton having spoken in a public discourse on
the afflictions of the righteous, observed, that the proceedings

of the bishops in the suspension of worthy ministers were

tyrannical ; for which he was accused to those in authority.

\Vhen he appeared before his superiors, and was required to

explain his meaning, he said that he meant this of aiitichristian

bishops.^

John Allison was fellow in the university of Cambridge,

and afterwards minister at the place mentioned in the last

article, but was suspended in 13B3, for refusing subscription

to VVhitgift's articles. He afterwards served the cure of

Horningsheath in Suffolk, where he was again suspended by

Dr. Legg ; and it is added, that, although he was in neither

case absolved, he still continued to preach .§

* Fuller's Hist, of Cam. p. 147.
f Baker's MS. Collec. vol. xii. p. 210. t Ibid. p. 211. § lb>d'

VOL. HI. 2 L
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William Bourne was fellow in the above university;

but, upon his entrance into the ministerial office, he scrupled

subscription to Whitgift's articles. He sought to be ordained

by the Bishop of Chester, but without success, because he

could not in conscience subscribe. He then waited upon

his lordship of Peterborough, and was in like manner repelled.

At last he made application to the Bishop of St. Asaph, when

it seems he gained admittance without subscribing to. what

he did not believe. The following persons, all fellows in the

university of Cambridge, were nonconformable to the orders

of the church : Mr. Thomas Bindes, Mr. James Crowther,

Mr. William Peachy, Mr. John Cupper, and Mr. Sparke.*

William Smythurst was beneficed at Sherrington in

Buckinghamshire ; but was convened before the high com-

mission, and deprived of his living on account of his noncon-

formity. This was about the year 1595, when the Earl of

Essex, his great iViend, repeatedly applied to the lord keeper

for his restoration, but apparently without the least success.

In one of these applications, he affirms, that Mr. Smythurst

had by various methods been molested, and wrongfully pur-

sued, by the governing ecclesiastics.t

Mr. Aberster, the puritanical minister of Gosberton in

Lincolnshire, was tried in the year 1596, at the public assizes

before Judge Anderson, who treated him with great cruelty.

He had some years before been a great suffi^rer in the high

commission at Lambeth, by silencing, deprivation, and othe*-

ecclesiastical censures, but was afterwards pardoned and

restored. Being accused of the same things before Ander-

son, he was treated w'orse than a dog; and the good man
could not obtain his release without entering into bonds and

suffering other grievances.

t

Mr. B. Bridger was a poor persecuted nonconformist

minister; who, March 31, l6o3, presented a petition to the

house of commons, complaining of the tyrannical proceed-

ings of the ruling ecclesiastics, and praying for a redress of

his grievances ; which was no sooner read than he was

immediately sent a prisoner to the Tower. Being pressed

» Baker's MS. Collec. vol. xii. p. 211. + Ibid. vol. xv. p. 179.

J Strype's Annals, vol. iv, p. 266, 267.
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at his examination to confess whether any otiier persons
were concerned in this petition, he refused to answer ; lest,

as he said, he should bring others into trouble as well as

himself. His petition is entered in the commons' journal.*

Thomas Newhouse, B. D. was educated in Christ's

college, Cambridge, and chosen fellow of the house. He
afterwards became minister of St. Andrew's church, Nor-
wich, where he proved himself to be a learned and pious

divine. Being, it is supposed, in some trouble for noncon-
formity, he sent his '* Theses about Things Inditt'erent," to

Bishop Jegon, his diocesan, in I6O6. He was author of a

volume of Sermons, published in 16 14.+ One T. N. wrote
an " Account of Church Discipline," and an " Answer to the

Archbishop's tM'enty-one Articles," copies of which are still

preserved. This was probably the same person.

|

Thomas Edmunds, B.D. was a puritan minister of dis-

tinguished eminence, and a person of great moderation. He
was a member of the presbytery erected at Wandsworth in

1573 ; § and about the same time he was cast into prison, it is

said, " for the testimony of the truth."|| Afterwards he sub-

scribed the " Book of Discipline." Being convened before

the high commission and the star-chamber, in 1590, he took

the oath ex officio, and discovered the associations.! In the

year 1585 he became rector of Alhallows, Bread-street,

London, which he kept to the end of his days. He died at

a very great age, towards the close of the year 16 10. Mr.
Richard Stock, another worthy puritan, was his assistant

while he lived, and his successor when he died.**

Stephen Goughe, A. B. of Magdalen college, Oxford,

but afterwards the puritanical rector of Stanmer in Essex.

According to Wood, " he was a good logician, and an

excellent disputant, but a very severe puritan." He was
eminent for training up several famous scholars, among

* MS. Remarks, p. 551. + MS. Chronology, vol. ii. p. 657. (10.)

X MS. Register, p 423, 417. § Fuller's Church Hist. b. ix. p. lO.S.

n Baker's MS. CoUec. vol. xxxii. p. 442.

11 Banrrofi's Dangcroub Pobitions, p. 77.* Newcourt's Repcrt, Eccl. vol. i. p. 246.

—

Clark's Litei annexed to

Martyr, p. 62.
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whom was Dr. Robert Harris, another puritan divine, and

some time president of Trinity college, Oxford. Mr. Goughe
was living in I6IO.*

Robert Cleaver was minister at Drayton in Oxford-

shire, bat silenced by Archbishop Bancroft for nonconfor-

mity, in' the year 1571, Mr. Thomas Merburie of Christ's

college, Cambridge, left a legacy in his last will and testament
*' to that grave and learned man, Mr. Cleaver."+ He was a

most pious, excellent, and useful preacher. Mr. Clark styles

him ^' a godly minister, a bright shining star, and a ver\ able

teximan."t He died about tlie year l6l3.§ He was author

of " An Exposition on the last chapter of Proverbs." Mr.
Cleaver and Mr. Dod were joint authors of " An Exposition

on the ten Commandments," for which they were usually

called deculogisis. They iilso published " The Patrimony of

Christian Children," containing a defence of infant-baptism^

with some strictures on the sentiments of the baptists.^

Robert Mandevill, A. M. was'born in Cumberland, iu

the year 1578, and educated first in Queen's college, then at

Edmund's-hall, Oxford. In the year IG07, he was elected

vicar of Abby Holm in his native county. Although ho
met with great opposition in this place, yet, by his zealous

and frequent preaching, his exemplary and pious life, he was
successful in propagating the gospel. He shewed himself a

zealous enciiiy .'o popery and all profaneness. He dissuaded

his parishioners irom keeping markets on the Lord's day, and
from the observation of profane sports. According to Wood,
*' he was accounted a great man, a hard student, a laborious

preacher, a zealous and religious puritan." He died at

Abby Holm in 1,6 18, aged forty years. He was author of
" Timothy's Task, being two Sermons preached in two
synodical Assemblies at Carlisle," 1G19; and "Theological
Discourses. "il

John Wilkinson, denominated an ancient and stout

separatist,^! was a great sutferer for nonconformity. He was

* Wood's Athenae Oxon. vol. i. p. 888. ii. 171.
+ Baker's MS. Collec. vol. iii. p. 314.

J Clark's Lives annexed to Martyr, p. 318, 319.

§ Wood's Athenas, vol. i. p. 457.

|]
Ibid. p. 375. 5 Jessop's Errors of Anabaptisni, p. 77. Edit, 1623,
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author of a work entitled, " An Exposition of the xiii. chap,

of the Revelations of Jesus Christ," l6l9- This canie out

after his death, in which the publisher observes, that it was
the author's desire and purpose to have published a work
upon the wiiole of Revelation, but was prevented through

the malice of the prelates, who several times spoiled him of

his goods, and kept him many years in prison. A minister

of the same name was A. M. and rector of Babcary in

Somersetshire, in the year 1387 ; but whether he was the

same person it is difficult to say.*

John Morton was one of Mr. John Smyth's disciples

at Amsterdam, from whom he received baptism by immersion.

He afterwards came to England, was a zealous preacher of

the sentiments of the general baptists, and a sufferer in the

cause of nonconformity. He was contemporary with Mr.
Helwisse, and a popular preacher in the city of London.

f

He is supposed to have been the author of a book entitled,

" Truth's Champion," a work in high repute among those

of his own persuasion.

t

Mr. Hubbard was a learned divine, and episcopally

ordained, but afterwards he separated from the church of

England. A congregation of separatists having been formed

in Southwark, London, in the year 1621, he was chosen to

the office of pastor. The pastor and members of this

church resolving afterwards upon a removal, most probably

on account of the oppressions of persecution, accom-

panied him to Ireland, where he died. Having lost their

pastor, they returned to their native country, and settled in

the vicinity of London, choosing the famous Mr. John

Canne for their pastor .§

JoiiN Yates, B. D. was fellow of Emanuel college,

Cambridge, and afterwards minister of St. Andrew's in the

city of ISlorwich.il About the year l625, Dr. Montague

having published his Appello ad Cces(trem, declaring himself

in favour of arminiamsm, and making dangerous advances

towards popery, Mr. Yates answered it in a work entitled,

* Wood's Atbenje, vol. i. p. 816. + Bailie's Anabaptism, p. 93.

X Crosby's Baptists, vol. i. p. 276—278. ^ Ibid. p. 163, 164.

(]
Wood's Athenas Oxen. vol. i. p. 442.
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Ihis ad Casarem, w hich he performed in a learned manner *

He was a divine of puritan principles, and is classed among
the learned writers and fellows of Emanuel college. t He^
was author of " The Saints' Sufferings and the Sinners'

Sorrows/' 1631. -

John Frewen was the puritanical rector of Nordian in

Sussex, a learned divine, and a constant preacher. He died

towards the close of the year 1627, when his remains were
interred in his own church. $ He was father to Accepted
Frewen, archbishop of York. The son was at first inclined

to puritanism, but, upon his introduction to the court, and
obtaining some preferment, it soon wore off. He afterwards

expended .^20,000 in repairing and beautifying the cathedral

of Lichfield, part of which was at his own charge, the rest

was raised by contribution.§ Mr. Frewen was author of
" Fruitful Instructions and necessary Doctrine, to Edifie in

the Fear of God," 1587-—" Fruitful Instructions for the

general cause of Reformation, against the Slanders of the

Pope and League," 1589-—" Certain choice Grounds and
Principles of our Christian Religion, with their several Ex-
positions, by way of questions and answers," 1621.

Francis Bright was a minister of puritan principles,

trained up under the excellent Mr. John Davenport. In the

year 1629 he accompanied Mr. Higginsou and Mr. Skelton

to New England ;. and upon his arrival settled with several

of his friends at Charlestown.|f

Mr. Udney was lecturer on a Lord's day afternoon at

Ashford in Kent, enjoying a benefice in the neighbourhood.
Ashford is said to have been the most factious town (the

most addicted to nonconformity) in all Kent; and that

Mr. Udney was invited there by factious persons, such
as were registered in the high commission for holding con-
venticles. He had, however, the king's recommendation to

the place ; but is charged with having always preached con-

* Fuller's Church Hist. b. xi. p. 121. + Fuller's Hist, of Cam. p. 147.

t Wood's AthencB, vol. it. p. 663, 664.

i Le Neve's Lives, vol. i. part i. p. "JSG.

li
Prince's Chron. Hist. vol. i. p. 183, 184.—Morse and Pariih's Hist,

p. 36.
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nary to his majesty's instructions, and with holding a benefice

near the place, at which, for the space of ten years, he had
never constantly resided.* Therefore, about the year 1629,
by the particular instigation of Bishop Laud, he was sus-

pended for nonconformity ; but Archbishop Abbot presently

restored him to his ministry, and inhibited the archdeacon from
his jurisdiction; which, says our author, exposed all who
acted in it to scorn and contempt.

+

Samuel Blacklock was preacher to a baptist congre-

gation in London. A number of pious persons about the

metropolis having espoused the sentiments of the baptists,

could not be satisfied that any person in England was suitable

to administer the ordinance of baptism ; but hearing that

some in the Netherlands baptized by immersion, they agreed

to send over one Mr. Richard Blount, who understood the

Dutch language, to receive baptism at their hands. He
accordingly went, carrying letters of recommendation with

him, and was kindly received both by the church there, and

by Mr. John Batte their teacher. On his return, he baptized

Mr. Blacklock the minister, and these two baptized the rest

of the company, to the number of fifty-three. The generality

of English baptists, however, accounted all this as needless

trouble, and as founded on the old popish doctrine, that an

uninterrupted succession is requisite to the proper adminis-

tration of the sacraments.:):

Mr. Bradstreet, born of a wealthy family in Suffolk,

was one of the first fellows of Emanuel college, Cambridge,

and highly esteemed by persons distinguished for learning.

Li the year l603 he appears to have been minister at Hobling

in Lincolnshire, but was always a nonconformist to the

church of England. He was afterwards preacher to the

English congregation at Middlebiug, where he was most

probably driven by the severity of persecution. He was

living about the year l630. The first planters of New Eng-
land had the highest respect for him, and used to style him,
" The venerable Mordecai of his country." He was father

to the celebrated Simon Bradstreet, governor of New Eng-

land, who died in 1697, aged ninety-four years."^

* Prynne's Cant. Doome, p. 373.

+ Heylin's Life of Laud, p. 201.
^ Crosby's Baptists, vol. i. p. 102, 103.

^ Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b. ii. p. 19.
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Mr. Crowder, vicar of Veil in Surrey, was a pious

man, and a frequent preacher, bUt endured cruel persecu-

tion. About the year 1631 he was committed close prisoner

to Newgate for sixteen weeks, and then deprived of his living

by the high commission, wirhout any articles, witness, or

other proof brought against hiift. It was, indeed, pretended

that he had spoken some treasonable words i)i the pulpit;

but the truth vi as, he preached twice on a Lord's day too near

the court, which at that time was not conformable to the

oppressive measures of the ruling prelates.*

Samuel Skelton was a pious and zealous minister in

Lincolnshire, but much harassed and persecuted for non-

conformity. In the year 1629 he accompanied Mr. Higginson

and others to New England. Arrivhig in the Massacluisets

bay, they settled at Naumkeak, which they called Salem,

where their first work was the formation of a chiistian church.

Having on this occasion appointed a day of solemn fasting

and prayer, Mr. Skelton was chosen pastor, and Mr.
Higginson teacher.t Mr. Skelton survived his colleague, and,

after enduring many painfid hardships, entered into the joy

of his Lord, August 2, l634.| He was a man endowed with

a strong faith, a most heavenly conversation, and was well

furnished with ministerial abilities.

§

Humphrey Barnet was minister at Uppington in

Shropshire, where he and Mr. Wright of Wellington were

accounted the first puiitans in the county, for no other reason

than their sedulous preaching and their sober and pious lives,

though at that time they were both conformable to the estab-

blished church. He was a celebrated preacher, and much
admired by the country people, who tiocked to hear him twice

every Lord's day, a practice then not very common. When
the Book of Sports came forth, instead of reading it, he

preached. against it; for which he was cited to appear before

the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry, aird forced to leave the

diocese. Being driven from the people of his charge, he

removed into Lancashire, where he closed his labours and

sufferings, probably about the year l634.|| Mr. Joshua

Barnet, silenced m 1662, was his son.H

* Huntley's Prelates' Usurpations, p. 161.

+ Prince's ChroD. Hist. vol. i. p. 18.3, 189.

4: Mather's Hist, of New Eng;. b. iii. p. 76. ^ Hist, of New Eng. p. 22.

II
Calatny's Contin. voK ii. p. 726.

5 Palmer's Noncon. Mem. vol, iii. p. 150.
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Mb. Brodet was a zealous puritan minister, but shame-

fully persecuted by the intolerant prelates. For pieaching

against proiisne sports on the Lord's day, and some other in-

siancep (> uoncoiiformity, he, together with many others, was,

about the year 1634, prosecuted in the ecclesiastical courts,

subjected to heavy fines, and suspended or degraded from his

ministry.*

Richard Denton, a pious and learned man, was bom
in Yorkshire, and afterwards preacher at Halifax in that

"county. Having laboured at this place for some time, and

with good success, the storm of persecution which drove

multitudes out of the kingdom, forced him to New England
;

where iirst at Wethersfield, then at Stamford, " his doctrine

dropt as the rain, his speech distilled as the dew, as the small

rain on the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass."

He was a little man, but he had a great soul, and a well-

accomplished mind; and, though he had but one eye, he had

a deep insight into those things which eye hath not seen.t

John Vincent was born in the west of England, and

died in the rich living of Sedgtield, in the county of Durham.
It is observed of this excellent man, that he was so harassed

and tossed about for his nonconformity, that, though he had

many children, no two of them were born in the same county.

He was living in the year 16344 Mr. Thomas and Mr.

Nathaniel Vincent, both ejected nonconformists, were his

sons.§

John Trask was born in Somersetshire, and afterwards

removed to London, where he discovered his zeal for non-

conformity. He opposed the observance of the first day of the

week, maintaining the obligation of the fourth command-
ment, and the necessity of keeping the seventh day as the

sabbath of the Lord. For these opinions, he was, about the

year 1635, convened before the triljunal of the star-chamber,

and sentenced to be set in the pillory at Westminster, and to

be whipt from thence to the Fleet, where he was ordered to

* HunUey's Prelates' Usurpations, p. 175.

+ Mather's Hist, of New Mng. b. iii. p. 95.

J Calamy's Contin. vol. i. p. 30.

§ Palmer's Noncon. Mem, vol. i, p. 155, 304.
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remain a prisoner. It is said, that about three years after he

wrote a recantation of his schismatical errors.*

Adam Blackman was a pious and useful preacher, first

in Leicestershire, then in Derbyshire. But having endured

the severity of persecution in his native country, he went to

New England, and settled first at Guildford, then at Stratford

in the new colony. Many pious friends accompanied him

from England, who said to him, " Entreat us not to leave

you, or to return from following after you. For whither you

go, we will go ; and your God shall be our God." He was

a man of great holiness, a plain and profitable preaclier, and

a most worthy divine. He went to New England probably

about the year l636.t

Thomas Warren was a puritan minister, and some time

curate at St. Lawrence's church, Ipswich. On account of his

nonconformity, he was admonished by Bishop Wren's chan-

cellor to observe the good orders of the church, and to certify

his obedience on a future court-day : but, to avoid suspension,

he gave up his curacy and left the place. It is observed, that

he had no license to preach in the diocese of Norwich, nor

had he produced his orders. He is charged with neglecting

all the orders of the church and the rules of divine service,

and with having quoted many dangerous passages in the

pulpit, tending to the disparagement of the state and disquiet

of the people. He was, therefore, cited to appear before the

bishop ; but, having left the town and removed into Bedford-

shire, he heard no more of it.t

William Herrington was some time curate at St.

Nicholas's church, Ipswich, where he met with similar usage

as Mr. Warren, mentioned in the preceding article. He was

admonished by his diocesan's chancellor to observe the good

orders of the church, and to certify his obedience on a future

court-day: but, to avoid furdier trouble, he resigned his

curacy. It is insinuated, that he and Mr. Warren, after they

were admonished, raised a great clamour, and deserted their

cures : and it is added, that they refused to observe the orders

* Panel's Heresiography, p. 16!, 184. Edit. 1662.

f Msi.hei's Hist, of New Ena:land, b. iii. p. 94.

J Wren's Parentalla, p. 96, 97.
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of the chuicli only through fear of losing the means of their

support, and not from any dislike to them.* This, however,

is exceedmgly improbable. They were certainly in greater

danger of losing their cures and support by refusing the

ecclesiastical orders, than by a universal conformity.

Nicholas Beard was a puritanical curate in one of the

churches in Ipswich, but suspended by the intolerant proceed-

ings of Bishop Wren. The principal cause for which he was
thus censured was his refusal to produce his letters of orders

and his license to serve the cure. This tyrannical prelate,

it is said, was not hasty to restore him, because he had some
years before overheard him inveigh very bitterly in his sermon
against the state, and against a noble earl and great officer of

the realm. His lordship was also informed, that Mr. Beard
was of a very turbulent spirit, and was suspected of having

been the secret promoter of a riot committed by a dangerous

concourse of mean people against the bishop himself.+ Had he

been suspected of so atrocious a crime, he ought to have been

tried in a court of justice ; and, if proved guilty by a regular

course of law, to have been punished according to his

deserts. But guilty or not guilty, his lordship, without

waiting the formality of law, was determined to stop his

mouth.

William Green was curate of Bromholm, but, about

the year 1636, was suspended by Bishop Wren for noncon-

formity. It is said that many defects were found in him, par-

ticularly his refusal to wear the clerical habit. This was
certainly his greatest defect. Afterwards, however, upon his

submission, he was absolved, and only his license to preach

taken from him, for being illiterate and formerly a man of

trade. j:

William Powell was minister in the diocese of Nor-
wich, and suspended or deprived by the arbitrary proceedings

of Bishop Wren. It is said he was treated thus " for many
defects against the canons, and had absolution soon after

granted to his proctor, without coming for it himself." Mr.

* Wren's Parentalia, p. 96. + Ibid. p. 94.

t Ibid. p. 9§.
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Richard Raymund, another puritan minister, experienced

similar treatment, on account of his nonconformity.*

William Kent was minister in the city of Norwich,

and suspended for his nonconformity. It is observed, " that

Bishop Wren's chancellor suspended hihi about ten o'clock

in the forenoon, and absolved him before three in the after-

noon of the same day, without receiving any fee for his

admission." He died soon after his troubles. Messrs.

Hudson, Brown, Mott, Ward, and many others, were among
the great sufferers from Bishop Wren's intolerant pro-

ceedings.f

Mr. Davenish, minister of Bridgwater in Somersetshire,

was suspended by Bishop Pierce of Bath and Wells, about

the year 16:36, for preaching a lecture in his own church on a

market day, though it had continued ever since the time of

Queen Elizabeth ; and he refused to absolve him till after he

had faithfully promised to preach it no more. When his

lordship absolved him upon this promise, he said, Go thy

way; sin no more, lest a zoorse thing befall thee, lliis tyran-

nical prelate put down all the lectures in his diocese as

factious and nurseries of puritanism, and said, I thank
God, I HAVE NOT ONE LECTURE LEFT IN MY DIOCESE,

hating the very name.t He enjoined Mr. Humphrey Blake,

churchwarden of Bridgwater, to do penance, because he had

not presented Mr. Davenish for expounding the church cate-

chism on the Lord's day afternoon, and using a short prayer

before he entered upon that exercise. " This," said his lord-

ship, " was against his orders and comfiiands."§

Mu. Barret was rector of Barwick in Somersetshire, but

prosecuted by Bishop Pierce for refusing to observe his

oppressive injunctions. This divine, and many others, in-

structed their parishioners in the principles of religion by

catechizing them on a Lord's day afternoon ; for which they

were sharply reproved by this prelate, and threatened to be

severely punished if they persisted in the practice. His

* Wren's Parentalia, p. 94.—Riishworth's Collec. vol. iii. 5). 353.

t !bid. p. 9V, 95.—Rushwortli'.- Collec. vol, iii. p. 353.

:j: Pryiine'i- Cant. D.iome, p. 377.

S Impeachment of Bp. Pierce, p. 3, 4.—Prynnc's Cant. Doome, p. 37».



ADDENDA. 525

lordship said, " That this was catechizing sermon-wise, and
AS BAD AS PREACHING." He also charged them, " That
tliey should not ask any other questions, nor receive any other
answers from the people, than those contained in the Book
of Common Prayer." Those who refused to obey his

lordship were convened before him, and punislied for their

disobedience ; among whom was Mr. Barret, who, as

the reward of his transgression, was commanded to do
penance.*

Mr. Salisbury was a pious and zealous divine, and an
avowed enemy to popery and arminianism. In the warmth
of his zeal for the welfare of Zion, in his sermon on Matt,
xxiv. 6., he made use of the following expressions :

—

" How
many thousands have made shipwreck of faith and a good
conscience, renounced our true church, stept aside to armi-
nianism, and from thence, being the widest gate open to

Kome, relapsed to popery ! 1 bus are we scattered in our
Jacob, and divided in our Israel. The Low Countries not
long since, if not still, sighed as deeply, and mourned as

strongly, finding themselves ovei grown with arminianism.
And what a faction is likely to Ije in our deplorable England,
between popery and arminianism together, except God be
more merciful, and our state more vigilant and mindful ! We
shall see sooner than tell, and feel sooner than see."—For
only using these expressions, the good man was convened
before Archbishop Laud, and endured other troubles.!

Mr. Jeffryes was some time preacher in the diocese of
Bristol, but driven from liis place by the oppressions of the
times. Archbishop Laud gives the following account of
him :

—" In the diocese of Bristol, in 1638, the bishop found
out one Jeffryes, who commonly administered the blessed
sacrament of the Eucharist, being either not in holy orders at

all, or at least not a priest. As soon as he was discovered he
slipt out of the diocese ; and the bishop thinks, that he now
serves in a pecuhar under the dean and chapter of Wells."
The archbishop then adds, " 1 will send thither to know the
certainty, and see the abuse punished, if I can light upon the
person."^

* Impeachment, p. 4.—Prynne's Cant. Doome, p. 378.
+ Ibid. p. 362. I Wharton's Troubles of Laud, toI. i. p. 5»5.
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Henry Page was the pious vicar of Ledbury in Here-
fordshire, who, in the year 1638, was complained of to

Archbishop Laud, and prosecuted in the high commission for

refusing to read the Book of Sports. But that which proved
an aggravation of his crime, was his uttering the following

opprobrious and disgraceful expressions, as they were called :

" Is it not as lawful to pluck at a cart-rope on the sabbath

day, as at a bell-rope ? Is it not as law ful for a weaver to

shoot his shuttle on the sabbath-day, as for a man to shoot his

bow ? And is it not as lawful for a woman to spin at her

wheel, or for a man to go to his plough, as for a man to

dance that devilish dance J"*

Ralph Smith was a minister of puritan principles, who,,

in the year 1629, to escape the severities of persecution, fled

to JSew England. He accompanied Mr. Higginson and the

first planters of the Massachusets colony.+ He settled for

a short time at Natasco, but was afterwards chosen pastor of

the church at Plymouth, to vshich office he was separated by
fasting and prayer, with the imposition of hands from the

elders of the church. He was a grave man, of a good under-

standing, and much beloved by his people. For the space of

two years he had Mr. Roger Williams for his assistant.}: He
was living as pastor of this church in the year 1638.^

Ephraim Hewet was minister of Wroxhall in Warwick-
shire, but persecuted for nonconformity. Archljishop Laud,
in the account of his province in 1638, says, " He hath taken

upon him to keep fasts in his parish, by his own appoint-

ment, and hath contenmed the decent ceremonies com-
manded by the church. My lord the Bishop of Worcester

proceeds against him, and intends either to reform or punish

him."||

Dr. Jenningson, the pious lecturer at Newcastle-upon-

Tyne, was much persecuted for nonconformity. In the year

1639, by the instigation of Archbishop Laud, he was

* Pryiine's Cant. Doome, p. 149, 150.

+ Prince's Chron. Hist. vol. i. p. 18;^.

% Ibid. p. 188, 189.—Neal's Hist, of New Eng. vol. i. p. 115, 141.

^ Morton's Memorial, p. 108.

II
Wharton's Troubles of Laud, vol. i. p. 554.
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questioned in the high commission at York. The articles of

his examination, together with the doctor's answers, were sent

to Lambeth, for the archbishop's consideration. This was
going the sure way to work. And the good man was so

cruelly harassed in the various ecclesiastical courts, that he
was obliged to quit the place, and the kingdom too ; when, to

avoid the fury of his tyrannical persecutors, he fled to New
England.*

JrtHX Jemmet, lecturer at Berwick-upon-Tweed, was
barbarously handled for his nonconformity. The outstretched

arm and tyrannical oppressions of Archbishop Laud, were

carried so far north. For, in December, 1 639, he caused the

Bishop of Durham to apprehend him by a pursuivant, to

silence him from preachmg any more at Berwick, and to

banish him from the town, without any article or witness

ever being examined against him.t

John Stoughton, D.D. was fellow of Emanuel col-

lege, Cambridge, where he most probably received his educa-

tion. He is classed among the learned writers and fellows

of that college, and is denominateci a pious and learned

divine.t He w as rector of St. Mary's church, Aldermanbury,

London ; where he succeeded the excellent Dr. Thomas
Taylor. Here, for the space of seven years, he was a laborious,

orthodox, and useful preacher; but having occasionally touched

upon the popish and arminian innovations, he was, by the

instigation of Laud, prosecuted in the high commission.^

He died in the year 1639, when he was succeeded by Mr,
Edmund Calamy, the ejected nonconformist.]! He was author

of " Choice Sermons," 1640.—" Heavenly Conversation,

and the Natural Man's Condition," 1640.—" A Form of

Sound Words, with the Righteous Man's Plea to true Hap-
piness."

Mr. Burchell was minister at St. Martin's, Micklegate,

York, where he was much esteemed by persons of piety.

Previous to the civil wars, when the nonconformists were

* MS. Remarks, p. 901.—Prynne's Cant. Doome, p. 382- + Ibid.

J Fuller's Hist, of Cam. p. 14t.—Leigh ou Religion and Lparniug, p. 330.

^ Prynne's Cant. Doome, p. 362.

Jl
Palmer's Noucon. Mem. vol. i. p. 7T.
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severely persecuted, he was a zealous puritan, and kept con-
venticles iu the house of Dr. Scott, dean of Yoric, ihouirh

unknown to him. The doctor being much addicted to cards

and other games, had not the least concern about puritanism.

But Mrs. Scott, the dean's wife, being much inclined to con-
venticles, her house was chosen not only as the most con-
venient place, but the most secret and secure in those pei ilous

times. Lady Bethell, with other persons of quality, and
those in meaner circumstances, united in these private reli-

gious exercises.*

Thomas Scott was a zealous puritan minister in the

diocese of Norwich, but suspended for nonconformity. He
was under the ecclesiastical censure, said Bishop Wren, when
he first entered personally into the diocese ; and, with all

tender and respectful usage, he absolved him for three months,
then for six months, and, at the expiration of that period, for

eight or nine months longer. During this period, Mr. Scott

sent his lordship several letters, expressing his grateful ac-

knowledgments of these favours. After all, it seems ex-

tremely doubtful whetiier he was ever fully restored to his

ministi^. He died in the year 1640.+ There were two
ministers of the same name, who lived about this time ; but
it is difficult to say whether either of them was this Mr.
Scott.

t

William Madstard was a pious minister at Bridgnorth

in Shropshire, where, towards the close of life, he had the

celebrated Mr. Richard Baxter for his assistant. He was a

nonconformist, particularly in refusing to wear the surplice

and the use of the cross in baptism ; but a man of an exemplary
christian character. Mr. Baxter denominates him " a worthy
pastor, a grave and severe divine, very honest and con-

scientious, and an excellent preacher ;" but adds, " he was
deeply afflicted with a dead-hearted, unprohtable people.'*

He died, together with his wife, of a malignant fever, in the

month of July, l64l, at an advanced age. Mr. Baxter

preached his funeral sermon.^

* MS. Chronology, vol. iii. A. D, 1640. p. 12.

+ Wren's Parental ia, p. 94.

:{: Wood's Athenae Oxon. vol. i. p. 846.—Granger's Eiog. Hist. vol. i.

p. 367.

§ Sylvester's Life of Baxter, part i, p. 15, 20.
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Mr. Cooper was the pious rector of Alton in Hamp-
shire. In the year 1634 he was suspended by Dr. Rone
and Sir John Lamb, visitors to Archbishop Laud, for refusing

to read the Book of Sports; and he continued under the

cruel sentence about seven years. In 1641, his case being

laid before the house of commons, it was resolved, " That
his suspension was illegal ; that the sentence should be taken

off; that he should be restored to his living ; and that Dr.
Rone and Sir John Lamb ought to make him reparations for

the damages he had sustained."*

Edmund Small was minister at Holm in Lincolnshire,

but persecuted in the high commission and deprived of his

benefice. In the year 1641, having remained a long time

under the ecclesiastical censure, his case was laid before the

house of commons ; and, after due examination, it was
resolved, " That the sentence of his deprivation was illegal

;

and that he should be restored to his living."+

Mr. Smith was suspended by Sir John Lamb ; and having

remained a long time under the sentence, his case, in the

year l641, was laid before the house of commons. After

due examination, the house resolved, " That he had been
illegally suspended ; and that Sir John Lamb ought to give

him reparation and satisfaction for his damages sustained by

that suspension.''^

John Spencer was an unordained and popular preacher

in the city of London ; for which he was brought into

trouble, with several others, in the year 1641. It is said that

one Robinson, a clerk in the custom-house ; John Sjpencer,

a horse-courser ; Adam Banks, a stocking seller ; John Durant,

and one Greene, being complained of for their lay-preaching,

were summoned to appear before the house of commons.
On their appearance, the speaker reprimanded and threatened

them, saying, " That the house had a general distaste to

their proceedings ; and that, if they should offend in like

manner in future, the house would take care that they were
.severely punished."§ It does not, however, appear whether

Mr. Spencer and his brethren obeyed this order. He is

* Nalson's Collection, vol. ii. p. 454. + Ibid, p- 446.

J:
Ibid. p. 319. S Ibid. p. 265, 270.
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classed among the zealous sectaries ; and Edwards says, he
was formerly Lord Brook's coachman, and an early preacher.*

Hannibal Gammon, A. M. was born m the city of

London, in 1585, and educated in Broadgates-hall, Oxford.

He was afterwards beneficed at Maugan in Cornwall, where
he became a very popular preacher. On the commencement
of the civil Kar he espoused the cause of the parliament,

and was chosen one of the assembly of divines. Wood
says, " he was much followed by the puritanical party for

his edifying and practical preaching."+ He was author of
" An Assize Sermon," 1621.—" A Sermon at Lady Roberts's

Funeral," 1627.—" Praise of a Godly Woman, a Wedding
Sermon," 1627-—" God's Smiting to Amendment, an Assize

Sermon," 1629-

Mr. Wainwright was a beneficed minister in the county

of Suffolk; but he resigned his living, worth two hundred

pounds a year, on account of his nonconformity. He would
not hold his benefit any longer, because he deemed it anti-

christian ; and after he had given it up, he said, ** I have ever

since asked God forgiveness for holding it." According to

my author, he boasted that he had pulled down the bishops,

arid that lie would do the same by the presbyterians.f

John Sims was a minister of the baptist persuasion, who
preached at Hampton. In a journey to Taunton he was
prevailed upon to preach in the parish church of Middlesoy.

This gave so much offence to the dominant party, that he

was seized by virtue of the act against unordaiiied ministers

;

and the letters which he was to deliver to some pious friends

were taken iiom him. These, with his examination, were

sent to London, by way of complaint against him, and

printed. The charges specified in the examination were,

his preaching when unordained, and denying infant-baptism.

He acknowledged the latter, and pleaded against the former,

that, " as Peter was called to preach, so was he."§

* Edwards's Gangraena, part i!i. p. 49.

+ Wood's Athense Oxon. vol. ii. p. 26.

J Edwards's Gangraena, part iii. p. 81.

§ Ibid. p. 50.—Crosby's Baptists, vol. i. p. 232, 233.
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John Foxcroft, A. M. was educated in Magdalen-hall,
Oxford, and afterwards minister at Gotham in Nottingham-
shire ; where, according to Wood, he continued a puritanical

preacher several years. Upon the commencement of the
civil war, he joined the parliament, was molested by the
royal party, and chosen one of the assembly of divines, and
he constantly attended. Removing to London, he became
a frequent preacher in the city ; and he preached sometimes
before the parliament. One of his sermons is entitled, " The
Good of a Good Government, and Well-grounded Peace,
being a Fast Sermon before the House of Commons, on
Isa. xxxii. 1, 2."—1646.*

Ralph Maesden was a pious minister of puritan prin-

ciples at West Kirby in Cheshire, where he was succeeded
by Mr. John Murcot, another puritan, who married his

daughter.! He died minister of Great Neston in the same
county, January 30, 1648. He had four sons in the minis-

try; Samuel, Jeremiah, Gamaliel, and Josiah, all silenced

nonconformists at the restoration.:}:

Nicholas Darton, A. B. was born in Cornwall, in

1603, and educated in Exeter college, Oxford. Having
entered into holy orders, he became minister of Killesby in

Northamptonshire. He was always accounted a puritan

;

so that, on the commencement of the civil war, he joined the

presbyterians, and espoused the cause of the parliament.^

He published " The true and absolute Bishop, with the

Converts Return unto him," 1641.—" Ecclesia Anghcana;
or, a clear and protestant Manifesto, as an evangelical Key
sent to the Governor of Oxford, for the opening of the

Church-doors there, that are shut up without prayers or

preaching," 1649.—And " Several Sermons."

Henry Roborough was chosen one of the scribes to

the assembly of divines, and, about the same time, appointed

rector of St. Leonard's, East-cheap, London, which he held

to his death.
II

He was one of the committee of divines

appointed to examine and ordain candidates for the ministry ;«|[

* Wood's Athenas Oxon. toI. i. p. 827. + Ibid. vol. ii. p. llS.

J Palmer's Noncon. Mem. vol. i. p. 340. iii. 421, 436, 475.

^ Wood's Athenaa, vol. ii. p. 68.
!l Ibid. p. 11§.

*[ Neal's Puritans, vol. iii. p. 140.
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and he united with his brethren, the London ministers, iu

their declaration against the king's death.* The profits of

printing the Directory being given to him and Mr. Byfield,

the other scribe to the assembly, they are said to have sold

tlie copy-right for several hundred pounds.+ Mr. Roborough
died in the year 1050, and Mas succeeded in his living by

Mr. Matthew Barker, one of the silenced nonconformists

in 166U

Abraham Peirson was born in Yorkshire, where he
probably laboured in the ministry, but was driven by the

severity of the times to New England. On his arrival,

about the year 1640, he was invited to be first pastor of the

church at Southampton on Long Island, where he continued

about eight years. He then removed, with part of the

church, to Brainford, where he probably continued the rest

of his days. He left behind him the character of a pious

and prudent man, and a true child of Abraham.^

HowEL Vaughan was a pious minister, of the baptist

denomination, in Wales. A baptist church having been
formed at Olchon, about the year 1633, which is said to

have been the first separate church in Wales, Mr. Vaughan,
being one of its members, was chosen to the pastoral ofiice.

His name was Vaughan, but wrote by some Ychan, or

Fychan, which is the Welsh spelling of Vaughan.
|| He

attended the associations of ministers in the Principality
;

and his name is among those who signed the minutes of the

association at Abergavenny, in the year l653.ir

Robert Maton, A. M. was born at Tudworth in Wilt-
shire, in the year 1597, and educated at Wadham college,

Oxford. Having entered upon the ministerial work, he was
probably beneficed in his native county. He was a zealous
millenarian ; and upon the commencement of the civil wars,
the press being open, he published his sentiments to the
world in the following articles:—" Israel's Redemption ; or,

a Prophetical History of our Saviour's Kingdom on Earth,"
1642.—" A Discourse of Gog and Magog, or the Battle of

* Calamy's Contin. vol. ii. p. 743. + Fuller's Church Hist. b. xi. p. 222.

i Palmer's Noncon, Mem. vol, i. p. 146.

§ Mather's Hist, of New England, b. iii. p. 95.

II
Thoraas's MS. Materials, p. II. f Thomas's MS. Hist. p. 45,
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the Great Day of God Almighty," 1642.—"A Comment on
the twentieth chapter of Revelation," 1652.—" Israel's

Kedemption Redeemed ; or, the Jews general and mira-

culous Conversion to the Faith of the Gospel, and Return to

their own Land, and our Saviour's Personal Reign on Earth,

proved from the Old and New Testament," 1646.—This he
republished with additions, entitled, " A Treatise of the

Fifth Monarchy ; or, Christ's Personal Reign on Earth a

Thousand Years with his Saints," 1655.*

Peter Prudden was born in the year 1600, and after-

wards preached in Herefordshire and on the borders of

Wales, where God marvellously blessed his pious labours.

But he was driven from his station by persecution, when he

fled to New England, and was accompanied by many worthy

persons. Upon their arrival, they settled for a short time at

New-Haven, then removed to Milford, where he was chosen

pastor of the church, and lived many years an example of
piety, gravity, and christian zeal. He died about the year

1606, aged fifty-six years. He had a remarkable talent for

softening and composing exasperated spirits, and for healing

contentions.

t

Robert Booth was a minister of puritan principles, and

ornamented with a most excellent character. He was first

curate at Sowerby in Yorkshire, then vicar of Halifax, where

his remains were interred, July 28, 1657. " He was a man
of that worth and excellency in learning and divinity, that he

deserved the title of an Apollos, and seemed, like Jeremiah

and the baptist, to be separated from the womb to the

ministerial office ; so temperate and healthful, so industrious

and indefatigable in the labours of his study, and so divinely

contemplative in the exercises of his mind, tjiat he approved

himself to be made up of virtue, being a stranger to all things

but the service of heaven. When he spoke to his congrega-

tion from the pulpit, it was with that power of truth, and

elegance of style, that he charmed his hearers into love and

admiration."t Mr. Ely Bentley, his assistant and successor

at Halifax, was ejected in 1662.

§

* Wood's Athense Oxon. vol. ii. p. 123.

+ Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b. iii. p. 9S, 94.

% Watson's Hist, of Halifax, p. 461 . Edit. 1773.

§ Palmer's Noacon. Mem. vol. iii. p. 436.
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Walter Rosewell, A. M. was a worthy puritan

minister, first in Friday-street, London, then at Chatham in

Kent, where he died in the year 1658. One of his name, and
probably the same person, was severely persecuted by Bishop

Pierce.* He was a man of considerable eminence. Mr.
Thomas Case preached his funeral sermon, and afterwards

published it, entitled, " Elijah's Abatement; or. Corruption

in the Saints, on James iii. 17, "—1658 ; but this we have not

seen. Mr. Rosewell was cousin to Mr. Thomas Rosewell,

the nonconformist minister who was tried for high treason

before Judge J efferies ; and who in early life derived great

advantages from his pious and grave instructions.f

Thomas Ball, A. M. was born in Shropshire, in the

year 1590, and educated in Queen's college, Cambridge,
under the celebrated Dr. Preston. He afterwards became
fellow of Emanuel college in the same university, then

minister of the gospel at Northampton, where he died, and
his remains were interred, June 21, 1659, aged sixty-nine years.

His funeral sermon was preached by Mr. John Howes, rector

of Abbington near that place, M'ho gave high commendations
of his departed friend. This sermon was published, entitled,

" Real Comforts, extracted from moral and spiritual Prin-

ciples, presented in a Sermon preached at the Funeral of that

reverend Divine, Mr. Thomas Ball, with a narrative of his

Life and Death," 1660; which, however, we have never

seen. Mr.. Ball was author of several books, among which
were, " The Life of Dr. John Preston," and " Pastorum
propugnaculum ; or, the Pulpit's Patronage against the force

of unordained Usurpation and Innovation, in four Parts,"

I656.t

Stanley Gower was a puritan divine of considerable

eminence, chosen one of the assembly at Westminster, and he

constantly attended during the session. He was minister at

Brampton-Bryon ; but on his removal to London, he preached
in Ludgate-street, and was one of the preachers to the par-

liament. He was appointed one of the committee for the

examination and approbation of ministers who petitioned for

sequestered livings ; and one to examine and ordain candidates

* Impeachment of Bp. Pierce, p. 8.

^ Life of Rosewell prefixed to his Trial, p. 8. Edit. 1718.

l Wood's Athenae Oxon. vol. I. p. 861

.
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for the ministry.* He united with his brethren, the London
ministers, in their declaration against the king's death.+ He
was living in I66O, was then nnnister at Dorchester, and is

denominated a zealous and eminent presbyterian.|: He wrote

the life of Mr. Richard Rothwell, published in Clark's " Lives

annexed to his Martyrologie." One of his sermons has this

singular title, " Things Now-a-doing : or, the Churches
Travaile of the Child of Reformation Now-a-bearing, in a

Sermon before the Honourable House of Commons, at their

solemn Fast, July 31, 1644."

Henry Flint was a most holy and worthy minister,

driven from his native country by the tyrannical oppressions

of Archbishop Laud. In the year 1633 he fled to New
England, where he was chosen teacher to the church at

Braintree, of which Mr. William Thompson was pastor.

There he closed his life and his labours, April 27, l668.§ He
was a man of great piety, gravity, and integrity, and eminently

qualified for the ministerial work.||

James Sicklemore was minister of the church at Single-

ton, near the city of Chichester, and a person famous for

his great learning and piety. About the year 1640, he

espoused the peculiar sentiments of the baptists, and became
a zealous asserter of his opinions. Previous to this, being

concerned for the instruction of the rising generation, he

usually catechized the young people of his parish, and

explained to them the questions and answers contained in

the church catechism. On one of tliese occasions, as he

was discoursing on the promises of godfathers and godmothers

in the name of the infants at their baptism, one of his catechu-

mens asked him, " what warrant there was from the holy

scriptures for what he had been speaking .^" Feeling himself

at a loss to give a direct answer, he warmly insisted on the

general voice of the christian church. Upon further examin-

ation, he renounced infant-baptism altogether, and refused to

baptize the children of his parishioners. He was also

opposed to the maintenance of ministers by tithes ; and

» Neal's Puritans, vol. iii. p. 89, 140. + Ibid. p. 491

.

if Rennet's Chronicle, p. 185.

S Mather's Hist, of New Eng. b. iii. p. 152.

II
Morton's Memorial, p. 190.
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therefore he gave away the greatest part of his income to

the poor and needy. Though after the change of his senti-

ments he contniued in his parish, he fiequenlly preached at

other places, particularly at Sevamore and Portsmouth ; at

both of which places he was instrumental, under God, of

making and baptizing many disciples. This practice he con-

tinued to the end of his days. 1 hough it does not appear

when he died, he laid the foundaiion of the two baptist con-

gregrations at Portsmouth and Chichester.*

Crosby's Baptists, vol. iv. p. 245—247.

/

/
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:

Containing a correct List of the principal Authorities re~

ferred to in the Work, with the particular edition of

each. The Works in Folio are thefollowing

:

Prvnne's Breviate of the Life of Laud, 1G44.
Canterburies Doome, 1646.

Fuller's Church History of Britain, 1655.
History of the University of Cambridge, 1655.

Leigh's Treatise of Religion and Learning, 1656.
Scobell's Collection of Acts and Ordinances, 1658.

Fuller's History of the Worthies of England, 1662.

Lloyd's Memoires of Excellent Personages, 1668.
Heylin's Life of Archbishop Laud, 1668.

History of the Presbyterians, 1670.

Mede's Works, wilh his Life prefixed, 1672.

Wood's Historia et Antiquitatis Uuiver. Oxon. 1674.

Foulis's Wicked Plots of our Pretended Saints, 1674.

Heylin's History of the Reformation in England, 1674.
Clark's Martyrologie, with Lives annexed, 1677.

Hejlin's Historical and Miscellaneous Tracts, 1681.

D'Ewes's Journals of Parliaments, 1682.

Whitlocke's Memorials of English Affairs, 1682.

Nalson's Collection of Aflairs of State, ii. vols. 1682, 1683.
Clark's Lives of Eminent Persons, last vol. 1683.

Fox's Acts and Monuments of the MartjTS, iii. vols. 1684.

Rushworth's Historical Collections, v. vols, 1659—1692.
W^ood's Athena? Oxonienses, ii. vols. 1691, 1692.
Strype's Memorials of Archbishop Craumer, 1694.

Sylvester's Life of Baxter, 1696.

Wharton's Troubles and Trial of Abp. Laud, ii. vols. 1695, 1700.
Prince's Worthies of Devon, 1701.

Mather's History of New England, 1702.

Clarendon's History of the Rebellion, iii. vols. 1704.

Kennet's Complete History of England, vol. ii. and iii. 1706.
Newcourt's Repertorium Ecclesiasticum, ii. vols. 1708.

Strype's Life of Archbishop Grindal, 1710.

Parker, 1711.

Collier's Ecclesiastical History, vol. ii. 1714.

Walker's Attempt at the Sufferings of the Clergy, 1714.

Burnet's History of the Reformation, iii. vols. 1681, 1715.

Strype's Life of Archbishop Whitgift, 1718.

Echard's History of England, vol. ii. 1718.

Stow's Surs'ey of London and Westminster, ii. vols. 1720.
Strype's Ecclesiastical Memorials, iii. vols. 1721.

Burnet's History of his own Time, vol. i. 1724.

Winwood's Memorials of State Afifairs, ii. vols. 1727.
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Strype's Annals of tlic Reformation, iv. vols. 1709—173L
Thurloc's Collection of State Papers, vii. vols. 1732.

Peck's Desiderata Curiosa, ii. vols. 1732.

Ward's Lives of the Gresham Professors, 1740.

Kapin's History of P^ngland, vol. ii. 1743,

Kcnnet's Historical Register and Chronicle, 1744.

Blomefield's History of Norfolk, vol. i. and ii. 1739, 1745.
"Wren's Parentalia, 1750.

Warner's History of England, vol. ii. 1759.

Biographia Britannica, vii. vols. 1747— 1766.

Bridges's History of Northamptonshire, ii. vols. 1792.
Biographia Britannica, v. vols. 1778—1793.

Works in Quarto.

Parte of a Register, conlajning sundrie IVIemoraLle Matters, no date.

Examinations of Barrow, Greenwood, and Poury, «o date,

Bancroft's Dangerous Positions, 1593.

Survey of the pretended Holy Discipline, 1593.
Ainsworth's Counterpoysou, 1608.

Paget's Arrow against the Separation of the Brownists, 1618.
Ames's Fresh Suit against Human Ceremonies in God's Worsliip,

1633.

Huntley's Breviate of the Prelates' intolerable Usurpations, 1637.
Paget's Defence of Church Government, 1641.

A Briefe Discourse of the Troubles at Frankeford, 1642.
Edwards's Antapologia, 1644.

Bailie's Dissuasive from the Errors of the Time, 1645. ,

Edwards's Gangraena, iii. parts, 1646.

Bailie's Anabaptisra, 1647.
Cotton's Way of Congregational Churches, 1648.
Fuller's Abel Redivivus, 1651.

Featley's Dippers Dipt: or the Anabaptists Duck'd, 1651.
Paget's Heresiography, 1654.

Clark's Marrow of Ecclesiastical History, 1654.
History of New England, from 1628 to 1652; printed 1654.
Bailie's Vindication of his Dissuasive, 1655.

Erbery's Testimony left upon Record, 1C58.

Morton's JMemorial of New England, 16G9.
Sparrow's Collection of Articles, Injunctions, &c. 1675.
Baxter's Second Pica for the Nonconformists, 1681.
L'Estrange's Dissenters' Sayings, ii. parts, 1681.

Works in Octavo, S^x.

Lupton's History of Protestant Divines, 1637.
Heylin's Examen Historicam, 1659.
Wilkins's Discourse on Preaching, 1678.
Paule's Life of Archbishop Whitgift, 1699.
Welwood's Memoirs of Transactions, 1700.

Barlow's Sum of th« Conference at Hampton Court, 1707.
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Pcirce's Vindication of the Dissenters, 1717.

Neal's History of New England, ii. vols. 1720.

Thoresbj's Vicaria Leodiensis, 1724.

Oldmixon's Critical History of England, ii. vols. 172fi.

Clarendon and Whitlocke Compared, 1727.

Calaniy's Account and Continuation, iv. vols. 1713, 1727.

Strype's Life and Acts of Bishop Aylmer, 1728.

Maddox's Vindication of the Church, against Neal, 1733.
Neal's Review of Do. 1734.

An Illustration of Neal, in the Article of Peter Smart, 1736.

Prince's Chronological History of New England, vol. i. 173G.
Grey's Examination of Neal, iii. vols. 1736— 1739.
Crosby's History of the English Baptists, iv. vols. 1738—1740.
Grey's Review of Neal, 1744.

Bennet's Memorial of the Reformation, 1748.
Harris's Life of King Charles I. 1758.

British Biography, vol. iv. and v. 1767, 1768.
Papers of Massachusets Bay, 1769.

Backus's History of New England's Baptists, vol. i. 1777.
Life of Ainsworth, prefixed to his " Two Treatises," 1789.
Toplady's Historic Proof, ii. vols. 1793.
Neal's History of the Puritans, v. vols. 1793—1797.
Williams's Christian Preacher, 1800.

Palmer's Nonconformist's Memorial, iii. vols. 1802, 1803.
Mosheim's Ecclesiastical History, vol, iv. and v. 1803.

Hume's History of England, vol. v.—vii. 1803, 1804.

Granger's Biographical History of England, iv. vols. 1804.

Morse and Parish's History of New England, 1808.

Churton's Life of Dr. Alexander Nowell, 1809.
Ivimey's History of the English Baptists, 1811.

The Manuscripts referred to are thefollozciiig:

Sloane's MSS. deposited in the British Museum.
Harleian MSS. deposited in Do.
Baker's MS. Collection, xxxviii. vols, folio.*

MS. Register.!

* This invaluable collecUon was made by the indefatigable and celebrated

Mr. Thomas Baker, the irst twenty-three volumes of which are deposited in

the British Museum. They constitute part of tlie Harleian collection,

from No. 7028 to 7050. The remaining fifteen volumes are deposited in

the university library, Cambridge.
+ This invaluable treasure, entitled, " The Second Part of a Register,"

was collected by Mr. Roger Morrice, who was ejected at the restoration,

from Duffield in Derbyshire. Bishop Maddox.with great injustice, warmly
censures this MS. as unworthy of credit : but Mr. Strype, who was intimate

with the author, gives him a very high character. He styles him " a very
careful inquirer into ancient records;" and, says he, " This gentleman was
a very diligent collector of ecclesiastical MSS. relating to the latter history

of the English church, whereof he left vast heaps behind him, and he
favoured me with his correspondence,"

—

Strype's jinnals, vol. i. p. 241.

—

Stole's Survey of London, b.iv. p. 37.

—

Maddox''s Vindication, p. 190—192.—Palmer s Noncon, Mem. vol. i. p. 404.
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MS. Remarks on History, from the year 1546 to 1640.

MS. Chronology of Eminent Persons, iii. vols,*

Certamina Ecclesiastica Anglicana, &c.t
I'homas's Materials for the History of Churches in Wales,
. Ecclesiastical History of Wales.
. History of Churches in Wales.J

Meen's MS. Collections.§

* This collection, with the two foregoiag, being five very large folio

volumes, are deposited in Dr. Williams's library, Red-Cross-Slreet,

London.
+ This collection, now deposited in the Old College library, Homerton,

was made by Mr. John Kingdom, by mistake called John Ridge, and who
was ejected after the restoration. There is a Supplement to this MS. by
Mr. John Corbet, who was also one of the ejected ministers.

—

Palmer's

Noncon. Mem. vol. ii. p. 259. iii. 318.

j: These three volumes were written by the late Mr. Joshua Thomas of

Leominster, father to the present Mr. Timothy Thomas of Islington, who
generously favoured the author with the use of them.

ij Tiiis collection was made by Mr. Joseph Meen of Biggleswade in Bed-
fordshire, whe very kindly favoured the author with the use of it.

.11.''
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The nmneiical letters refer to the volume, the figures to the page, and

the letter ?t to the notes. The persons whose names are printed in

Italics arepuritanrfjyt/tes; all the rest relate to persons and subjects

of a miscellaneous description.

Abbot, ArchbUhop, opposed the
Book of Sports, i. 68, n—his cha-
racter and death, 76; ii. 502, n—
bis unfeeling declaration. 383— his

arbitrary proceeding, 405—a cu-
rious anecdote of hira, iii. 75. n.

, Dr. Robert, a pious prelate,
and anecdote of him, ii. 214, n.

Abbot, Robert, iii. 182.
Abingdon, a curious funeral at, iii.

257.

Accommodation, committee of, i,

86.

Accusations, false, i. 273 ,310, 312,
346;ii. 384; iii. 41, 154, r.

Acts of Parliament, most arbitrary,
i.57,93.

Address, Dr. Sampson's to the queeu,
i. 383.

Aderster, Mr., iii. 514.

Admiral, Lord, Paget's letter to,

ii.257.

Admonition to parliament, i. 33,

319,321 ; ii. 186, 188, 191—con-
troversy about it, 143.

Advertisements published, i. 22,370.
Ainsworth, Henry, ii. 299.
Ainsworthian Brownists, their suit,

ii. 103, «.

Airay, Henry, ii. 247.
Alcock, Gilbert, i. 170.
Aldrich, Thomas, i. 211.
Alexandrian manuscript,account of,

iii. 147.

Allen, Richard, ii. 87.
, John, iii. 456.
, Mr., iii. 502.

Allison, John, iii. 513.

Almanacks, the martyrdom of, ii.

425, n.

Alvey, Henry, ii. 85.

Ames, William, ii. 405.

Anabaptists, the Dutch, burnt, i.

335, and n.

Anderson, Judge, his cruel proceed-
ings, i. 274, 275 ; iii. 514—his en-

mity against the puritans, ii. 381.
prosecuted, ii. 482, n.

Andrews, Bishop, account of,ii. 356,
n—anecdote of him, iii. 2, n.

Anecdotes, several curious,—of king
Henry and his jester, i. 2, n—of a
bishop and his cap, 131—of the

surplice, 153, n—of kneeling at

sacrament, 159, n—of overcoming
evil, 21 1—ofGilpin, 261—ofFox,
328, 337, 338—of casting out
devils, ii. 119, n—of Wake and
Sleep, 170, n—of Bishop Abbot,
214, n- of R. Parker, 238, 239—
of Baynes, 264—of Bradshaw,
269—of Pasfield,297, (i—of Roth-
well, 349—of the Duke of Buck-
ingham, 357—of a doctor, 371

—

of a bishop, 406, n—of J. Carter,

411—of Clark, 412—of Laud's
bell-ringer, 419—of Firmin's con-
version, 422—of Whately, 440—
of a long sermon, 448—of Fair-
clough's conversion, 452, n—of
an alarming providence, 468—of
J. Herring, 492—of Bps. Neile
and Andrews, iii. 2, n—of a gentle-

man, 5—of Dod, 6—of Black-
wood, 26—of Baetwick's litany,

45, n— of a profane sinner
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awakened, G7—of a fiddler con-

Terted, ib—of T. Hooker, 6S, 69

—of Apb. Abbot, 1i>, n—of Bp.

Ncile,l04, ri—of Walker,MO, «—
of Coiton,159— ofGatakei-.-iOl—
of N. Rog<T?, 2?9—of Dr. Holin
and Bp. Willia-iis, 248, n—of

Marshall,2i9—of Bp, Montaigne,

330, n—of R. Harris, 303—of a

congregation, 387—of J. Wilson,

434—of a persecutor, 463—of two
persecuted bpotliers, 467, n.

Angel, John, iii. 236.

Annotations, the assembly's ac-

count of, iii. 211.

AtTslow, Sir Edward, a friend to the

puritans, ii. 488.

Antinomian controversy, ii. 475;
iii. 212.

Apocrypha, whether canonical, ii.

317—Errors in it, 31S.

Apologetical narration, account of,

iii. 21.

Appendix, containing authorities,

iii. 537.

Archer, Henry, ii. 455.

Armitage, Timothy, iii. 254.

Arminian controversy at Bostoa, iii.

152.

Arminianism, the progress of, i. 71

—argument against, iii. 171

—

disputes on, ii. 343, 359.

Arroiosmith, John, iii. 315.

Articles subscribed, i. 5, 21, 35, 64,

178, 199, 358,

, the Lambeth, ii. 82, n.—

1

, thirty-one exhibited agairst

Cartwright, ii. 151—thirty-four

exhibited, 155.

of inquiry and answers, ii.

259.

Arundal, the mayor of, prosecuted,

iii. 155, n.

Ascham,"^ Roger, a letter to, i. 215

—

account of him, 217, n.

Assembly of divines, account of, i.

89—a list of them, 90, n.

Associations of the puritans, i. 53,
54'—their resolutions, 448—de-
fended, ii. 156.

Astrology greatly admired, i. 375,
n—controversy about it, iii. 219,
220. >

Avarice, its evil effects, i. 246.

Avery, John, ii. 420.
Axton, William, i. 151.

Ay Imer, Bishop, account of, i. 242

—

his fou! language, 226, 228, n ; ii.

168—his learning, 225, 226—his

fal.se accusations, i. 241 ; ii. )54, n

—his letter to the council, i. 295
— his poverty and riches, ib.—

a

letter to him, 317—council's letter

to him, 325—he offended the

queen, ii. 147, n— he refused to

silence an adulterous clergyman,
166—he wrote an angry letter,

168—he made his porter minister,

ib. n—his barbarous proceedings,

i. 40, 239, 241, 293, 296, 305,

316,317,324,441; ii. 39, 109, 111,

147, 166—168,23.5,237 ; iii. 512.

Bainbrigg, Cuthberf, i. 396.

Bale, John, i. 101.

Ball, John, ii. 440.

, Thomas, iii. 534.
Balsoin, Robert, iii. 79.

Bancroft, Bishop, account of his

famous sermon and new doctrine,

i. 55, n ; ii. 177, 178— his flattery

of king James, i. 61, n—his cha-
racter, 66, n—account of him, ii,

346, n—his trial of R. Harris,

iii. 304—his severe proceedings,

i. 64 5 ii. 184, 202, 227, 232, 238,
262; iii, 516,

Baptism, salvation ascribed to, i.

270, 286.

Baptist congregation, the first in

England, iii. IGJ, ICS.

church, (he fir-.t in America,
iii. 480.

Baptists complained of persecution,

ii. 281.

Barber, 'Thomas, i. 429.

, Edward, iii. 3.30.

Barebone, Praise-God, iii. 399.

Barebone'.-. parliament, iii. 399, 401,

Barbarity, a shocking instance of,

ii. 483.

Bdrnel, Humphrey, iii. 520.

Barns, Bishop, a favourer of Puri-
tanism, i. 258, n.

Barrft, Mr., iii. 524.

Barrow, Henry, his examination, ii.

25, n— imprisoned, 28, n— his

petition, 41, n— his character
and d.?ath, 42.

Bastw ick. Dr., anecdote of his

litany, iji. 45, n—sentence against

him, 47, n.

Batchelor, John, iii. 32.

Bates, Randal, ii. 234.
Baxter, Richard, the cause of his

conversion, ii. 420, n.

Raynes, Pciul,u. 261.
Beard, Thomas, ii. 396,

, Nicholas, iii. 523,
Bcfon, Thomas, i. 166.
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Bedell, Bisliop, favoured the union
of protestants, iii. 351, n.

Bedford, Earl of, a friend to the

puritans, i. 304, n.

Bellannine refuted, ii. 77—his books
answered before they were print-

ed, 177.

Bitiefield, Sebastian, ii. 365.
Benison, Barnaby, i. 292.

Bentbam, Bishop, account of, i. 165,
n.

Bernard, Nathaniel, ii. 400.

, Richard, ii. 459.
Bernhere, Mr., iii. 513.
Beverly, John, iii. 298.
Beza, a letter from, i. 26—his cha-

racter of Cartwright, ii. 148—his

translation burnt, 193.

Bible, the first translation of, i. 118
—various translations of, 118

—

126—opposed by the bisliops,

121,122—the authorized version

of, ii. 179, n.

first printed in America, iii.

488.
Biddle, John, iii. 411.
Bilson, Bishop, his famous book, ii.

266, n— his doctrine at Paul's
cross, 330.

Birkenhead, Sir John, his foal

aspersions, iii. 297.

Bishop, anecdote of one, ii. 406, n.

of Lichfield's letter to Gilby,

i.281.

Bishops, Humphrey's letter to them,
i. 370.

^—, in primitive and modern
times, i. 197

—

tiieir superiority by
divine appointment, and the de-

nial of it accounted heresy, 35.

Bishopric, objections against one,

i. 376—one refused, 377.

Bisse, Dr., anecdote of, ii. 400.

Blackerby, Richard, iii. 96.

Blacklock, Sarnucl, iii. 519.

Blackman, Adam, iii. 522.

Blackstone, Sir VVilliam,hisopinion

of persecution, Pref. xiii.

Blackwood, Christopher, iii. 389.

Blake, Thomas, iii. 269.

Blake, Humphrey, enjoined to do
penance, iii. 524.

Bocher, Joan, burnt, i. 10— her
great zeal, ib. n.

Bodies dug up at the restoration, iii.

16, n.

Bodley, Sir Thomas, account of, i.

364, n.

Bois, Sir Edward, a friend to the

persecuted puritans, ii. 4SS.

Bolton, John, hanged himself, iii.

503.

Bolton, Robert, ii. 390.

, Samuel, iii. 223.

Bonham, William, i. 174.

Bonner, Bishop, his cruelties, i, 14,

15, 253.

Book of Common Prayer, when first

published, i. 4—objected against,

i. 255, 265, 286—288, 317, 332.

, the curious title of one, iii,

144.

of Discipline perfected, ii.

260—subscribed, i. 53.

of Sports published, i. 68

—

republished, 77— abolished and
burnt, 89—ministers silenced for

refusing to read it, ii. 501 ; iii.

173, 176, 178, 185,374, 520, 526,
529.

Booth, Robert, iii. 533.

Boothe, Hugh, iii. 503.
Boston in New England, why so

called, iii. 157.

Bound, Nicholas, ii. 171.

Bourne, William, iii. 514.
Bowen, Evan, iii. 381.
Bov\es, Sir William, a friend to the

persecuted puritans, i. 398.

, Lady, a generous friend to

the puritans, ii. 351, n.

Bowles, Oliver, iii. 466.
Bradbonrn, Theophilus, ii. 362.
Bradford, John, a famous noncon-

formist, i. 12.

Bradshaw, William, ii. 264.
Bradshaw, Mrs., convened before

the high commission, ii. 268.
Braditreet, Mr., iii. 519.
Brayne, Edward, i. 289.
Brewer, Thomas, ii. 444.

Brewster, William, account of, ii.

341, n.

Bridger, B., iii. 514,

Bright, Edward, iii. 262.
, Francis, iii. 518.

Brightman, Thomas, ii. 182.
Broad-mead, Bristol, the baptist

church there when formed,iii.333.
Brodet, Mr., iii. 321.
Broklesby, Mr., iii, 502.

Bromley, Lady, a great friend to

tlie puritans, ii. 441.
Brook, Lord, account of, ii. 353, n.

Broughton, Hugh, ii. 215.
Brotcn, Nicholas, i. 275.

, Robert, ii. 366.

, Lady, iii. 251, n,

, John, iii. 505.

Browning, John, i. 302,
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Brownists, their oripn, i. 44—their

number, 58, n—they petitioned

the treasurer, ii. 40—their con-
gregation meeting in woods, 54,

55, 71—their church formed, 96

—

apprehended and imprisoned, 97
—their opinions, 103—their con-
fession of faith, 300.

Brutes, whether they make syllo-

gisms, ii. 353.

Bucer, Martin, a nonconformist, i. 6.

Burl<.iii<fhain, Duke of, anecdote of

him, ii, 357, n—account of him,

359, n.

Bulkly, Peter, iii. 318.

Bulliiiger, an excellent letter to him,
i. 371.

Bunney, Francis, ii. 250.
• . Edmund, ii. 252.
Burchell. Mr., iii, 527.

Burleigli, Lord, a famous statesman,

i. 2S2, n—a friend of tlie puri-

tans, 291, 303, 308, 314, 404, 436,
440, 443; ii. 110, 165, 216, 236,
.S15—his letter to Whitgift, i. 50—
also to the heads at Cambridge, ii.

114—a petition sent to him, 190

—

letters to him, i. 370, 378, 380,400,
435. 4:n ; ii. 60, 80, 93, 99, 224,
225,235,249,378.

Burnet, Bishop, his character of tiie

puritans Pref. xiv.—his censure
of H Peters, iii. 366.

Burr, Jonathan, ii. 463.
Burroughs, Jeremiah, iii. 18,
Burton, William, ii. 230.

, Henry, iii. 400.
Burton, Mrs., committed to prison,

iii. 44, n.

Byjield, Nicholas, ii. 297.
, ^doniram, iii, 374.

Bying, Dr., his cruel proceedings,
i. 304.

Calthrop, Mr., a friend to the puri-
tans, i. 238.

Calvinism discountenanced, i. 72.
Cambridge, its nonconformity, i. 25
—its deplorable 6tate,215—divines

wrote to Cartwright, li. 148.

in New England founded,
iii. 66,67.

Campion the Jesuit disputed with,
i. 387,

Canne, John, iii. 332.
Capet, Richard, iii. 259,
Carew, Thomas, ii. 166.

Carow, Mrs., petitioned the queen,
ii. 167.

Carter, John, ii. 409.

Carter, IVilliam, iii. 299.

Cartwright. Thomas, ii. 136—letter
to him, 246.

Castell's licsicon Heptaglotton, ac-

count of, iii. 322, n.

Callin, Robert, ii. 428,

Cawdrey, Robert, i. 430.

Cawtoii, Thomas, iii. 320,

Cecil, Sir William, an excellent

letter to, i. 220. See Burleigh.

Ceremonies, when to be refused, ii.

322.
Chadderton, Lawrence, ii. 445.

Chai)lains of regiments, i. 88,

Chapman, Edward, iii. 506.

Charke, IVilliam, ii. 113.

Charles I., his accession, i. 70—his

arbitrary power, 72—his death,

94—his recommendation, ii. 444,
n— his schismatical reniarli, iii.

383, n.

II. restored, i. 98—the li-

centiousness that followed, and
the king's fair promises, ib.

Chauncey, Charles, iii. 451,

Cheare, Abraham, iii. 435.

Chester, the people of, prosecuted,

iii. 51, n.

Children newly born cannot believe,

ii. 322.

Christ's descent into hell, the con-

troversy of, ii. 222, 238, 330—the
denial of, accounted heresy, 5.

Christmas not observed, i. 273, n.

Church of England, its deplorable

slate, i. 34.

Church-power, how regarded by
the puritans, Pref. xv. xvi.

Churton's base character of the pu-
ritans, Pref. xiv.—his reproach of

Cartwright, ii. 161.

Cinnus, a famous book, iii. 216.

Clarendon's bitter censures, iii. 41

—

his misrepresentations, 120, 137,

243.

Clark, Hugh, ii. 412.

Clarkson, Lawrence, ii. 505,

Cleaver, Robert, iii. 516.

Clergy, their deplorable ignorance,

i. 168—remtdy against this, 169

—they are very corrupt, 245,

Clifton, Richard, ii. 199.

Cobbet, Thomas, iii, 483.

Cole, Robert, canonically habiteiJ

and preferred, i. 24.

Cole, William, ii. 106.

Coleman, Christopher, i. 150,

, Thomas, iii. 60.

College, expulsion from, i. 39T.

Collier^ Thomas, iii. 27.
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Committee of accommodation, i.

86, n,

religion offensive to

Laud, iii. 89, n.

Common Prayer set aside, i. 93.

Commons, house of, released many
puritans, i 86 ; ii. 483.

Concord in New England founded,
iii. 318.

Conference desired, ii. 61.
•

, the Hampton-court, ii.

310.

, at Lambeth, ii. 316.
, with J. Cotton, iii. 156.

Confessions of faith, ii. 21 . 63.

Conformity, controversy for and
against, i. 58—enforced, 67.

Conscience, horrors of, ii. 203.
Consent of scripture, account of,

i i . 216—occasioned a controversy,
218,221.

Conversion, a remarkable one, ii.

350.

Conviction, a painful instance of,

iii. 117.

Convocation, the first protestant, i.

3—that in 1562, 21— its proceed-
ings, 22—a supplication to that

in 1571, 170—the tyrannical pro-
ceedings of that in 1640, i. 85.

Cooper, iVlr., iii. 520.

Cope, its unlawfulness, i. 366.
Cope, Sir Anthonv, account of, ii.

344, «.

Copping, John, i. 262.
Corbet, Edward, iii. 266.
Corbet, Sir Robert, a friend to the

puritans, i. 131, n.

Cornwall, the petition of its inha-
bitants to parliament, i. 41.

Cornwell, Francis, iii. 25.
Coryat, George, ii. 168.
Goryat, Thomas, account of, ii. 168.
Cosins, Dr., his innovations, iii.

91, n.

Cotton, John, iii. 151.
Cotton, Roger, anecdote of, ii.

218, n.

, Sir Rowland, a famous He-
brean, ii. 218.

Council, their address to AVhitgift,

i. 49

—

their illegal proceedings,
71—their letter to Bale. 103—
supplications to them, 290, 294,
320; ii. 325—their letters to Ayl-
mar, 294, 325.

Courage, a remarkable instance of,
iii. 80.

Courts, ecclesiastical, their charac-
ter, iii. 155.

County committees, i. 92.

VOL. III.

Covenant with God entered into,

ii. 464.
, a form of, iii. 433.

Coventry, tlie mayor of. prosecu-

ted, iii. 51, n—many divines fled

there, 230.

Coverdale, Miles, i. 117.

Cox, Benjamin, iii. 417.

Cox, Richard, at Frankfort, i. 16

—

account of him, 108, n— his arbi-

trary spirit, 207.

CracJcenthurp, Richard, ii. 312.

Cradock, l\ alter, iii. 382.

Cranford, James, iii. 268.

Crane, Nicholas, i. 362.

Cranmer, Archbishop, a persecutor,

i. 8, 10—a nonconformist, 12.

Crick, Richard, i. 278.
Crisp, Tobias, ii. 471.
Cromwell, Lord, above tife bishops,

i.3—his fall, 121, n.

, Oliver, prevented from
going to Nciv England, i. 84—
proposed a commonwealth, 94

—

made lord protector, 95— his cha-
racter and death, 97—his letter to

J. Cotton, iii. 158—Whitaker's
letter to him, 194—an enemy to

persecution, 416, «—anecdote of
him, ib.— his government opposed,

310, 327 , 406— his generosity, 487

.

Crook, Samuel, iii. 107.

Crowley, Robert, i. .337.

Crosbys incorrect statement recti-

fied', iii. 150, 151.

Cross in baptism to be refused, i.

157—159.
, a treatise on the, ii. 238—the

meaning of it, 310, n.

frott-rfer, Mr., iii. 520.

Crucifix retained, i. 377.

Cruso, Timothy, received the dying
advice of O. Bowles, iii. 467.

Culverwell, Ezekiel, iii. 512.

Darling, Thomas, dispossessed, ii.

lis, 120.

Darrell, John, ii. 117.

Darton, Nicholas, iii. 531.

Davenish, Mr., iii. 524.

Davenport, John, iii. 446.

Death of Saltmarsh, remarkable, iii,

7.3.

Declaration subscribed, i. 405.
of J. Airowsmith, iii.

31.5.

against the king's death,
iii. 217.

Deering, Edward, i. 193.

Deering, Sir Edward, a frjend ta

the puritans, iii. 178.
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Defender of the faith, occasion of,

i.2.

Deliverance, several remarkable in-

stances of, i. 254; ii. 238, 239;
iii. 6-79,80.

Denne, Henry, iii. 376.

Dennys, ^Villialn, executed, i. 58.

De.rii, Arthur, ii. 111.

Dtnton, Richard, iii. 521.

Devil, his love of women, i. 266,
269.

Devil cast out, ii. 117—contro-

versy of, 120.

Dingley, John, iii. 314.
Digl 'on, Thomas, his barbarous

usage, ii^ 383, n.

Diphihar.gs, a treatise on, iii. 211.

Discipline, Book of, published, ii.

S28.
Dispute about the wine in the sacra-

ment, i. 182.

Disputations, various, in public, i.

172, 387 ; iii. 187—189, 225, 256,
378,418,464.

Dissenting Brethren, iii. 312.

Dud, John, iii. 1.

Doddridge, Dr., his mistake recti-

fied, ii. 455, n.

Dorset, Earl of, a friend to the pu-
ritans, iii. 155.

Tiotvnham, John, ii. 496.

Downing, Calibute, ii. 495.

Dreams, two very curious, i. 15, n;
iii. 75, ».

Drewet, fViUiam, iii. 507.

Drogheda, the slaugliter at, iii. 355.

Dudley, Lord, a letter to him, i.

377.
Dugdale's base character of the pu-

ritans, Pref. xiv.

Dunster, Ralph, iii. .323.

Durance, John, iii. 31.

Dury, John, iii. 369.

Dyke, Daniel, ii. 235.

, Jeremiah, ii, 279-

Eaton, John, ii. 466.

Echard's unjust aspersions, iii. 250,
251.

Edmunds, Thomas, iii. 515.

Edward VI. desired to perfect the

reformation, i. 6—against all se-

verity, 10— his letter to Cover-
dale, 123—a bold sermon before

him, 245.

Edwards, Thomas, iii. 82.

Edwin, John, i. 285,

Egerton, Stephen, ii. 289.

Elliot, John, iii. 484.
Ellison, John, i. 355.

Elsmer, Lord, a letter to him, ii. 234.

Elizabeth, Queen, her accession, i.

17—her inclinations to popery,
19—her arbitrary proceedings, 33,
35, 37—her death, 59—she prohi-

bited all preaching, 115—anec-
dote of her, 173—dissuaded from
assuming the title of supreme
head, 218—her great cruelty, 335
—a letter to her, 368—she visited

Cambridge, 372—a petition sent

her, ii. 50.

Endicot, his severe proceedings, iii.

481.
Engagement subscribed, i. 94—re-

fused by certain puritans, who
were turned off their livings, iii,

231,237,269.
England, New, the first planters of,

arid their severe trials, ii, 341, «,

374— the number of ministers
driven there, i, 81, n,

Episcopius publicly refuted, ii, 343.
Erbery, William, iii. 185.

Essex ministers, the number sus-

pended, i. 49, n—nonresidents in,

ii. 166—they petitioned the coun-
cil and the parliament, 274, 276.

, Earl of, account of him, iii.

233,n—a friend tothepuritans,514
Evans, Hugh, iii. 293.

, Mr., iii. 502.
•

, Mr., iii. 508.

Examinations of puritans, i. 134,
151, 181, 224, 264, 285, 298, 339,
366, 423, 433, 445 ; ii. 1, 325, «,

31, 53, 185,241; iii. 46.
Excommunication of a minister's

son, i. 80, n—the sentence pro-
nounced, 348.

Exhortation, a very excellent one,
ii. 340.

Fairclough, Lawrence, account of,

ii. 421, H.

, Samuel, account of his

conversion, ii. 462, «.

Faith, confessions of, i. 321 ; ii. 21,
63.

Farrar, Thomas, iii. 510.

Feake, Christopher, iii, 308.

Female casuistical puritanism, an
instance of, iii. 93, n.

Fenn, Humphrey, i. 444.
Fenner, Dudley, i. 392.

, Willia7n, ii. 451.

Feoffees prosecuted, i. 75 ; ii. 4IT.

Field, John, i. 318.

Fifth monarchy-men imprisoned,

i. 96—their opinions, iii. 257, n.

Firmin, Giles, anecdote of his con*

version, ii. 422.



INDEX. 547

Fisk, John, iii. 468.

Fits, Mr., iii. 503.

Fleming, WiUiani, iii. 509.
Flesh forbidden in Lent, i. 334, n,

Flint, Henry, iii. 535.
Ford, Thomas, account of, ii. 395.
Fox, John, i. 326.
Foxcroft, John, iii. 531.

Foxley, Thomas, ii. 497.
Frankfort, troubles at, i. 15, 16,

107, 172, 217, 329, 358 ; ii. 106,

123.

Freke, Bishop, a persecutor, i. 238,

239; ii. 241, n, 367.

Freioen, John, iii. 518.
Frewen, Archbisliop, account of,

iii. 518.

Frost, John, iii. 291.
Fulke, William, i. 385.

Fuller, Nicholas, an advocate for li-

berty, and his cruel usage, 184
and n.

Fulwer, Mr., iii. 505.

Gammon, Hannibal, iii. 530.

Gang-week, account of, ii. 105, n.

Garbrand, John, i. 392.
Gardiner, Bishop, a bloody perse-

cutor, i. 328— the censure of him,
331.

Gardiner, John, i. 316.

, Richard, iii. 512.
Gataker, Thomas, sen, ii. 68.

5 juii- •''• 200.
GaKton, Richard, ii. 241.
Gee, John, ii. 307.
Gee, Edward, iii. 349.
Gellibrand, Edward, i. 311.

, Henry, ii. 424.
Genealogy, a curious one, i. 282.

Generosity, remarkable instances of,

i, 259,262; ii. 108; iii. 201.
Geree, John, iii. 102.

, Stephen, iii. 265.
Gibbons, Mr., beheaded, iiii 135, n.

Gibson, Mr., iii. 511.

Gifford, George, ii. 273.

, John, iii. 257.
Gilby, Anthony, i. 278—letters to

him, 373, 382; ii. 191, 192.

Gilpin, Bernard, i. 242.
Gilpin, William, his groundless cen«

sures, ii. 229.
Glover, Edward, i. 313.

God, a treatise on the names by
which he is called, iii. 210.

Goodman, Christopher, ii. 123.

Goodwin, 2'homas, iii. 300.
Goswell, James, iii. 509.
Gouge, William, iii. 165.

Gevghe, Stephen, iii. 515.

Government, instrument of, i. 95—
a free one founded, iii. 479.

Gower, Stanley, iii. 534.
Graik, John, iii. 229.
Granger's censure of two books, iii.

500, n,

Grantham, Thomas, iii. 456.
Gray, //., i, 308.
Gray, Lord, his wish to have the

bishops expelled from parliament,
i. 54, n—at Lambeth conference,
ii.316.

Green, Bartlet, his martyrdom, ii.

124.

Green, William, iii. .523,

Greene, John, iii. 34.
Greenham, Richard, i. 415.
Greenwood, John, ii. 23.
Greshop, Thomas, iii. 504.,

Grey, Dr., his reproach of the puri-
tans, i. 394— his opinion of C.
Love, iii. 137— his frivolous rea-
soning, 142, ?j—his reproachful
insinuations, 172,249, n, 234,247,
313,317,325, 367.

Grindal, Archbishop, his character
and death, i. 45—assisted in com-
piling the Book of Martyrs, 330—
his correspondence and lordly
appearance, 381—his zeal against
nonconformity, ii. 138 ; iii. 505.

Gross, Alexander, iii. 228.
Guernsey and Jersey, their church

discipline framed, i. 410.
Guildford in New England founded,

iii. 374.

Habits, Cranmer and Ridley wished
them to be abolished, i. 12, n—
Whittingham's excellent letter

against the imposition of them,
231, 233, n,—how they were op-
posed, 365, 371.

Ilacket, Coppinger,and Arthington,
account of, i. 427, «.

Hamet, Matthew, burnt, i. 43.
Hampton-court conference, i, 61 ;

ii. 179,447.
Ilandson, John, i. 238.
Hardyman, John, i. 116.

Harley,Sir Robert, account of, ii,

211, n,

Harris, John, iii, 300,

, Robert, iii. 303.
Harrison, John, iii. 509.

Harsnet, Archbishop, preferred for

persecuting the puritans, ii. 121,
n—his severe proceedings, 263,
397, 415, 453; iii. 41, 263—ac-
count of him, 416, n,

Uarsnet, Mr,, iii. 510.
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Hart, John, his bold chiillenge, ii.

177.

Hartford in New Ens;Iand,by whom
founded, iii. 67,4-24.

Harvey, R., i. 191.

Hawkins, Robert, i. 133.

Haydeti, John, ii. 415.

Hazard, Mrs., zealous for the bap-
tists at Bristol, iii. 3.'^4.

Head of the Cliurch, tiie title of,

when first j^iven, i. 2—opposed
by Bishop Jewel, 369, n.

Hebraisms, whether there be any in

the New Testament, iii. 212—213.

Hebrew, asinguhjr method of teach-
ing; it, ii. 219, n.

Jfieron, Samuel, ii, 270.
Helwisse, T/ioinaf!, ii. 279.

Helv, Thomas, e.\;;rained and sus-

pended, i 264,269.
Henry VI 11., his new titles, i. 2

—

quarrelled with the pope, ib.—
anecdote of him and liis jester, il>.

n—his cruelties, 3, 4—the Bible
dedicated to him, 1 18.

Herbal, the first published in Eng-
lish, i. 129.

Heresy, what it is, ii. 49.

Herle, Charles, iii. 324.
Jferring, Julincs, ii. 489.
Herrins;ton. Willi:m, iii. 522.

Heylin, T)r., his curious tale, i. 411,
n— his misrej)resentation, ii. 125
—anecdote of him, iii. 248, n.

Hiile, i.ord ciianccllor, a letter to

him, iii. 372.
Jiigginson, Francis, ii. 369.

High Commission court, its origin,

i. IS— its character, 87, it—abo-
lished, ib.—a letter to it, 177

—

an order from, 349, n— its legality

argued, 442— its terrible proceed-

ings, 54, 65, 71, 176, 193, 240,

312—314,318,3.53,359,365,379,
405—41 1 , 430—442, 448; ii. 24,

44, 151—157, 164, 166, 170, 175,

184, 192—199, 255—257, 268,

291, 294, 363, 366, 379, 380, 383,

.384, 398, 400, 402, 4 1 6—4 1 8, 495,

435, 437, 444, 450, 453,466—469,
478.481,499,501; iii. 9, n, 42,51,
n, 65, 84,88,92,166, 167, 176, 177,

185, .345, 452,472, 492, .504, 505,

51 1 , 514, 5 1 8, 520, 526, 527, 529.

High court of justice erected, iii.

122, 123.

Higham in New England founded,
iii. 471.

Hildersham, Arthur, ii. 37G.

Hill, Joiin, i. 274.

, Thomas, ii. 388.

Hill, Thomas, iii. 170.
Hinde, William, ii. 364.
IJchart, Peter, iii. 471.
Hodges, William, account of, ii. 395,
Holland, John, ii. 107.

, Thomas, ii. 213.
Holland, puritans remove there, ii.

3.35.

Holmes, John, i. 414.
Holt, John, his barbarous sentence,

ii.383, n.

Honiwood, Mrs., account of, i.337.
Hooke, John, iii. 508.

Hooker, Thomas, iii. 64.

Hooper nominated Bishop of Glou-
cester, i. 7, n—a nonconformist,
ib.—his cruel usage, 8.

Hopkins, John, iii. 510.

Hopkinson, William, examined and
suspended, i. 264,269.

Horrocks, Mr., iii. 511.

Hospitality, a remarkable instance

of, i. 258.

Hotce, Samuel, ii. 458.

,John, ii.467.

Hoyle, Joshua, iii. 226.

Hubbard, Mr., iii. 517.
Hubbock, William, ii. 164.
Huckle, John, i. 324.

Ilueand cry against Leighton,ii.482-

Hume, his high eulogium upon the

puritans, Pref. xv.

Humphrey, Lamrence, i. 363—his

letter to Gilby,2Sl.
Hunt, John, a confessor, ii. 437, n.

Huntingdon, Earl of, his letter to

Hildersham, ii. .380, n.

Huntley, George, ii. 501.

Hutchinson, Mrs., caused great dis-

sention, iii. 474—banished and
murdered, 476, n.

Heivet, Ephraim, iii. 526.

Independent church, the first in

England, i. 67—how it was form-
ed, ii. ,333—the principles of, iii.

21—one formed at Rotterdam, iii.

352.

Indian words, their great length, iii.

488— first converted and a church
formed, 487—489

Indictment of C. Love, iii. 123.

Injunctions of Queen Elizabeth, i. 9.

Injustice, two instances of, iii. 497.
Interrogatories proposed to the puri-

tans, i. 407—409, 413, 423, 448.

Irish massacre, account of, iii. 226,
n.

Isle of Wight, the treaty of, iii. 231

,

232.



INDEX. 519

Jacob, TTenry, ii. 330.

Jacob, Henry, jun. Hi. 333.

Jacomb, Samuel, iii. 319.

James, John, iii. 391.

James, King, his accession, and his

inclinations to puritanism, i. 60;
ii. 147, 156—his kingcraft, i. 61—
his inclinations to popery, 66—his

declaration, 69—his character and
death, 70—he kicked LcgatI nith

his royal foot, 61, n— iiis im-

perious spirit at Hampton-court,
ii. 179, 310—a petition to him,
226—the extreme flattery of him,

441,

n

— his arbitrary spirit, iii. 9, n.

Janevsay,Johu, iii. 268.

Janeway, William, account of, iii.

279, 71.

Jeffery, IVilliam, iii. 386.

Jeffryes, Mr., iii. 525.
Jegon, the vice-chancellor's letter

to the Bishop of London, ii. 122

—

account of him when bishop, 449,
n.

Jenningson, Dr., iii. 526.
Jemniet, John, iii. 527.

Jenkin, Mr., ii. 270.
Jermen, Sir Robert, a friend of the

puritans, i. 239.

Jersey and Guernsey, their church
discipline framed, i. 410.

Jessop, Constantine, iii. 375.

Jew, a dispute with one, ii. 221—
one converted to Christianity, ib.

Jewel, Bishop, account of, i. 369, n.

Jewel, Melancthon, i. 408.

Job, the book of,written in a curious

stjle, ii. 220.

Johnson, Robert, i. 176.

, Francis, ii. 89.

Johnson, tJeorge, imprisoned in

Newgate, ii. 99, n.

Johnsonian Brownists, their suit, ii.

103, n.

Judgments, two very remarkable,
ii'. 370; iii. 97.

Kendal, Mr., iii. 512.

Kennet, Bishop, his opinion of the

act of uniformity, i, 100, n— his

censure of the tryers, iii. 196

—

also of H. Peters, '366.

Kent, ministers of, tiieir letter to

AVhitgift, and their suspension, i.

393.

Kent, WillUnn, iii. 524.

JCett, Francis, burnt, i, 5fi.

King, Andrew, i. 407.
Kingsmill, Andrew, i. 149.

Kneeling at the sacrament, a curious

anecdote of, i. 159, n.

Knetostubs, John, ii. 308.

Knight, Mr.,ii.295.
Knoliys, Sir Francis, a friend to the

puritans, ii. 165— Rainolds's letter

to him, and his character, 178
and n.

Knoliys, Hanserd, iii. 491.

Knox, John, at Frankfort, i. 16.

Knutsford chapel suspended, ii. 293,
n.

Lad, Thomas, his persecution, ii. 183.

Lamb, Thomas, iii. 461.

Lambeth articles, ii. 82, n.

conference, ii. 316.
• library, some account of,

iii. 357, 359.
Lancaster, Mr., ii. 202.

Langley, John, iii. 289.
Lathorp, John, iii. 163.

Latimer, Bishop, a zealous noncon-
formist, i. 12.

Laud, Archbishop, his character, i.

76, n ; ii.435, n ,• iii. 49, n, 54—

a

curious portrait of him, 58, n—call-

ed a little urchin, i. 83, n—charged
with iiigh treason, 86—his trial

and death, i. 92— ^^elwood's ac-
count of him, ib. n—a curious an-
ecdote of iiim, 93, Ji— his suppres-
sion of books against popery, 170,
n—his expulsion of Fox and
Jewel's books from the churches,

333, n—his bold assertion, ii. 500
—his barbarous proceedings, i. 73
—85 ; ii. 395, 396, 400, 402, 416,
425, 435, 453, 463, 467, 481, 498,
301, 503; iii. 15, 39,42,44,48,
49, 51, n, 52—54, 83, 93, 103,104,
141, 149, 15.5, 176, 178, 182, 236,
262,311,318,374, 447,449,432,
453, n, 461,519, 525,527.

Lawrence, Mr., i. 237.
Lectures in Yorkshire, their pro-

bable origin, iii. 342, n.

Legatt, Bartholomew, burnt, i. 66.

, Thomas, died in Newgate, i.

66, n.

Leicester plundered and its inhabit-

ants put to the sword, ii. 373, n.—

.

, Earl of, VVhittingham's ex-

cellent letter to him, i.230—Pilk-
ington's excellent letter to him,
233—petitions sent to him by the

puritans, 320,32.3—a friend to the

puritans, 446; ii. 147—at Lam-
beth conference, 316.

Leigh, Mr., ii. 503.
Leighton, Alexander, ii. 476.

Letter from Scotland, the title of, i.

27, n.
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Lever, Thomas, i. 213.
, Ralph, iii. 507.

Levingston prosecuted, ii. 482, n,

Ley, John, iii. 403.
Liberality recommended, ii. 440.
Liiirary, the royal, some account of,

iii. ^59,360."

Lichfield cathedral, repaired at great

expense, iii. 518.

Lilburne, John, his cruel punishment,
i. 83.

Lincolnshire ministers, their suppli-

cation to the council, ii. 87.

Littleton, Edmund, i. 405.
Lloyd, Morgan, iii. 329.
Lockhart's letter to Thurloe, iii. 358.
London, the city of, petitioned tlie

parliament, i. 40.
• ministers petitioned parlia-

ment, 93—declared against the
king's death, 94, n.

Lord, Edvcard, i. 407.
Lord's day, the services of, how ob-

served, iii. 179.

Lord-bishops and archbishops made
from policy, ii. 189—their titles

accounted blasphemous, 190.

liOrds and commons, a list of, to as-

sist the assembly of divines, i.91,n.

Lots, account of the controversy
about, iii. 205—207.

Love, Christopher, iii. 115.

Love, Mrs,, her excellent letter to her
husband, iii. 129—her husband's
letter to her, 130.

Love-feast, a curious account of one,
iii. 331.

Loroth, Mr., iii. 505.

Lucy, Sir Thomas, his house an
asylum from persecution, i. 327.

Lukenor, Sir Edward, a friend to

the persecuted nonconformists, iii.

96, n.

Luther, his controversy with king
Henry, i. 2.

Lydiat, Thomas, iii. 6.

Lyford, William, iii. 161.

Maddox, Bishop, his false insinua-
tions, i. 33, n, 145—he proves the
severities of the times, 171, n—
his mistake rectified, 451 — his

censures on Cartwrigh!, ii. 144, n.

Madstard, William, iii. 528.
Magnetic needle, the variation of,

by whom discovered, ii. 426.
Maldon, 'the parishioners of, peti-

tioned the bishop in behalf of their

minister, ii. 276.

Mandevill, Rokert, iii. 516.

Manton, Dr., soldiers threatened to

shoot him, iii. 138, n.

Manuscript authorities, account of
those used, iii. 539, 540, n.

Man waring. Dr., his censure and
preferment, i. 72, n,

Marcus Antoninus, his meditations
published, iii. 218.

Marsden, Ralph, iii. 531.

Marshall, Stephen, iii. 241.

Martin Mar-Prelote, account of, i.

55—anecdote of, ib. n—its sus-

pected authors, 423.
Martyr, Peter, a zealous noncon-

formist, i. 6—account of him, 243,
7(—his concern for Gilpin's con-
version, 244, n— his correspond-
ence, 376.

Martyrs, the book of, account of, i.

329—333.
Mary, Queen, her accession and bar-

barities, i. 11,12, «, 125, n—her
death, 17.

, Queen of Scots, her imprison-
ment and extravagance, i. 442, n.

Massachusets, when first peopled,
iii. 88—the first church formed
there, ii. 373.

Massacre in Ireland, account of, iii.

226, )i.

Mather, Richard, iii. 440.

Maton, Robert, iii. 532.

Matthew, the gospel of, written in

Greek, ii. 220.

Matthews, Archbishop, account of,

iii. 343, n.

Maunse!, Thomas, ii. 183.

Maverick, John, ii. 423.

Mayor of Arundel prosecuted, iii.

155, n,

and alderman of Gloucester
barbarously prosecuted, ii. 435.

Mede, Joseph, ii. 429.

Merbury, I'^uncis, i. 223.

Merrick, Dr., threatened by Arch-
bishop Laud, iii. 453, n.

Middleton, Plumphrey, his persecu-
tion, i. 10.

Midgley, Mr., ii. 163.

Mildmay, Sir Walter, a friend to

the puritans, i. 418, n; ii. 216—

a

letter to him, i. 422—account of
him, ii. 446, n.

Millain, Mr., i. 174.

Millenary petition, account of, i.

61; ii. 290, 381.
Monk, General, promoted the re-

storation of King Charles, i. 97.

Montague, Dr. Richard, his Ap-
pello Caesarem refuted, ii, 348—
account of hioi, ib. n.
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Montaigne, Bishop, anecdote of,

iii. 350, n.

More, John, i. 449.

More, Stephen, ii. 458.

Morley, Ezekias, ii. 174.

Moore, Robert, i. 309.

Moore, George, committed to pri-

son, ii. 119— hiscurious book, 121.

Moore, Thomas, iii. 31.

Worrice, attorney James, a zealous

advocate for liberty, i. 56, 440,

n—his learned pleading, 441

—

his degradation and imprison-

ment, 57, 442.

Morton, Bishop, anecdote of, ii.

228, n—a persecutor, and a
letter to him, 291, 292—account
of him, 293, n.

Morton, John, iii. 517.

Mosheim's character of Laud, iii.

54.

3Iurcot, John, iii. 224.

Nash, John, iii. 507.
Negus, lf'Htiam,\. 296.

Neile, Archbishop, anecdotes of

him iii. 2, n, 104, n—he taught
the people to pray for the dead,

440, n— his severe proceedings, ii.

234,382; iii. 166,440, n.

Newbury in New England found-
ed, iii. 470.

Newcomb, Dr., his arbitrary pro-
ceedings, ii. 355.

New Haven in New England found-
ed, iii. 449.

Newhouse, Thomas, iii. 515.
Netcman, Samuel, iii. 422.
Newton, George, iii. 513.
Nichols, Dr., iiis bitter censures, i.

283,284—hisfalse charge, iii. 353.
Nichols, Sir Augustin, his charac-

ter, ii. 391, n.

Nichols, Josias, ii. 136.

Nicholls, Joseph, iii. 509.
Nicolls, Robert, ii. 315.
Nonconformists, great sums of
money paid for their release, i.

82, n.—many released from pri-

son, 145, n.

Nonconformity, the origin of, i. 5
—promoted by the famous re-

formers, 12—reasons for it, i. 29,
372.

NordcD, Thomas, examined and
suspended, i. 264, 271.

Norfolk ministers petitioned the
council, i. 38—suspended, 39.

Norto7i, John, iii. 419.
Norwich, Bishop of, a smart letter

to, i. 191.

Norwich ministers presented their

supplication to the council, i.

449—afterwards suspended, 450.
Nottingham, the contentions of its

inhabitants, and the means used
to bring them to peace, ii. 120.

Nowell, Dr. Alexander, his puri-

tanical opinions, ii. 73, n.

Noyes, James, iii. 261.

Oath ex ojficio, its unlawfulness, i.

399—reasons for the refusal of it,

ii. 24, n, 38—many of the puri-

tans refused to take it, i, 291,

293,298,397, 400,408,411,419,
429,448; ii. 13, 45,47,98,154,
166, 184, 232.

Oates, Samuel, iii. 427.

Oates, Titus, account of, iii. 427, m.

Old, John, a person of great piety
and charity, i. 166.

Opinions accounted dangerous, i.

174.

Order, the form of one from the

high commission, ii, 146—one
for imprisonment, iii. 52.

Ordination, presbyterian, account-
ed invalid, i. 234, 235, 240, 241.

, a testimonial of, ii.

314.

Osbaldeston, Mr,, the terrible sen-

tence pronounced against him, i.

S3.

Overton, Bishop, a persecutor of
the puritans, ii. 414—he asked
public pardon of one, 415.

Oxenbridge, John, ill. 5\0.

Oxford university, the visitors of,

opposed, iii. 113, 114,267, 305.

Page, Henry, iii. 526.

Paget, Eusebius, ii. 253.

, Thomas, ii. 291.

, Ephraim, iii. 62.

Pains, most afflictive, iii. 192, 193.
Palmer, Herbert, in. lb.

Paradoxes, fond, ascribed to a puri-

tan, i. 359.

Pa pists,disputationswitb,ii. 115,124,
171—their vile insinuation, 180.

PartKUS, account of, ii. '295, n.

Parker, Archbishop, his base cha-
racter of the puritans, Pref. xiii

—

his character and death, i. 37

—

a letter to him, 237—his severe

proceedings, i. 193, 219, 221,

234,237,359,365, 366, 386; ii.

241,248,249.
Parker, Itohert, i'l. 237.

, Thomas, iii. 469.



552 INDEX.

Paikhurst, Bishop, a friend to the

puritans, i. 37", n.

Parliament, t!ie long,first assembled,

i. 85—its members all churchmen,
ib,—they shewed great favour to

the persecuted j)uritans, 86; ii.

445, 4S.'3, 4S1, 498; ili. 66, 93,

141, 179, 529.

Parr, Queen Katharine, account of

her funeral, i. 122, n.

Partridge, Ralph, iii. 311.

Pasfield, Robert, anecdote of, ii.

297, n.

Patient, Thomas, iii. 425.

Paul's cross, account of, i. 214, n.

Pencork, Tho7nas,\\. 202.

Peck, Robert, iii. 263.

Peirson, Jbraham, iii. 5.S2.

Pemble, WiViam, ii. 304.

Pendarves, John, iii. 256.

Penny, Dr., iii. 504.

Penry, John, ii. 48.

Perkim, William, ii. 129.

Perne, yhidrew, iii. 227.

Peters, Hugh, iii. 350.

Peters,Thomas,accountof,iii.353,n.

Petition, a curious one to Queen
Elizabeth, i. 18, n—one to the

same, ii. 50—one to the council,

i. 320—one of L. Clarkson, ii.

.505—one of C. Love, iii. I'i7.

Pfochenius, his opinions controvert-

ed, iii. 212—215.
Philips, Edicard, ii. 162.
'

, George, ii. 493.
Philpot, John, a nonconformist,!. 12.

Pictures, very curious in the church
at Salisbury, i. 76, n.

Pierce, Bishop, his severe proceed-

ings, i. SO; ili. 183, 524, 5.34.

Pilkington, Bishop, his excellent

letter, i. 233, «—a friend to the

i)uritans, ii. 251.

Pinke, William, ii. 365,

Platform of cbnrch government, iii.

1.57.

Plundered ministers, committee of,

i. 87.

Plymouth jail, lines annexed there,

iii. 436.
in New England founded,

ii. 341, n.

Popish apparel not to be worn, i.

367.
controversy, account of, ii,

75.
• book dedicated to Laud, iii.

42, n.

Portrait, a curious one of Laud and
Burlon, iii. 58, n.

Powel, Gabriel, ii, 211.

Powell, William, iii. 523.

Prayer, the Lord's, whether it may-
be constantly used, ii. 30, n.

, Love's on the scaffold, iii.

134.

Preachers, famous in the days of
King Edward, i. 213.

Preaching ministers, committee of,

i. 87.
—— and praying for many

hours, iii. 243,248.
Preferment refused by the puritans,

i. 250, 2.53, 254, 255.
Presbytery, the first erected in

England, i. 34-

Preston, John, ii. 352.

Price, John, iii. 37.

Priests, popish, condemned and dis-

puted with, i. 360.

Prime, John, ii. 87.

Prophesyings, the suppression of,

i. 36—account of, 37.

Proposals to the bishops, ii, 170.

Protestant congregations in Suffolk

and London, i. 13—their remark-
able deliverance, 14, n.

Protestants, foreign, their distressed

state, iii. 208.

Protesiations of the puritans, i. 397,
429 ; ii. 61,85, 127.

Proudlove, William, i. 448.

Providence in New England, by
whom founded, and why so called,

iii. 479.

Prowd, Richard, iii. 508.
Prndden, Peter, iii. 533.
Pryniie, William, the terrible sen-

tence jironounced upon him, iii.

47, n—account of him, 57, n.

Psalms turned into metre, i. 236. n.

Puckering, Barrow's letter to him,
ii. 18—Cartwright's letter to him,
150.

Pulpit of St. Mary's, account of, i.

190, n.

Pullain, John, i. 114.

Puritanism, the origin of, i. 15.

Puritans, their character by various

persons, Pref. xiii.—xv.—when,
and on what account they were
first stigmatized with the name,
i. 22—they had many worthy
patrons, 25, 58, n—great num-
bers of them suspended, 60, n,

64, n—the cruel oppression of

them, 66, n—the vindication of

them, 395; ii. 39—great enemies

to popery, ii. 59—many went to

Holland and New England, i.

81, «,• ii. 337, 341.—For the

persecutions they endured, see
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sfar-chambor, high commission,

Parker, Whitgift, &c.

JRainoIds, John, ii. 176.

Jiainsden, Henry, ii. 427.

Randall, John, \\. 996.

Rapin. his opinion of the barbarous
treatment of the puritans, ii. 44.

Ravis, Bishop, a severe persecutor,

ii. 232, 233, n.

Reads-dale, the barbarity of its in-

habitants, i. 256.

Recantations, various forms of, i.

275, .307, 315, 404; ii. 17, 18,

92, 126, 200, 379, 389, 402, 450,
505;iii.453.

Reformation, its origin, i. 3— its

• progress in the time of King Ed-
ward, 5—7—its very imperfect

state, 19, 371, 377—Sampson's
excellent letter on, 382—^endea-

vours to promote in parliament,

31, 32—also by the puritans, 383
—these endeavours were ineflec-

tual, 384.

Reformers, their zeal for noncon-
formity, i. 12.

Regicides, account of, iii. 360.

Remonstrance, debates in parlia-

ment about it, i. 88—anecdote of

these debate!, ib. n.

Reproof of children, how to be
given, ii. 490.

in general, how to be ad-
ministered, iii. 99.

Rhemist translation of the New
Testament, account of, i. 387—
the same answered, ii. 148.

Rhode-Island, when and by whom
founded, iii. 479.

Rich, Lord, a friend to the puri-

tans, i. 239.

Ridley, Bishop, a persecutor, i. 8

—

afterwards a nonconformist, 12—

a

famous disputant, ib. n—cast intc

prison, 129, n.

Rippon, Roger, the curious inscrip-

tion on his coffin, i. 363, n.

Jioborough, Henry, iii. 531.

Robinson, John. ii. 334.

, Hugh, iii. 235.

, Ralph, iii. 237.

Rockrey, Edmund, i. 306.

Rogers, John, tiie protomartyr, a
zealous nonconformist, i. 7, 12.

, Thomas, wrote against the

strict observance of the sabbath,

ii. 172—he recanted l»is puritan-
ism, ib. n.

Rogers, Richard, ii. 231.
•

, John, ii. 421.

Rogers, Daniel, iii. 149.

, Nathanie', iii. 238.
, John, iii. 326.—
, Ezekiel, iii. 341.

Rosewell, Walter, iii. 534.
Rosier, James, iii. 504.

RothioeV, Richard, ii. 349.

Rougli, John, a famous preacher, i.

14, n— his cruel usage, 14—his

remarkable dream, 15, n.

Rowley in New England founded,
iii. 343.

Roval Society, by whom projected,

ii. 504.

Rudd, John, ii. 449.

Rump prirliament, account of, i. 94.

Rush, Nicholas, ii. 200.

Sabbatarian controversy, account of,

ii. 171, 362.
Salem in New England founded,

iii. 520.

Salisbury, Mr., iii. 525.

SaUmarsh, John, iii. 70.

Sampson, Thomas, i. 375.

Sandbrooke, William, iii. 297.
Sanderson, Mr., i. 273.
Sand J s, Archbishoj), his severe pro-

ceedings, i. 234,339,422.
Savile, Sir Henry, account of, ii.

424, n,

Saxton, Peter, iii. 139.

Scambler, Bisliop, account of, ii.

254, n— iii. 509.

Scandalous ministers, committee of,

i. 87.

Schism, w ho are guilty of it, i. 416.

Scot, Sir Tiiomas, his intercession

for the puritans, i. 393.
Scotland, an excellent letter from,

i. 27.

Scolt, Thomas, iii. 528.
Scriptures, not to be opposed by
any other autiiority, i. 321, n—
their purity, ii. 219.

Scudder, Henry, ii. 504.

Sectaries, account of, iii. 34,35, 3T,
38.

Sedgwick, John, ii. 485.

, Richard, ii. 486.

, Obadiah, iii. 295.

Selden, John, his persecution, i. 68
—account of hitii, iii. 9, n.

Semi-separatists, ii. 331, 337.
Separation from the church, the

aera of, i. 28.

Separatists, their examination and
imprisonment, i. 134—their re-

lease, 145, n—excommunicated,
ii. 444—cast into prison, 458.
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Sequestration, the committee of,i.92.

Sermons that were offensive, i, J 74,

275, 302, 308, 396; ii. 89, 113,

141 ; iii. 82,84,91.
Settle, Thomas, ii. 46.

Sheffield, Sampson, iii. 511.

Shepard, Thomas, iii. 103.

Sherborn hospital, its prosperity

promoted, i. 222.

Sherfield, Mr., cruelly prosecuted,

i. 76.

Sherman, John, iii. 482.

Sibbs, Richard, ii. 416.

Sicklemore, James, iii. 535.
Simpson, John, iii. 405.
Sims, John, iii. 520.

Skclton, Samuel, iii. 520.
Small, Edmund, iii. 529.
Smart, Peter, iii. 90.

Smart, Mrs., her letter to her hus-

band, iii. 93, n.

Smectymnuus, who they were, and
their controversy, iii. 245—247.

Smiih, Bishop, opposed by Luud,
iii. 289, 290.

Smith, Henry, ii. 108.

, Mr., iii. 526.
, Mr., iii. 529.

Smyth, William, ii. 44.
•

, John, ii. 195.

Smythursl, William, iii. 514.
Snape, Edward, i. 409.
Snelling, Lawrence, ii. 499.
Solemn league and covenant, ac-

count of, i. 91.

Somers, William, dispossessed, ii.

lis, 120.

Sparke, Dr. Thomas, at Lambeth
conference, ii. 316—account of
him, 324, «.

Sparrow, Mr., iii. 504.

Speech, C. Love's on the scaffold,

iii. 132.

Speed, John, account of, ii. 217, n.

Spencer, John. iii. 529.

Spilsbury, John, iii. 183.

Sponsors, their promises and vows
in baptism, ii. 322.

Sprint, John, ii, 305.

Standen, Nicliohts, i. 317.
Star-chamber, its terrible proceed-

ings, i. 7 1 , 198,201,206,407—41 1,

448; ii. 10, 44, 151—157, 478,
482, n, 483; iii. 47, 50, 141, 462,
521—abolished, i. 87. *

Sterry, Peter, iii. 347.

Still, Doctor, his cruel proceedings,
i. 303.

Stock, Richard, ii. 344.
Stokes, Robert, excomrauuicated,

ii. 47.

Stone, Thomas, ii. 258.

, Samuel, iii. 423.
Stone in the bladder, one very re-

markable, ii. 298.

Stoughton, John, iii. 527.
Strong, William, iii. 196.

Stroud, John, i. 296.
Stubbs, John, his barbarous usage,

i.42.

Strype, Mr., his mistake rectified,

ii. 324.
Style of the New Testament con-

troverted, iii. 212—215.
Styles, William, iii. 345.

Subscription imposed upon the pu-
ritans, i. 5, 24, 35, 64, 178, 199,
267, 272, 285, 289, 334, 351 , 362,
393; ii. 71, 88, 167—the forms of,

ii. 71—reasons for refusing it, i.

178,290,362; ii. 71.

Suffolk ministers, the number of
them suspended, i. 46, n.

Superstition, the monuments of, re-

moved, i. 89, 236.

Superlapsarian controversy, some
account of, ii. 82.

Supplication presented to convoca-
tion, i. 170—one to the earl of
Leicester, 323—to the bishops,

365— for reformation, 383— for

relief, 435—to the council, ii. ST

—from sixty-eight fellows, 95.

Supremacy, the act of, noticed, i.

IS.

Supreme head. Queen Elizabeth dis-

suaded from assuming the title of,

i. 218.
Surplice, a curious anecdote of, i.

153, n—proved to be unneces-

sary, 152—155—the occasion of

much strife, 335—argument for

the use of it, 433—cast off by the

collegians, ii. 138, n.

and cap, how styled, i.

365—unlawful, 366.

Surplice-men, account of them, i.

359.
Sydenham, Cuthbert, iii. 184.

Symes, Zechariah, iii. 446.

Symmonds, Edward, iii. 110.

Symonds, Mr., iii. 38.

, Joseph, iii. 39.

Sympson, Cuthbert, account of his

sufferings and martyrdom, i. 14,15.

Sympson, Sydrach, iii. 312.

2'andy, Phih'p, iii. 30.

Tuverner, Richard, i. 189.

'Taylor, Dr., the reformer, a non-
conformist, i, 12.

, Thomas, ii. 397.
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Taylor, Francis, iii. 380,

, William, iii. 390.

Temple, Thomas, iii. 100.
,

Testament, all the New, written in

Greek, ii. 290—the style ot consi-

dered, iii.213—215.
Thacker, Elias, suffered death for

nonconformity, i. 263.

, Anthony, account of, ii.

420.

Thickpenny, David, iii. 506.

Thompson, JVilliam, iii. 426.

Thome, Giles, ii. 395.

Throgmorton, Job, ii. 361.

Thurloe, a letter (o, iii. 358.

Tindal, William, his translations of

the scriptures, i. 1 17— his triumph-

ant martyrdom, 120, n.

Tithes, ministers not to be supported

by them, ii. 33, n—the evils aris-

ing from them, iii. 339.

Toleration, universal, pleaded for,

i. 368—furiously opposed, iii. 33,

86,87,495.
Towuly, John, esq., imprisoned for

nonconformity, i. 36.

I'ozer, Henry, iii. 112.

Translation of the Bible, the first, i.

118—various others noticed, 119—
126—opposed by the bishops, 121,

122—the authorized version, ii.

179, n.

Transubstantiation refuted, iii. 209.

Trask, John, iii. 521.

leavers, Walter, ii. 314.
Treason, trial for, iii. 123.

T'rigge, Francis, 169.

Tryers appointed, i. 96—Kennel's
reproach of them, iii. 196, n.

Tuck, Dr., his severe usage, iii.

177, n.

Tumult, occasion of a curious one,

iii. 400.

Tunstall, Bishop, recommended dis-

pensations and nonresidence, i.

247, 248—released from the Tow-
er, 249—a letter to him, ib.— his

character, 254, n.

2'urner, William, i. 128,

, Stephen, i. 305.
—-

, Jerom, iii. 241.

Twisse, William, iii. 12.

Tyne-dale, the barbarity of its in-

habitants, i. 256.

Udal, John, ii.,1.

Udney, Mr., iii. 518.

Underdoion, Thomas, i. 264.
L'fiiformity, the act of, under Eliza-

beth, i. IS.—under King Charles,
100—the niimber who fuffered by

it, ih.—Kennel's opinion of it,

ib. n.

Union of protestants attempted to

be promoted, iii. 370—373.
Usefulness of miuisters, remarkable

instances of, ii. 351,438; iii. 1,

79, 97, 166, 170,305, 331.

Usher, Archbishop, his alfection for

Travers the puritan, ii. 329—his

tame submission to Laud, iii. 15, n.

Ux bridge, the treaty of, iii. 120

—

disputes there, 231.

Vane, Sir Henry, account of, iii.

348.
Vaughan, Dr., an excellent pre-

late, ii. 212, 233, h—a friend to

the persecuted puritans, 233.

Vaughan, Uon-el, iii. 532.

Venner's insurrection and execu-
tion, i. 99, n.

Vicars, John, iii. 143.

Vincent, John, iii. 521.

Vines, Richard, iii. 230.

Visitors of Oxford opposed, iii. 113,
114,267,305.

Wainwright, Mr., iii. 530.
Wake, jirthxir, ii. 70.

Wake and Sleep, anecdote of, ii.

180, n.

Walker, Dr., his stigma cast upon
a puritan, iii. 307.

Walker, George, iii. 140.

Waller's plot, some account of, iii.

369, n.

Walsh, Mr., iii. 505.

Walsingham, Sir Francis, a friend

to the puritans, i. 444, n— his so-

licitation of Cartwright, ii. 148

—

at Lambeth conference, 316.

Walward, John, i. 314.

AVandsworth, presbytery formed at,

i.34.

War, the civil, its commencement, i.

89^—the occasion of it, iii, 3, 7J,404.

Warburton, Bishop, his absurd views
of persecution, ii. 281, n.

Ward, John, i. 305.

, Samuel, ii. 452.

, Nathaniel, iii. 182.——
», John, iii. .500.

Warham, John, ii. 376.

Warrant, a form of, to convene mi-
nisters, i. 264, n—to the keeper
of the Gatehouse, 426, n—for ap-
prehending H. Burton, iii. 44, n

—

to the warden of tiie Fleet, 45, n
—for apprehending T. Caw ton,

321, n—to the keeper of New-
gate, 392, n.
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JVarren, Thomas, iii. 522.

Warwick, Countess of, a friend to

a persecuted puritan, ii. 7, 9.

, Earl of, a friend to the

puritans, ii. 147— his character

and death, ib. n.

, Earl of, his character, iii.

18, n—a friend to the puritans,

432.

Watertown in New England found-

ed, ii. 494.

AVentvvorth, Sir Peter, his charac-

ter, ii. 193, n.

Whate'.ey, William, ii. 436.

Wheelwright, John, iii. 472.

Whitaker, William, ii. 72.

, Jeremiah, iii. 190.

White, William, his cruel examina-

tion, i. 145, n.

While, Bishop, his stigma cast upon
tiie puritans, ii. 3G4.

While, John, iii. 88.

Whitehead, JJavid, i. 172.

Wliitemao, Edward, burnt at Lich-

field, i. 67.

Whilfield, Henry, iii. 373.

Whilgift, Archbishop, at first an

advocate for nonconformity, i.

26, n—the queen's charge to him,

and his three articles, 45—his

prevarication, 50—his magnifi-

cent train, 62, n—his cruel threat-

ening, 267—a letter to him, 289—
petitions to him, 301— his slan-

derous and foul language, 321,

S94 ; ii. 46, 142—Hume's charac-

ter of him, i. 421, n—his incon-

sistency, ii. 138, n, 145, n— his

controversy with Cartwright, 144

T— Ballard's opinion of this con-

troversy, ib. n— his prohibition of

Cartwright, 149—his mistake cor-

rected, 163—suppressed Bound's

book on (he sabbath, 173—his de-

claration at Lambeth conference,

216—an enemy to the liberty of

the press, 328—his base charac-

ter of the ;ji5ritaiis,~Pref. xiii. xiv,

—iiis cruel persecution of them,

i. 291, 300, 307, 312, 313, 357,

393, 394, 419, 420, 426, 444 ; ii.

21, 29, n, 39, 43, 46, 140, 142,

222, 224, 231 , 325, 367 , 379, 449 ;

iii. 512.

Whiting, Samuel, iii. 472.
Whittingham, William, i. 229.

Wigginton, Giles, i. 418. .

Wight, Daniel, 1.-^7.
Wilcocks, Thomas,^\^l85. if

Wilkinson, Henry, iii, 59.

, John, iii. 101.

, iii. 516.

Will, a form of, i. 389.

Willet, Andrew, ii. 284.

Willet, Mrs., her great charity, ii.

286, n.

Williams, Bishop, his barbarous sen-

tence, i. 82—account of him, ii.

.370, Ji.

Williams, Roger, iii. 477.
Williamson, Nicholas, iii. 511.

Wilson, John, i. 339.

, Thomas, ii. 282.
, iii. 173.

— , John, iii. 431.

Windsor in JVew England founded,
ii. .376.

Withers, George, ii. 248.

Wolsey, Cardinal, account of, i.

189, n.

Wood, Lever, i. 444.

Wood, Anthony, his false charges

refuted, iii. 258, 308.

Woodcock, Thomas, committed to

Newgate, ii. 185, n.

Woodcock, Francis, iii. 109.

Workman, John, ii. 434.

, Giles, iii. 255.

Wotton, Lord, a friend to the pu-
ritans, ii. 282.

Wotton, Anthony, ii. 346.
Wrathband, William, ii. 470.

Wren, Bishop, account of, ii. 410,
n— his severe persecution of the

puritans, i. 80, 81 ; ii. 397,412;
iii. 18, 19,264,522—524.

Wright, Robert, i. 239.

Wright, Catharine, dispossessed, ii.

117.

Wroth, Sir Robert, a friend to the

puritans, ii. 232.

Wroih, Mr., ii. 468.

Wyburn, Percival, ii. 169.

Wyke, Andrew, iii. 112.

Yates, John, iii. 517.

Young, Patrick, iii. 145.

, Thomas, iii. 255.

END OF VOL. III.

«»* The author regrets that in the former part of this work he has dis-

covered some few inarcuraries in the spelling of ^, oyer names; but he trusts

that in other respects it will be found correct.
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